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A Message from the Edito

Diane Rein

Welcome to the Pesach edition of SCOF
magazine!

| am excited to publish another issue with great arti
cles! Fred Shaw writes about “The Chaverim Centel
at Great Neck Synagogue, a wonderful opportunity
for multigenerational gatherings twice a month to
socialize, listen to fascinating speakers and enjoy
a delicious complimentary lunch. William Helmreich
shares a thought-provoking excerpt about “Coney

Island Today” from his recently published book, “The

Brooklyn Nobody Knows.” Our readers will alsc en
joy Dr. Arnold Breitbart’s piece, “Whatever Happene
to that Temple Menorah?” | am grateful to our Reb
betzins (Ellen, Katie and Lauren) who share deliciou
and easy holiday recipes for our members to enjoy.
also want to thank our Rabbis Polakoff, Lichter and
Shore for writing meaningful Dvar Torahs in each
SCOPE issue to inspire our readers.

Thank you to our latest new SCOPE sponsors thi
issue. We greatly appreciate all the support - -es
pecially financially - of this publication. We cen

tinue to encourage and welcome others to become
a sponsor. It costs $36 an issue or $100 for three
issues. Thank you so much!

Thank you very much to our SCOPE advertisers wh
support our magazine. We urge our readers to-pa
tronize their businesses so that they will continue
to advertise and recognize that we appreciate their
financial support.
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We are grateful to Executive Director, Mark Twer
sky and Assistant Executive Director, Jimmy Frisch,
as well as our wonderful office staff Maxine Nass
er and Paula Minsky for all their assistance. It is
always a pleasure to work with Rabbi Lichter and
Rabbi Polakoff is also readily available for thought
ful advice.

Thank you so much to our amazing Art Director; An
drew Allen. Andy’s incredible artistic talent, creative
genius and vision to keep raising SCOPE to a higher
level is what makes this magazine a huge success.
Please take time to thank him personally by email at
andydrewdesign@gmail.com.

Finally, on a sad note, | would like to take this op
portunity to dedicate my Editor's Message to my
beloved father-in-law, Dr. Howard Rein z"l. He was
a regular reader of SCOPE magazine and he greatly
enjoyed meeting and becoming friends with many
of our SCOPE contributors when he visited from
Bournemouth, England. He was a medical doctor
and after he retired he pursued his Masters and
then Ph.D. in Jewish History which he was awarded
two weeks before he passed away after a lengthy
and difficult illness. May his determination, perse
verance and dedication to learning and education
inspire all of us always to pursue our dreams no
matter our age or what obstacles stand in the way.

On behalf of my husband, David, and our children,
Alexander, Oliver and Sophia, | wish you all a Chag
Sameach!

PASSOVER
HAGGADAH



an “Ask the Rabbi” column from Ohr Samayach. The
author there suggests that the very first “Seder”

which was held in the desert on the first anniversary
A Message from our Rab . of yetzias mitzrayim, was a very peculiar one. After
Rabbi Dale Polakoff all, to whom did the story need to be told? Every
one there had witnessed the Exodus with their own
eyes. He answers that only Moshe’s family, Tzipora
and the two children, had not been present. They
remained in Midian, and only joined Bnei Yisrael after
yetzias mitzrayim. So the first “Seder” saw Moshe re
telling the story to his family. Of course in his humil
ity, he omitted his own name and role, and focused
instead on the role played by God. That then set the
precedent for the retelling of this story in subse
guent years. Although the author gives no source for
his answer, it certainly is an intriguing one.

Moshe’s humility is well known within our tradition.

Its application through his missing name in the Hag
gadah, reminds us of that which the psalmist wrote:
“al tivtichu b'nedivim, beven adam sh’ain lo teshuah
(Psalm 146) - do not rely on nobles, nor on a human
being for he holds no salvation.”

It's nearly impossible to think about yetzias mitz
rayim and the Pesach story without focusing on the
role played by Moshe Rabbeinu. Yet, if one searches

through the entire Haggadah, Moshe’s name can Thjs is always a powerful lesson to remember, all
only be found once, and that time only because the  the more so in these interesting times in which we
author of the Haggadah is quoting a pasuk from|  are living. The message of the Pesach Seder is the
the Torah. message of God'’s role in our history and destiny.

Why this conspicuous absence of Moshe from the

Haggadah? Ellen joins me in wishing you and your families a joy

ous, meaningful and kosher Pesach.
An interesting answer is given by Rabbi Yekusiel Ye

hudah Halberstam, the founding Rebbe of the Sanz D f
Klausenburg Hasidic dynasty. He writes that our Q‘ﬂi
sages foresaw that there would arise future genera Rabbi Dale Polako
tions that would be lacking a leader to intercede on
their behalf. In order to prevent this from causing
despair, it is fitting to remember at such times that
also in Egypt the redemption did not come about via
an angel or Divine messenger, and even Moshe was
not with them at the time which they called out and
Hashem heard their cries. It was Hashem Himself
Who redeemed them then, and He will likewise re
deem us in the near future.

il

The classic (and somewhat similar) answer though
most commonly cited in the name of the Vilna Gaon,
is that the Haggadah wants us to focus on Hashem
as the sole power in bringing about yetzias mitzray
im. Even though the first nine plagues were brought
about through the actions of Aharon and Moshe, thg
10th plague, the one that finally redeemed Bnei-Yig
rael, was carried out by God himself. As we retel
the story we want to remind ourselves that human
agents are, after all, only agents. The power to con
trol history and our destiny lies with God.

An interesting variation on this theme appeared in




A Message from our

Assistant Rabbi
Rabbi lan Lichter

The Midrash Yalkut Shimoni #234 teaches that when
the Jewish people were crossing the Yam Suf, the
prosecuting angel argued that it was inappropri
ate for Hashem to perform miracles on their behalf
since they had worshipped idolatry in Egypt. This
argument is difficult to understand. If their idola
trous practices represented a reason that Hashem
shouldn’t perform miracles on their behalf, why did
He wait until this point to make this argument in
stead of pressing his claim during the entire year
that Hashem was performing the ten plagues on
their behalf?

The Meshech Chochmah answers by pointing out an
apparent contradiction. With regard to command
ments which are violated through actions, such as
idolatry and forbidden relationships, the Torah pre
scribes an appropriate punishment, such as death of
lashes, for each transgression. On the other hand, no
such punishment is given in conjunction with mitz

vos that are transgressed through corrupt character
traits, such as lashon hara or hating another Jew.

174

However, this dichotomy applies only to sins commit
ted by an individual. Regarding communal sins, the

rule is reversed. The Yerushalmi Peah 1:1 teaches that

the generation of Dovid HaMelech was righteous, yet
they still fell in battle because they spread rumors
about one another. The generation of Achav was full
of wicked idolaters, yet they emerged successful
and unscathed from their battles because they did
not gossip about one another. He explains that if the
nation is corrupt in idolatry or adultery, Hashem still
dwells among them in the midst of their spiritual

impurity, but if they are stricken with bad character

traits, He metaphorically abandons them to return
to the Heavens.

Due to the communal severity of interpersonal sins,
the first Temple was destroyed for the cardinal sins
of murder, idolatry, and forbidden relationships, yet
it was rebuilt relatively quickly. The second Temple
was destroyed for the sins of lashon hara and sinat
chinam, and has yet to be rebuilt. Similarly, Hashem
forgave the Jewish people for the sin of worshipping
the golden calf, but He did not forgive them for the
sin of the spies, which involved negative speech and
a lack of gratitude, and decreed that they would die
in the wilderness as a result.

Similarly, the Meshech Chochmah explains that in
Egypt, the Jewish people were steeped in the 49th
level of spiritual impurity and worshipped idolatry
just like the Egyptians. Nevertheless, they had one
saving grace, in that they dwelled peacefully and
didn’t gossip about one another. As a result, Hashem
forgave their other communal sins and miraculously
performed the plagues to bring about their salva
tion, and the prosecuting angel had no grounds for
his argument. However, when they were trapped at
the Yam Suf by the pursuing Egyptians, the Midrash
Yalkut Shimoni #233 teaches that they divided into
four groups who fought about the appropriate strat
egy. Only at this time, when the Jewish nation lacked
unity, was the prosecuting angel able to argue that
they should be judged for their individual sins, such
as idolatry, and Hashem should not perform further
miracles on their behalf.

Katie and | wish the entire community a Chag Kasher
V'sameach in the hope that the sense of unity abid
ing within the Jewish people in Egypt be strength
ened and fortified in our days in an attempt to wit
ness the final redemption.

Rabbi lan Lichter
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President’'s Message
Dov Sassoon

The last few months at Great Neck Synagogue hav|
been very busy with top notch programming for both
youth and adults. We were excited to host multiple
programs related to Israel these last few months-in

cluding a shabbaton with Caroline Glick, Ari Sache
a Rocket Scientist who helped design the Iron Domeg
as well as our AIPAC Shabbaton. At our AIPAG Sh
baton we hosted AIPAC’s Deputy Regional Direct
Sharon Goldman, as well as our recently elected Cot
gressman Tom Suozzi who both shared insights intg
the all-important United States - Israel Relationship.

On the topic of AIPAC we are once again one of th
largest synagogue delegations for this year's AIPA
Policy Conference in Washington, D.C. with over 9
people from our shul attending, including many eol
lege students. For those of you who were not able
to join us this year, | hope you will consider joining
us at next year’s conference, which will prove to be
an amazing experience.

Our children’s programming at GNS continues with
our annual Chanukah Bash being a big success, a
well as wonderful shabbatons, onegs, and mini-
shabbatons. We were fortunate to host Rabbi Jef
frey Kobrin for a shabbaton, which was a great
opportunity for us as a congregation to hear from
someone responsible for the education of so many
of our children at North Shore Hebrew Academy.

As we approach Pesach and begin planning for

<2)

very hectic time of year, | hope you will take a few
moments to review some of the exciting program
ming, classes, and events we have planned going
into the spring and summer. There is always some
thing going on at GNS and we look forward to your
participation.

Dov Sassoon

Page from Arthur Szyk Haggadah

“...we are once again one of the
largest synagogue delegations for
this year’'s AIPAC Policy Conference

in Washington, D.C...”




A Message from our

Rabbinic Intern
Rabbi Jesse Shore

GOD AT A DISTANCE

The opening chapters of Exodus are rich with the
intrigues of an epic but are sparse in detail. The
narrative easily lends itself to Hollywood dramatiza
tions as well as towards satisfying the Haggadah's
incentive to elaborate on the Exodus story. As the
events in these chapters unfold, one aspect seems
subdued but persistent. Of the protagonists in the
story, God, the Omnipresent, is initially and paradoxi
cally portrayed as remote and distant. From a plain
reading of the text (peshat), we can appreciate how
God is indeed depicted as distant from the Israelites.
With the assistance of a Gemara in Sotah (11a), w
can ascribe value and meaning to the times when
God’s presence is not easily felt.

“In those many days,” the verse notes, “...the children
of Israel groan from their bondage and cry out; and
from the labor their cries rose up to God.” (2:23) A
plain reading indicates that the cries of the Israelites

are not, as we might understand from the haggadic
interpretation, intentionally directed towards God.

