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Our amazing Art Director, Andrew Allen, is the key to
the success of this magazine. His creative visual ar
tistic design and layout reaches new heights each
: issue. He always strives to improve the look and
A Message from the Edito feel of this magazine to keep it fresh, exciting and
beautiful! Please take time to let him know persen
Diane Rein ally by email at andydrewdesign@gmail.com how
much you enjoy his labor of love.

A friendly reminder to please reach out to our ill; el
derly and homebound members of our shul to wish
them a Happy Pesach and let them know we are
thinking of them. The tremendous outpouring of
sponsorships for the Bikur Cholim Purim mishloach
manot and the many people who volunteered to
make deliveries to them was overwhelming and-in
spiring. If you would like to volunteer to be a mem
ber of the Bikur Cholim committee or if you know
someone who can benefit from our outreach, please
email me at drein@verizon.net.

Happy Pesach! On behalf of my husband, David, and our children,
Alexander, Oliver and Sophia (and our puppies Pecan
and Cashew), | wish you all a very Happy Pesach

| am excited to include Alan Steinberg’s “Part Il —+
Mission Accomplished” article about the beautiful
finale of returning the seforim of Great Neck Syna
gogue’s Assistant Rabbi Robert Landsberg z”l to his
grandson in Israel. The miraculous turn of events re
ally demonstrates Hashem’s hand in our world and
that there is no such thing as a coincidence! Else
where, SCOPE readers will enjoy Stanley Fischer
fascinating article, “Where is the Staff of Moses?”
Our members, Zachary Dicker and Sharon Goldwy
have also written beautiful and meaningful pieces
for this issue to remember long time member, Ira
Lubin z"I.

We have several new SCOPE sponsors. We afe t
ly grateful for the strong financial support demon

strated by our readers. We encourage and welcome
others to become a sponsor. It costs $36 an issue or]
$100 for three issues. Thank you so much!

Thank you to our wonderful and loyal SCOPE ac
vertisers who support our magazine. We urge our
readers to patronize their businesses so that they
will continue to advertise and recognize that we ap

preciate their financial support. We welcome new
advertisers!

As always, we thank Executive Director Mark Twer
sky and Assistant Executive Director Jimmy Frisch
and bookkeeper Paula Minsky for all their assis
tance. Rabbi Lichter is always generous with his
time and effort on each issue of SCOPE and | am fo
tunate to be able to work with him on this project.
Thank you also to Rabbi Polakoff for all his support. The Haggadah, Arthur Szyk
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A Message from our Rabbi
Rabbi Dale Polakoff

The addition of a second month of Adar, as occurs this year
raises many interesting questions. Questions such as 1) in
which month of Adar is the yahrzeit observed for someone
who died not in a leap year, and; 2) in which month of Adar
does a boy become a Bar Mitzvah if he was born in a non
leap year? Among these is the question asked by the Gema
ra in masechet Megillah concerning the proper time to read
the megillah and celebrate the holiday of Purim. Rabbi Elieze
says that the megillah should be read in the first Adar, in the
month next to Shvat. His reasoning is that by waiting until
the second Adar, we would be “passing over” the opportunity
to do these mitzvot. Rabbi Shimon disagrees, and is of the
opinion that the megillah should be read in the second Adar
in order to read about the redemption that occurred for the
Jews of Persia in the month next to the month of redemption
for all of the Jewish people, the month of Nisan. This is known
in Hebrew assomeich geulah I'geulah.

The halacha is in accordance with Rabbi Shimon and Purin
is observed in Adar Il. Although it is possible to understand
this principle as merely a chronological convenience, it's also
possible to understand the connection between Purim and
Pesach as something more revealing about the nature of
these redemptions.

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, z"l, mashgiach of the Ponizevh Y
shiva and a student of Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, understands
that there is a common thread that runs between these two
holidays of redemption. In each of these stories of redemption
the Jews attempt to assimilate into the general population
and blur any distinction between them and the inhabitants
around them. And in each of these stories their efforts meet
with failure and plans to oppress and annihilate the Jews are
put into place. Only when the Jews realize their errors and

1%

retain their distinctiveness and do teshuvah are they able to
gain the respect of the people.

The Purim story begins with the Jews of Persia celebrating
at a party made by Achashveirosh, trying to integrate them
selves into Persian society. The more they tried to be like
everyone else, the less successful they were and the more
they were hated. However, when Mordechai stood firm in his
beliefs and when the Jews of Persia realized that their sal
vation would only come from Hashem, the more they were
embraced and respected by the people of Persia.

Similarly, when the Jews of Egypt tried to be like the Egyp

tians and abandoned the practice of brit milah in an attempt

to be like everyone else, the more the Egyptians disdained
them. However, when the Jews of Egypt realized that their
only hope of redemption was in turning to Hashem, Who, in
turn, brought a year’s worth of plagues upon the Egyptians, it

was then that the Jews were respected as a people.

We live in a difficult and complex world where the tempta
tion to absolve ourselves of our distinctiveness is particularly
strong. Wouldn't it be nice to just not be so different? Yet the
lessons of our adjoining holidays of Purim and Pesach teach
us that the opposite is usually true, and that pride and belief
in our values and traditions is often the cause of a higher
stature in the eyes of our neighbors. Also, it's the right thing
to do.

Ellen and | wish you and your family a chag kasher
v'sameiach.

Ut fotuket

Rabbi Polakoff
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A Message from our

Assistant Rabbi
Rabbi lan Lichter

We are familiar in halacha with the four categories of guard
ianship, people who are in a position to watch the object of
another. The first is a shomer chinam, who is basically doing
his friend a favor and guarding his friend’s object without be
ing paid for his work. The Shelah HaKodesh (R’ Isaiah Horow
itz, 1555-1630) explains that the shomer chinam is clearly &
“good guy.” The second type of guardian is a shomer sachar,
who also watches his friend’s object, but he is a paid custo
dian. This arrangement can be categorized as fair. The third
is a socher, one who rents an object from his friend. This
arrangement, similar to the shomer sachar, can also be cate
gorized as fair, trading money for utility. Finally, there is the
borrower, one who borrows from another without paying for
the privilege. The Shelah states that this arrangement sup
poses taking without giving, which is a bad attribute.

The Shelah also explain a second group of four; the four his
torical figures that each demonstrated one of the four pri
mary approaches to service of Hashem. Those four figures
were (a) Adam HaRishon; (b) the wicked inhabitants of the ter
generations between Adam and Noach, who brought about
the flood in addition to building the tower to rebel against
Hashem; (c) Noach; (d) Avraham.

The Shelah matches the four guardians with the four sons
depicted in the hagaddah, as follows: Avraham was the wise
son. He actively discovered Hashem, davened for others and
took an active approach in his relationship with G-d. He is
like the shomer chinam, always ready to give and help out
another individual. The ten generations from Adam HaRishon
until Avraham and the ten from Avraham to Noach represent
the approach of the rasha, who has no interest in having a
relationship with Hashem. They purely take from this world,
similar to the chronic borrower who takes often and without
offering anything in return.

The simple son is the innocent son, innocent in his desire

to act with honesty and shun all types of deceit. Similarly,
Adam at the beginning of creation before eating from the eitz
hada’at, was comparably innocent. He was not looking te de
ceive at all. Rather, he was the victim of deceit by the snake.
Adam HaRishon and the simple son are therefore comparable
to the shomer sachar, who approaches life fairly but seek
ing reward. Adam demonstrated that he was happy to guard
and watch Gan Eden, but at the same time, once the snake
suggested that he could eat from the eitz hada’at, and expe
rience a more profound understanding of the world, Chava,
and by extension Adam, sought to take the deal. This level
of being a shomer sachar is not necessarily a failure in-ful
filling G-d’s will, but it is certainly less than the ideal of the
altruistic individual who serves Hashem without condition of
receiving a reward.

Finally, there is Noach. The Torah refers to Noach as someone
who would not have stood out in the more spiritually elevat

ed generation of Avraham. Noach’s approach was more- pas
sive. Unlike Avraham, who sought out Hashem, when it came
time for Hashem to destroy the world, Hashem had to initiate
the dialogue with Noach. While Avraham davened for Sedom,
Noach did not daven for his generation to be spared. Thus,
Noach represents the son who cannot ask. He has trouble
generating the questions to ask and thus must be instructed
precisely what to do. And once he is instructed, he follows
those instructions precisely. Therefore, even Noach can be
called a tzaddik. This is parallel to the socher, the one who
rents for payment fairly. He wants to work and be productive
but needs another to facilitate his progress.

The haggadah is trying to communicate to us that there is a
lesson in understanding our history, the four sons, and anal
ogously the four types of guardians. It also lends an insight
into our potential. We can adopt a consistent approach to
guard the mitzvot as zealously as Avraham. We can be-pas
sionate and excited about our service of Hashem and always
seek to contribute as much as possible. May this Pesach al
low for us an opportunity to grow both as individuals and as
a community together.

Katie and | wish the entire community a Chag Kasher
V’sameach!

Rabbi lan Lichter
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President’s Message
Erran Kagan

The Poland Trip With The Great Neck Synagogt
And What it Means To Me

This year, under the leadership of Rabbi Dale Pog
lakoff and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner, we are about to
embark on our first Great Neck Synagogue trip to
Poland. Over 20 of us are signed up for our first jeur
ney. Why are we going? To see, to witness and to
feel. We will pray for the neshamot of the six million
and we will remind ourselves that this will not and
cannot happen to us again.

Last year, | took my family to Israel. We, for the first
time as a family, went to visit Yad VaShem. As-any
one who has been there knows, it is a very intense
experience. | went with my mother and my oldest
daughter to look up our family in the archives. There
was testimony on Eliezer and Frieda Kagan, my
great-grandparents. They were murdered in the for
est with their son who went to help them. He had
three children and a wife of his own leaving his fam
ily to face the evil without him. No one said Kaddish
for them, no one mourned, no one sat shiva and no
one gave them a proper burial. | will stand in that
forest and say Kaddish for them 76 years later. | will
remember them.

As Pesach approaches, we are commanded to rete
the story of our slavery and our redemption. Hashem
redeemed us from the atrocities in Mitzrayim. Hash

em’s redemption was specific. He guided us back to
Eretz Yisroel, He gave us power to defeat our adver
saries, He gave us His Torah, and He gave us bag
our land where we could build our nation and our

Beit HaMikdash.

After the Holocaust, we once again felt Hashem’s
touch. We experienced a similar miracle of redemp
tion. He guided us to Eretz Yisroel, He gave us power
to defeat our adversaries, He allowed us to study
Torah freely, and He gave us our land to build our
nation and one day soon to build our final Beit Ha
Mikdash. The Jewish State is and continues to be
Hashem’s miracle and it is our obligation to honor it
and to nurture it.

We will not and cannot forget, and we will not and
cannot forgive. Our best revenge is to support Israel
and Zionism, to commit to Torah study, to witness
the evil and to use that emotion to fuel a vibrant
Jewish Community. The Great Neck Synagogue is
committed to building our Jewish life. We are a house
of Torah study, we focus on pro-Israel activism and
we teach our next generation so they will appreciate
the importance of being Jewish. In memory of all
the communities lost, | challenge all of us to further
commit to our synagogue, to build it and to support
it with time, dedication and funds. Can we do more?
Yes, of course. Poland is a reminder to us all that we
own the responsibility to build our community and
to build our children’s future.

This year | will be going to Poland with the Great
Neck Synagogue and this is what it means to me.

4-0&:7-( ;9(;

Next Year in Jerusalem.

&0

Erran Kagan
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A Message from our|

Chazzan
Yitzy Spinner

Purim or Pesach? Which one is your favorite?

They come is such close proximity to each other but
they're so incredibly different! Purim is a maddening
day from top to bottom. We prep in a rush (is that
just me?) and spend all day on our feet, running from
place to place, home to home, nonstop until the very
last minute. All the extra sugar definitely comes in
handy! Pesach, by comparison, seems to be almos
the opposite. Yes, there’s a lot () more prep, and i
obviously lasts a whole lot longer, but even the mi
nutiae are so different. We sit with our families and
friends so differently. We tend to slow down and
take our time, and four cups of wine doesn’'t hurt
that effort either!

Musically, as you'd expect, they couldn’t be more dif
ferent. Purim songs tend to be reflective of the more

harried nature of the day. Think of every version

of Mishenichnas Adar, Layehudim, or Venahapoch
they're all fast songs. Pesach songs, in comparison,
tend to run slower - consider V’hee She’amda or ever
Carlebach’s Adir Hu.

What does this tell us? Music is the soundtrack of
our lives. It's present in every part of our religious
existence and it should evoke the meaning of each
day of our yearly cycle.

Picture the Purim story. We can envision the tension
of the nation as they watched things unfold around

them. Mordechai and Esther must have been beside
themselves, running from place to place as they

anxiously awaited word from the palace through
each step of the Megillah’s tale. Finally, as the story

comes to a close, the Jewish nation celebrates by
sending gifts to one another and celebrating trivm
phantly.

Pesach, however, feels a little different. We celebrate
being free. True, we remember and retell the story of
our slavery, but we celebrate as a free people, lean
ing to the left and taking our time. Our ancestors
stopped to sing songs of praise upon their freedom
from slavery, using musical instruments that they
had brought with them from Egypt in anticipation.

| challenge you to ignore these contrasts as you-is
ten to the two Megillot - Esther and Shir HaShirim.

Looking beyond Pesach, I'm honored that many of
you will be joining me on a Journey to Poland this
May, the firstin GNS’s long history. | promise a deep
ly moving and transformative experience for all who
will be there with me, but | encourage the rest of you
to be a part of our trip, even if you're not traveling
with us...and here’s how. We look forward to sharing
our experience with each and every one of you. We
encourage your questions and we appreciate your
attention. We’ll have so much to say and we hope
you'll be there to help us mentally unpack what will
arguably be the most thought provoking week in
each of our lives.

On behalf of Rachel and the Spinner kids, | wish you
all a most enjoyable and memorable Pesach.
Surround yourselves with your family and friends,
and raise your voices in song and laughter together.

Chazzan Yitzy Spinner

“ Music is the soundtrack of our
lives. It's present in every part
of our religious existence and it

should evoke the meaning of each
day of our yearly cycle.”
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Lisa & Alan Adler
Marcy & Daniel Aharon
Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of their parents
Harriet & Louis Allen z’I and Eleanor & Sheldon Schaffer z”

The Allen Family
in memory of Paul Allen z”l, beloved son, dear brother

Ellen & Andrew Allen in honor of
Rabbi Dale Polakoff and Rabbi lan Lichter
Rona & Reuben Askowitz
Eva & Frank Bachrach
Avigayil & David Bakst
Ronit & Efi Basal
Emma & Bart Baum
Lisa & Jeffrey Benjamin
Anita & Hal Beretz
Elena & Tony Berkowitz in memory of her sister Frida Segev 2|

Elena & Tony Berkowitz in memory of her mother Dvora Fridman z”|

Robyn & Steven Blumner
Viviane & Arnold Breitbart
Carol Buckmann
Debbie & Hal Chadow
Ellie Cohanim & Family
Roslyn & Zachary Dicker
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch
Jacqueline & Stanley Fischer
Sylvia & Norman Fisher in memory of their parents
Esther & Saul Hirsh z"l and Molly & Henry Fisher 2’|

Sadie Frank & Family in memory of

their beloved husband, father, and grandfather, Murray Frank z"|

Meryl & Mark Friedman
Sharon Goldwyn in memory of Belle & Solomon Goldwyn z”|
Rita Gordonson in memory of her husband, Lew Gordonson z”I|
Erica & Eliot Heisler
Helaine & William Helmreich in memory of Leo Helmreich z’I

Cindy & Morris Hodkin in memory of their parents
Elizabeth & Louis Hodkin z”l and Bernard Korman z”|

Alisa & Michael Hoenig

Debbie & Robert Hollander in memory of her mother,
Judith Sokol z”’l and her sister Sharon Sokol Heisler z”|

Louise & Leonard Kahn
Nina & Max Karpel
Joan & Henry Katz

Carol & Jeffrey Kaufman
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Tami & Greg Kramer
Celia & Jack Lemonik
Larry Levitas & Sharon Janovic in memory of Sharon’s brother, Louis Meltz z
Judy & Richard Lillien and Family

Cindy & Glenn Ludwig
Michal & Ron Malen

Susan Mayer, children & grandchildren in memory of Steven M. Mayer 2’
devoted husband, father & grandfather
Ruth & Milton Mitzner

Belkis & Morris Nasser in memory of Jack Nasser 2",
Victoria Hercz z"l and Selma Suveke 2|

Belkis & Morris Nasser in memory of Ezra Nasser z"l,
Dina & Jon Ohebshalom
Janet & Fred Pomerantz
Diane & David Rein in memory of her mother Helene M. Fink 2"l
and his father Dr. Howard Rein 2|
Marlene Rutkin in loving memory of Philip Rutkin z”|
Michelle & Norman Rutta
Aliza & Dov Sassoon
Susan & David Sedgh
Anita & Aaron Seligson in memory of his mother Sylvia Seligson z”l
Chava Shalmon
Arlette & Raphael Shaya in memory of David Shaya 2|
Arlette & Raphael Shaya in memory of Victoria Shaya 2"l
Arlette & Raphael Shaya in memory of Vita Dayan z”l
Arlette & Raphael Shaya in memory of Tikva Ambar z”|
Pia & Michael Shlomo
Florin & Howard Silberstein
Flori Silverstein
Shoshana & Martin Sokol
Karen & Robert Spitalnick in memory of his grandfather Oscar Spitalnick z”
Alan & Orly Steinberg in honor of SCOPE's editor, Diane Rein
Pamela & Baruch Toledano
Roselin Wagner

Jeanne Walfish & Charles Stein in memory of
her sister Freda Fell z”I

Nate Weisel & Family
Lili & Alex Weiss in memory of Ignatz Weiss 2"l
Ellie & David Werber

Michelle & Howie Wolf in memory of their parents,
Ruth & Philip Berman z"l| and Carrie & Julius Wolf 2"l

Zinat Yacobi in honor and speedy recovery for Moosa Ebrahimian
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About Our Cover
Artist, Arthur Szyk

By Andy Allemrt Director SCOP

Arthur Szyk, pronouncedhick, was a Polish Jewish
artist who lived during the First and Second World
Wars. He saw humanity and the struggle for free
dom at its limits. Dictators, Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin
and Hirohito caused human suffering and deprava
tion upon the world and Szyk used his brilliant tal
ent to draw caricatures and scenes with messages
of freedom and democracy. His work touched the
heartstrings of millions and will last as defiant dec
larations of human decency forever.

In past issues, | have introduced our readers to
several of his paintings from hidhe Haggadah At
an early age, Szyk was influenced by the artwork
of illuminated manuscripts. Unlike those monastery
works, his themes reflect his cultural heritage and
Jewish roots. The illuminated manuscripts created
by monks were largely seen within the church cen
fines, while Arthur Szyk’s illustrations were made
to be reproduced on a large scale and disseminated
around the world.

Arthur Szyk was born in Lodz, Poland in 1894, into
prosperous middle-class Jewish family. Lodz, Polanc
was under Russian rule during these years, but Szyk
always considered himself as a Pole and a Jew. Szy
lived in Poland, studied for several years in France
and worked on his monumental Haggadah in-En
gland during the 1930'sThe Szyk Haggadahillus-

trated and cased became a reality through support

by King George VI, who received the first copy ang

Arthur Szyk at his home in Connecticut.

cherished it as a remarkable work of art and a celebrated
work of defiance against tyranny. The retelling of the sto
ry of freedom from Egypt found similarities to the strug
gle for freedom from slavery and genocide that was hap
pening during the World Wars. The caricatures depicted
are eerily portraying the tyrannical figures of the times.

Szyk's popularity grew following the invasion on Pearl
Harbor. It was said that during WWII, American service
men had more posters of Arthur Szyk’s caricatures than
the pin-up glamour girls on the walls of military bases.

In 1940, Arthur Szyk made the United States his perma
nent home. His illustrations covered many varied themes;

The Family at the Seder, Arthur Szyk
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Pilgrims, 1946.
Szyk’s illustration depicts the exodus of Jewish immgrants fleeing
war-torn Europe and compares it to the pilgrims of the Mayflower.

Szyk’s Four Sons

all heralding freedom and the pursuit of social ju
tice. From his home in the States, he worked on iHt
trations from American history to Andersen’s Fal
Tales, all colorful and with underlying meanings a
truths. Szyk supported the Zionist efforts of Hills
Kook, using his talents to draw attention to the inr
portance of an independent State of Israel.

Years later, after his death, the founding dhe Ar - oy, \
thur Szyk Societyiormed in 1991 by George GooChggp, Moses, 1936, The Szyk Haggadah Freedom llluminated
helped rediscover Szyk's work and popularized it

again. In addition, collector and art critic Irvin Un

gar contributed to preserving and presenting Arthur

Szyk’s paintings and illustrations from obscurity. s

The eulogy by Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser best sums 3%
this artist, who past away in 1951, in New Canaa
Connecticut: f

“...a champion of justice, a fearless warrior in the
cause of every humanitarian endeavor. His art was sl
his tool and he used it brilliantly. It was in his hands M.

a weapon of struggle with which he fought for the Satan Leads The Ball, Arthur Szyk, 194
causes close to his heart.” Caricature depicts Axis leaders following the Devil down the path of ev
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5th - 7th grade girls mini-shabbaton
spa and chesed night

1st and 2nd grade mini-shabbaton
with ofra slime making!
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Interview of Chazzan Yitzy Spinner
By Sophia Rein

Sophia:Welcome to the Great Neck Synagogue. What have the past four months here been like for you?

Chazzan Spinner:; They have been awesome. I'm trying to get to know people. To learn about a thousand new people is very
intimidating and daunting! Everyone has been helpful and very supportive. It's just really amazing that everyone has-so wel
comed our family. It could be very challenging moving to a new community where you know very few people, but people have
been really helpful trying to make things as comfortable as possible for us as quickly as possible. It's been really awesome.

Sophia: What is your musical background?

Chazzan Spinner:| started playing piano when | was five or so. Music theory has always been a passion of mine. Not just
playing, but understanding what I'm playing - why and when everything should work and how the music functions. So it's
something | started studying pretty early on. | moved from piano to a few other instruments along the way. Piano and guitar
is what | play most proficiently, but | do keep a humber of other instruments around just to be able to work my way around.

| have a bass up here in my office now because | had to write some bass parts. | do a lot of orchestration work. Orehestra
tion is writing music for other instruments to be played at the same time. So | will write for violins that have to perform with
violas and cellos and French horns and oboes and a lot of different instruments. | have spent a lot of time learning about all
the instruments, how they work and how they get performed. That has rounded out my experience and education from the
instrumental and music theory side. Then, vocally, | have been singing for a long time. | started performing professionally on
stage when | was eight years old, touring as a soloist for the Miami Boys Choir. Here | am 28 years later still performing. |
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studied with a lot of voice teachers and voice coaches over thene with kids. Purim evolves. Rosh Hashanah is going to feel
years in different styles of music from some old Italian styles tosimilar year-to-year. Shavuot is going to feel similar year-to-year.
some more contemporary Broadway-type styles. It has given mBut, as kids get more involved, as they become more mature and
a lot of access to a lot of different types of performances throughlearn more, and as they get more hands on, it changes the expe
the years. rience for you. For Hanukkah, the central theme is the menorah.
The kids are going to help you light a menorah, but it is going to
Sophia: When did you first know you wanted to be a chazzanbe the same lighting of the menorah. Maybe you trust them a
When you were growing up, what did you want to be? little bit more with a lit candle this year than you did last year.
But Purim allows you to really express individuality in dressing
Chazzan Spinner:| was actually going to be a lawyer, not going yp, and in watching someone appreciate a Megillah in a different
to be a chazzan. But when | was in Yeshiva University | toolyay. Purim is when we interact with other people, not only in
some classes in the cantorial school there, the Belz School qfrivate, but in public we are out in the streets. So Purim takes
Jewish Music. There | was reintroduced to Chazzan Sherwoef a little bit of a different life and so it can change year-to-year
Goffin, who has since retired from the Lincoln Square Synagogug a way a lot of the other holidays don't. Pesach changes too as
| also studied there quite extensively with Joseph Malovany fronhe kids get more involved in the Seder, but the framework of the
Fifth Avenue Synagogue. He was a very strong musical mentor 8eder pretty much stays the same. Pesach and Purim are close
mine. | had performed with Chazzan Goffin when | was a youngiontrunners. If you asked me right before Pesach, | probably

child and we were reintroduced in my college years there. We saould say Pesach. If you asked me right before Purim, | would
down and he encouraged me. He said that this is not a professiogropably say Purim.

for everyone and not a profession that most people would really

appreciate, but that he felt that it would speak to me and that | sophia: What kind of music do you like to listen to for pleasure

would be a good fit for the profession. We had several very longnd who are your favorite musicians?

talks and he took me under his wing, along with the Director of

the school at the time, Chazzan Bernie Beer. We devised a pl@mazzan Spinner: | like to listen to a lot of different types of

where | would be able to finish the entire cantorial program whilemusic. | listen to anything that | can learn from musically. Right

| was still an undergraduate. It was a very good decision for menow, there is a singer, a very talented singer named Juan Diego
Florez who is a brilliant vocalist who | have been listening to a lot.

Sophia: Do you have any hobbies or special interests? There are so many people to listen to, whom | appreciate music
from. | went to see a guitarist two weeks ago named Tommy

Chazzan Spinner: Absolutely! The one that people know me folEmanuel who is a brilliant guitarist. | studied music of Jacob-Col

is cycling. I do a lot of cycling. There is a terrible picture on myier who is known as today’s Mozart at 24 years old. There is a lot

office wall of me in a moustache cycling. | ride about 150 miles g music out there that | learn from. Both inside of and outside

week on a bicycle, thousands of miles per year. My whole familyt jewish music, cantorial music, vocal music and instrumental

rides. Itis a family passion and hobby. | also have a lot of weirdyysic, | have a very diverse listening interest. There is very little
quirky hobbies. | have a nice collection of glasses. | have a lgfat | don't listen to.

of glasses! Other than my glasses, people know me for wearing

unruly socks! | like to consider myself an interesting person.  sophia: Can you tell me something about yourself that would

surprise our SCOPE readers?
Sophia: What kind of activities do you like to do with your chil

dren? Chazzan Spinner: One thing that a lot of people have been find
ing surprising to hear about me over the last few months is that,
Chazzan Spinner: Anything active. We are a very active familyi the Spinner house, I do the cooking. | don’'t know why that is
We were recently on vacation and we spent time kayaking, hikingo surprising, but people find that very surprising. | do all the
and climbing up waterfalls. Anything that keeps everyone activgooking at home. | actually enjoy it. | find it to be very freeing and
and smiling is good for us. We do a lot of cycling as a family, goingimost therapeutic at the end of a week to just be able to create

for miles and having a blast. food and then enjoy it. | do it every week and people have been
shocked by it. There are not a lot of men in this community who
Sophia: What is your favorite Jewish holiday and why? cook, from what | understand.

Chazzan Spinner: That's a good question! They are all very- difSophia: Thank you for doing the interview.
ferent from each other, especially from my perspective. | love

a Seder, but | also love Purim because you never know what i{8hazzan Spinner: My pleasure!

expect. | want to say Purim, but there are elements of each that
are so unique and | do appreciate them all individually. It is a har

question to answer. Sophia Rein is a 10th grade student at Ramaz High School.

Sophia: Why did you choose Purim?
Chazzan Spinner:Well, | think Purim evolves, especially as seme
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Two Tickets to Paradise
By Scott Mayer

Last year, one week before Pesach, the Great Neck- Syn
agogue Youth Program had its March Madness semi-fi
nal round. After the Hashkama minyan, | was victorious
against a well-prepared Sammy Kroll. In the Beit Midrash,
Jason Zucker beat Zechariah Lichter, setting up the final
round between Jason and me. The finals were extremely
fun and intense, but in the end, | was lucky enough to
win the grand prize two free tickets to Israel! | couldn’t
believe it! | was going to Israel, and it was even better
because it would be my first time going.

After about nine months of waiting and a number of peo

ple asking me if they could have the second ticket, | had
the privilege of going to Israel for yeshiva break in Jan

uary. When deciding who would get the second ticket,
my parents couldn’t pick one person, and instead bought
three extra tickets so we could go as a family.

On the plane ride, I got very little sleep and couldn’t wait
to get there. The plane landed on Friday at noon and we
had to hustle in order to get to our Shabbos plans. We
spent the first Shabbos on Moshav Nehalim celebrating a
family Bar Mitzvah with cousins and more cousins. After
Shabbos was over and the jet lag started to wear off, my
family and | started a long but fun week of enjoying and
touring the beautiful country of Israel.

On Sunday, we went to the bullet factory in Rehovot,
where we learned about the production of bullets pre-
1948. After that, we went to Tel Aviv and met more of my|
dad’s cousins who he hadn't seen in almost thirty years.
We went to the beach and dipped our feet in the water.
Even though it was freezing, it was beautiful to finally be
in Yam Ha-Tichon!

The next day, we were up early to begin another day of
touring. When we walked out of our apartment, we met
our tour guide, Shimon. Shimon was absolutely one of the
funniest people I've ever met in my life. He told so many
jokes and kept my entire family entertained the entire
time. On Monday, Shimon took us all around the outskirts
of Jerusalem. He showed us Har Zeitim as well as other
beautiful and important points of recent Jewish history
and Biblical times. We also toured the tunnels under the
Kotel, which was life-changing. | was ten feet from the
Kodesh Hakodashim, which is in a direct line to Hashem.
The holiest spot in the entire world was ten feet from
where | was standing! After the tour was over, we went

W
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to the Kotel and had some time to say tefillot. It still hasn’tfully ;) sam's shul and davened with him. We then spent Shabbos
sunk in that | was standing at the very spot | face to daven€v  ith sam's family and the Gilberts, shared more stories, and

ery day. In the evening, Shimon took us to the shuk and we gotto gpinved more great food. After Shabbos was over, we headed
look around and buy a few things that enhanced our trip. The day pacy 1o the airport and sadly left the beautiful country of Israel
was packed with events, and before | knew it, it was Tuesday. | pehing. On the plane ride home, we were already thinking about

On Tuesday, we had a different tour guide for the day whose OUr nextfamily trip to Israel.

name was Daniel. Daniel started the day by taking us to th ) ) o )
burial spot of Herod the Great and explaining to us who Herdd I would like to thank Rabbi Polakoff, Rabbi Lichter, Rabbi Jensen,

Dr. Mike, and Rabbi Rabinowitz for their time and dedication to
the Youth Department and for supporting the March Madness
gcompetition. Good luck to next year's competitors!

was and what he did for the country of Israel and the Jewis
people. Tuesday was a very powerful day because we went {o
Kever Rachel and Ma’arat HaMachpelah. It was quite amazing t
see the cave of the patriarchs and matriarchs, and all the Bibl
cal stories I've learned and studied became reality. Daniel also
took us to the most delicious hummus place for lunch, and no
| can’t look at Sabra hummus the same way.

first person to make it to the top was my little brother, Aidan,
who practically ran to the top. When we reached the top, w
toured the site, learned the history, and learned the meanin
of, “Masada shall not fall again.” After we hiked back down Masa
(with Aidan finishing first, again), we figured that it would be a
good idea to cool off in the Dead Sea. Due to a tight schedule,
were only able to spend a short time floating in the Dead Sea, b
in that short time, | quickly understood why there are no fish living
there and why you cannot get the water in your eyes! After float
ing in the Dead Sea, we headed off to the beautiful land of Ere
Breishit. At Eretz Breishit, we rode camels to Avraham Avinu's te
Avraham himself welcomed us inside, sent Eliezar to bring us frui
and tea, and helped us bake our own pita bread. It was extreme
fun and something | would do again.

On Thursday, my dad’s roommate from college, Sam, took
around the Old City of Yerushalayim and on Friday he took us
Meah Shearim. Meah Shearim was beautiful and | really enjoy
the overflow of religious Judaism. It was also cool to just fee
the beautiful atmosphere of Erev Shabbos. On Friday afternog
we walked around the shuk to experience the madness and-cr
ziness as the country got ready for Shabbos.

On Friday night, we went to the Kotel to daven under the sk The Mayer & Steinberg families r
as we welcomed the Shabbos. This by far was the highlight of in Israel.

my trip for many reasons. First and foremost, we were wit “
thousands of Jews welcoming the Shabbos. Second, we had a
Great Neck minyan because the Steinberg and Leventhalfa
ilies joined us for a beautiful davening led by my dad. Lastl
as the sun was setting, and thousands of Jews were singing
| finally understood the beauty of Shabbos. After davening,
walked back to the apartment where we were staying and ha
Shabbos dinner with the Gilbert family, another one of my mo
and dad’s friends from college. Dinner was amazing, the foqd
was so delicious, and it was definitely fun to hear old storie
about my parents from college. On Shabbos morning, we walked

SCOPE Magazine Passover 2019



What do 10th century Tiberias, the Karaite community of
Jerusalem, the Crusades, Old Cairo, Maimonides, Aleppo| a
president of Israel, the Mossad, and shadowy antiquities
dealers have in common? The Aleppo Codex of course!
Also known as the Keter Aram Tzova, the Aleppo Codex hes
a fascinating history stretching over one thousand years.

Until the 6th century C.E., all Tanachic texts, including the
Torah and Dead Sea Scrolls, were written on scrolls- Co
dex technology, making it possible to write on both side
of a page, in book form started to evolve. It had devel
oped in Rome as a cheaper alternative to scrolls. In 6th
century C.E. Tiberias, the Ben-Asher family started the
task of creating a formal and final Tanachic text. Tiberias
had become the center of a movement to add vocaliza
tion and cantillation marks and Masoretic commentaries
in Tanachic texts. In 895 C.E., Moshe Ben Asher wrote
a codex of the Bible. His son, Rabbi Aharon Ben Ashe’,
the most famous scholar of the Tiberias Masora, in about
930, led the assembly of an edition of all 24 books of the
Tanach, the first definitive Tanach in book form. The codex
was written by the scribe Shlomo Ben Boya’a, and Rabbi
Aharon Ben Asher added the vowels, cantillation marks,
and Masoretic commentary. The codex made its way to
Jerusalem approximately 100 years later, when the Kara
ite community of Jerusalem received it from Yisrael Ben
Simha of Basra sometime between 1040 and 1050. The
codex was used for public readings and study on Pass
over, Shavuot and Succot, and served both the Karaites
and Rabbinic Jews.