The possibility of petitioning for divine rescue is not

even considered. Rather, the cries of the Israelites
are raw and without direction. They travel upwards

and are heard by God over a considerable period of
time. The temporal and spatial imagery of the verse
establishes the remoteness of God from Israel.

This is a bleak reading of the text. Incidentally, it
may help to make the happy ending that we all know
is coming all the more happy. Yet, we are instructed
to envision ourselves as participants in the story.

Therefore, before we celebrate the story’s happy
ending, we must also confront those parts that are

not happy. While it is uncomfortable to contemplate
that God may be far away from us, that does not
undermine the notion that feeling distant from God

is also part of a healthy spiritual life.
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The Gemara corroborates this message by expound
ing on the verse that relates to Miriam’s vigilance
over her baby brother (Ex. 2:4). The verse tells us
that she watched her little brother “at a distance to
know what would happen to him.” The Gemara inter
poses the presence of God here and suggests that it
is like Miriam’s - distant but watchful. The Gemara
does this by noting that the phrase “at a distance”
is shared with an otherwise unrelated biblical verse
that depicts God at a distance (Jer. 31:2).

In fact, the Gemara meticulously applies this hemi
letic procedure with every phrase in that little verse.
The interbiblical connections the Gemara draws are
worth exploring. The last phrase of the verse hew
ever, “to him’(lo)is particularly difficult. Firstly, the
phrase is attested to many times throughout the
Torah. The possible connections are overwhelm
ing. Moreover, the connection the Gemara decidedly
makes, &'lo” in reference to Gideon’s altar in Judges
6:24, appears to be arbitrary. Offering a rationale
behind connection, Rabbi Shalom Carmy writes,

Is there a lack of texts with the common word lo
that the Talmud must deploy a verse referring to
Gideon's altar? The Talmud, | believe, is hinting
at the previous scene in Judges, where Gideon,
recalling the Exodus from Egypt, asks where
God’s marvels are in his own day. Between the
cracks of the reformulated story, Hazal acknowl
edge that the hour of forsakenness recurs, in
different form, in later generations too and
that our reenactment of the redemption from
Egypt includes re-experiencing it as part of
our national story.

Gideon experiences distance from God. He is not
supplied with miracles comparable in grandeur to
those in the Exodus story. His sense of God’s-dis
tance, even abandonment, is understandable, espe
cially given the open signs and wonders that marked
the infancy of our national relationship with God.
Gideon leads the Israelites against the Midianites
through more natural means, including cunning mili
tary tactics. He rises to his divine charge of reseu
ing the Israelites from their oppressors.

When we feel distant from God, we may often wish
for miracles as Gideon had. That wish, much like
Gideon'’s, is nostalgic. However, perhaps just being
aware of that desire, of a longing for God’s immedi
ate presence, may simultaneously indicate that God
is indeed there. God may be at a distance, but He is
watchful, waiting to see how we interpret and re
spond to His divine charge in our own lives. The
epic drama of the Exodus story, in every generation,
waits to be actualized, even beyond the confines of
the Seder night.

Rabbi Jesse Shore



A Message from our

Yoetzet Halacha
Lisa Septimus

Pesach is the holiday on which we recall our-ex
perience as slaves and the miraculous ways that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu redeemed us. However, w
do not only reminisce about the experience on the
Seder nights, we are commanded to remember the
miraculous way in which we left Egypt each and ev
ery day. Thereis amitzvahoft -723 9-2-
each and every day which we fulfill through our reci
tation of the Shema, specifically the last 2 lines.

It therefore begs the question, what makes this
night different from all other days (when we also
have an obligation to recall leaving Egypt)?

The mitzvah to recall Yetziat Mitzrayim during the
year is the mitzvah of; 7 - jrénembering, whereas
the mitzvah on the seder nights is the mitzvah of
7 . 5,46lling the story. There are two main differ
ences between; 7-+and 4-723
The mitzvah of; 7 - 4&es not require mentioning
specific details. We mention broadly that God took
us out of mitzrayim to be our God. It seems that the
fulfillment of the mitzvah is meant to happen, not
primarily by the words we say, but rather by the
memories and feelings that it evokes. By contrast,
on the Seder night there is a specific story that
must be told and the details of God’s miraculous
deeds are essential.

The second difference is that, where Shema is an
uninterrupted monologue and declaration of faith,
the Haggadah is written in a question and answer
format with the story being interrupted a number of
times to involve the children and adults at the table.

So, what is the relationship between these two dif
ferent mitzvot? One can suggest that they are €s
sentially the same mitzvah but the; 7 - that we

9-2-. 7

U

do daily is a condescended version of thé : 5.-At

ternatively, the ; 7 - 4sPot only related to recalling
the exodus but also a part of the obligation of Ol
Malchut Shamayim - accepting the yoke of heaven.
We assert our belief in God’s dominion over us as we
recite in the Shema, “I am your God who took you out
of Mitzrayim in order to be a god to you.” Recalling
Yetziat Mitzrayim solidifies our faith and acceptance
of God over us.

There is an interesting passage in the Haggadah
that on the surface is speaking about how long one
should tell the story but in addition seems to be
drawing a connection between these two mitzvot.
The Haggadah tells the story of a number of Rab
bis who were telling the story of Yetziat Mitzrayim
all night long until their students came and told
them,“Our Rabbis, the time to recite the morning-Sh
ema has arrived.” Here, in this story, the . 5 ef=
the Rabbis poured directly into the; 7 - + Perhaps
symbolically this story is telling us that the ener
gy the Rabbis devoted tothed -723 9-2-
experience, had a great impact on their daily fuHill
mentof 4-723 9-2-. Othis Pesach night
we search for an experiential high that can carry us

7 - $v@r into our daily rituals and allow to have proper

presence of mind when performing the mundane
mitzvot. May we find the space this Pesach to enjoy
and attend to the people and things that are most

important in our lives and may it invigorate us for

months to come.

Chag Kasher V’'sameach,

Lisa Septimus
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Anonymous (3) Leslie Kahn

Carol Adamsky in memory of her husband, Jeffrey Loewenstein z"| Louise & Leonard Kahn
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Roz & Zachary Dicker and his father Dr. Howard Rein 2’|
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Jacqueline & Stanley Fischer Michelle & Norman Rutta
Sylvia & Norman Fisher in memory of their parents Pia & Michael Shlomo
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Meryl & Mark Friedman Flori Silverstein
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Karen & Robert Spitalnick
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Helaine & William Helmreich her sister Freda Fell z”l
Cindy & Morris Hodkin in memory of their parents Nate Weisel & Family
Elizabeth & Louis Hodkin z"l and Bernard Korman z”| . .
Ellie & David Werber

Alisa & Michael Hoenig Norma & Josh Windsor in memory of Dr. Howard Rein z’|
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. " . . ! Michelle & Howie Wolf in memory of their parents,
Judith Sokol z'l and her sister Sharon Sokol Heisler z"| Ruth & Philip Berman 2’| and Carrie & Julius Wolf 2’

Sharon Goldwyn in memory of Belle & Solomon Goldwyn z”|
Rita Gordonson in memory of her husband, Lew Gordonson z”|
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What is Your Minhag

By Stanley H. Fischer

The holiday of Pesach is a Torah mandate amplified and
elucidated by Rabbinic thought and decree. It is further
celebrated by minhagim - customs of Ashkenazim and
Sephardim, of countries and communities and of families
through the ages. The Talmud (Pesachim 50b) decrees
that a minhag followed by a family or community is hala
chically binding on later generations as well.

As | commenced researching for this article, | discovered
that the breadth of customs could fill a tome. Here are
a few:

A.Gebrochts - matzah that has absorbed liquid. In cen
temporary Hebrew, “gebrochts” is known as “matzah
sh’ruyah,” or “soaked matzah.” Gebrochts is an aspect of
Passover kashrut which prohibits the eating of any mat
zah product which has absorbed liquid such as matzo
brei, matzah balls etc. This minhag is observed by many
in the Hasidic Jewish community, and among some other
Ashkenazi Jewish groups influenced by Hasidism. Many
Passover destinations will advertise “gebrochts” or” non-
gebrochts” to indicate whether they follow this minhag.

It may also be a code for the crowd which is sought and
may be present.

B.Kitniyot - there are only five grains which can ferment
and become chometz (wheat, barley, spelt, oats and rye)
and are the only grains which can be used to make mat
zah. The second century Rabbi Johanan ben Nuri con
sidered rice and millet as close enough to the five species
of grains to be prohibited in its leavened state (Pesachim
35a). However, the Mishna disagrees with Rabbi Nuri. The
view of Rabbi Nuri is also disregarded by the rabbis of the
third to sixth centuries (Amoraim) (Pesachim 114b).

During the 13th century, rabbis in France began the cus
tom of prohibiting kitniyot including rice, dried beans,
millet and lentils. Rabbenu Peretz ben Elijah of Corbeil
believed that people may become confused because of
similar boiling of chometz and kitniyot, and that in some
places people make bread out of kitniyot. In the 14th
century Rabbi Jacob ben Asher suggested that the five
species might be mixed up with kitniyot during storage.
Ashkenazi Jews thus do not eat kitniyot. Sephardic Jews
who follow Rabbi Yosef Karo (Shulchan Aruch) do.

In addition to the items mentioned above some communi
ties prohibit caraway, corn, poppy seeds, sesame seeds,
sunflower seeds, soybeans and peanuts. The prohibition
has expanded to limit the use of derivatives of kitniyot-in
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cluding derivatives that could not be confused with grain
or flour, like soybean oil and peanut oil.

Of course, potatoes do make a flour but are not prohib
ited. Rav Moshe Feinstein argued that potatoes were not
prohibited because they were unknown in Europe. Simi
larly most rabbis permit quinoa. But aren’t peanuts and
corn New World crops?

There are many issues involving kitniyot and many -dif
ferent opinions. If wheat matzah made within 18 minutes
is permissible why shouldn’t 18 minute rice? How about
oils of legumes which do not come in contact with water
and are produced before Pesach? How about citric acid
manufactured from corn syrup but is permitted by the OU
as an additive in Pesach products in the United States.

There have been several attempts to abolish the prohibi
tion on kitniyot. Rationale include costs of observance,
how it detracts from the joy of the holiday and divisive
ness in the community amongst others. Some believe an
anomaly exists when one can purchase Pesach noodles,
breakfast cereals, pizza, cookies, doughnuts, bread -
while technically Pesachdik, should be avoided for pre
cisely the same reason as exists for kitniyot.

In a shiur given to us in Israel during Pesach by Rabbi
Seth Farber he stated two historic attempts to permit the
eating of kitniyot .The first was at the time of Napoleon
when many Jews were in the French army, fought on the
eastern front and suffered a shortage of food; the second
in the 1860s during a famine in Europe. Both attempts met
strong rabbinic opposition and failed.

Today, when one visits Israel during Pesach it becomes
almost impossible to avoid kitniyot because of the pralif
eration of foods using kitniyot or its derivatives.