In 1099 the Crusaders destroyed Jerusalem, killing many
of its inhabitants, and holding Jewish survivors as well
as the codex and other holy works for ransom. The in
habitants of Ashkelon borrowed money from Alexandria
to buy back many volumes as well as eight Torah scrolls.
These were transported to Egypt in a caravan led by an
Alexandrian official Abu’l-Fadl| bin Yusha who was in-Ash
kelon for his wedding in 1100. The codex may have been
among these volumes. Regardless, the codex was re
deemed from its Crusader captors, and reached the *Kni
sat Yerushalayim” Rabbinical synagogue in Fustat, Old
Cairo. An inscription on the codex from that time, half in
Arabic and half in Hebrew, relating to its ransoming and
then its dedication to the synagogue, reads “Blessed be
he who preserves it and cursed be he who steals it, and
cursed be he who sells it, and cursed be he who pawns

it. It may not be sold and it may not be defiled forever.”

Maimonides had examined the codex at the end of the
12th century in Egypt, and wrote about it in his authorita
tive Halachic work, the Mishna Torah, describing these 24
books revised by Ben Asher and previously in Jerusalem.
He considered this codex version authoritative, and-de
creed as Halacha that all Torah scrolls should be written
according to this manuscript. Within a few generations,
all Jewish communities accepted this ruling.

By the 15th century, the codex ended up in Aleppo, Syria. It
may have been brought there by Rabbi David Ben Yehosh
ua, the great-great-great-grandson of Maimonides, who
left Egypt in 1375, traveling through Israel, and then living
in Damascus and Aleppo. He brought many manuscripts
with him, including Maimonides’ own commentary on the
Mishnah, and the codex could have been among them.
The ancient Jewish community of Aleppo was well-regard
ed, even by Maimonides, and considered strong and rich
in material wealth and spirit, with a vibrant synagogue.
Legend has it that Yoav Ben Tsruya, King David's army
commander, conquered Aleppo, and built the synagogue
even before the First Temple was built. Another tradition
dates the construction to the time of the Second Tem
ple. Other scholars claim construction began in the fifth
century. The synagogue became the center of the Aleppo
Jewish community (and had been recalled fondly by my
father-in-law Chaoul Dabbah z”| who grew up in Aleppo).

The synagogue was a complex of prayer and study rooms
surrounding an open courtyard. It also featured a cave
which tradition describes as the site where the prophet

Elijah was exiled. A chest was placed at the entrance
to the cave which housed the Aleppo Codex, known as

Page from the Aleppo Codex
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the Keter, or Crown of the Torah. Later it was stored in a locked
iron chest in this cave of Elijah, and accessible only by designated
distinguished men of the community. During the Keter's nearly
600 year presence in Aleppo, the Aleppo Jewish community guald
ed their venerated codex zealously, and regarded it as their most
sacred possession.
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By the early 1900’s, Zionist leaders took an avid interest in bringing
significant Judaic items to Palestine, and the Aleppo Codex was
at the top of their list. In 1935, Zionist leader and scholar Yitzhak
Ben-Zvi traveled to Aleppo, where he was allowed to only glimpse
the chest holding the codex. Trying to convince the elders of thz
community that the codex belongs in Jerusalem, he was dismissed
by them as being an outsider trying to steal their heritage. In 1943, The Synagogue of Aleppo
fearing that the codex was in danger by being in an Arab state
during wartime, scholar Yitzhak Shamosh of Hebrew University and Machine. Israeli agents from the Mossad and the Jewish
an Aleppo native, was dispatched by Ben-Zvi to try again to retrieve Agency were in touch with Faham, and he met the Jewish
the codex. He was similarly rebuffed by the community elders. Agency representatives in Turkey, and from there arrived
at the Haifa port. Instead of handing the codex contents
On November 30, 1947, the day that the U.N. General Assembly votd@ @ representative of the Aleppo community, he handed it
for the establishment of a Jewish state, Arab mobs stormed the 10 @ Jewish Agency member Shlomo Zalman Shragai, who
Jewish quarter of Aleppo, attacking the Jews and burning their then passed it to President Ben-Zvi. It was later given to
synagogues and businesses. It was feared that the codex too had the Ben-Zvi Institute of Hebrew University. The Aleppo
been destroyed. Rioters apparently broke into the iron chest on rabbis felt betrayed though, as their intention was that it
December 2, and threw the codex on the floor. However, the-syn Pe given only to the chief rabbi of the Aleppo community
agogue’s sexton Asher Baghdadi, and his son, secretly returned to in Israel.
the synagogue and gathered the scattered pages. For the next
10 years, even when word got out that the codex had not been
destroyed, it was kept hidden by the leaders of the Aleppo synél
gogue, still refusing to move it from Aleppo for fear of the curses
connected to the codex.

Yet, soon after the arrival of the codex, nearly 200 pag
es of the original 487 page codex had disappeared. It is
believed that the codex made it to Israel nearly complete
(as testified by Shragai), and then suddenly almost 200
pages were gone. The missing pages include all of the
Five Books of Moses, except the final chapters of the Book
of Devarim, as well as other parts of the Tanach, including
sections of Shir Hashirim, and all of Kohelet, Eicha, Esther,
Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah.

Yitzchak Ben-Zvi became Israel's second president in 1952, and un
successfully tried again to pressure the Aleppo Jews to send thz
codex to Jerusalem. But in 1957, two Aleppo rabbis, in fear of an
imminent demise of their community, agreed to try to smuggle the:
codex to Aleppo Jews in Israel. Murad Faham, an Aleppo JewistAnalysis of the remaining pages show no burning, refut
merchant expelled from Syria was chosen for the mission. In 1958, ing the theory that the missing pages may have been
Faham received the sack holding the precious codex, and it was burned during the Aleppo riots. So, where are then the
then wrapped in cheesecloth and blankets and hidden in a washing missing pages? The story becomes a veritable whodun
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it, with accusations and conspiracy theories flying. Were the missing page
lost? Stolen? Smuggled? Sold? Some have accused the Ben-Zvi Institut
sloppy handling of the codex, in particular its first director Meir Benayahu. |-
general, his cataloging of incoming books and manuscripts was inconsisten
and there are many ancient books and manuscripts, unrelated to the Alepp ===
Codex, which disappeared from the Ben-Zvi collection in the 1950’s and 19688
Benayahu left the Institute in 1970 and died in 2009. B

Attempts to recover the lost pages have had only glimmers of success. In 19¢ &
a parchment leaf was given to the Israel National Library by Shulamit Romang
of Jerusalem. This page was given to her by her aunt Mary Hedaya of Brook
who received it from her sister from Aleppo, whose son apparently picked
the page from the floor of the synagogue in 1947. Another fragment of a pag
from the Book of Exodus, was discovered in 1988, jealously guarded in the p
session of an elderly man in Brooklyn, Shmuel Sebbagh. He wouldn't say wh
he got the fragment, but had it laminated and carried in his pocket at all time
After he died, his family sold it to the Ben-Zvi Institute.
In the mid-1980’s, Shlomo Moussaieff of London, a major collector of Juda
was approached in the Jerusalem Hilton lobby by Haim Schneebalg, an exg
dealer in ancient Jewish manuscripts. There, in a hotel room he offered Mot
saieff nearly 100 old parchment pages, which Moussaieff believed were part
the Aleppo Codex. Moussaieff stated that they could not agree on a price, als &

the pages were later sold to a buyer in London, whose name he would net ra;r.q £
veal. Schneelbag later died in 1989 under suspicious circumstances in a ro. |
at the Plaza Hotel in Jerusalem.

It's been said that the subject of the missing Aleppo Codex pages is so se.
sitive that even if they are in someone’s possession, they might be afraid ¢ #&
producing or selling it, out of fear of the curse of the codex, or fear for thei
own safety. For now, the known Aleppo Codex pages are in the Shrine of tj
Book at the Israel Museum, where parts of the codex can be viewed alongsi
the Dead Sea Scrolls. Perhaps one day they can be reunited with the miss
pages of the Aleppo Codex.

COMMITTEE FOR ACCURACY IN MIDDLE EAST REPORTING IN AMERICA

Government policy and public opinion is greatly influenced
by the media. Consequently, it is crucial that reports on Is
rael are covered accurately and truthfully. On February 24th,
Gilead Ini, a Senior Analyst at CAMERA, discussed how the
New York Times and other influential news outlets slant the
news to fit an agenda, and why it is so critical to constantly
monitor the media and demand correction on misinformation,
half-truths, and false narratives.

The program, attended by over 80 people, took place at the
home of Diane and David Rein, and was chaired by Shoshana
and Martin Sokol.

Gilead Ini
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Rabbi Robert ‘Reb’ Landsberg, Z’

Part lll - Mission Accomplished
By Alan J. Steinberg

In the Chanukah 2017 SCOPE, | first wrote about the 40th yahr
zeit of our Assistant Rabbi, Rabbi Robert Landsberg z’l, and |
wrote again about the unfolding of this amazing story, in the

great reading to this day, and by emailing the shul office, the)
will send you the link to both previous articles, Part | and Part Il
Very briefly, in October 2017, the Great Neck Synagogue; s
sored a Seudat Shlishit, in honor of the 40th yahrtzeit of Rabbi
Landsberg z'l who was our Youth Director and then our fir

Assistant Rabbi. He was an amazing leader for the youth of our
shul and he tragically, became ill and died in 1977 at the tender
age of 30. Upon his passing, some of his treasured sefori

were given to his friend and the local NCSY Regional Directpr,
Mr. Perry Fish z"l. Perry, who recently passed away, held onto
these seforim for almost 40 years. Perry’s wife, Debby, thouglnt
of giving these seforim to me, as | remained friends with Perr
and | was one of the few people who both benefited from Rabbi
Landsberg’s leadership and also had the honor of working with
him, when | became our shul's Youth Director. My intention was
to donate these seforim to our shul’s library, as | could not lo
cate any family members of Rabbi Landsberg’s family. If kept
in our shul, many people in our shul would use them in merit of

on

moved to Israel, and had five more children with her new hus
band, Howie. Dassie, now a grown woman, also living in Israel,
is married and has many children, but one son, is named for
her father (Rabbi Landsberg) and his name is Avinoam Troen,
living and learning in Israel. Both Mimi and I, after reconnect
ing after 40 years, agreed, that it would be most appropriate,
if Rabbi Landsberg’s seforim, after all these years, would wind
up in the hands of his grandson living in Israel. | did not want
to ship the seform to Israel, so we agreed, that the next time
that | would travel to Israel, I will bring the seform with me and
present them to Rabbi Landsberg’s grandson, Avinoam.

Rabbi Landsberg's neshama. For the Seudat Shlishit, | prepafed Well, in January 2019, with my son Ira, learning in Israel for the

a large poster of the many pictures | had of Rabbi Landsbelg
and his time here at GNS, so that the new and younger mem
bers of our shul would have the opportunity to learn about him

—

This large poster was not only displayed at Seudat Shlishit, b
it was placed at the entrance to the shul throughout Shabbos
so, that not only those who attend Seudat Shlishit would see
it, but, the entire congregation would see the poster and either
remember Rabbi Landsberg or learn about him. A few weeks
later, our long-time member Tina Machnikoff, who had seen the
poster, was on a river cruise in France, when she ‘coincide
tally’ met a woman who mentioned that she too was original
ly from Great Neck. This woman, Mimi Kahn, whose currgnt
husband Howie, was the organizer of this kosher cruise, as it
turned out, was the young Rebbetzin to Rabbi Landsberg whegn
he died. Truly amazing.

Mimi Kahn, out of sheer curiosity and amazement, then reached
out to the GNS, to find out why her late husband was being
remembered 40 years after his passing. The call from Mimi was
first sent to Rabbi Jensen, who then put me in touch with Mimi
Apparently, Mimi, after the death of Rabbi Landsberg, got r
married and together with their six-month-old daughter Dassie

D

year, it was the perfect opportunity for my family and | to take
a trip to Israel to visit Ira and to of course, take with us, Rabbi
Landsberg’s seforim.

Now that Mimi and | had reconnected, we remained in touch
and | let her know that | would be traveling to Israel. She was
very happy to learn of our upcoming visit and she notified her
daughter Dassie and her grandson, Avinoam, that | would be
coming. We then selected a date, time and place, on which to
meet when | was in Israel. Before | left Great Neck, Jim Frisch,
in our shul office, assisted me in preparing GNS dedication
stickers for the inside of all of Rabbi Landsberg’s seforim, to
make them even more special.

We prepared our suitcases for our trip and we packed up the
full set of Rabbi Landsberg’s seforim and off we went. Once in
Israel, Mimi and | set the date for Saturday evening, right after
Shabbos, January 19th at our hotel in Yerushalyim. We were
all very excited and a bit nervous. After Shabbos, Mimi and her
grandson, met us at our hotel and the reunion, 40 years in the
making, was set. Dassie, Rabbi Landsberg’s daughter, unfor
tunately, was not feeling well, so she was unable to join us for
the evening. We agreed to meet up at another time.
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Rabbi Landsberg’s seforim

Upper right hand corner is Rabbi Landsberg’s name in his hand writing.
GNS dedication sticker placed in each sefer.

Back Row L-R: Ira Steinberg, Eliana Steinberg, Gabriella Steinberg, Orly
Steinberg and Phil Steinberg.
Seated L-R: Avinoam Troen, Mimi Kahn and Alan Steinbgrg

volunteers served Thanksgiving dinner to residents of
After 40 years, B’H, the years have been good to us, so bot Arrandale Senior Housing in Great Neck which was

Mimi and | recognized each other immediately. | then intro
duced Mimi to my wife Orly and then to my children who were
with me that evening, Phil, Ira, Gabriella and Eliana. Then cam
the magic long awaited moment, when Mimi then introduced
me to Avinoam, Rabbi Landsberg’s very handsome and pe
sonable grandson! Shaking his tender hand, was my way pf
reaching back and shaking hands once again with our beloved
Rabbi Landsberg. Its sent chills up my spine.

I made the presentation of Rabbis Landsberg’s seforim to Rgb
bi Landsberg’s grandson in Israel. It was a very moving experi
ence for all of us, Mimi, her grandson, my wife and our children.

| had the pleasure of knowing Rabbi Landsberg very well,
when he was our Youth Director and then our Assistance Rgb
bi. Destiny did not grant Rabbi Landsberg longevity so that he
could be here to raise his daughter and meet his grandson.| |
am certain that Rabbi Landsberg would have been absolutgly
thrilled, fully approving and perhaps in disbelief, that his trea
sured seforim would wind up in the hands of his grandson
living in Israel. Mission accomplished.

This miraculous journey, of these special seform of Rabbi
Landsberg, that were recently placed in my care, could not
have taken place without the guidance and attention by of
course, Rabbi Landsberg z'l himself, Mimi Kahn, Perry Fish|z
Debby Fish, and Tina Machnikoff.

May Rabbi Robert Landsberg’s neshama continue to have|a
aliyah, in merit of all the good that he did while he was with
us at the GNS.
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Chosen or Choosing?
By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.

A few months ago the Jewish people observed the 3,300 yea
anniversary of the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. We
call it zman matan Torahtainu...the time of the GIVING of odr
Torah. But in translation, | propose that it should be called
zman kabbalat Torahtainu...the time of RECEIVING our Torah.

Where would we be if God had offered us His Torah and wi
refused to accept it? But because we did accept it we were
called the CHOSEN people..."am asher bachar banu”..the peo
ple (or nation) whom He chose.

At the same time, we could also be referred to as the CHOO
ING people. We Jews and God are in partnership. He created
the world and we are the “managers” of His Estate.

Our task is to be “tikkun ha olam,” perfecters of the world, to
help God’'s world to be a better place in which mankind can
live in peace.

'We were beaten burned, brutallzed forced to convert to the
“faith of the enemy, pogroms, massacres, inquisitions and ho

~“It'is ot a once-upon-a-time gift.

Has there ever been a time in the 4000 years of our history
when we were not surrounded by hostile neighbors? -Ca
naanites, Perizites, Hittites, Hivites, Girgashites, Jebusites,
Amorites...seven “nations” who dwelt in the land which God
promised to us.

And our not-so-close neighbors...Egyptians, Babylonians, As
syrians...who enslaved us or took us into captivity in exile, far
from Zion and Jerusalem.

em hostlle to us.

locausts. And in spite of being suffering servants of the Most
High God, we rejoiced in being His special people, even an “am
k’shai oref,” a stiff-necked stubborn people.

| firmly believe that it was in our suffering that our Jew
ish faith-was preserved. Had we been allowed to live freely
among other peoples as equals we would have assimilated
into alien cultures and nothing of our past Jewish heritage
would have remained.

Take note that when a Jewish male is called up for an aliyah
to the Torah, in the final words he thanks God for GIVING us
the Torah.

The Hebrew word “notain ha Torah” is in the present tense.

It is not “natanha Torah,” who GAVE us the.Torah. That past
tense word was recﬁed in.the beginning of the blessing. But

in the finality. of the' blessing the present tense is used to
remind us:that.the giving of Torah is still alive.

It is not “WAS,” but rather
HIS.H

Torah lives with us both as a Chosen people and as a Choos
ing people.

There is a rabbinic statement which clarifies our relationship
to God in accepting His Torah and living our lives by its laws
and commandments.

“Torah ainena overet b'yerusha. Kol dor va dor tzarich
I'chadesh ota...” The Torah is not a hand-me-down as -an in
heritance alone; each and every generation is obligated to
renew it.

When Moses received the commandments at Sinai, he did not
speak to the assembled lIsraelites of blintzes and cheese-
cakes. He spoke only of the sweetness of our Torah. And it
was only in later generations that the rabbis suggested that
on Shavuot we should eat sweet foods to remember and to
commemorate the sweetness of Torah.

Likewise, we dip an apple in honey on Rosh Hashanah to wish
ourselves and others a sweet new year, a new year of life,
love, blessings, devotion, dedication, tolerance and the pur
suit of peace.
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But we have still remained, after 4000 years, an “am kshai
oref,” a stiff-necked and stubborn people. We have not yet
learned how to live with one another, in spite of our differenc
es. Where there are two Jews there are three synagogues..
and one is for the synagogue which we do not enter to pray.

Our country, Israel, was founded mainly by Jews who, although
they never denied God, chose not to serve Him religiously- Fol
lowing in the footsteps of Theodor Herzl, the dreamer of Zion,
a completely secular and assimilated Jew, they built a Jewish
nation for all Jews, believers and non-believers.

And sadly there has been hostility between the two factions
ever since the founding of our independent Jewish State. In
Israel many Jews are denied freedom of religious expression.

There are thousands of Jews among us who would like to
worship God in accordance with their own traditions but are
prohibited by the rabbis who remain chained to 16th century
Judaism and who reject the cultureg

Torah is not simply a scroll or an anthology of books. It is the
complete guide to the Jewish way of life. A guide is someone
or something that leads us on correct paths. It prevents us
from straying into unknown and alien lands and cultures. By
following the guide, we cannot get lost.

Hashem blessed us with His gift. We, in return, must demon
strate our gratitude by accepting His gift. That is what it truly
means to be both a CHOSEN as well as a CHOOSING people.

May the coming Pesach be one of life, good health, and

blessings for us, our families, and our Jewish people
“ba-asher hem sham...” wherever they may be.

of other lands and peoples.

It is also that common history
which binds us as one people.

As an Israeli citizen, | prefer deme
racy over theocracy and | yearn for

rabbinate of great and noble men liki
Rabbi Kook and Rabbi Herzog, of blessed memory, both wh
were deeply admired, respected and loved by all the Jewish
population of Eretz Yisrael and Medinat Yisrael.

It is not alone the Jewish religion which has preserved us as
a people.

We were preserved by a common history. We were all slaves
in Egypt. We all stood at the foot of Mount Sinai when Moses
descended with the two tablets of the law. We were all driv
en into Babylonian and later Roman exile. And we all perished
in flames, both in the Catholic Spain of Cardinal Tomas de¢
Torquemada'’s Inquisition and centuries later in the ovens of
Hitler's Auschwitz.

It is also that common history which binds us as one people.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Hakippurim, the Days of Aw|
when we humble ourselves before Hashem in sincere con
trition for our past errors, let us not forget our two nomen
clatures: we are a CHOSEN people and we are a CHOOS
people. And each one of us serves our God in our own pre
ferred way “...Asher bachar banu mikol ha amim v’'natan lan
et Torahto...” who chose us from among all peoples (nationg
and who gave us His Torah.

“Baruch ata Hashem, NOTAIN ha Torah...” Blessed are yo
God, who GIVES us the Torah of life. It is the Torah, the Ch
mash, the Pentateuch of five holy books joined with nineteen
other less divine books of Neviim (Prophets) and Ketuvim
(Scriptural Writings) that warms us when we are spiritually
cold, enables us to rejoice in times of gladness, and comforts
and sustains us in times of sadness and sorrow.

Monday evening,
7:45 - 9:30

synagogue Kitche /
REMEMBER ..
OnIy certain items can be shered

See inside for details. ) _,, ﬁ”’
*ltems have to b€ thoroughly cleane
= (silver shou|d be polished).
“Items should not be used for 24 houfs.
4. First come, rst served. f

int
\'\
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The first Biblical reference to the staff of Moses occurs when
God confronts Moses at the burning bush.

“G-d said to him, ‘What is that in your hand and Moses said, ‘£
staff.” Exodus 4:2.

Photo 1

The first miracle performed by the staff at God’ Photo 6

command was its transformation into a snake and
back again into a staff which occurred at the burnin
bush to allay Moses belief in his inadequacy for the ta
of freeing the Jews from Egyptian bondage. Exodus 4:3%.

Does the “your” refer to Moses’ staff or Aaron’s? | believe it is the
staff of Moses because subsequently God tells Moses to take the
staff “that was turned into a snake you shall take in your hand
and strike the waters so they change to blood.” Exodus 7:15-18.
But again, God directs that Aaron take “your” staff and turn the

“And this staff you shall take in your hand, with which you shall fiver to blood. Exodus 7:19.

perform the signs.” Exodus 4:17. . _
Before Pharaoh, the staff is used to perform the miracles of:

“So Moses took his wife and sons, mounted them on a donkey,
and returned to the land of Egypt and Moses took the staff of
God in his hand.” Exodus 4:20.

a) Turning into a snake and returning to its natural state;
b) Devouring the staffs of Pharaoh’s magicians;

¢) Turning the Nile to blood;

Was the staff made of wood or another material? Is there an d) The infestation of frogs over Egypt;

origin to the staff? A Midrash of Shemos relates: e) The dust of Egypt transformed to lice;

. ) _ . f) Hail, thunder and fire (lightning?);
When Moses later withdrew to the garden behind Yisro’s house g) Locust swarm over Egypt;

to t'hank God for having §u§tained him and kept him alive, he h) Splitiing the Red Sea (Exodus 17:5).

noticed a sapphire rod sticking out of the ground. He removed

it and brought it to Yisro to find out whose it was. ‘If you were The staff continues to be the instrument used to perform mira
able to move this staff, you must be its rightful owner!” ex cles. When the Jews are at Horeb and complain, “why is it that
claimed Yisro. ‘Know then that according to astrological calcu you brought us up from Egypt to kill us from thirst.” God orders
lations, it is very special; | therefore took it from the Egyptian Moses to strike the rock by Horeb and water will come forth from
court after the death of Joseph, to whom it originally belonged. it and the people will drink. Moses does so with the staff and
The stars predict that the owner of this rod will redeem the water flows from the rock. Exodus 17:6. Photo 2 painting by Pieter
Jews from Egypt. No one else was able to pull it out of the de Grebber c. 1630.

earth.” The staff which Moses pulled from the ground in Yisro’s Sub . Amalek ; he J Rephidim. M di
garden had been fashioned by God who had given it to Adam. It ubsequently, Amalek confronts t € Jews at ephidim. Vioses di
rects Joshua to select men to go into battle while Moses “will

was handed down to Shais and then to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,

Joseph and Moses. Later, after Moses death, it was passed onStand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”
to King David and the suc,ceeding kings of Juéea " When Moses raised his hand, Israel was stronger. Exodus 17:9.

Photo 3 painting by Sir John Everett Milllais 1829-1896.
Subsequently, Moses expresses his inability to speak due to his Again, God orders Moses when the Israelites are in the WAlder
stuttering and God appoints Aaron, Moses’ brother, as spekes ness of Zin and dehydrated to take his staff but to speak to the
man to Pharaoh. There is rabbinic dispute as to whether the rock which was before them. Moses disobeys and raises his arm,
staff used to perform miracles of the plagues was the staff of strikes the rock with the staff twice. Abundant water came out
Moses or whether it was the staff of Aaron. The dispute arises and the people and their animals drank. Bamidbar 20: 12-13.

from a Biblical sentence wherein: . -
There are many references to the staff in rabbinic commentary.

“God said to Moses and Aaron, ‘When Pharaoh speaks to youBut what happened to the staff? Some believe the staff disap
‘Provide a wonder for yourselves,’ you shall say to Aaron, ‘Takepeared at the time of the destruction of the First Temple to reap
your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh - it will become a pear again at the coming of the Moshiach.

snake!™ Exodus 7: 8-9. See Photo 1 (recognize Yul Brynner ar|1_|d Chri q hi | hat duri h ) ¢
Charlton Heston). owever, Christendom history relates that during the reign o
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Photo 4

Photo 2 Photo 3

Constantine the Great in the 4th century the staff of Moses was
brought to Constantinople (now Istanbul). According to the- Pa
tria of Constantinople, the emperor went on foot to greet it at the
Gate of Saint Aemillianus on the Propontis coast. The emperor con
structed the Church of the Theotokos of the Rhabdos (staff) there
and placed the staff there for veneration.

After the 6th century, according to the Book of Ceremonies, a
Byzantine collection of historical works on the history and monu
ments of the Byzantine imperial capital of Constantinople, it was
moved to the Great Palace and was placed in the golden reception

A . . Photo 5
hall and carried in imperial processions.

The staff was admired by English and Russian pilgrims in later

centuries. Historical records mention that Baldwin Il, the last Latin Istanbul (today the Topkapi Museum). The dispatching of holy

emperor of the Latin Empire of Constantinople, pawned a choiceelics to Istanbul continued, particularly during the increasing

selection of relics including the Staff of Moses to the Venetians. Wahhabi assaults on holy places and objects in the late 18th
and 19th century. Similarly fearing a First World War British as

King Louis IX of France in approximately 1239 paid Baldwin &auit on Medina under Lawrence of Arabia, additional holy Is

135,000 livres for the relics (a. minor lord could earn 400 livres damic relics were sent to the former any Chamber in the third

year). The relics arrived in Paris carried by two Dominican friarscourtyard of the Topkapi Palace where they rest today. Photo 4.
It was reported that in the final stage of the journey, they were

carried by the King dressed as a penitent. Upon arrival, King Loui§he purported staff of Moses is located in the Destimal Cham
hosted a weeklong celebration. ber of the Privy Chambers at Topkapi. Photo 5. Ten years ago

when my wife and | visited the Topkapi Museum, we observed a
The staff was first stored with other relics in a Iarge chest and was separate bu||d|ng with a |Ong line of people, women all dressed

housed in the Chapels at the Chateau de Vincennes and at the Chqh Chador' niqab, J||bab and or burqa_ My wife wore a scarf over
teau de Saint-German-en -Laye. King Louis had a special chapgkr blonde hair. We went on line and were admitted. The inside
the Sainte-Chapelle, built for the relics within the medieval PalaiSWas dark. We were the 0n|y westerners. The rooms therein
de Ia C|te (the Royal residence Of the Kings Of France Until the 14tare maintained by those Who had memorized the entire Quran_
century) and upon its completion in 1248 the staff was moved there.There, in a glass show case we observed the alleged staff of
As the Kings of France drained their treasury to support their wars, Moses. No photographs were permitted. We left and went to

they sold off many of the relics. Under Henry IV of France (reigneghe gift shop. No photographs, postcards, books or images of
1589'1610) what was left of the treasure was held until the FrenCh!he staff of Moses were sold. None were permitted_

Revolution. The French Revolution banned conserving relics and

all other sacred symbols linked to the kings, though allowed for In recent years, a high official at Topkapi, Hilmi Aydin, has

pieces judged to be of high artistic quality to be saved. produced a book entitledhe Sacred Trustsvhich contains a
photograph of the purported Moses’ staff. Is this the staff of

Meanwhile, the Ottoman Sultans were collecting sacred relics: MoMoses? See Photo 6.

ses is a prophet of Islam. The relics were housed when acquired

in a Privy Room in the Inner Courtyard of the Sultan’s Palace it
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Shahnaz Tartak Malekan , M.D.
Child, Adolescent, & Adult Psychiatrist

Expert in Medication Mangement
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+ Anxiety (OCD, PTSD, Panic Attacks) Bipolar J}&1 »
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+ Biofeedback & Mindfulness Training
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+ Reproductive Psychiatry, Infertility, PMS g oladl 3l o7
« Clinical Supervision of Psychologists & Social Workers PMS 3130 »

Fluent in Farsi, English & Hebrew

Office: 516.472.0461 Bartstow Medical Center
Fax: 516.706.1549 29 Barstow Rd., Suite 302

Email:smalekanMD@gmail.com Great Neck, NY 11021
Office hours by appointment only
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Toscanini, Huberman and the Birth of the Israel Philharmo

f ﬁ_l,-. nainIinan ni1'1an
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PROGRAMMES OF THE
%’Mﬂf PALESTINE ORCHESTRA

‘ SEASON 1936/37 NID o

Program cover signed

Toscanini and Huberman at the first concert of the Palestine Symphony Orchestra,

By Carol Buckmann

Bronislaw Huberman was the Itzhak Perlman of his day.
A Polish Jewish violinist of incredible skill, he is largely
forgotten today but was very well known throughout Eu
rope, playing in the major concert halls, including with
the Berlin Philharmonic, and teaching at the Vienna State
Academy in the years before World War Il. Arturo Toscani
ni was, of course, the famous Italian conductor known
simply as “The Maestro.” Toscanini was known for his
temper, his artistic sensibility and his strong opposition
to Mussolini and Fascism. Each of these musical titans
played a pivotal role in the birth of the Palestine Orches
tra, which became the Israel Philharmonic in 1948.

Huberman was a cosmopolitan European but his focus
settled on Palestine after two visits in 1929 and 1931: Hu
berman was determined to establish one of the world's
greatest symphony orchestras there, “a second and
greater Salzburg.” By 1934, he had met with prominent
Jews in Palestine and through personal fundraising and
an influential concert tour that included 42 concerts in
two months, Huberman raised substantial funds for the
establishment of the orchestra.

Huberman’s artistic dreams soon became combined with
his fight against the anti-Semitism then raging in Europe.
Huberman was prescient and foresaw the threat to Jew
ish survival in Europe before many others. He wrote in
the Manchester Guardian of his disgust with the failure of
German intellectuals to oppose Hitler’s policies. Huberman
declined an invitation to play with the eminent conductor
Wilhelm Furtwangler, resigned from his teaching position
at the Vienna Academy, and returned to Eretz Israel. He
stated, “One has to build a fist against anti-Semitism and
a first class orchestra will be that fist.”

A fine film released some years ago called “Orchestra of
Exiles” documented the role Huberman played in recruiting
from Europe leading musicians who had become jobless
due to the new anti-Jewish laws and getting them papers
to immigrate to what was then Palestine. These were
world-class musicians whose proficiency raised great
pride in their new home. Like Schindler, Huberman had a
list. In addition to recruiting the seeds of a fine orchestra,
he undoubtedly saved the lives of these musicians. It has
been estimated that he rescued 1000 of them.

Huberman continued to put on fundraising dinners. He re
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Israel Philharmonic Orchestra

cruited Albert Einstein, himself an adept violinist, as chair
of the American Association of Friends of the Palestine
Orchestra. Einstein assisted Huberman with a fundrais
ing dinner in New York in 1936 to which Toscanini, then an
exile from ltaly, was invited. This was the beginning of a
historical collaboration between Huberman and Toscanini.

Toscanini was a lifelong opponent of Fascism who-be
moaned the loss of Jewish musicians from his orchestra.
He had refused Hitler’s invitation to conduct at Bayreuth
due to his opposition to Nazism. His opposition to Mus
solini had resulted in a physical attack on the streets of
Italy and ultimately led to his exile from Italy after an4in

ternational outcry forced Mussolini to return Toscanini's
passport. He relocated to New York, and the dinner-invi
tation led to Toscanini’s agreement to come to Palestine
at his own expense to conduct not only its inaugural cen

cert, but to lead the Palestine Orchestra in its inaugural

concert season from December 26, 1936 to January, 1937,

Jews in Palestine were so starved for fine music that
3000 people thronged to these concerts in Tel Aviy in
cluding Chaim Weitzmann, David Ben Gurion and Gold
Meir. The British High Commissioner also attended.- Hu
berman himself did not participate so as not to steal the
limelight from the orchestra’s musicians, and due to a{at
er hand injury, did not have the opportunity to play with
the orchestra until 1938. In addition to serving as antidote
to the hard work and suffering of the time, the concert
programming made a political point. In addition to works
by Brahms, Rossini and Schubert, Toscanini included
Mendelssohn’'s A Midsummer Nights’ Dream in the- pro
gramming as a marked contrast to Hitler’'s banning of the
works of Jewish composers from German concert halls.
Toscanini’'s seminal role in the creation of what was to
become the Israel Philharmonic is recounted in detail in
a biography called Toscanini: Musician of Conscience by
musical historian Harvey Sachs. In addition to lending his
prestige to the operation, personal recollections attest to
Toscanini’s kindness towards individual musicians, fund

ing their travel to Israel and sometimes even paying for
apartments for them. Despite his famous temper, the mu
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Of course, the orchestra that became the Israel Phithar
monic is now known throughout the world. The orchestra
has been conducted by many famous conductors, among
them Leonard Bernstein, Kurt Masur and Zubin Mehta. To
scanini himself conducted again in 1938.

To mark the Israel Philharmonic’s 80th anniversary, the
orchestra’s inaugural program was repeated under the
renowned conductor Ricardo Muti. The orchestra eon
tinues to perform both in Israel and on world tours each
year and, true to the traditions established under Huber
man, it continues to include many immigrants to Israel
as members.