C.Bedikat Chometz- the search for the chometz which
may remain in the house is made on the evening before



the first night. There is a custom to put ten pieces of
bread before making the bracha. Some believe that the
reason for this custom of spreading out the ten pieces
is that there should not be an idle blessing should no
chometz be found. However, others believe that the eus
tom arises from the Kabbalah use of the number ten. This
may be correct as the blessing is made on the search and
not on the need to find anything. Photo 1 is a 1732 etching
by Bernard Picard of an Amsterdam family searching.

D. Magid/plagues - it is customary when mentioning
each of the plagues in the reading of the Haggadah to
spill a little wine from a cup to express grief at the loss of
Egyptian lives that was necessary for our freedom. Some
spill with the index finger being dipped in (the Torah-ex
pression “Etzba Elokim He” - it is the index finger of G-d).
Our minhag is to use the pinky (even though the pinky is
called zeres and not etzba.

E.Wearing a kittel during the Seder - many ashkenaz

im wear a kittel during the recitation of the Haggadah..
German Jews do not but instead wear the kittel on Rosh
Hashonah. Photo 2 is the Seder 1732 Amsterdam by Ber
nard Picard.

F.Afikomen - in some families the father takes the afiko
men and claims sovereignty over it while the children-at
tempt to “steal” it from him. If they are successful, the
father must “ransom” the afikomen. This might lead to a
negotiation session as it did in my parent’s home (the art
of making the deal). In other homes, the children “hide”
the afikomen and the father must find it or pay a “reward.”

Photo 2

However, in Chabad there is no stealing the afikomen as
the Rebbi said, “Even the stealing of this nature may have
an effect on the child’s personality, ingraining negative
tendencies.”

A German minhag is to take a small portion of the afiko
man and place it on the lintel of the door in the dining

room for the entire year so as to remind us when eating,
of the deliverance from slavery. This matzah is then the
last “chometz” found the following year when searching

(bedikat chometz).

G.Fruit - some have the minhag to only eat fruit and veg
etables which can be and is peeled out of a concern that
the skin may have been in contact with chometz or that
any wax on the item contains chometz or its process
ing contained chometz. Thus, berries or peppers are not
eaten during Pesach.

Perhaps the best reason for continuing these practices is
that a minhag is much more significant than the reason
for its original creation. It is a link to Jewish history; it
is the way our ancestors observed Pesach. When we sit
at the Pesach seder we attempt to recapture the exodus
thousands of years ago. We pass on our values and tradi
tions to the next generation by connecting the history,
the legacy and the minhagim of our ancestry.
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If you have ever been to the Vatican, you may have been
tempted to enter the hidden storerooms and search for
the Temple Menorah. You wouldn’t be the first to have
such inclinations. During the 1996 meeting between Is
rael’s Minister of Religious Affairs Shimon Shetreet and
Pope John Paul I, the Jerusalem Post reported that Shet
reet, “asked for Vatican cooperation in locating the gold
menorah from the second temple that was brought to
Rome by Titus in 70 C.E. I don’t say it’s there for sure, but |
asked the Pope to help in the search as a goodwill gesture
in recognition of the improved relations between Catho
lics and Jews.” Needless to say, Shetreet’s request was
not exactly warmly received. Later requests, including
those of one of Israel’s chief rabbis in a historic visit to
the Vatican in 2004, and by the President of Israel, Moshe
Katzav, did not prove any more fruitful. So, if it's not in

the Vatican, where might it be?
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The original Menorah, described in detail in the Torah,
was fashioned by Moses from a single piece of gold, for
use in the Tabernacle. Although that particular menorah
was not later mentioned in the First Temple built by Selo
mon, the Book of Kings does describe ten lampstands in
Solomon’s Temple. These menorahs were presumably de
stroyed by the troops of King Nebuchadnezzar during the
destruction of the First Temple in 586 B.C.E. When the
Temple was rebuilt, the Second Temple had one Menorah,
as described in the Book of Chronicles. This particular
Menorah was stolen by Antiochus IV of Epiphanes. A new
one was made after Judah Maccabee cleansed the temple,
the Menorah that commemorated Chanukah.

During the Roman conquest of Jerusalem and destruction
of the Second Temple in 70 C.E., there are vivid descrip
tions of the fate of the Menorah by the historian Flavius
Josephus, the Jewish general who surrendered to the
Roman side. He describes how a Jewish priest Phineas
handed over to the Romans some of the sacred treasures,
and how several of the Temple trophies, including the
golden Menorah and Showbread table, as well as a copy of
the Jewish Law, were paraded through Rome upon Titus’
victorious return from his conquest of Judea. It is this
procession that is well-documented on the Arch of Titus
built by the Emperor Domitian in 81 C.E., and which depicts
the classic rendition of the Menorah.

19th c. albumen prin Private Collection: Andy Allen




The Temple trophies, including the Menorah, were late
publically exhibited in the Temple of Peace, built by Ves
pasian in 71-75 C.E. to commemorate the Roman defeat
Judea. Josephus described the Temple of Peace as “ve
speedily completed and in a style surpassing all human
conception.” Jews, even some of the earliest Tannaimn
Rabbis of the second century C.E., presumably travelled t
Rome and saw the holy objects. Rabbi Shimon, a studen
of Rabbi Akiva, said “When | went to Rome, there | say
the Menorah” (Sifre Zutta). Another student of Rabbi Akiva
Rabbi Eleazar, described seeing both the Parochet (with
drops of blood from Yom Kippur) and the Breastplate.

In 192, a great fire destroyed the Temple of Peace, an
its treasures were supposedly transferred. When the
Vandals, a Germanic tribe who had migrated through Gay
(present day France) and Spain to North Africa, sacke
Rome in 455 under the leadership of their king Genserich
they were believed to have transferred Rome’s treasures,
including the Menorah, to their capital Carthage. In 534
the mighty Byzantine general Belisarius conquered Car
thage, taking the Temple treasures, including the Meno
rah, back to his capital, Constantinople, then ruled by
Justinian. In his Vandal Wars, Procopius, the Byzanting
scholar born in Caesarea, and advisor to Belisarius; de
scribes the Menorah being carried in Belisarius’ victory
procession, as was done in Rome hundreds of years-pre
viously. The Menorah was then placed in the emperor’s
palace compound.

Procopius also claimed that the Menorah was almostim
mediately sent back to Jerusalem. According to him, a
Jew connected to the court warned Justinian that the

Menorah had brought disaster to every city where it had
been, including Rome and Carthage, and that Constanti
nople should not be allowed to suffer the same fate. -Ap
parently, Justinian ordered the transfer of the Menorah to
one of Jerusalem’s churches. Hebrew historian Yohana
Levi (1901-1945), believed that the Menorah was placed i
church facing the southwest corner of the Temple Mount,
a church destroyed by an earthquake in the 8th century.

But the story doesn’t end there. Levi said that, according
to Josephus, two golden Menorahs were looted by Titus
from the Jerusalem Temple. Perhaps two Menorahs wer
taken to Carthage and then to Constantinople, and only
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one of those was returned to Jerusalem. The one which
stayed in Constantinople may have been looted by the
Crusaders and Venetians in 1204, and either melted down,
or taken to Venice. It has also been proposed that the
ship carrying the Menorah back to Jerusalem sunk in the
Mediterranean. Alternatively, a legend which originated
in the Middle Ages suggested that the Menorah was sto
len from the Temple of Peace by the Roman Jews them
selves, and thrown into the Tiber River, with the hope that
one day the Jews could recover it. In fact, in the early 18th
century, the Roman Jewish community asked permission
from the papal court to excavate the Tiber River. This re
guest was denied, and other proposals to search the Tiber
in the 1800'’s also did not materialize.

It has been suggested that the Menorah may be else
where in Rome. In the 12th century, a Spanish Jew known
as Benjamin of Tudela traveled the known world from
Spain to Mesopotamia. In his travel diaries he claims to
have seen a church in Rome, curiously, with two columns
from Solomon’s Temple. He was told by Rome’s Jews that
this church also holds a cave containing the Temple ves
sels taken by Titus. Another Roman church, Saint John in
the Lateran, from 1291, had a mosaic inscription claiming
the presence of the Menorah and the Temple columns.

So, for those of you with Indiana Jones inclinations in
search of the Menorah, there are some options. You can
dredge the Tiber, scour the Mediterranean, explore the
churches of Rome, wander around Venice, or dig around
the Temple Mount. And if you come up empty-handed, you
can always go back to the Vatican.




| am a Jew

By Annie Karpenstein

How Can | Curse That Whic

God Does Not Curse

By William Liss-Levinson, Ph.[

I am a Jew, link in an unbroken chain
sum of all that came before, rooted

in history, burdened with baggage,
tragic past, constant struggle for survival.

Deep roots millenia old, gnarled with

pain of persecution, like swollen, misshapen

arthritic fingers; thick roots, bulging

with sounds of barking dogs in pursuit;

porous roots exuding smell of smoke of human flesh.

I am a Jew, hiding in caves, forests, pits
trying to evade capture, conversion, death.
| am the Marano, Converso hiding my
religious practice from Inquisitors.

Hiding identity, trying to pass, to live.

| am the ghetto Jew trying to escape pogroms.
Cossacks on horseback wielding swords

with abandon, attacking unarmed civilians

for sport, senseless wanton destruction.

| am the Jew enslaved in Auschwitz, pale,

gaunt, bones and angles, hungry, cold, sick.
Constant smell of smoke hovers over me;
disease and death surround me, mingle with fear.

| am the wandering Jew, exiled from every
country, at home in none, feeling danger
ever present, never safe. Attuned to hatred
simmering, ready to boil over at any moment.

I am the Eternal Jew, holding tight the treasure,
a sacred legacy: ancient texts filled with wisdom;
DNA packed with tenacity, resilience, faith;
never losing hope, always choosing life.