SCOPE Magazine Passover 2019






1200 Northern Boulevard
Manhasset
516-869-8585

SHOWCASEKITCHENS.COM



say that all the people who were present at the time should

B fast, whether or not they actually saw the Torah fall. Finally,
ASk the Rabb| there is an opinion that all the members of the synagogue in
which the Torah fell should fast. The general consensus among
By =10 o] MBI 26l E/Glill  poskim is that the person who dropped the Torah should fast as
well as those who actually saw it fall.

How long is the fast supposed to be? Most poskim say that the
fast should be a one day fast, while there are others who sug
gest a three day fast in the style of Monday, Thursday and the
following Monday (known as bahab). There are some unusual
opinions saying that the fast should be 40 days, because the
Torah was given over 40 days.
Many people assume that the proper response to a Sefer Torah
falling has to do with fasting, but who has to fast - just the per Are there options other than fasting? Since the Talmud doesn't
son who dropped it, those who saw the Torah fall, or everyone at all discuss the case of fasting when a Torah falls and since it
who is a member of the shul; and for how long is the fast? seems that this custom has developed only in the last several
hundred years, there are those who are lenient and suggest
This practice of fasting for a fallen Sefer Torah actually has no that one can redeem his fast through increased charity, good
source in Tanach or the Talmud. It is referred to in various ways deeds and Torah learning.

by codifies of Jewish law quite likely reflecting a minhag that
had developed among the Jewish people over many years. Rav Chaim Yosef David Azulai (the Chida) writes that each rabbi

should decide the most appropriate response for his communi
The earliest reference to this practice of fasting for a fallen-To  ty should such an event occur. The custom that has developed
rah is found in the response of Rabbi Samuel Kali, a 16th century is clearly a reflection of the value with which the Jewish com
Turkish scholar and posek. His opinion is based on an incident munity embraces the Torah and that which it represents.
recorded in the Talmud (Moed Katan 26a), where King Yehoya
kim (king of Judah before the destruction of the first Beit Ha
Mikdash) actually burnt a scroll written by the prophet Yirmiya
hu. This scroll was to later become known as the book of Eichah
and it foretold the impending destruction of Jerusalem and with
it the loss of Yehoyakim'’s reign. The passage records that the
king and his servants did not tear their garments, thereby im
plying that the proper response upon seeing the burning of a
scroll is to tear keriyah and rend one’s
garments. Rabbi Kali writes that this
is a bit of a source for the custom of
fasting when a Torah falls. His opinio
is quoted by Rabbi Avraham Gombin -
(the Magen Avraham, 17th century P
land) in his commentary on the Shul}
chan Aruch, and accepted as standart
practice by most codifiers of Jewish
law and responsa. '

Question:
What happens when a Sefer Torah falls?

Answer:

As to whom should fast, there are var
ious opinions mentioned throughout
the responsa. Some say only the perf
son who was directly responsible for
the Torah falling, whether that means
the person holding the Torah when it
fell or the person moving a Torah that
caused another Torah to fall. Otherg
say that the custom of fasting applies
also to the people who saw the Toral
fall, while there are still others who
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Ira Lubin, Sweet Man, Sculpto
Judaica Artist, Wonderful Fathe
1922-2019

By Zachary Dicker

Ira Lubin On June 14, 1976 Ira Lubin received an award from

the United Jewish Appeal and Federation jof
Jewish Philanthropies Joint Campaign.

Left to Right: Milton Guttenplan, Ira Lubin apd
GNS Chairman of the Board, Harold Domnitch.

Ira Lubin, a sweet man, talented musician, creative sculp
tor, extra-ordinary Judaica artist, whose only weakness
was chocolate, died this past January.

For the Great Neck Synagogue, as Rabbi Polakoff, who
presided at the funeral noted,”Ira was the synagogue’s
resident artist - he never said, ‘No.” Ira created the large
menorah that hangs on the wall to the right of the ark,
the ner tamid, the eternal light, that hangs over the open
ing of the ark, a Torah breastplate, a pair of remonim, the
wooden letters over the memorial lights on the syna
gogue walls, and many of the Judaica gifts given to Great
Neck Synagogue dinner honorees.

(A bit of full disclosure. | met Ira soon after | moved to
Great Neck in 1971, and he was quick to encourage mge
to join him at the Tobe Pacher Judaica Workshop, at the
Jewish Museum. The workshop was started by Ludwig
Walpert, who was trained at the Bauhaus, in pre-WWII
Germany and then went to the Bezalel in Jerusalem. The
workshop was then run by Moshe Zabari - Walpert's star
pupil. Zabari accepted me into the workshop and Ira and
| became fast friends).

At the funeral, the Lubin children, grandchildren and a
niece talked about their father and grandfather, Ira Lu

bin, and, in remembrance of Ira’s trumpet studies at the
Juilliard School of Music, there was a trumpet solo at the
end - also appropriately, each of the Lubin speakers wore

Torah breastplate, menorah & ner tamid created by Ira Lubin

Great Neck Synagogue main sanctuar

a pendant or pin that Ira had made for them.

The following Lubin children, granddaughters, and a niece
spoke at the funeral. They were Linda Batwin, niece, Clau
dia Lubin, daughter, Pamela Kon, daughter, Isabella Esposito,
granddaughter, Lauren Zeichner, daughter, Rachel Kon, grand
daughter, Seth Lubin, son, Naomi Zeichner, granddaughter,
and Bailee Esposito, granddaughter. Here are some of their
thoughts:

Lauren, the oldest, was first:

Many of us here have “worked on projects” with my dad. For
many years there was a band of students and friends who

would come on Wednesdays to his workshop to learn, work,
and be mentored by him. He was an extraordinary guide and
teacher: Knowing when to step back and when to take the

lead.

Seth, her brother, with bullet points about his father:

* Dreading this day.

« Circle of Love

* He has Always Been My hero!

* Music

« Set a high bar for fatherhood

e Taught me how to use my hands and head
to solve problems

* He was a true craftsman

» Taught me the value of hard work

* Hope

« His memory will always be a blessing!

Daughter, Pamela:

Ninety-six years is a long time. How does one talk about a
man who has seen so many days. My father was the father
that everyone wants, that everybody should have. He was
good and kind and loving. Everyone who met him, loved him.
We hear that said, but everyone really loved him. He was a
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loving husband and father, grandfather and great grandfather
and friend. He was there for all of us at our graduations, our
weddings and our children’s weddings, always creating some
special gift.

Claudia’s Eulogy:

Dad has been fighting very hard to stay alive these last few |
years. He bravely went into this fight and did what he had to
each day to continue to be here with us. He wanted to live
more than anything. He did not give up and stayed positive al |
ways. He was truly incredible. That was his way; all in, facing
all challenges head on.

We would like to thank the following people and organizations
for their caring of him along the way: Most importantly, Dr.
Hal Gerstein, Regina and the staff of the Cancer Institute of
Long Island. We cannot express with more appreciation for
your loving and exceptional care of dad. He had several mor
years than expected because of your efforts and talents. Dr.
Marzena Gieniusz and her staff of Northwell Health Geriatrid
and Palliative Medicine at Great Neck, who treated him with
respect, care and compassion.

11°

The doctors, nurses and PCA'’s of Northwell Health North Shore
University Hospital Monti 9 and Cohen 3 for their gentle and
loving care. The Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine Unit o
Northwell Health North Shore University Hospital for their help
and guidance near the end. Doreen Baker of Northwell Health
for giving us the encouragement to bring dad home to live
out his days surrounded by the love of his family and small
furry grandchildren. And all the other healthcare professionals
that helped and cared for dad along the way, too numerous to
name here. Thank you to the nurses, social workers, aides and
doctors of Regional Hospice and Daniel Care for their caring
help and guidance in the last weeks of his life.

il

Thank you to the amazing women that helped care for dad,;
Alexandria, Barbara, his faithful friend Sherry who he enjoyed
lively conversations with and our angel Anna, who we will be
forever indebted to. Thank you to you all from the bottom of
our hearts.

Daddy was a handsome devil from the beginning. It was no
surprise he had good fortunate in his love life. Two long mar
riages. Mom and dad’s love story has always been a beacon of
light for all of us. Something to aspire to and emulate.

Granddaughter, Bailee:

Ira Lubin was the best man I've ever met. | know | haven't
been alive very long or met that many men, but | know this for
sure. He was so incredibly filled with love. | liked to hold his
hand because it made me think of the beautiful things he'd
made in his life. He held my hand back so tightly, so lovingly.
His fingers were short and stubby and his palms weren’t soft

all over, but they were my favorite hands. And he was my
favorite man. He was a man who was loved by all and a man
who loved all.

Isabela, Granddaughter:

When | started thinking about what | would want to say about
grandpa it turned instead into what | would want to say to
him but | think it still applies. | want to tell you grandpa how
proud | am to be your granddaughter, how lucky | am to have
lived so close to you all my life, how | admire you more than
anyone | have ever known, how much | have learned from you,
and how much | love you and always will. You were my-big
gest fan and | am yours. | will miss your soft, stubby hands
that you could hold and feel how many hours you've spent
swimming in the ocean, riding your folding bike, and building
things in your shop | will miss your scratchy beard when you
kiss me on the cheek before | leave.

Rachel, Granddaughter:

Our grandpa loved being a grandpa. He found such joy int see
ing small children grow into beautiful adults. Even with so
many of us, he made us all feel special. Throughout our lives,
he has been a boundless source of creation, both of physical
artifacts and life lessons. As a small child, he teased me about
my cheeks being like chipmunk cheeks, storing food for the
winter and then we both got to enjoy how my daughter had
the same cheeks.

Linda, Niece:

The Lubin-Batwin relationship is quite unique. My mom Hedda
was Irma’s identical twin sister and my father was Uncle Ira’s
partner in the lumber business for many decades. My mom
and dad had three children, Wayne, Donna and myself. Irma
and Ira had Lauren, Seth, Pamela and Claudia. We lived seven
blocks from each other. Irma was my second mother and Ira
was my second father. All seven of the cousins were inter
twined in all aspects of life growing up and that continues

on today.
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| want to share a beautiful poem today for my Uncle Ira. It is
by Margaret Mead.

To the living, | am gone. To the sorrowful, | will never return.
To the angry, | was cheated. But to the happy, | am at peace,
And to the faithful, | have never left. | cannot be seen, but
| can be heard. So as you stand upon a shore, gazing at a
beautiful sea - remember me. As you look in awe at a mighty
forest and its grand majesty - remember me. As you look
upon a flower and admire its simplicity - remember me. Re
member me in your heart, your thoughts, your memories of
the times we loved, the times we cried, the times we fought,
the times we laughed. For if you always think of me, | will
never be gone.

Granddaughter Naomi:

He always took another chocolate cookie when he wanted
one! But he never struck me as indulgent - he found ease
in facing difficult tasks head on, or letting them go. Either

way, he believe being finished with something was worthy

of celebration. As a man of a different generation, he enjoying
hanging out with women, and never trivialized their work. By

making art, he created a world where he didn’'t have to nego

tiate with anyone. His vision of beauty was a gift he chose to

give himself.

Ira Lubin was born in the Washington Heights neighborhood
of New York on April 2, 1922. When he was three his family
moved to Astoria and later to Flushing, Queens. He was the
son of the late Nathan and Bess Lubin of New York and later
North Miami Beach, Florida. He attended P.S.122, Stuyvesarn
High School and later Juilliard School of Music where he
studied trumpet He also attended Penn State University and
University of Florida during his army service. He briefly stud
ied at MIT in an army radar program. When World War Il was
looming he signed up for the army and served in the Pacific
Theatre of Operations as a staff sergeant in the 202nd Signal
Corp Depot. While posted at Fort Monmouth in New Jersey, he
met his future wife Irma Mae Gerber. After returning fromJa
pan at the end of the war they were married in Newark, New
Jersey. He later became the father of Lauren Zeichner, Seth
Lubin, Pamela Lubin Kon and Claudia Lubin.

—

The Prophet Elijah...But With
Which Messiah?

By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.

On the eve of the Passover seder, as it approaches the end,
one of the exciting moments for a young child is to run to the
door and open it, welcoming the invisible guest, the prophet
Elijah, who comes not only to sip from the special cup of wine
reserved for him at the Passover table, but to bring the joyful
news to all present at the seder of the soon-to-be coming of
the messiah.

The problem for me is which messiah is he promising. We
have had some 50 messiahs in our entire Jewish history, all
“m’shichai sheker”... all false messiahs.

We must begin with the very first one who has no place in
the Jewish religion but who had an immense place in our
early history. He was, of course, the Nazarene teacher Yeshu
(Jesus) of Nazareth, believed by his disciples and followers
as the promised messiah of the Jews. His death at the hands
of the Roman Pontius Pilate put an end to the realization of
Jewish messianic dreams. Yet, the story of his resurrection
bestowed upon him the title of “Christos,” the Greek word
for the anointed one, the chosen messiah. The ideal of the
Jewish messiah was one who would save the Jewish people
from oppression and who would usher in world peac&uch

a one has never been.

Since the 1st century there are 2.5 billion Christians in the
world today who make the Jew of Nazareth the most widely
claimed messiah.

In the 2nd century Simon bar Kosiba was hailed as King-Mes
siah by the great Rabbi Akiba who gave him the name Bar
Kochba (son of the stars) and encouraged him to lead a rebel
lion against Rome. He died at the battle of Betar ending his
claim to messianiship.

In 5th century Crete, a Jew named Moses proclaimed himself
to be like the biblical Moses and he led 470 followers through
the sea where he and they all perished.

Later another unknown self-proclaimed messiah disappeared
during a Muslim conquest.

In 8th century Persia, Ishak ben Ya'kub Obadiah in Isfahan
claimed that God had appointed him to free Israel. He founded
the first sect that arose in Judaism after the destruction of
the Temple and rebelled against the Caliph of Persia. He was
defeated and slain at the battle of Rai. Yudghan, a follower of
Ishak, continued the messianic faith declaring himself a preph
et but regarded as the messiah by his followers in Hamadan.
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Under the influence of the Christian Crusades the numbers of

self-proclaimed messiahs increased and the 12th century r
cords five of them.

The 13th century gave us Abraham ben Samuel Abulafia and
sim ben Abraham.

In the year 1413, Moses Botarel in Spain appeared with messi
pretentions but with few followers.

The 16th century produced Asher Lammalale, a German Jew
proclaimed himself to be the messiah of the Jews in Venice al
in 1502 promised that by a pillar of cloud and smoke the Jev
would be returned to Jerusalem.

He was followed by David Reuveni (1490-1541) and Shiomo M
(1500-1532). They were arrested by order of Charles V, Holy R
Emperor and King of Spain, taken to Mantua in Italy, forcibly-be
tized as Catholics, convicted of heresy and were burned alive
the stake.

The 17th century produced one of the most famous of the fal
Jewish messiahs. Shabbatai Zevi, who had proclaimed hims
as the true messiah, had many thousands of believing follow
ers. He was a Turkish Jew who was summoned by the Cali
and was given the choice of converting to Islam or being put t
death. He chose to convert to Islam and became a Muslim,-le
ing thousands of his followers leaderless.

He was eventually succeed by Barukh Russo and Mordechai M
ia, Jacob Querido, Miguel Abraham Cardoso and Lobele Po
who, in 1750, began calling himself Messiah ben Yosef.

The 18th century gave rise to one of the most famous of all o
false messiahs. Jacob Joseph Frank claimed to be a reincar

tion of both King David and the patriarch Joseph. He took the

title of “Santo Senor” (holy lord) and his thousands of followe
claimed that he had performed miracles.

In 1759, however, he converted to Catholicism in Warsaw &
was imprisoned by the Catholic church as a heretic where h

died, leaving thousands of his followers disillusioned and lead

erless. Many of them converted to Catholicism.

The 19th century produced two minor Yemenite candidates {
messianic leadership, Shukr Kuhayl and Yehuda ben Shalom.

The last 20th century has produced one of the most modest ar
beloved of all, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (1902-

e offended when | call Bet Chabad from my home in Israel only
to hear a recorded message, “Bet Chabad. Yechi Ha-Melech Ha
Mashiach”...Chabad Center. Long live the King Messiah.

Nis
So when the prophet Elijah comes knocking at the door on Rass
over, which of the 50 false messiahs will he promise us to make

anian appearance speedily and in our lifetimes?

Perhaps, we should offer Elijah something a bit stronger than
wha sip of wine!
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world leader of the strongly zionist Chabad Hassidic movement. *=3

Known as the Lubavitcher Rebbe in his headquarters at 778-Ez
ern Parkway in the Brooklyn borough of New York, he himselfné
er openly proclaimed himself to be the messiah, but following h
death there was a rift. Many thousands of his followers world
wide split in his movement and believe that he never really die
and refer to him as ha melech ha moshiach...the King Messiah

| was privileged to have met with this holy man three times.
honored him and held him in highest esteem. But | consider
avodah zarah, idolatry to bestow messianiship upon him. | a
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Lubavitcher Rebbe, Molly B. Right ©2017
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Ira Lubin was born in Washington Heights, New York on
April 2, 1922. He attended Stuyvesant High School and
later Juilliard School of Music where he studied trumpet.
He also attended Penn State University and University of
Florida during his army service. He briefly studied at MIT
in an army radar program. When World War Il was leom and Yom Kippur. He continued to do this until just a few years ago.
ing, he signed up for the army and served in the Pacific
Theatre of Operations as a staff sergeant in the 202nd
Signal Corp Depot.

Ira and family were friends of my parents since they joined the
Great Neck Synagogue. | stayed in touch with Ira even after he
could no longer come to shul to keep him up to date on what

Ira was a caring, easy going man with a warm smile, posi ever was going on. He was always proud to tell me some news
tive attitude and great artistic talent. The Great Neck Syn about his children Lauren, Seth, Pamela, Claudia, who grew up in
agogue was fortunate to have Ira as a member starting in our shul and was also proud of his sons and daughter in law, his
1954 when he moved into Great Neck with his wife Irma. grandchildren and great grandchildren. The Great Neck Synagogue

is very fortunate to have Ira’s sculptures and Judaica enhance our
shul for many years to come. He will be remembered by all who
knew him for his gentle and kind demeanor and for always taking
the time to listen with genuine interest and patience.

Ira was never looking to be in the spotlight but was -al
ways happy to do what he could to be of help to family,
friends and our shul using his many talents. In his early
years of involvement with the Great Neck Synagogue, Ira
was President of the Mr. and Mrs. Club, with Irma, and he,
served as GNS Membership Chairman. In 1963, Ira serv
as Recording Secretary on the GNS Executive Board. |
addition, he also served on the GNS House Committes
helping with decor and building projects as well as par
ticipating on many dinner committees and journals.

Ira was a sculptor, silversmith and Judaic artist. In 1968
our shul was fortunate to have Ira design and fabricate

the menorah and the ner tamid (eternal light) which are
both hanging in the Solomon S. Goldwyn Sanctuary at ou
shul. In the early 1990’s, Ira co-chaired with Milton Guiten
plan z'I the new interior aron renovation using walls of

Vermont stone which were designed to hold and display
all the Torah’s in the aron kodesh in the main sanctuary.
Aesthetic appeal was always important to Ira and there

fore he took the time to help beautify our shul.

In addition, Ira designed many of the awards which were 34

given to some of our shul honorees like my mother, Belle - f ‘ £ =

Goldwyn z'l who received beautiful copper hammered Left to right standing: Sol Schoenberg, Bernie Meisels, Ira Lubin, Aaron Finerman,

candlesticks with the first pasuk from Eshet Chayil. Ira Mac Mender, Rabbi Ephraim Wolf, Perry Greenberg.
. . . Seated in front: Belle and Solomon S. Goldwyn

also designed an award for the comedian Alan King who

lived in Great Neck and it was presented at one of the GNS

dinners as well.

Some of our shul members who knew of Ira’s talent and
knowledge would often seek him out to get advice on-Ju
daica design or even how to take care of their sterling=sil
ver items at home. Ira had a gentle nature and gave of his
advice and time freely. He even volunteered to hand-pol
ish all the Great Neck Synagogue sterling Torah crowns
and rimonim in our shul every year before Rosh Hashanah

-

SCOPE Magazine Passover 2049



SCOPE Magazine Passover 2019



We look forward to growing our program and utilizing the enor
mous resources available in our community. If you have a partic
ular expertise and would like to be a featured guest speaker or
have any ideas for future programs, please contact one of the
co-chairs listed below.

Looking for a warm, welcoming place where you can feel at GNSChaverim@gmail.com
home? Then join us at Chaverim every other Wednesday at 11:30 Cindy Hodkin
a.m. in the Braun Youth Center. Catch up with friends and meet Cindy.korman@gmail.com

new ones. Enjoy our engaging programs and nourishing lunches,
help celebrate a lifecycle occasion, play bingo, Mahjong, scrabble
and other games and learn what'’s trending in the shul and the
community, or just shmooze. No experience necessary.

Michelle Berman
Michberman@gmail.com
Erica Heisler
Ezh624@aol.com

Our recent offerings featured an uplifting presentation by Helo Naeema Pomerantz
caust educator, Meryl Menashe, about women of the resistance
who fought for the survival and honor of our martyred people in
Europe during WWII. In observance of Veterans Day, Rita Gordon
son regaled us with heartwarming anecdotes of wonderful years
in post-war Japan with her late husband Lew when he served in
the U.S. military there. At our Chanukah party, Chazzan Spinner
taught us about some of the not so well known musical tradi
tions and history of the chag as he played the guitar while we
sang along with him. Lori Ginsberg of Northwell Health gave us
an in-depth and ever so useful Fall Prevention workshop, a eom
prehensive instruction on how to recognize and correct danger
ous situations that could cause falls, a leading cause of injury
and worse for all of us, and particularly for seniors. A fascinating
documentary,The Queen and, lexplained the circumstances sur
rounding the fall of the Shah of Iran, as seen through the eyes of
Queen Fara Diba, from her Parisian exile. This skillfully drawn film,
in English and Farsi, was very direct in examining how the Shah
was abandoned by his allies as his regime began to totter. As part
of our series on how local government works for us, Patty Katz
of the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District, explained the
critical work of her office in maintaining the health of our com
munity through its management of our sanitary infrastructure.
We capped off our latest programs with hands-on design and
creation of beautiful terrariums to take home. Supplies were-do
nated by Erica Heisler and instruction provided by Rachel Heisler
whose dedicated efforts on behalf of Soroka Medical Center in
Israel we cannot praise highly enough.

Naeema260@gmail.com

So how do you make Chaverim your every other Wednesday stop?
All you have to do is let us know at gnschaverim@gmail.com or by

phoning the shul office at (516) 487-6100 that you are coming to
the next meeting and - show up!

We are self-sustaining and welcome individual and joint sponsor
ships. Donations in any amount are encouraged! Please consider
sponsoring a lunch in recognition of a simcha, a yahrtzeit, or a
special moment in your life.

Chazzan Yitzy Spinner at Chaverim

SCOPE Magazine Passover 2019



Craig A. Weinberg

Animal Medicine and Surgery
of Little Neck

Dr. Edward Parver
Veterinarian
47-41 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, N.Y. 11362
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SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

RUTH MERMELSTEIN

WILL SHARE H ER HORRIFYING WARTIME EXPERIENCES
THROUGH A POWERFUL INTERACTIVE PRESENTATION

WEDNESDAY MAY 1, 200
8:00 P.M.
Great Neck Synagogue

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
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HINDI MERMELSTEIN, M.D, FAPM FAPA drew design

ADULT PSYCHIATRY & printing co.
SPECIALIZING in MEDICAL ILLNESS, WOMEN'S ISSUES, & GERIATRICS
" 725 Stucco Lane

1010 NORTHERN BLVD, SUITE 208
GREAT NECK. NY 11021 Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

TEL 516 336 2562  FAX 516 336 2532 917_ 576_ 038 q I
drhmermelstein@optimum.net andydrere@gmal_l'Co andrew aflen
drewdesign.net
.|

A JACK NICKLAUS FAMILY OWNED COMPANY

Ellen Allen
Realtor - SRES, CBR

91 Broad Street, Suite A
Charleston, SC 29401

Mobile: 843.560-9160

Email: Ellen.allen@nvrealtygroup.com

drewdesignl@icloud.com
andydrewdesign@gmail.com

OLGGOHQHFN 5RDG *UHDW 1HFN [1< drewdesign.net

We carry kikiriki shirts \_ J
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Gratitude and Renaissance
By Robyn Blumner

There may be many times in one’s life to have opportuni

ties to thank people but not many occasions to actually

do so. | have chosen to write this piece to thank certain

professionals who have given me a new life and a way
to breathe again. This may not ever be seen by medica
professionals, or be entered in publications such as the
Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA): Ho
ever, | am living proof that a single medical procedure can
be life changing.

<

Since | was a child, | suffered from allergies to trees, dust,
and pollen like many individuals do. However, | became
quite ill from them and developed a terrible cough that
led into adulthood including croup like symptoms well

into my forties and fifties, quite scary. In my late forties

| developed whooping cough and could not stop choking
for six months. Thereatfter, | lost my singing voice and-de
veloped a cough that sounded like a sea lion. The only
difference was that | lived on land!

From then on, | was living on antibiotics and had multi

ple sinus and bronchial infections. Since it was a chronic
cough and | could not function, | had to live on cough
suppressants.

This was an ongoing downhill process until my pulmonol
ogist Dr. Jason Karp, the first person | am thanking who
tried so hard to help me and ultimately did, suggested |
take a specific CT scan of my trachea. It revealed tracheo
malacia which is the collapsing of the trachea on the out
breathe. It is rare, however, depending upon the severity
can be difficult to live with. Dr. Karp recommended that
| see Dr. Richard Lazarro at Lenox Hill Hospital who is a
cardiac thoracic surgeon who now robotically performs
this type of procedure.

As soon as Steve and | met this angelic doctor | knew
that | could trust him. However, | waited a year to think
about it and when my symptoms were unbearable and |
could hardly speak anymore, | knew the time had come. |
turned sixty years old and wanted to be well and perhaps
sing again! We returned to Dr. Lazarro and set up a bron
choscope which revealed a severe case of tracheomalacia
and bronchoemalacia as well.

Steve stayed with me in the hospital for two nights (I
thank my hero!) and as soon as | was wheeled out of the
operating room | was able to breathe again! Thank you to
Dr. Lazarro!

Dr. Richard Lazarro Dr. Jason Karp

| was walking up and down the corridors the next day and
was home two days later, in fact my voice has come back
again and | sang a klezmer concert five months later.

One more person to thank is my allergist Rose Rubin for
her tremendous support, encouragement and always at

tempting to find ways to relieve my symptoms. She is a

one in a million kind of person!

We are all masters of our destiny, and hence are empow
ered to seek those who can enhance us. It is incumbent
upon us to show gratitude and love to those who aide us

in the process. May we be able to help those in need, as
well. This is my renaissance!

Support SCOP

PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE
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Our Sisterhood of Great Neck Synagogue is a wonderful
group of women who get together for fun, informative,
and charitable events. We have so many events planned!

As we prepare for Pesach, the Sisterhood wants to re
mind everyone of all the great events we had this past
winter. Coach Cindy Gold began our winter season with a
fascinating discussion about healthy habits, and gave us
strategies for losing weight. Over 200 Mah Jongg cards
were sold, and each year the amazing Cynthia Wiesenfeld
sells more and more! Thank you so much, Cynthia! They
will be mailed to us directly from the Mah Jongg League,
right about now (Pesach time!). Robyn Blumner organized
a Salt Cave Outing at the Roslyn Salt Cave - it was sold
out! The air smelled so good, full of all those ions. Robyn
led us in meditation and we all felt rejuvenated after. -Af
ter our Canasta lessons ended we have continued to play
weekly! Thank you so much Ellen Domnitch for teaching
us and to Jayne Altman for organizing our games (and to
Dario and Henry for the weekly set ups).

As we go to press (it is still February!) the Sisterhood is in
full swing. Purim is fast approaching and Celia Lemonik
has provided us with a new design for our Purim cards.
She is so talented, and we are lucky she gives her talent
and time to us. We sell hundreds each year, and | thank
all of you for your support of our Sisterhood. Vivan Kron
and Judy Lillien are doing a spectacular job with our Sis
terhood Purim Basket sale. Originally conceived as a care
package for our college kids, this year it has expanded
to include a basket appropriate for business associates
and we have partnered with the ever so kind Diane Rein
of Bikur Cholim to bring Mishloach Manot to those in our
community in need. This is also a program that increases
in number each year!

We had our first Pre-Pesach/ Mother’s Day Boutique! We
felt that there was a need in our community for a one stop
place for all your Pesach needs, and the fabulous team
of Cindy Ludwig, Jackie Nissan, and Janet Lenchner put
together an amazing day for us complete with cooking
demonstrations! We are also looking forward to our-an
nual Chai Dinner, this year at Cho-Sen Village Restaurant.
Our speaker is Janice Kaplan, author of “The Gratitude Di
aries.” Everyone will get a free copy of her book! Thank
you so much to Robyn Blumner for chairing our dinner!

Your Sisterhood does so much for our community - on
Rosh Hashanah flowers are brought to our Bikur €ho
lim recipients (thank you, Diane Rein!), every bar and bat
mitzvah is given a gift (thank you, Annie Mendelson and
Louisa Prawer!), new mothers are treated to a basket of
goodies (thank you, Cynthia Wiesenfeld!), shiva houses
are given a meal (thank you, Erica Heisler!), the Sisterhood
Gift Shop is always available for all your needs (thank you,
Beth Gersten and Diane Rein!), the Florence Shaffer Memo
rial Fund supports deserving students with scholarship
funds (thank you, Cindy Hodkin!), sponsorships of Chaver
im Center lunches, co-sponsorship of the GNS Memorial
Day Parade walkers, and much more! By supporting your

Sisterhood we can continue to support our shul.

Come to our events, participate in our meetings, meet
new friends, (gab and trade recipes) and have fun with
us! Hope to see all of you soon!

Farla Frumkin

Farla

Presiden
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Flourless Cranberry Chocolate

Chia Cookies

Submitted by Rebbetzin Ellen Polakoff
(From Kriscarr.com)

1 medium ripe banana, mashed

1/2 cup creamy almond butter

2 tbsp. chia seeds

2 tbsp. cacao powder

15 drops liquid stevia (or 1/4 cup coconut sugat,
optional for sweetness)

1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

1/4 tsp. baking soda

1/8 tsp. salt

1/4 cup cranberries, chopped (I used frozen)
1/4 cup vegan chocolate chips (optional)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a baking sheet with
a silipat or spray with cooking spray. Mash banana in
a medium bowl. Add almond butter, chia seeds, cacao
powder, stevia, vanilla, baking soda and salt. Stir well
to combine. Fold in cranberries and optional vegan chec
olate chips. Using wet hands, roll dough into about 10
balls. Flatten slightly with hands. Bake for about 10 min
utes, or until set. Store in refrigerator in an air-tight con
tainer. Yields 10 servings.

SCOPE Magazine Passover 2019



Pesach Matzah Pudding

Frozen Coffee Mousse
Submitted by Rebbetzin Katie Lichter

Submitted by Rebbetzin Katie Lichter

8 eggs
1 cup sugar
4 eggs 1/2 Cup' oil
Pinch of salt 3 tsp. cinnamon
2 tsp. salt

8 tbsp. sugar

3 tsp. instant coffee
1 cup whip topping
1/4 tsp. vanilla

16 matzahs, broken and soaked
3/4 cup raisins
3 cups applesauce

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Beat eggs. Add sugar, oil
and cinnamon and beat. Add remaining ingredients and
mix well. Pour into 9x13 baking dish. Bake, uncovered,
for 45 minutes to 1 hour.

Separate eggs, putting yolks into a heat proof, non-alu

minum, mixing bowl. Whip egg whites in pinch of salt
until they are white and frothy. Beat in 2 tablespoons

of sugar to make meringue. Beat egg yolks with remain

ing 6 tablespoons of sugar until they are a pale, creamy
yellow. Set over barely simmering water and continue to
beat until thick and smooth. Add instant coffee, stirring

to dissolve it well. Remove from heat. Mix in 1/3 of me
ringue to lighten mixture. Fold in remaining meringue.

Cool in freezer. In a separate bowl, whip whipping cream
with vanilla. Fold into cooled mousse. Setin mold or pie
crust and freeze.

Enjoy!

Enjoy!
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Great Neck Synagogue

Men'’s Club
By Hillel MilunPresident

Thanks to the continued enthusiastic support of the Men’s Cub members, life-members and our congregation in general, the recent
few months have once again been eventful and successful for the Men'’s Club.

Since our report in the last issue of SCOPE magazine, we have held the following events:

We have had enjoyable and informative talks by Rabbi David Nesendfog and Opioid Addiction and How to Live with Addicts;
by David Matlow who has the world’s largest collection of memorabilia on Theodore Herzl; and by Dr. Raphael Marcus on the histor
and current status of Hezbollah and his new bodkrael’s Long War with Hezbollah

Our semi-annual blood drive (our 64th year of collecting blood) helped the GNS achieve a total of about 100 units of blood last yea

In association with the Sisterhood, we held an extremely successful and enjoyable dinner and Beatles evening at
Colbeh Restaurant (reported elsewhere in SCOPE).

At the time of writing this report, we have the following upcoming events:

» A game show evening, Beat the Clock, hosted by Rabbi Polakoff

« A trip to NYC to see the Yiddish versiorFaddler on the Roof

* Our semi-annual blood drive

» We are hosting the Annual Rabbinic Dialogue with Rabbis Polakoff, Stecker and Feldman, and
Rabbi Yaacov Lerner, who is joining the panel this year

 The annual Defensive Driving Course presented by AAA

 An evening of archery open for all to learn and enjoy

As usual, in addition to the above, the Men'’s Club continues:
« assisting with food for families of paid-up members of the Men’s Club who are sitting shiva
« presenting Kiddush cups to the Bar Mitzvah boys.
Once again, a special thank you to my enthusiastic committee, who help make these functions such a success.

President: Hilly Milun
Vice-Presidents: Mark Friedman, Dr. Robert Knepper,
Committee members:Steve Blumner, Dr. Paul Brody, James Frisch, Michael Kohler,
Jack Lipsky, Jason Mayer, David Rein, Joe Rosenthal,
Michael Shlomo and Jerry Siegelman

Also, a big thank you to Mark Twersky, Jimmy Frisch, Dario Tavares and their staff for all their continuing assistance.

We wish all our members and their families a Happy, Healthy and Kosher Pesach.