An entire Torah portion, called Balak, in the book of Num
bers, tells us about how the non-Jewish prophet Bilaam
is engaged by Balak, King of Moab, to assist him in his at
tempts to conquer the traveling Jewish people, by cursing
them. The very opening passage of this portion states, “And
Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel did to the Amori
tes” (Num. 22:1). Bilaam, whom classic Rabbinic sources
see as a prophet of very high abilities, initially reflects his
ambivalence by telling Balak’s messengers that he needs
them to stay the night while he consults with God as to
whether he should accept their offer and go ahead and
curse the Jewish people. God's response is rather clear:

“And God said to Bilaam, ‘Don't go with them and don’t
curse the nation [the Jewish people], for it is blessed.”
(Num. 22:12)

A clear message, seemingly recognized and understood by
Bilaam to be coming directly from God, compels Bilaam to
send Balak’s messengers back to Balak the next morning,
not having completed their mission. But Balak still seeks
Bilaam’s support and sends even more prestigious emis
saries to solicit his assistance. Bilaam refuses again-de
spite all the offers of monetary compensation, invoking his
inability to do something that would be contrary to God’s
wishes. And yet that night God suggests to Bilaam that he
should go with Balak's messengers but to say only that
which God will bid him to say. Perhaps a tad too overzeal
ous, the next morning Bilaam arises and saddles up his
own donkey and starts out on the journey. We then are
told:

And Bilaam arose in the morning and he saddled his den
key and he went with the princes of Moab. And God was
angry because he went, and the angel of God was pesi
tioned on the path in order to be an obstacle to him, and
he rode on his donkey and his two lads were with him.
And the donkey saw the angel of God positioned on the
path and his sword was outstretched in his hand; and
the donkey veered from the path and went into the field,
and Bilaam struck the donkey in order to turn her onto
the path. And the angel of God stood in the path of the
vineyards, a boundary/fence on this [side] and a bound
ary/fence on this [side]. And the donkey saw the angel of
God, and she was pressed to the wall, and she pressed
Bilaam'’s foot to the wall, and he continued to hit her [the
donkey]. And the angel of God continued passing and it
stood in a narrow place such that there was no room [for



the donkey] to turn to the right or to the left. And the don
key saw the angel of God, and she sat down under Bilaam,
and Bilaam was angry and he struck the donkey with his
staff. And God opened up the mouth of the donkey and
she said to Bilaam, What have | done to you such that you
have struck me, these three times? And Bilaam said to the
donkey, Because you have abused me, if | had only had my
sword in my hand | would have now slaughtered you. And
the donkey said to Bilaam, Am | not your donkey, [the one
that] you have ridden on me from your beginnings until
now? Have | typically done this to you? And he [Bilaam]
said, No. And God uncovered Bilaam’s eyes and he saw the
angel of God positioned on the path and his sword drawn
and he knelt and he prostrated himself to his face. And
the angel of God said to him [Bilaam], For what do you hit
your donkey these three times? Behold | went out to be
an obstacle, because the path was dangerous because of
me. And the donkey saw me and she turned from me these
three times. Perhaps if she had not turned, now - certainly
- you | would have killed and | would have let the donkey
live. And Bilaam said to the angel of God, | have sinned, for
| did not know that you were positioned to confront me on
the path, and now if this is evil in your eyes, | will return.
(Num. 22:1-35)

Again, Bilaam is told to continue on his journey, but to say
only that which God will tell him. Bilaam eventually arrives
at Moab and tells Balak to have seven altars built for him,
to have seven male bulls and seven rams gathered so he
could offer one of each on each of the seven altars, after
which he will them communicate to Balak that which God
tells him. After doing this, Bilaam utters the first of a series

of poetic statements about the Jewish people, statements
of praise, much to the consternation and exasperation of
Balak,

How can | curse that which God has not cursed, and how
can | denounce that which God has not denounced? (Num.
23:8)

In the second series of poetic utterances in praise of Israel,
which follows in verses 18-24, Bilaam states that he was
taken there [by God] to bless [the people] and God blessed
them and he, Bilaam cannot, retract this. Continuing this
theme he explains that:

God did not find fault in Jacob and didn't see a burden in
Israel. (Num. 23:21)

And later in the third in the series of blessings,

The word of Bilaam, the son of Beor and the word of the
man, opened eye (Hebrew: sh’tum ha'ayin). Word of the one
who hears God'’s utterances and who sees God’s visions,
falling but with eyes uncovered. (Num. 24:3-4)

While most commentators, classic and modern, do trans
late shtum ha’ayinas “opened eye,” there are two Talmudic
sources (Sanhedrin, p.105a and Nidah, p.31a) which translate
the phrase in the direct opposite way, i.e. “closed-eyed.”
We'll return to these seemingly incompatible translations
later when we discuss Bilaam and his talking donkey.

Bilaam then utters one of the most famous sentences-de
scribing the Jewish people, one that begins the first part of
traditional, daily morning prayer service, the Psukei D’zimra.
Upon entering the synagogue for the morning prayers, we
are enjoined to say Bilaam'’s very words:

How goodly are your tents, Jacob, your dwelling places,
Israel.(Num. 24:5)

Thus, Bilaam has been truly transformed. He has “seen the
light” and is now able to praise and bless the Jewish people.

We need to ask ourselves what has occurred here in this
entire story in which vision is invoked repeatedly. We have
a talking, God-fearing donkey who sees better than his
master who is a prophet and seer, and we have to ques
tion how someone can be both sharp-eyed and lacking in
clarity of vision simultaneously.

In order to address these issues, let us examine the simi

larities and differences between our talking donkey and

the first and only other animal in the Torah who speaks,

the snake in the Garden of Eden. In the story of the snake
and Eve and Adam described in Genesis we read:

And the snake was slyer than all the other animal of the
field that God made...(Gen. 3:1)

This introductory fact about the God-given character of the
shake serves to lay the groundwork for understanding how
Eve could have been so easily duped to eat the fruit of the
forbidden tree and in turn give it to Adam, who also ate
some of the fruit. Eve and Adam are swayed by a highly
independent, smooth-talking snake with a seductive mes
sage that tempts them with the potential to be equal to
God.

Bilaam, the great prophet, with incredible clarity of vision,
was unable to even see what path to choose. Whether
blinded by his own internal arrogance and complacency
that he always would have clear “vision,” or blinded by the
appeal to his ego, he falls far below the cognitive, pereep
tual and moral level of his own donkey. His donkey is an
animal whose function is to be of service to others, but
about which we learn nothing of its predisposed moral
character or personality.

What the two animals clearly do share in common is that
they can independently initiate, at their will, conversations
with human beings. They are cogent, cognizant, interac



tive, strategic and convincing in their communications.
They have sophisticated and nuanced insight into human
beings, surpassing those human beings’ abilities, at least
for these remarkable two events. They function within the
realm of moral/immoral or good/bad, the snake having a
bad/immoral intention and the donkey having a good/moral
intention. And finally, after their respective, rather startling
and significant speaking roles, neither they nor any of their
species nor any other animal, speaks again in the Torah. Sg
we must ask ourselves what is the larger message that we
human beings, endowed with intellectual, psychological
and ethical/moral capabilities, are to learn from the “sinful”
behavior of the snake and from the “righteous” behavior of
the donkey? How does Bilaam, simultaneously sharp-eyed
and impaired of vison, serve as a role model for us as we
view our fellow human beings?

If we contrast the snake and the donkey, we may derive
a lesson that regardless of what is a predisposed trait,
we are expected to behave in certain moral and righteous
ways. God demands such behavior from us and holds us
accountable for failing to act in good, moral and righteous
ways. We all bring predisposing variables to situations of
moral choice. They are both the very fabric of our collec
tive humanity and of our incredibly individual and unique
personalities. In each of us there is perhaps both the Snake
and the Donkey. Our task is to acknowledge those different
and differing aspects of ourselves and to figure out how to
see the righteous path and to walk on it.

In the classic novella;The Little Prince(1943) by Antoine
de Saint Exupéry, the Fox, in saying goodbye to the Prince
says:

Here is my secret. It is very simple: It is only with the heart
that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to
the eye.

Perhaps our task begins with understanding precisely this
message, that we cannot rely upon what we are certain is
our perception of fact, truth or reality. We need to guard
against a tendency for extremist thinking and arrogance
that assumes that we are Godlike or that we alone are rec
essary and sufficient to know “the Truth.” At the very least,
we need to pause and reflect and reconsider what we think
we have seen, what we believe we understand and what
we are certain that we know, before we open our mouths
to speak to, with, and about another person. Bilaam’s expe
rience, which causes his every attempt to curse the people
to turn into a blessing, isn't about looking at a different
“thing” than what you had looked at previously. Rather, it is
about seeing something or someone that you have viewed
before, differently, through a different lens, without the
adverse, vision-impairing filters which we often bring to
these opportunities.

The chapter’s title is drawn from a previously cited verse:

How can | curse that which God has not cursed, and how
can | denounce that which God has not denounced? (Num.
23:8)

| too cannot curse that which God has not cursed. | need
to start out understanding my own limitations and the fac
tors that contribute to both my individual impaired vision
and to my clarity of vision. | need to remember that even
if it is not apparent to me at that moment, | must always
view the other person as an equal who also was created
b'tzelem Elohimin the image of God. Perhaps, then we will
find and create more opportunities to offer blessings and
words of kindness and praise.
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Standard Kiddush Costs $1,000 in Mender Auditorium
6 Tables

Cakes/Cookies

Herring/Ge Ite Fish

Assorted Salads

Crackers

Soda, Wine, Grape Juice, Two Bottles of Dewar

Upgraded Kiddush Costs $1,800 in Mender Auditorium
Everything in a Standard Kiddush
Plus Assorted Deli Platters

First Class Kiddush Costs $3,300 in Mender Auditorium

7 Tables

Everything in an Upgraded Kiddush

Plus 14 Trays of Hot Food Items (e.g. chulent, kugel, meatballs, mini hotdogs)
Upgraded Scotch (Two Bottles)

Additional trays available at $100/tray

Kiddush Club Annual Membership Fee $400 in Chal n Room
Assorted food served, including meat dishes

Tomchei Shabbos Kiddush in Room 110

Cholent served

(money collected for cholent is donated by Rabbi Moskowitz to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens)
Additonal catering is available

To sponsor a Kiddush, please contact Mark Twersky at mtwersky@gns.org or (516)487-6100.




The Man of God

By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.O

When | was a university student | once took a class in
creative short-story writing. My professor thought that |
showed some skill and suggested that | attempt to seek
a career in journalism. | did not follow his advice and
took another life path. | became a professor of Hebrew
language and Biblical literature with an added emphasis
on lIsraeli history. Later in my life | became an ordained
rabbi. | was never a scholar, and never wanted to be one.
| wanted to be only a teacher trying to reach the minds of
my students and the hearts of my congregants...a shep
herd, if you will.

In a book published in 1982 by the Central Conference of
American Rabbis, Rabbi Joseph Rudavsky wrote about the
Rabbi and the Human Element. Quoting Rabbi Joshua in
Pirkei Avot, “Aseh lecha rav u”kneh lecha chaver...™ "prg
vide yourself a rabbi and thereby get yourself a friend,” he
calls our attention to the letter vav in the Hebrew, imply
ing a double responsibility. As one colleague remarked, “a
rabbi is a shepherd.”

Like Moshe Rabbeinu, therefore, the rabbi is a shepherd
and as such he follows in a great tradition. He does not

stand on a hill and point the way. He does not sit in some

tall tower and commune only with God. He does not lock
the door of his study and bury himself in books. He is a

shepherd and his life is with people.

He shares their every circumstance. Whether in straight
paths or death-darkened valleys, his life is with his peo
ple. He stands beside the death bed of someone whom he
has come to admire and respect. He is truly the shepherd
when all the members of his flock are precious to him,
personalities to be respected, lives to be touched, souls
to guard and to guide through the beauty and the terror
of every life’s cycle.

| know such a rabbi. He is the man of God who walks
among us. Rabbi Polakoff is a modern Orthodox Rabb
with a silver tongue and a heart of gold. His congregants
adore him for his humanity and humility. He never seeks
glory for himself, only concerned with the well-being of
his flock. He is our good shepherd.

During the nine months of my beloved wife’s illness he
called upon the congregation each Shabbat morning to
pray for the health of Rahel bat Chaya. Whenever | saw
him, his first question was always “how is Rahel doing?”
and his second question was “how are you holding up?”