Hilly Milun
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Men’s Club Committee Dinner

Dr. Raphael Marcus

Blood Drive

Beatles evening at Colbeh Restaurant
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Beatles evening at Colbeh Restaurant

Men’s Club Dinner 201
By Mark Friedman

This past November 10th was the Men’s Club and Sisterhood’s 5th annual
dinner. The theme was Beatles Night and Comedy. This event seemed bigger
and better than last year’'s and was attended by over 125 guests, a capacity
crowd at Colbeh Restaurant of Great Neck.

The event takes months of preparation by many people. | want to ackrowl
edge a few who put in time to make this event a success. From the Sister
hood, Judy Lillien, Celia Lemonik, Farla Frumkin and my dear wife Meryl. On the
Men'’s Club side, Hilly Milun, Jimmy Frisch, and several others.

Colbeh’s grand buffet was larger than in previous years and just as tasty,
especially the desert tables. (Side note: the leftover food went to a charity to
distribute in the area).

After everyone arrived and the appetizers and conversations came to a
close, it was time for a few short speeches by Hilly and me (I hate this part
of the night). | got my courage up and decided to tell a few short jokes. |
asked Rabbi Polakoff later in the evening how it went and he told me to
keep my day job, OUCH!

It was time for the evening to begin in earnest. | introduced Great Neck’s
own Talia Reese. If you ever heard Talia on more than one occasion, you
know how hard she works to prepare for every show she performs. Her
material is always new and relevant, and she had the audience rolling on
the floor during her 20 minute standup routine.

Talia introduced our headliners, a Beatles tribute band out of the Bronx
called, The Mystery Tourl decided to give the band an outline of Beatles
classics that started from the beginning of the band’s inception until their
later years so we could go on a musical trip with the music. The song list
was worked on by the entire Men’s Club committee. The band was amazing
and even did a complete costume change into the Sergeant Peppers Club
outfits after the break. Some of the songs they performed wetdelp, A
Hard Days Night, Yesterday, Love is All You Need, When I'm 64, LeahicBe
an additional dozen or more. You could hear many people from the crowd
singing along all through the night.

| would like to thank some of the sponsors who helped make this event
possible. Helms Brothers Mercedes, Dr. Jeanette Graf, Great Neck Wines an
The New York Mets (Meryl and my favorite team).

We had some amazing raffle prizes that were raffled off at the end of the
night, including some of the following items, Mets tickets, I-Robot vacuum,
GE crock pot, Dirt Devil, Mikasa china, electric lazy Susan, Mr. Coffee Make
and a gift basket from Dr. Jeanette Graf.

We look forward to seeing you and many more at our next show!
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| had been the closest. My wife lay dying on her bed with an -oxy
gen tank placed nearby to allow her to breathe. The hospice nurse
entered the room, checked her pulse and informed my daughter
and me that death would occur very soon. | walked out of the bed
room for less than one minute and returned to my wife’s bedside
to discover that her beautiful soul had been surrendered. Follow
ing Jewish religious custom, | closed her eyes, kissed her lifeless
lips, covered her body with a sheet and lit a candle on the table
next to her bed. Screaming, | telephoned the rabbi who came with
his wife in less than 15 minutes at 3:30 in the morning. He picked
Three lifetime friends, sitting in a quiet corner of a café in Nes-TziUP the telephone and called for the chevra kadisha to pick up a
ona, were engrossed in one of the most painfully unpleasant conlifeless body and to prepare if for burial 6 hours later.

\(;ersatm_?s |rtnag|r_1able, made.tolerant only by the pastries WolfedTWO years passed on the first day of Kislev, and my pain and
own with steaming cappuccino. grief had not subsided for even a moment. L., G. and | held hands

Al three of us had recently endured the loss of close beloved men?s We shared our common grief. | quoted from passages in the
bers of our families. None of us had recovered from their deathst969 ground breaking bookin Death and Dyingpenned by the
None of our eyes had yet dried from bitter tears. | was the first torenowned Swiss psychiatrist, Dr. Elisabeth Kubler Ross. She was
speak as | had suffered the first loss. It was that of my belovedthe first pioneer in the field of death and dying in which she out
wife of 56 years who breathed her final breath in her bed at homdined for the first time the five stages of grief which we all pass

following eight months of chemotherapy for an incurable panere through on the road leading back to sanity. In a direct order they
atic cancer. begin with denial, then on to anger, followed by bargaining with

God, moving on to depression and finally, having successfully
We took sips of our cappuccino with bites of the creamy pastriescompleted the first four stages we arrive at acceptance. In her
as L. began to share the painful dreaded death of a 50 year old saswn words she has offered a modicum of reality. “It's only when
who committed suicide by hanging himself in his home. It was anwe truly know and understand that we all have a limited time on
unexplained death. No suicide note was left for his mother, wifeearth and that we have no way of knowing when our time is up,

or children. | had not known him nor his family but his motherthat we will begin to live life each day to the fullest, as if it was
was married to my dearest friend of 64 years. He described howhe only one we had.”

she would awake screaming at night, the very sight of his pheto

dying. Butin one issue | disagree with her theories. “It is not death

More coffee. It was the turn of G. to share his deep pain. Yeatfey fear; it is the dying,” she maintains. | strongly disagree.

earlier he had been deceived by an unfaithful wife, resulting inn dying there is some hope of a change and with medical treat
divorce. Their two young sons were driven out of their mother'sment, a return to life. Death, on the contrary, is final. Never again
home and moved into the new quarters with their loving and-de to hold a hand, to kiss the lips, to stroke the hair. Never again to

voted father. He had been given a blow from which, years lateembrace and to hear the sweet words, “I love you.” Death is final,
he has not recovered and while a very young man he refuses t js the end all.

consider a new marriage preferring to live only with his two adult

sons. In his beloved mother’s old age he became her caregiver. Br L. there can never be an answer to her son’s suicide. She is
helplng. n .the cooking, Iaunderllng and house cleaning, G. devgt%i_ is embedded in nostalgia and is left without any rationale reason.
all of his time to the care of his adored mother. On the morning

of a previous year he appeared at her door with the usual bags oAnd I, two years later, talk to my beloved wife who cannot hear nor
groceries. No response at the doorbell or knock on the door. Usingspond, hugging her framed photographs, kissing them through
his own keys he entered the apartment, put the groceries on thethe glass and wetting them with tears.

kitchen table and called out to his mother. When there was ne re

sponse he entered her bedroom and found her lifeless body on hétS W€ Prepare to get up and leave on our ways home, we embrace
bed. In total shock from which a year later he has not recovered®n€ another and promise to maintain the therapeutic conversa
he blames himself for not having been with his mother during hefons sharing happy and sad memories and striving to renew our
few remaining breaths of life. He is the most beloved and treallVes @s possibly as we can.

sured son that any family could be blessed to have! But to maintain honesty, at least on my part, is not an easy prom

Switching to a coca cola, | revealed the very recent death of m{pe | can keep. Maybe, who knows, if | live long enough, | may yet
younger and only brother a few months earlier. reach Kubler Ross’s fifth stage. But I'm not holding my breath.

One thing the three of us shared in common was the unwelcom
visitations of the angel of death. Another that our beloved died al
alone with none of us present.

ecently, | attended a lecture at the Tel-Aviv Cultural Center which
dealt with the works of one man, an American Reform rabbi, regard
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ed as the prime authority on dealing with death, dying and grief. but rather a bereaved husband who finds difficulty in accepting

Earl Grollman has written and published twelve internationalljthe death of his beloved wife. Interestingly, she suggested that

acclaimed books on the subject and now, at the age of 93 he i would be better for me to limit my social contacts with two or

working on the publication of his next book. | hope he will live tahree friends who have suffered similar loss rather than joining

complete it. Grollman has spent more than forty years of his liféarger groups in community centers or synagogues led by trained

as a renowned scholar on a subject that too few readers haveocial workers.

knowledge and who look to his books as the answer to most of

their questions. Grollman can write books and Koheleth can preach but for me
none of these wise words have been effective. Two years since

Beginning with his first published book by Beacon Pre3slking the death of my wife has not ended my weeping hor my mourning.

About Deaththe editors kept demanding more from him. The firstaughter evades me. | dream only of the day when | can join my

book was a wide sell-out success and it was succeededlbying beloved and lie beside her in the cold grave which covers us.

With Loss, Healing With Hop® be followed by kving When a

Young Friend Commits Suicide; When Someone You Love Has Blery individual deals with dying and ultimately with death on a

heimer’s; Living When a Loved One has Died; Bereaved Childnearely personal relationship with the deceased. There is not and

and Teens; Explaining Death to Young Children; Caring and Copingnnot ever be a universal manner in overcoming grief and loss.

When Your Loved One is Seriously Ill; How to Cope When Losing

Someone You Love; Straight Talk About Death For Teenagers; amdject Koheleth’s comment that death is better than life, cem

Suicide: Prevention, Intervention, Postvention. posed based upon the grievous evils he saw in the world. More im
portant are God’s words to Israel, “Choose good that you may live.”

At age 93, he is still a frequent guest on American national televi

sion and is widely respected internationally. Arabs and Muslims rejoice at death. Jews mourn and grieve se
verely during the first seven days (shiva) following the death of a

At the lecture someone asked the question of the speaker, a reanother, father, brother, sister, son, daughter, husband and wife.

nowned psychiatrist and a professor of grief therapy at Tel-Avi¥or these eight we grieve intensely following the initial period of

University, “If you had to select only one of Grollman’s bookshirty days after death (shloshim) and eleven months of continued

which one would it be?” She paused for a moment, scratched henourning.

head and with a wide smile that brought laughter to the audi

ence she replied, “Good question. All of them. Which one woldging and ultimately death are parts of our lives over which we

you choose?” have no control. When the required period of mourning ends and
we return to our work we are told by our rabbis to put aside grief

I’'m glad she did not ask me. | had re&xplaining Death to Young and to embrace joy.

Childrenand Talking About DeathThe two books | need to obtain,

read, agree or disagree arkiving With Loss, Healing With Hopelt may be good for some. But not good for me. Not all of Grollman’s

and Living When A Loved One has Didthe latter book title ap scholarly books nor the wise words of Koheleth (Ecclesiastes) will

proximatesHow to Cope When Losing Someone You Love. change me. Not now and not ever!

Koheleth (Ecclesiastes) summed it up for me. “Asot sefarim harb&nother Pesach is approaching. An empty chair stands alone at
ain kaitz v'lahag harbai y’'naat basar...” “of making many booklse table. Ma nishtanah? How is this night different from all other
there is no end and too much study is a wearness of the flesh.” nights?

In the third chapter of his book he reminds us that, “there is a

time to be born and a time to die,” insisting that the two most For me it is not and never can be.

important events in a man’s existence are birth and death, both of

which are beyond man’s control. He continues to remind us the*

there is a time to weep and a time to mourn to be followed by ¢

time to laugh.

In his philosophical words | see clearly that following the death of
a loved one we are obligated to weep and to mourn. But how ca
we possibly be obligated to inject laughter into our veins?

At the end of the lecture | approached the psychiatrist and aske:
for a personal meeting with her in her office at Tel-Aviv University
She graciously offered to meet me two days later and we sat whil¢
| talked and she listened.

Finally, she told me that my feelings were not those of a recluse
not someone who has shut himself completely off from others
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INTRODUCTION

Chometz results when one of the five type of grains
(wheat, barley, rye, oats or spelt) comes in contact with
water and is allowed to stand for a brief period of time
without being baked. We are forbidden during Pesach to
eat, own or derive any benefit from such a mixture that
has been allowed the time to rise. Therefore all grain prod
ucts, their derivatives or mixtures are forbidden.

Compliance with the prohibitions of eating, owning or pos
sessing chometz, or deriving any benefit from chometz
takes three forms. The first is the actual removal of
chometz from our homes, either through consuming it or
disposing of it. This culminates in a search for chometz on
the evening before Pesach (bedikat chometz), and in the
symbolic burning of the chometz (biur chometz) on Erev
Pesach morning. The second is the recitation of a formula
of nullification of ownership (found in the hagadah or sid
dur) over any chometz which we might still inadvertently
have in our possession (bitul chometz). This nullification
is recited twice, once after bedikat chometz and then a
final time after biur chometz. Finally, any chometz which
can neither be consumed nor disposed of before Passover
may be sold to a non Jew (mechirat chometz). The form for
mechirat chometz is found elsewhere in this publication,
and is available on line avww.gns.org as well.

QUINOA

This “grain-like” seed has caught on in recent years as
a welcome addition to our traditional Pesach diet. It will
be available again this year with the kosher for Pesach
supervision of major kashrut organizations. Certification
insures that the quinoa is produced in a manner that
avoids any contact with actual grains or with machinery
on which such grains were processed. Such certification
is necessary due to the increased demand for quinoa all
year long and its growing popularity, which often results
in it being processed with actual grains.

KITNIYOT

Jews of ashkenazic descent also avoid legumes (kitniyot)
such as beans, peas, rice, corn, or other such foods. There
are two traditional reasons given for the institution of this
rabbinic prohibition. Some of the foods could be ground
into flour and confused with chometz flour, whereas oth-
ers normally grow in close proximity to chometz products
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and might not be free of mixed in grains. This prohibition
applies only to the eating of such products; their posses
sion is permissible, as is using them for other (non-eating)
purposes. Whereas the rabbis of the sephardic communi
ty never instituted such a prohibition, Jews of sephardic
descent who eat kitniyot also need to be sure that they
are free from any chometz mixtures. A reliable list of kitni
yot items permitted for sephardim may be obtained from

JSOR (732) 531-4872, (www.jsor.org). Instructions can als.o

be found there for inspecting rice before Pesach. Addition
ally, the OU and the Star-K have begun certifying kitniyot
products for use by sephardim. The OU indicates that the
products are kitniyot and the Star-K uses a Star-S to indi
cate kitniyot for Sephardim.

Those who avoid eating kitniyot need to be particularly
diligent in purchasing products for Pesach. Often prod
ucts bear kosher for Pesach labels even though they
contain kitniyot, and sometimes stores are not careful to
separate between the kitniyot and non-kitniyot products.

Following is a list of products that are usually considered
as kitniyot. As with all other Pesach matters, please feel
free to contact our rabbinic staff with any questions.

The following are considered Kitniyot:

Aspartame Hemp Seeds
Beans Licorice
Bean Sprouts Lentils

Black Eyed Peas Millet
Buckwheat Mustard
Caraway Peas
Cardamom Popcorn
Chickpeas Poppy Seeds
Corn Rapeseed
Corn Oill Rice

Corn Syrup Sesame Seeds
Edamame Soybeans

Fennel Seeds String Beans
(not Fennel bulbs and Leaves) Sunflower Seeds
Fenugreek Teff

Flaxseed (Linseed) Tofu

Green Beans

The following are not considered Kitniyot
but may require special checking:

Anise Cumin

Carob Guar Gum

Chia Seeds Locust Bean Gum
Coriander Safflower
Cottonseed Saffron

The following may be Kitniyot and are therefore not used:

Amaranth
Peanuts

GENERAL FOOD GUIDELINES

General food guidelines such as which products require
special Pesach supervision as well as a listing of products
that can be used without special supervision are avail
able in the Kosher for Passover publications that are pro
duced by the various kashrut agencies. The publication
of the Orthodox Union is available in limited quantities
in the synagogue office. These publications can also be
accessed online at the websites of the different agencies
as well as downloaded as an app for your phones.

Since benefiting from chometz is prohibited over Pesach,
one may not feed animals food containing chometz: Al
though there is no kosher for Pesach supervised animal
food, several kashrut agencies include a list of animal
foods that do not contain chometz. In general, grain free
animal food may be used even though it contains kitniyot
(as most do) since there is no prohibition of benefiting
from kitniyot. While on the subject of animal food it is
important to remember that throughout the year animal
food should not contain a mixture of meat and milk, since
we are forbidden to benefit from such a mixture all year-
long. This can be easily determined by reading the list of
ingredients on the bag.

Dishes and utensils used for chometz year round should
be packed away in preparation for Pesach. Certain dishes
and utensils normally used may also be used for Pesach
once they are properly kashered and any chometz they
have absorbed has been removed. The following section
provides a brief summary of the laws involved in kash

ering utensils and appliances for use on Pesach. Please
contact any of our rabbis if you have additional questions.
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KASHERING — A SUMMARY
1. METAL

Silverware (only with all metal pieces and no parts glued
together), pots used on top of the stove (no baking uten
sils or frying pans) and other metal utensils may be kash
ered for Passover use. They must first be cleaned thor
oughly (if they are silver they should be polished) and
then allowed to stand unused for 24 hours. They are then
completely immersed in a large pot (made kosher for Rass
over) of boiling water, and rinsed in cold water after being
removed from the pot. The boiling water must touch each
part of the utensil, although it does not need to touch
all parts simultaneously. Large pots may be kashered by
first cleaning them as above, allowing them to stand for
24 hours and then filling them with water to the very top,
allowing the water to boil. A heated stone or some other
non combustible material is then placed inside the pot
so that the boiling water overflows the top lip of the pot.

China, pottery, earthenware, utensils that have different
parts glued together and items that cannot be thoroughly
cleaned (such as a sieve) cannot be kashered for Passover
use.

2. GLASSWARE

Glasses which have been used primarily for cold liquids
during the year may be “kashered” for Passover by-im
mersing them in cold water for a period of 72 hours. The
water must be changed every 24 hours, and with the-ex
ception of the time when the water is being changed, the
glasses must be continually submerged. Glasses, pyrex,
corningware, and the like which are used with heat must
be treated as china and cannot be kashered for Passover.

3. OVEN

A self-cleaning oven is kashered for Passover use by-sim
ply running it through the self-clean cycle. Special care
must be taken to insure that the area around the inside

seal of the door is thoroughly cleaned.

A conventional oven, either gas or electric, may be kash
ered by cleaning it twice with a caustic oven cleaner and
then, after waiting for 24 hours, turning it to its highest
temperature for one hour. The broiler pan and tray may
not be kashered in this manner. They should be removed
from the oven and not used.

Oven Racks — assuming that food is not cooked directly
on the oven racks, they may be kashered by first cleaning
them, allowing them to stand unused for 24 hours, and

then placing them in the oven while the oven is being

kashered. If food is cooked directly on the racks, a new
set of racks should be used for Pesach. Occasional spill
overs on the racks do not qualify as food being cooked
directly on them.

A microwave oven may be kashered by cleaning it, and
after not using it for 24 hours, placing a styrofoam cup of
water in the oven and boiling it until the oven fills with
steam. If a glass tray is used in the oven, it should be re
placed for Pesach. Microwave convection ovens are kash
ered in the same way as a regular oven.

4. WARMING DRAWERS/MEDN

Due to the general usage of warming drawers, as well
as the VIKRONwarming cart, it is not possible to make
these appliances kosher for Pesach. To use them on Pe
sach, all of the surfaces need to be cleaned from any re
maining residue and any food that is placed inside them
should be double wrapped in aluminum foil. THEKRON
warming cart may be used in this fashion on Shabbat and
Yom Tov during Pesach. For the halachic guidelines con
cerning the use of warming drawers on Shabbat, please
consult with our rabbinic staff.

5. STOVE TOP

Conventional Gas Burners may be kashered by placing
the racks (or grates) upon which the pots rest into the
oven while it is being kashered. The burner itself does not
need to be kashered. The drip pans should be covered.
Electric Burners (either metal or glass) may be kashered
by turning them on until the element glows red. The other
areas of the stove top surrounding the burners should
be covered with aluminum foil. Glass stove tops present
significant difficulty on Pesach because covering them
often results in cracking. Please speak to our rabbis for
further information.

6. DISHWASHER

Difficulties in kashering a dishwasher are primarily due
to the difficulties in thoroughly cleaning it. Assuming that
all corners, edges and rubber gaskets and food traps can
be properly cleaned, a stainless steel dishwasher may be
kashered by running it through two soapy cycles with
hotter water than is usually used (such as a sanisteam),
after allowing it to sit unused for 24 hours. It is prefer
able to stop the dishwasher mid cycle and to pour in a
pot full of boiling water, raising the temperature of the
water inside. The cycle should then be allowed to finish.
A new set of racks should be purchased for Passover use.
Plastic dishwashers may not be kashered for Passover
use, according to the psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein, z1. Ac
cording to those poskim who allow plastic to be kashered
for Pesach, a plastic dishwasher may be kashered in th
same manner as above. The racks should remain in t
dishwasher during kashering and need not be replaced.
agree that a porcelain dishwasher may not be kashered.
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7. SINK AND COUNTERTOPS

A stainless steel sink may be kashered by cleaning
it and allowing it to sit unused for 24 hours. Boiling
water may then be poured over the entire surface of
the sink, including the faucets. Enamel or porcelain
sinks cannot be kashered for Passover and require a
covering or plastic sink insert.

There are many different materials used for coun
tertops today, which makes the question of kash
ering them very complex. Most poskim agree that
countertops made of glass tile, ceramic, porcelain
or concrete cannot be kashered. Countertops made
of these materials should be thoroughly cleaned
and then covered with a non-absorbent material
(cardboard, contact paper, aluminum foil, etc). Most
poskim agree that countertops made of natural
stone, granite (unsealed), marble, stainless steel or
metal, without any seams, can be kashered through
the use of boiling water. Nothing hot should be
placed on these countertops for 24 hours prior to
kashering them. They should then be thoroughly
cleaned and boiling water should be poured over
them. Steam alone (produced by a heavy duty
or commercial steamer) should not be used to
kasher countertops unless there is condensate
that remains on the entire surface and retains its
kashering temperature.

The question becomes more complex when we talk
about countertops that are made of plastic or acryl
ic, such as formica ocorian®, or natural stone with

an acrylic sealant. Also countertops made of ground
stone which is bound with an acrylic resin, such
as silestone or caeserstone, fall into this category.
The psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt"l, is to prehib
it these materials, whereas the psak of Rav Geda
lyah Dov Schwartz, shlita, of the Chicago Rabbinical

Below are some common kashering situations that often arise
(please note that these guidelines assume the more stringent
opinion that plastic should not be koshered for Pesach):

UTENSIL

PREPARATION

Baby Bottle

Since it comes into contact with chometz (e.g. wash
with dishes, boiled in chometz pot), new ones should
purchased.

bd
be

Baby High Chair

Thoroughly clean. Preferable to cover the tray with eg
tact paper.

=}

Blech

Should be replaced.

Blender/FoodProcessor
Smoothie Machine

New or Pesachdik receptacle (plus any part of unit th
makes direct contact with food) required. Thoroug
clean appliance. The blade should be treated like any ki
and kashered through hagola.

at

ly
hife

Can Opener

Manual or Electric — Clean thoroughly.

Candlesticks/Tray

Clean thoroughly. Should not be put under hot water i
kosher for Pesach sink.

Coffeemakers

Coffeemakers that have brewed only unflavored py
caffeinated coffee. Clean thoroughly. Replace with n
or Pesachdik glass carafe and new filters. Coffeemaks
that have brewed flavored coffee or decaffeinated coff
should be cleaned thoroughly and put away.

According to the OU, Keurig coffeemakers can be k{
ered for Pesach.

re
EwW
eIs
be

Colanders

Use new ones for Pesach.

Dentures, Bite Plates, Braces

Clean thoroughly after one has finishing eating chonj

etz.

Dishwashers

See above.

Council (CRC) permits them to be kashered, as lon
as there are no seams in the countertops (formi
ca countertops are usually seamed). If one relies
on the opinion that these countertops may not be
kashered, they should be cleaned and covered with
a double layer of covering, and one should avoid
placing hot food directly on them.

Tabletops should also be double covered for use
during Passover.

Electric Burner Drip Pans

Clean thoroughly.

Grater

Use new ones for Pesach.

Instant Hot Devices

See Water Filters.

Metal Wine Goblets

Kasher in boiling water.

Metal Wine Trays

Kasher in boiling water.

Mixer

Do not use, even with new blades and bowils.

Pump Pot (Shabbat Urn)

If in contact with chometz (e.g. sponge) do not use. O
erwise, does not need kashering.

th

Refrigerator, Freezer

Thoroughly clean. Lining shelves is not necessary.
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Continued

UTENSIL

PREPARATION

Towels, Tablecloths, etc.

Those used during the year with chometz may be used
Pesach if they have been laundered with soap and hot
ter, even if the stains do not come out. The same appl

on
a
es

to potholders, bibs, and aprons. Synthetic material, such

as Rayon and Terylene, that can only withstand a wal
water cycle, may be used on Pesach after they have g

through a washing with detergent and only if there are no

m
ne

visible stains after they have been cleaned. Transparg¢nt

tablecloths may be coated with a powder and should pe

rinsed off before use.

Vases

Those used on the table during the year may be used fon

Pesach if they are washed inside and out.

Washing cup (used in kitchen )

Metal — boiling water.
Plastic - put away with chometz dishes.

Water Pitchers

Should be put away with chometz dishes.

Water Filters

Plastic water filters that are connected to the faucet
should be thoroughly cleaned, including the outside
and the coupling, and may be used on Pesach without
changing the filters. If they are metal and have been
on consistently since last Pesach, they should be left
on during kashering of the spigot. If they were first at-
tached some time after Pesach, they should be removd
before kashering the spigot and should be kashered
separately. Instant hot devices and individual hot/
cold water filters that are connected to the sink with a

separate spigot should be kashered along with the sinK.
Instant hot devices should be turned on during kashering

of instant hot spigot.

Water Coolers

Cold water coolers should be cleaned thoroughly. Thg
spigot on a water cooler should not be used if it came
into contact with chometz during the year.

Water Urn

If it has been washed with chometz utensils, then Metg

(uncoated) — Hagola; both inside and outside should bg
kashered. Porcelain Enameled or Plastic — Do not use,

[oX

hot
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GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE COMMITTEES

The following is a list of committees at Great Neck Synagogue. We value your participation
and invite you to call the synagogue of ce to become more involved.

Adult Education Couples Club Public Relations Shiva Chesed
Bikur Cholim Membership Sisterhood Ushers -
Chevra Kadisha Men'’s Club SCOPE Women's Te lah Donate ¢ Contribute ¢ Volunteer

SYNAGOGUE FUNDS

The following is a list of Great Neck Synagogue funds. Contributions can be made to acknowledge a life cycle event. A donation card will be sent to
the family acknowledging your contribution.

AARON S. FEINERMAN LIBRARY FUND

The Feinerman Family has established the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund which is located in the Youth Center. Aaron Feinerman was one of the
HDUO\ PHPEHUV RI WKH *UHDW 1HFN 6\QDJRJXH DQG OHDUQLQJ 7TRUDK DQG WHDFKLQJ FKLOGU'
PDQ\ Rl $DURQ )HLQHUPDQ:V SHUVRQDO 6HIRULP 'RQDWLRQV IURP WKH FRPPXQLW\ WR WKH $D
WKH OLEUDU\ AOOHG ZLWK FXUUHQW PDWHULDO WR EH XVHG E\ WKH V\QDJRJXH:-V PHPEHUV DC

FLORENCE SHAFFER MEMORIAL FUND
This fund is dedicated in memory of Florence Shaffer, a long time Recording Secretary of the Synagogue and a leader of the Sisterhood. This Fund
LV PDQDJHG E\ 6LVWHUKRRG DQG SURYLGHVY QHHG EDVHG AQDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR FROOHIJ

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
This fund has been established for two purposes. To create a memorial to the Holocaust and the survivors as well as to allow families an opportunity
WR PHPRULDOL]H D IDPLO\ UHODWLYH RU YLOODJH WKDW ZDV VDFULAFHG LQ WKH VKRDK

ISER MERMELSTEIN BIKUR CHOLIM FUND*

7KH ,VHU OHUPHOVWHLQ %LNXU &KROLP )XQG ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG E\ WKH /XQ]JHU IDPLO\ LQ PHF
VLVWDQFH LQ WLPHV RI LOOQHVYV IRU RXU FRPPXQLW\ LQ *UHDW 1HFN ,VHU OHUPHOVWHLQ O
WR GR ZKDW QHHGHG WR EH GRQH +LV .DYRG +DEULRW UHVSHFW IRU +DVKHP:-V FUHDWLRQV
FRPPXQLW\ PDNHV WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKLV )XQG D AWWLQJ WULEXWH WR KLV PHPRU\

JACK HERSCHKOWITZ EMERGENCY FUND

Jack Herschkowitz was a longstanding Gabbai of Great Neck Synagogue who began this Fund to offer assistance to people in need. At a Board of
Trustees meeting, the Fund was renamed in his memory as a tribute to the tzedakah and chesed he performed. Donations to the Emergency Fund
are distributed by the Rabbi. Funds are disbursed to provide assistance to individuals and institutions both in our community and in Israel.

LIBRARY FUND
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH /LEUDU\ )XQG DUH XVHG WR SXUFKDVH ERRNV WR VXSSOHPHQW WKH 6\QD.

MAC MENDER YOUTH FUND
The Mac Mender Youth Fund is dedicated in memory of Mac Mender, former Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Donations to the Youth Fund assist
the Youth Department in furthering its programs.

MURIEL BRAUN MUSIC FUND
The Muriel Braun Music Fund is dedicated in memory of Muriel Braun, who was an active member of the Synagogue Choir and Sisterhood.

PRAYER BOOK FUND
Donations to the Prayer Book Fund are used to purchase Siddurim, Chumashim, and Machzorim for the High Holy Days for use in the Main Sanc-
tuary and Beit Midrash.

SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE

The Adult Education program at Great Neck Synagogue has been named the Sally & Seymour Olshin Adult Education Institute in recognition of the
support and generosity of the Olshin Family, and in memory of Seymour Olshin and his commitment to education and outreach to all Jews. Donations
to this Institute are used to further its Jewish educational goals.

6+,9% &+(6(" )81"'

A recent initiative by the congregation saw the creation of the Shiva Chesed Fund. The purpose of this fund is to serve as a central accountable
ORFDWLRQ IRU GRQDWLRQV WR SURYLGH IRRG IRU D PHPEHU IDPLO\ GXULQJ WKH ZHHN RI VKLY
GHVLJQDWHG VKLYD FDSWDLQV DQG EURXJKW LQ WR WKH RIAFH 7KH FRVW Rl PHDOV SURYLGH
in such a way so that expenses for any particular shiva home are balanced by donations received. If donations exceed expenses the balance is

retained in the fund to be used to assist other families.

6,67(5+22' 0,7=9%+ )81"
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH OLW]YDK )XQG VXSSOHPHQW WKH 6LVWHUKRRG:V DQQXDO EXGJHW DQG V>
Donations to this Fund are also used to provide shiva meals, welcome packages and new baby gifts to our members.

TORAH FUND
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH 7RUDK )XQG DUH XVHG WR VXSSOHPHQW WKH DQQXDO EXGJHW DOORFDWL!
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SALE OF CHOMETZ - Authorization Form

| fully empower and authorize Rabbi Dale Polakoff and/or Rabbi lan Lichter of the Great Neck Synagogue to dispose
of all Chometz that may be in my possession, or whose owners have authorized me to make such arrangements,
wherever it may be, at home, place of business or elsewhere (knowingly or unknowingly). Rabbi Polakoff and/or
Rabbi Lichter has full right to sell, dispose, conduct all transactions as he deems fit and proper for such time which
he believes necessary, in accordance with the detailed hebrew contracts which are in his possession.

The above power hereby given is meant to conform with all Torah and Rabbinic regulations, to meet the require
ments of Jewish law and to concur with the laws of the State of New York.

Most of the above mentioned Chometz is located at:

(address) (specific location at address - ie, kitchen, etc.) (approximate value)

To all of the above, | affix my signature.

Signed Date

Print Name

IF YOU WILL NOT BE IN GREATaN&@AHI be in a different time zone for either the beginning or the end of
Pesach, please fill out the following:

For thebeginning of Pesach, | will be in: For thend of Pesach, | will be in:

This form must be returned to Great Neck Synagogue by Friday, April 19th, 9:00 a.m.
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Shabbat & Passover Schedule

5779-2019

An Eiruv Tavshilin should be prepared

Thursday, April 18 Thursday night, April 25

. . . Candle lighting 7:26 pm
Bedikat Chometz this evening Mincha 7:25m
Friday, April 26
Friday, April 19 \';'sjthhkama B?éggrf]m
Shacharit with Siyum for first born 6:30 am . o
7-45am Mam Shul 9:00 am
Beit Midrash 9:15 am
Chometz may not be eaten after: Mincha 7:25%m
MagenAvraham 10:1@m
VilnaGaon 10:38m Friday night, April 26
Chometz must be destroyed by: Candle lighting 7:27 pm
MagenAvraham 11:32m
Vilna Gaon 11:47 am Saturday, April 27
Candldighting 7:20pm Shir Hashirim and Yizkor are recited this morning
Mincha 7:20pm Hashkama 8:00 am
Youth 8:30am
Main Shul 8:45 am
Friday night, April 19 Beit Midrash 9:15 am
Kiddush after (first Seder) 8:23pm Gemorafshiur 6:20pm
Saturday, April 20 Mincha 7:20pm
Hashkama 8:0am Yom Tov ends 8:3pm
Youth 8:30am Magen Avraham (Rabbi Avraham Gombiner 1633-1683) and Gra (Vilna Gaon
MainShul 9:00am 1720-1797) ’
Beit Midrash 9:1am

fohi ; There is a major dispute among the Aharonim as to how to figure Sha'ot
Please eat seudah S_h“Shlt earlier at home Z'maniot — the “halachic” hours (1/12 of the day) upon which these times are
Gemorah shiur 6:15 pm based. According to the Magen Avraham, the day is reckoned from amud
Mincha 7:1%m hashahar (dawn) until nightfall. According to the Gra, the day begins at sun
rise and ends at sunset. Therefore, the Magen Avraham'’s times will always
be earlier than that of the Gra. For example, if sunrise is at 6:00 a.m. and
sunset is at 6:00 p.m., the Gra’s ending time for K’riat Sh’'ma will be 9:00 a.m.,
Saturday night April 20 whereas the Magen Avraham’s ending time will be 8:24. Our shul policy is
' to follow the Gra.

Candle lighting after 8:23 pm
Preparations for the second Seder
should not begin before 8:23pm
Sunday, April 21
Hashkama 8:0am
Youth 8:30am
MainShul 9:00am
BeitMidrash 9:1pm
Mincha 7:20pm
Yom Tov ends after 8:24 pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday ~ 6:30/7:45 am
Mincha 7:25 pm
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Avoiding the dentist? | How about coming to a dental spa?
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