Rabbi Dale Polakoff

He always asked what the dac

tor's reports were and if any

signs of improvement were

noticed. He asked because he
cared. Because he is a true
tzadik, a righteous man who

walks with God.

As Rahel's end of life was
drawing near, he embraced me
and held me and gave me the
strength | desperately needed
to go on living. | did not want
to live without my sainted wife.
But Rabbi Polakoff reminded
me that | needed to be strong
and to provide strength to my
children and grandchildren.

For months, Rabbi Polakoff was my savior, my comforter,
my friend. It was not simply sympathy that he offered. It
was the empathy which he shared. Several years earlier,
he lost his beloved wife to cancer. His five children were
now motherless and he experienced the pain which no
one should ever have to experience. He raised up his five
beautiful children, three sons and two daughters. One son
followed in his footsteps and became an Orthodox rabbi.
And like his dear father, he too will be a shepherd to his
people. Ha tapuach lo nofail rachok min ha etz...the apple
does not fall far from the tree. Rabbi Polakoff understood
my deep pain and grief because he too had experienced it.

Very early in the morning of erev Shabbat on September
23rd, my beloved Rahel breathed her last breath at 2:45.
| telephoned Rabbi Polakoff and he and his lovely wife El
len were at my door within minutes. He called the chevra
kaddisha and together with them he escorted Rahel’s life
less body into the waiting funeral van with me walking
behind.

The funeral took place a few hours after her death, before
the approach of the holy Shabbat. His heartfelt words in
her praise as a true eshet chayil, a valorous woman, still
ring in my ears. After Shabbat he came to my home to be
certain that | and my children were well and that we had
sufficient food for the week of shiva. There was, in fact,
so much food provided by the magnificence of members

“...the rabbi is a shepherd and as such he
follows in a great tradition. He does not
stand on a hill and point the way. He does
not sit in some tall tower and commune
only with God. He does not lock the door of
his study and bury himself in books. He is a
shepherd and his life is with people.”



of his congregation, that not only did we not lack for sus
tenance during the week of shiva, but there is still some
sweets remaining, sufficient for Chanukah.

There were 161 visitors who came to console me and my|
children during the shiva. But the greatest among them
was Rabbi Polakoff.

As someone said to me, “He is the most outstanding rabbi
when it comes to comforting the bereaved and offering
his personal help. No other rabbi can compare to him
in his chesed, his kindness, his devotion. He is a rabbi
who sincerely cares for his people.” To which I replied,
“And why not? He is not just a rabbi. He is the man of
God, Ish ha Elokim, who walks among us. Blessed may
he forever be.”

Gemara with Rabbi Yossi Sing
By Robert Spitalnick

Yom Kippur is always a deeply meaningful holiday, but
this year some of us were able to experience it with a

greater focus and understanding. The dedicated individu

als who patrticipate in Rabbi Yossi Singer's weekly class
in gemara had an enhanced insight into the intricacies of

the avodah, the priestly service which forms the core of

the Musaf davening.

Rabbi Singer, one of the rabbei’im at the Rabbinical Semi
nary of America in Kew Gardens (Chofetz Chaim Yeshiva)
has been teaching this shiur for over 30 years. Under
his guidance, we have learned among others, the gema
ras: Betza, Succah, Rosh Hashana, Shabbos, Berachot,
Kedushin, and now Yom Kippur. Week after week with
out fail, we spend an hour in the presence of our sages
as we struggle to understand their unique reasoning.
We don't necessarily go quickly, for the question is not
“how much Torah do you go through, but how much goes
through you?”

It is said that each of us, upon reaching the heavenly
gates, is asked whether we set aside time for Torah
study. Indeed, studying Torah can be an antidote for our
sins. If we say as an excuse, “But there is a Yetzer Hara”
- evil inclination - Hashem responds that he created Torah
as an antidote for it.

Please join us any time. The class is open to men and
women. We meet every Wednesday at 8:30 in the Wein
stein Torah and Technology Center (Room 8).




The Jewish James Bonc

Excerpt from Sugar in the Tea: Amazing Stories aboutf
Jews and the Far East (to be published in 2018)

By Rabbi Marvin Tokaye
and Ellen Rodman, Ph.D

Readers will be amazed to learn that the prototype for
the infamous James Bond character was Sidney Reilly
(1873/74-1925), a Jew. No one is sure of the exact date ¢
Reilly’s birth, but most consider him the first super spy.
Known as the Ace of Spies, Reilly was Sigmund Georgiev
ich Rosenblum, born in Odessa, Russia, now Ukraine; pos
sibly an illegitimate child. Frequently referred to as the
“little Jewish bastard,” the story that preceded his name
change from Rosenblum to Reilly is the earliest example
of what would be his three decades of shocking and self-
interested actions.

In 1897, Reverend Hugh Thomas died suddenly in Englan
under suspicious circumstances. Rosenblum was ped
dling miracle cures which interested Thomas who had a
kidney inflammation. Soon Rosenblum was engaged in a
torrid love affair for six months with Thomas's young wife,
Margaret Callighan. One week after Thomas had named
his wife executor of his Will, Thomas was found dead in
bed. A mysterious T.W. Andrew, who matched Resen
blum’s description, is said to have appeared on the scene
to certify Thomas’s cause of death as generic influenza
and to sign documents claiming that there was no need
for an inquest. No doctor by that name was ever found at
the time. Six weeks later Margaret inherited 800,000 Brit
ish pounds, and soon thereafter Rosenblum married her
and changed his hame to Sidney George Reilly. Reilly was
married at least three times, at least once bigamously, all
the while engaging in espionage.

Early onin his career, Reilly was sent by British Intelligence
to Persia because the Shah gave an Australian business
man permission to grant concessions for the exploitation
of Persia’s (now Iran) newly discovered oil deposits. Eng
land, France, Russia and Germany all vied for the rights.
While private discussions among representatives of the
four nations were in progress, Reilly crashed the meet
ing dressed as a Catholic priest and asked William Knox
D’Arcy of Australia for a few minutes of his time. D’Arcy
excused himself and listened to Reilly’s tearful pleas on
behalf of Catholic orphanages that were running out of
money all over the British Empire. He pleaded for the oll
concession to go to England for the sake of the children.
D’'Arcy believed the phony story of the imposter priest,
and on that day the Anglo Persian Oil Company was born.
This oil giant became British Petroleum, now known as BP.

Shortly before the Russo Japanese War in 1905, Reilly ap
peared in Port Arthur, Manchuria, as a double agent for
the British and the Japanese. Anticipating the war, he
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and his business partner Moishe Ginsburg, purchased
enormous amounts of food, raw materials, coal and medi

cine and sold it for a large profit to both sides. Reilly also

stole the Port Arthur Harbor Defense Plans from the Rus
sians, plans which the Imperial Japanese Navy then used
to navigate the Russian mine field and launch a surprise

attack on Port Arthur. Reilly worked with Japanese Colo

nel Akashi Motojiro on this rare instance of the Japanese
using a foreign spy on their behalf, and they paid Reilly
a fortune.

Akashi, a poet and art collector, and Reilly had met-ear
lier in St. Petersburg, Russia, and they bonded over their
shared interest in art. Reilly’s apartment was more a mu
seum than a home. He owned many superb examples
of Renaissance art, and his library contained more than
three thousand volumes of first editions. Reilly knew that
he was under surveillance by Okhrana (the Russian secret
police) in Manchuria while he was colluding with Akashi
and wanted to flee without appearing guilty to the Rus
sians, so he diverted suspicion by developing such a pub
lic, passionate and convincing love affair with a woman
that she agreed to go with him to Japan the next day. The
Russians were so caught up with Reilly’s love life that
they stopped suspecting him of spying for the moment.
Reilly’s strategy succeeded in getting him out of Port-Ar
thur before the war started and before the Russians could
interrogate him.

Reilly warned both the British and the Japanese that the
Manchu Chinese Dynasty would collapse. In addition, in
the early 1900s, Reilly posed as a shipping agent in Man
churia as a way to obtain vital information for the Imperial
Japanese Navy, enabling Japan to sink the entire Russian
Pacific squadron. One year later, Reilly infiltrated a -Ger
man shipyard to steal the plans for the new and deadly
Krupp naval gun. Reilly also helped Russia against-Ger
many, and England against Russia. He hid all traces of
his Jewish ancestry from the Russians by claiming that
he was the child of a Russian colonel. Perhaps he told
them that he never knew his father but had heard that he
was a Russian colonel. As an illegitimate child, it would
be plausible that he never knew his father and, therefore,
might be unable to provide the Russians with his father’s
name. In 1907, he warned Russian intelligence that one
of their agents, Josef Vissarionvich Dzhugashvili, was be
traying them and passing their secrets to the communist
revolutionaries. The czarist police ignored Reilly, and the
man he warned them about escaped the wrath of czarist
intelligence. That man was Joseph Stalin, who went on
to become the bloodiest tyrant the Russian people had
known since Ivan the Terrible.

In 1910, the czar ordered the construction of a new Rus
sian fleet, and Reilly hoped to win the contract for hisli
ent, a German shipbuilder. Not only would he earn a huge
profit by negotiating the deal, but he also would be able
to intercept and photograph every Russian warship for
Britain. Reilly used his personal connection with Russia’s
Marine Minister - and even closer ties with the minister’s



Sidney Reilly

lovely wife - to
win the contract.

Reilly became a
legend through
audacious acts
and  extraordi
nary courage. He
was a practical
and clever con
man, a charming scoundrel, a master of disguises and a
brilliant spy who lived by his wits, thrived on danger, ex
ploited women and was a cold-blooded murderer when
killing served his purpose. And he loved living in luxury.
Fascinating and enigmatic, Reilly spied successfully for
four nations: Japan, Russia, England and China, some
times against each other. Skilled at disarming suspicious
critics, Reilly was a master of deception, a crack marks
man and knowledgeable about poisons. He never traveled
without poison, a sinister aide to espionage.

In 1931 théondon Evening Standargublished a series
on spies, including Reilly, glorifying his exploits. In April
1953 lan Fleming, who worked for British intelligence him
self, told an editor ofThe Sunday Timethat he created
James Bond after reading about Reilly’s exploits as a spy
in the British Secret Service who was also a gambler; ad
venturer and seducer of women. Like Reilly, James Bond
was a linguist, gambler, liar and womanizer, and he, too,
loved good food and wine. In 1983, a twelve-part mini
series, “Reilly: Ace of Spies,” (based on a book by Robin
Bruce Lockhart) aired on television, and in 1984 it won the

British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) Awardl.

Reilly’s final audacious plan was to murder Lenin and to
overthrow the Soviet Union and perhaps become Russia’s
leader. In 1925, Reilly was lured to Russia to help the anti-
communist revolutionaries execute the plan, but it was a
trick devised by Stalin. Reilly never got to help implement
the plan - which was attempted without Reilly but failed

- because Stalin arranged for his arrest at the border.
Reilly was imprisoned and tortured to force him to reveal
secrets of British intelligence, but he never did. Finally,
he was taken for a walk and shot in the back. W His
tory of the British Secret Serviceauthor Richard Deacon
wrote, “Sidney Reilly was one of lan Fleming's greatest
heroes. He always lamented that James Bond, his own
fictitious hero, ‘was not in the Sidney Reilly class.™

Mazel tov
to Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
who was recently honored
with the prestigious
Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold and Silver Rays
for his lifetime
of cultural service
between the Jewish and
Japanese communities.




Lessons from Hamilton
and the Election of 1800

By Carol Buckmann

One candidate was called “senile” and “vain” and unfit
to serve because of his “ungovernable temper.” Anothe
party’s candidate called the prior administration “a reign
of witches” and said that the opposing party’s rule was
“calculated to undermine and demolish the republic.
another candidate was called a “coward,” a person whose
“nerves are too weak to bear anxiety and difficulties,”
and a dangerous radical who wanted to bring the French
Revolution to the United States. There was a great dea
of baseless mudslinging, fear of foreign influence in U.S
politics, and Jews played a role in the election.

No, this wasn't the recent election, or even any recent
election, although the parallels are startling. It was the

hotly contested Presidential election of 1800 between
Federalists, the party of Alexander Hamilton, and Demo
cratic-Republicans, also called Republicans, the party o
Thomas Jefferson (though not the current party with that

name). There is even a song about this election in the
musical Hamilton.

1800 was a year in which four candidates - John Adams

(seeking re-election), Charles Pinckney, Aaron Burr an
Thomas Jefferson - vied for the office, as each party then
nominated two candidates. John Adams’ Federalist ad
ministration was “the reign of witches,” and Thomas Jef

ferson, the Democratic-Republican, was the candidate
who was accused of having weak nerves and fomenting
revolution. Alexander Hamilton, who had been Georg
Washington’s Secretary of the Treasury, even said that
the nation needed to be kept from “the fangs of Jefferson”
and felt that a Federalist defeat would lead to “irretriev

able ruin.” He and other Federalists were accused of try
ing to precipitate a crisis with France which would re

quire future cooperation with Britain, even though Adams
admitted that “there is no more prospect of seeing a French
army here than there is in Heaven.” Pinckney was called 3
man of “limited talents” who was ill suited to be President.

There is a tendency to think that intensely partisan and
vitriolic politics are creatures of our modern age, but, as
the election of 1800 illustrates, the United States has a
long history of intense partisanship and insult campaign
ing; they are not new phenomena. Thomas Jefferson ad
mitted in a letter to Benjamin Rush that he was seeking
the Presidency even though becoming President would
make him “a constant butt for every shaft of calumny
which malice and falsehood could form.” However, it was
Jefferson who hired a Scotsman, James Callendar, wh
has been called a 19th century “smear artist”, to attack

" Yet Thomas Jefferson, painting by Rembrandt Pedge
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the administrations of Washington and Adams. Those whqg

have seen or read Hamilton will be familiar with Callen
dar’s publicizing Hamilton’s affair with a married woman
named Maria Reynolds and the accusations that Hamilton
improperly used government funds to keep her husband
quiet and perhaps even for personal gain.

People in 1800 also complained that the campaign seemed
to last forever. They complained about a loss of civitlib
erties, since the Federalist Alien and Sedition Acts pro
hibited much criticism of the government and resulted in
the closure of newspapers. In our age of hotly contested
races which divide the country, it is also interesting to
note that partisan division along almost even lines is not
a new phenomenon either. Families had split allegiances,
and the electors in 1800 were so divided that the selection
of the President ultimately fell to the House of Represen
tatives. As you can see, the more things change, the more
they stay the same.

Despite the soap opera character of the personal attacks
and tactics, in 1800, as today, the opposing parties had
real philosophical and political differences. They viewed
themselves as reflecting two different and irreconcilable
visions of the future of the United States: the Federal
ists favored a strong central government, manufacturing,
a flexible interpretation of the Constitution and a praeti
cal alliance with Great Britain against France. The-Re
publicans favored state power, agriculture and a strict
interpretation of the Constitution. To the Republicans,
the issue was whether the liberties won in the American
Revolution would be maintained or lost.

One thing that was different then, however, is that can
didates in 1800 did not campaign in person. They did not
travel around the country making speeches, but relied on
elected officials from within their own parties to cam
paign as surrogates. The election campaign was waged
mostly in the print media. In addition, in those days,
the Constitution left the selection of the electors to the
states, most of which allowed state legislators to pick
electors. However, five of the then 16 states allowed the
voters to choose on either a winner-take- all basis or pro
portionately by election districts. Another parallel with

John Adams, painting by Asher Brow



today is that there was even partisan manipulation of the
system in Virginia and Massachusetts, which switched
from their current systems (winner take all to per district

voting, and vice versa) to favor the party in control.

New York and New York Jews were also divided. While
there were some Jewish Federalists, many were sup
porters of the Democratic-Republican Party and ended up
playing a pivotal role in the New York election. In 1796,
New York cast its votes for Adams and the Federalists, al
lowing Adams to defeat Jefferson by three electoral votes.
However, in 1800, working class wards in New York City
tipped the scales so that all of New York’s votes went
to Jefferson and Burr. This was the result of a campaign
orchestrated by Burr in which Tammany volunteers gave
Aaron Burr, painting by Gilbert Stua speeches, knocked on doors and asked for funds. Jews
including Isaac Gomez, Isaac Seixas and Naphtali Judah
were active in the local democratic clubs, and the New
York club even had a Jewish vice president, a merchant
Major General Charles Pinckney, painting by James § named Solomon Simson. A Jew named Mordechai Myers
was one of the most successful ward spokesmen, giv
ing inspiring speeches in favor of Jefferson. This drew
the wrath of the Federalists, some of whom responded
in blatantly anti-Semitic terms. (Not Alexander Hamilton,
though; he respected Jews. According to Ron Chernow's
biography, he attributed the extraordinary progress of
Jews in the world to “some great providential plan.”)

Pennsylvania, which was a key swing state even then,
almost didn’t vote at all because of a stalemate between
the Federalist-controlled state Senate and the Republi
can-controlled House. However, at the last minute, a ecom
promise was worked out in which the legislature selected
eight Republicans and seven Federalists.

The electors voted on December 3, but although the-bal
lots were not supposed to be counted until February 11,
word soon got out that Jefferson and Burr were tied at 73

votes each, while Adams and Pinckney trailed with 65 and
64 votes, respectively.

In those days, each state had one vote to break the tie,
Alexander Hamilton, painting by John Trumb meaning that nine votes were needed to become Presi
dent. On the first vote, Jefferson received eight votes-be
cause a divided Vermont and Maryland abstained. On 35
subsequent votes, Jefferson failed to get the additional
vote and his supporters were incensed. Pennsylvania
and Virginia prepared to send their militias to Washington
if Jefferson was not elected, and civil war became a possi
bility, but in the end, Jefferson got ten votes. Hamilton’s
antipathy towards Aaron Burr led him to influence one
key Congressman’s vote by telling him that “Jefferson is
less dangerous.”

In the end, relations were so strained that Adams refused
to attend Jefferson’s inauguration, even though they had
previously been friendly. They ultimately mended fences
and the country endured, which is perhaps the mostim
portant lesson from the election of 1800
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Youth News

By Dr. Mike & Zehava Atlas an
Rabbi Shalom Jensen

On a cold Friday night in January, freshmen and sopho
mores came to the Jensen and Atlas homes for a -deli
cious dinner followed by dessert and oneg with the GNS
Scholar-in-Residence Ari Sacher. Over great food and with
good company, we were all wondering what we would
be hearing about from the rocket scientist and designer
of Iron Dome, Mr. Sacher. After dinner we made our way
over to the GNS Braun Youth Center to join a large group
of parents and community high school students to enjoy
candy and poppers and to listen to Mr. Sacher’s presenta
tion. His unique blend of brilliance and humor about a very
important topic was refreshing, enlightening, and enter
taining. Our high schoolers listened attentively and were
truly privileged to hear from an individual who is privy to
the intricate details of Israel’'s security system.

By Scott MayerYouth Leader

The Great Neck Synagogue youth program offers mini-
shabbatons throughout the year. A mini-shabbaton is
when kids from a certain age group gather on shabbos
morning for an ice cream kiddush with a toppings bar
served by Rabbi Jensen. On Saturday night they come
back for a special fun program organized by their group
leaders. Whether it be zumba or an intense nerf war the
mini-shabbatons are always awesome.

This year the 5th to 7th grade boys group had an action
packed 4 on 4 basketball tournament for 35 boys. The
night started with a shoot-around in the gym so everyone
could take some practice shots and scout out their cem
petition. At the same time in the Braun Youth Center there
were televisions with the playoff football game on along
with a pool and a ping pong table. A short while later the
teams were set and the tournament began. After a long
first round, we had four teams who were victorious and
would be advancing. The next round was nail biting and
exciting but we finally got two winning teams that were
heading to the finals. As the finals began the pizza arrived
and the other teams who were eliminated dug into pizza,
soda, and cookies for dessert. As the finals went on the
lead kept changing between sides and finally came to an
end with one team on top. The four winners were congrat
ulated and each awarded two tickets to a Brooklyn Nets
game later this season. While only four won the big prize
everyone left with an Airhead Xtremez courtesy of Rabbi
Jensen. Congratulations to the winners! We look forward
to seeing everyone for the spring mini-shabbaton.
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Last summer, my dear mother-in-law, Sylvia Levinson,
also known as Grandma Sylvia and GG Syl, died at the age
of 95. She lived a full life in which she felt truly grateful
and abundantly blessed to have experienced the adoring
love of her parents, siblings, husband, children, grandehil
dren and even great-grandchildren.

As we were preparing our home for my husband Billy to sit
shiva, kindly members of Great Neck Synagogue brought
siddurim and the Torah in its travelling Aron Kodesh home.
Friends began preparing food to offer comfort during a
time of sorrow. And | knew that one of my jobs was to
“cover the mirrors.”

Much has been written about covering the mirrors as part
of the Jewish tradition in a house of mourning during the
traditional seven days of shiva. The most common (and
perhaps most surface) reason given is that the mourner
should be focusing on internal issues, on loss, grief and
mourning, not on the superficial issue of external beauty
and the question of “How do | look today?” Covering the
mirror removes the temptation to indulge in such vanity.

A second deeper reason for the covering of the mirror is
that each human is created in the image of God and that
when a soul departs, The Divine image is diminished. The
relationship between the individual and the Divine may
be temporarily disrupted. We each lose a modicum of our
Divine spark in the face of death. We cover the mirrors
S0 as not to come face to face with that disruption and
destruction.

Finally, when we look deeply into a mirror, we are looking
deeply into ourselves. During the initial days of mourning,
when there is a confusion of emotions, we may not wish
to take that deep look into ourselves and deal with the un

spoken desires, guilt or unfinished business we may have.

But as | went to cover the mirrors, | thought about GG Sy,
about our life entwined for nearly half a century. | saw

her, younger than | am now, walking down the aisle at

our wedding. | imagined her playing with our daughters
and being so proud of each of them at their Bat Mitzvahs.
And | recalled in my mind her joy at the experience of hav
ing great-grandchildren, the proverbial icing on the cake.
And of course, two of the highlights of her life, walking,

practically dancing down the aisle at her granddaughters’

weddings. | wanted to capture those moments and share
them with those who came to visit.

And so | covered the mirrors. Butinstead of using a sheet,
or furniture wax to blur the image, | enhanced and deco
rated the mirror with fabulous pictures of Sylvia Levinson

in all of her glory - from her young days in Brooklyn to her
final days in Manhattan. All of the love and happiness of
her life was summarized in that mirror.

Covering the mirror with these images was a kind of
parallel process to a task | had undertaken just weeks
earlier. When Sylvia was in the hospital, and then again,
when she came home for her last days, | covered the en
tire wall opposite her bed with pictures of “her treasures.”
These treasures were the images of her brothers, nieces,
husband, children, grandchildren and all those who loved
her and whom she loved in return. She would look up
at them with a smile. It appeared as though they were
all looking back down at her and returning the hugs and
kisses she always dispensed.

In covering the mirror with photographs, | feel | fulfilled
the purpose of this particular shiva custom and of shiva
more generally. The focus was on the life of the deceased,
a life filled with people, relationships, joy, experiences,
celebrations and embraces all displayed for others to see.
The pictures steered the conversation and thoughts of
both the mourners and the visitors away from the mun
dane to the realm of the holy.

| hope that in sharing this, others may choose to cover a
mirror with photographs as a new custom in a house
of mourning. And it will be one more way that my
mother-in-law, may her memory be a blessing, will have
brought joy and blessing to this world, both in her life
time and beyond.




Coney Island Today - Reinventi

Itself But Still Nostalgia Heave

Excerpt from the recently published book,
The Brooklyn Nobody Knows, (Princeton University Pre

ByWilliam B. Helmreich

| first went to Coney Island as a kid, with my dad and
my older brother, Mark, who was then fourteen. He had
bought tickets for the famed Cyclone roller coaster, for
two consecutive rides. But the first one so sickened Mark
- | well remember his greenish complexion after he stum
bled off the car - that he declined a repeat performance.
For me, everything about going there, and we went there
numerous times, was memorable. Some of the rides,
especially the bumper cars, where you could crash into
other cars with gusto but with no consequences except
for a dirty look or minor retaliation in kind, are indelibly
imprinted on my consciousness. The same for the boeard
walk, where we delighted in staring at the ocean waves
of water as they crashed ashore, and consumed all man
ner of delectable treats.

Some of the old rides are still operating, but they existin a
setting that’s a cross between venerating the old and em

bracing the new. Nathan's is still there, the signage rec

ognizable as well as the menu, offering many of the old
standbys - the crinkle cut fries and hot dogs, and ears of
buttered corn on a bun, but not the real glasses in which

their orange drinks were once served. Nathan’'s Wall of
Fame lists all of the recent winners of the Annual Inter

national Hot Dog Eating Contest, dominated by two world
classfressers- Joey Chestnut and Takeru Kobayashi: An
other sign fairly shouts out: “They Came, They Ate, They
Conquered.” This is especially true of Chestnut, holder o
the current world record, 69 hot dogs, and Sonya Thomas
aka Lee Sung Kyong, and top dog among the women, with
45 franks.

On the other hand, today there’s Applebees and a new
site for a national candy chain called IT'SUGAR. There are
many new rides, like The Thunderbolt which will turn you
upside down at high speed in more ways than you can
imagine. The scariest one of all, according to riders and
from what | could see visually, is The Slingshot, where
you're suspended along wires at crazy angles in a small
bowl-like contraption, built for two. The advantage? “You
can see the world” as one person put it, from 150 feet in
the air. Even the actor Mark Wahlberg and his brothers
Donnie, and Paul have invested in an outlet of their pepu
lar chain, called “Wahlburger’s. “There’s a million people i
New York! Somebody’s got to feed them,” declared Donnie
in an interview with the online website,Grub Stop And
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of course there's a new boardwalk, rebuilt after Sandy,

along a nice-sized beach, one used regularly by bathers,
walkers, and joggers. But make no mistake. This is not yet
a Disneyfied place like Times Square. It still has a certain
vaguely seedy feel about it. Panhandlers operate pretty
freely, the crowds are raucous and sometimes unruly.

There is some crime, and the trains constantly rumbling

overhead into the city’s biggest subway yards, add both

noise and color to the scene.

Some of the old buildings are still there, there’s ample
seating at Nathan's and you can lose yourself in the
past, as you listen to what's been called the “bubble
gum songs” of summer. The crowds are a mix of locals
and tourists from everywhere and they draw thousands
of visitors on the weekend. A cop tells me it's safe “but
you should probably stay away from the projects further
down,” referring no doubt to the area in the twenties and
thirties. Despite the crowds, they don’t come close to the
vast numbers of tourists who regularly line up to see the
Statue of Liberty and the Empire State Building, and that's
why it belongs in this book. There’s also the fact that to
really understand Brooklyn’s perception of self, you need
to visit this historically important neighborhood.

Further up, on 17th Street, is MCU Park, home to the Mets-
owned farm club, the Brooklyn Cyclones, where you can
watch a game and the ocean at the same time whilesit
ting in the most expensive field box for just $19.00. The
park also has other types of entertainment, like boxing
matches and concerts and can also be rented for private
parties. In case you're wondering what “MCU” stands for,
it's the Municipal Credit Union, which explains why this is
not how the park is referred to. It’s just not very catchy.

Be advised that venturing beyond W. 20th Street, just
three blocks away is not advisable, for any but the most
intrepid adventurers. That's where the public housing
projects begin, running, roughly, from W. 20th to W. 37th
streets, east to west, and from Neptune to Surf Avenues,
north to south. Many of the NYCHA buildings are in need
of serious repairs and renovations and portions of them
are clearly abandoned. There are some exceptions, where
the buildings look better, like on W. 23rd Street between
Neptune and Mermaid Avenues, where there are some
nice gardens. Many of the smaller houses around them
are also dilapidated, with barred windows and signs of
neglect. A wall mural with the slogan “We must stop the
Violence,” and “RIP,” accompanied by The Lord’s Prayer and
a pair of hands raised in supplication tells an incredibly
sad story, with the names of some 80 victims listed - Allen
“Jungle” Lewis, Treat Rogers, Butter Troy Harris, Cheyenne
Corey Pelsen and so many others who died young. A walk
up Mermaid or Neptune Avenue will easily confirm that
this is a grim part of the city with idle young men hang
ing out on the streets by day, as well as many homeless
people in scenes reminiscent of the bad old days. It may
not be as dangerous as, say, the Louis Pink Houses in



East New York, or some of the projects in Brownsville, but
it's up there.

This is the downside of Coney Island in terms of devel
oping it into a major tourist attraction. To attract more
private investment the city will have to spend massive
amounts of money to create viable affordable housing
and to rehabilitate the NYCHA projects, where thousands
live in poverty. Still, people express hope that the arrival
of chain stores and new rides to the entertainment area
will change peoples’ perceptions. After all, other seem
ingly forlorn parts of the city have also improved dramati
cally. Time will tell.

Walking along Ocean Parkway, Coney Island’s eastern

edge, | come face to face with a large, unglazed, brewn
ish-red, terra cotta colored relief made of cast concrete,
dubbed “Brooklyn.” It's located on the surface of a sup
porting viaduct immediately beneath the tracks of the
Ocean Parkway subway station of the Q line on West
Brighton Avenue. It consists of a group of people, some
standing, while others are seated in a roller-coaster. Most
are wearing bathing suits. To the left on a separate panel
is a scantily-clad mermaid. To her immediate left is a color
ad for Touro College, on a poster made of cardboard at
tached to a tall silver street-lamp. Touro is a college for
the general public, but founded and run by Orthodox Jew
ish administrators who also have special programs and
schools catering to the rigorously observant. The poster
features a photo of a modestly dressed and attractive
young woman, describing the school as “a college with
a personal touch.” One must assume that the stark eon
trast between these two images, only a few feet from
each other is entirely unintentional!

Cross the street and you see a similarly designed relief,
depicting people lying on a beach, called “Sideshow.” A
few are lolling in the shade of an umbrella. Both reliefs
were created by the sculptor, Deborah Masters and are
called the “Coney Island Reliefs.” They are surrounded b
diamond and square shaped colorful ceramic tiles. The
purpose is to portray the unusual history and legends of
Coney Island. A must see!

In nearby Asser Levy Park, between Seabreeze and Su
Avenues, | enjoy a conversation with a group of elderly
Russian Jews, as they play with their pit bulls, some
friendly, some not. One of them tells me the neighborhood
is improving:

“More and more Russians are moving in from Brighton
Beach to the co-ops and some new condos are going up
This part of Coney Island is getting better. You should
have seen what a mess Brighton Beach was when the
Russians came in the 70s and 80s.” For the Russian-com
munity, this is a good life. They have the beach, board
walk, restaurants, nightclubs, recreational activities, and

f

they have each other.

One popular sport in Coney Island is handball. It's the
home of Joe Durso, arguably the greatest one-wall hand
ball player ever, a regular at the ten Seaside Courts on
Surf Avenue. Winner of more than 25 national titles, he
calls it “tennis for savages,” he expressed his frustration

as follows:

“I suffer from the same tragedy as handball itself;
we never got the recognition we deserved. How
could I not be bitter? I'm the greatest-ever at some-
thing the world knows nothing about.” Durso, whose
day jobs included teaching and a stint as a Brook-
lyn assistant district attorney, says: “Sports is not
about being nice - it's about trying to dominate the
other person.” Even so he sees it as a higher calling
too, asserting that winning is not the main goal: “I
was interested in going back to creating the perfect
volley. It goes back to the Platonic ideal, the realm of
ideals that only philosophers can reach. I'm trying to
create perfect volleys even if | have to sacrifice the
point. That's what gets me excited, creating beauty.”

As a youngster, handball, the Chinese or American- ver
sion, was always a big-time game for me and my friends
everywhere in the city. As | looked at the games in prog
ress at the Seaside Courts on Surf, near W. 5th Street on
a warm July evening, | could see this was an intense,
serious place. Players of all nationalities and ages, their
bodies glistening with sweat, competed fiercely for every
point, enduring critical comments and rare compliments
from those sitting on the bench, waiting their turn to play
and beat the crap out of a bright blue ball.

| speak to Oliver, a regular here, like Durso. A large man
with thick, brown, wavy hair, accompanied by bleached
highlights, a ruddy complexion, and a broad smile, he
greets me effusively:
“You haven't been down here in a while! How ya
doin?” I'm sure he knows I've never been here. It's
just a way of saying: ‘You look like a friend.’
“Yeah, how's the neighborhood?”
“Well, the police are trying to clean it up, but it's
hard, especially around the projects. What's inter-
esting is you could have a whole new ethnic group
come in, but Brooklyn has a certain essence that
always stays the same. My father lives upstate in
Swan Lake. It's in the middle of nowhere. He says
Bob Dylan lives a few blocks away, but that’s not
gonna do it for me. What would | do there all day?”
“Are there times when you have serious matches?”
| ask, as | look at the courts. It's 5:00 pm on a Tues-
day and they’re now fully occupied.
“Well, | just beat a guy for ten dollars. | don’t know
if you call that a serious match.” | let him know that
| do.
“I was terrible at this game until | looked myself in
the mirror and said: ‘You gotta use every bit of your



brain to coordinate the physical parts of your game
and figure out the right strategy. It's a very cerebral
sport. This here is a nice game, between Marty and
Fred, two Russian Jews. Look how | inundate you
into the game right away. Come, sit down here on
the bench and enjoy. It's the Brooklyn way. You sit
down and you blend right into the culture. I've even
gotten the Orthodox Jews to play. Look at this pic-
ture of me seven years ago. Look how great | looked.
I'm trying to get back to this.”

No doubt his view of me is related to the fact that I'm a
fellow New Yorker. There’s also a certain pride in being a
Brooklynite, as he lets me know several times. The faux
gruffness, concealing deliberately while at the same time
allowing a certain warmth and camaraderie to emerge, is
all part of his “presentation of self,” as the sociologist Erv
ing Goffman would have said. People like to have the va
lidity of their self-image reaffirmed by using non-natives
as a sounding board. Not far from the courts, on Surf, is
the New York City Aquarium, a well-known and often-vis
ited tourist destination. It's the oldest continuously oper
ating aquarium in the country and is home to hundreds
of species of aquatic wildlife. Way back, it was the site of
Dreamland Amusement Park

Stretching from W. 8th to W. 12th Street, are five tall build
ings that constitute Luna Park Houses, a Mitchell-Lama
rental and co-op development. Mitchell-Lama is a program
that began in 1955, where developers provide affordable
housing for low and middle income tenants. The result
has usually been a stable environment with a diverse
population, as many people have decided to remain in
their apartments even after being able to afford better
living quarters. These buildings are distinctive, in that
they all have the same shades of brick, gray on the first
few floors, red further up, with light beige brick border
ing them. The residents include all ethnic groups and in
come levels. Drugs are occasionally sold in certain-cor
ners, but the playgrounds are free of them, filled instead
with playing kids and watchful mothers. Security is good,
even at night, especially because of the cameras. There
are arts and crafts programs for kids and there’s a gym
for residents. Certainly the location, a block or two from
the beach, is great. On one visit, there’'s was even an im
promptu, friendly, mixed martial arts competition in preg
ress in a small park on the premises.

Here’s an unusual coupling in the same two story brick
building at 2896 W. 12th Street. The ground floor houses,
The Circle of Friends, an adult day care center, one of-hun
dreds throughout the city. The second floor is home to the
New York Fencing Academy, one of only two in Brooklyn.
It's a good location, as fencing is a popular sport among
the Russians living in the area. | go up the stairs to have
a look. Hanging on the walls outside are fencing awards
won by those at the academy, a way of letting the visi

tor know that this is a serious and successful place. The
young Russian at the desk enlightens me:

“We have about eighty students, many of them Rus
sian. It's a great sport for kids because you learn agili
ty, coordination, and strengthen your muscles. We have
people who trained here who became champions in the
sport. It also helps train you to think better in terms of
strategy.”

Fencing is indeed a major sport in Russia and the world
championship games have been held in the country sev
eral times, most recently in July 2015.

Sea Gate is part of Coney Island, but, as the name im
plies, it's a gated community, one of four in the city. The
others are Silver Beach Gardens and Edgewater Park, in
the Throgs Neck section of the Bronx; and Breezy Point in
the Rockaways portion of Queens. Sea Gate is the oldest,
established in 1898 and the most integrated of the four.
It has the feel, in any case, of not being part of greater
Coney Island. It's quiet, has its own beaches and you need
permission from a guard to gain entry. People who live
here have an opportunity to feel they live in an exclusive
community, but one that’s theoretically at least, within
walking distance of the subway. The subway is actu
ally a mile away and would require walking through an
unsafe area.

There is a fence or wall surrounding most of the cem
munity. It is a mere few blocks away from public housing
in Coney Island. The houses are middle to lower-middle
class - mostly attached brick row-houses and detached
homes as well, especially closer to the ocean. There’s no
shopping to speak of inside and few apartment buildings.
It's peaceful and bucolic but quite boring for teenagers,
as | learn from speaking with them. There’s a large- Or
thodox Jewish population here, a good number of them
Holocaust survivors or their children and grandchildren.
Isaac Bashevis Singer, winner of the Nobel Prize in Litera
ture, wrote a great novel about the survivors living there,
called,Enemies, A Love Story.

Immediately outside the gates, across the street are the
projects, looming over the area. The residents are not un
duly concerned about the projects despite the presence
of some criminal elements there because they feel they
have an effective private police force. But they generally
ride to the subway, shopping, or the city on busses, cabs,
and their own cars. An express bus takes the rider to the
city in eighty minutes. To walk through the area would in
effect amount to running a gauntlet.




Playing with Alien Fire

ByEsor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D

| recently had a splendid visit with my grandfather. The
fact that he died 76 years ago is not important. We had a
wonderful visit together nevertheless. There | was, sitting
with him at his kitchen table while he poured a steaming
cup of tea from the samovar. Dark tea with floating rem
nants of the tea plant in a glass that had once been used
for a yahrzeit candle.

My grandfather put a lump of sugar under his tongue,
poured tea from the glass into a saucer and sipped. And in
between the sips he talked to me of God, of the God whom
he served, of the God whose Torah he lived by.

“There are men who will tell you that they alone have the
truth, that their truth is the right truth, the only truth.
Avoid such men, mein kind. They are masters of deceit
whose tongues drip with sweetness. If you would know
the truth, you will find it here.”

And his fingers drummed on an open yellow-faded page
of a chumash. The letters were not strange to me. | had
always seen them in his home and in my father’'s home.
But the meaning of the words was still hidden from me. |
was then only eight years old and had begun my study of
chumash with Rashi a year before.

Grandfather would have me read aloud and would stop
me from time to time.

What does it mean?” he would ask. “How are we to under
stand it?” My grandfather looked for a truth in all things.

He had a simple rule in his life...all things are controlled
by God and each one of us has a role to fulfill, a unique
mission in our lives. “Zei nit kein rov,” he told me. It's not
necessary to be a rabbi. “Besser zu zein a mensch”...it i
more important to be a good person.

Once | came to visit my grandfather with my father. It was
Shabbat and we had walked some distance. At some time
during our visit, my father went to the WC and smoked a
cigarette which he then tried to get rid of by pulling the
flush chain attached to a box on the ceiling.

A short time later, grandfather had to go to the windew
less bathroom and he smelled the cigarette smoke. When
he came back he said nothing but before we left he took
my father aside and said to him, “My dear son, from me
you do not have to hide and from the Kadosh Baruch
Hu you can never hide. Remember the laws of Shabbat
Shteit geschriben (they are written down).”

Grandfather would have nothing to do with the new winds

of Jewish liberalism which were sweeping across the-At

lantic. We did not know about Reform in our community.
While we went to Shul there were others who went to a

Temple. It was very strange to us.

And grandfather warned us about avodah zarah, of playing
with alien fires, of seeking spiritual warmth from adulter
ated flames that could not protect against the challenges
of a new world in which everyone would “mach shabbes
far zich alien”...a society in which each could re-interpret
the old laws to suit his new needs. “Do not offer strange
fire to the Holy One,” grandfather often told us.

Of course, then | knew neither about avodah zarah nor
of alien fires. That was a long, long time ago. Now | have
grown older with grown- up children and grandchildren of
my own. Now | think | understand. And when | speak to
them about strange and alien fires, | think | can speak to
them about experiences which my grandfather never had.

It happened on the eighth day. A great celebration was
in the offing. The sacrificial animals had been prepared
and Aaron and his two sons were attending the great
ceremony.

“Now Aaron’s sons Nadav and Abihu each took his fire
pan, put fire in it, and laid incense upon it, and they of
fered before the Lord alien fire which He had not enjoined
upon them. And fire came forth from the Lord and cen
sumed them. Thus they died at the instance of the Lord.”

Nadav and Abihu had accompanied their father Aaron and
their Uncle Moses on Mount Sinai. They had been devoted
sons and seemingly faithful priests. Why then had they
deserved so cruel a death? Why, at the height of greatest
rejoicing, were the two young priests slain in an act of
supernatural destruction? What, if any, was their guilt?
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch explained that the death of
Nadav and Abihu was not a result of any formal transgres
sion but lay rather in their desire to approach God NOT in
accordance with the prescribed ordinances but rather in
conformity with the dictates of their own hearts.

“We may understand the deaths of the sons of Aaron on
the eighth day of their consecration as a warning to fu
ture generations of priests to avoid personal and subjec
tive predilections and ordinances of their own invention
in their approach to the service in the Sanctuary which
belongs to God and is governed by His law, and not by any
new-fangled innovations introduced into the order of ser
vice. Only by observance of the precepts of the Torah can
the priest of Israel remain true to his principles.” Are we
then to understand that the order of the service allows no
creativity, no variation from the text, no show of affection
or zeal in serving God at His altar?

Ibn Ezra tells us that their sin consisted in putting the fire
in the censers themselves, rather than depending upon

article continues on page 38
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the fire which came down from heaven. Some sages have
commented that the sin of Aaron’s two sons lay in the
fact that they did not consult with their father Aaron or
their Uncle Moses, but decided religious questions inde
pendently. Had they in fact consulted them, it is probable
that they would not have offered the sacrifice which led
to their catastrophic deaths. Youth needs to defer to older
wisdom and piety.

It is reported that they suffered the sin of vain pride. Nei
ther son married because they considered no one good
enough for them. Professor Louis Ginzberg records their
thoughts. “Our father’s brother Moses is King, our father
Aaron is High Priest, our mother's brother Nahshon is
Prince of his tribe and we are heads of the priests. What
woman is worthy of us?”

Rashi informs us that they entered the Sanctuary while in
a state of intoxication. They were not in proper condition
for offering the sacrifice because they partook of wine
which is prohibited to the priests.

“And the Lord spoke unto Aaron saying, ‘drink no wine nor|
strong drink, thou nor thy sons with thee when you go
into the Tent of Meeting, that you die not; it shall be a
statute forever throughout your generations.™

As | read the story of the two sons of Aaron, | am often

pained by the thought that here were two good men who

seemed to love God so much that their own zealousness,
their haste to serve Him, destroyed them.

But then | realize that to be a true eved Elokim, a servant
of the Lord, one needs to follow a rigorous discipline, a
set of codes for correct behavior. Nadav and Abihu made
their offering in the Holy of Holies, a place which was pro
hibited to them and their sacrifice was unacceptable be
cause there had been no command by God for an incenst
offering at that time.

The two young priests were, as it appears, reformers anx
ious to serve God but to interpret the rules and regula
tions in their own particular manner. For this, they paid
with their lives. And the Torah describes Aaron’s initial
reaction to his sons’ death in two words, “vayidom Aha
ron...” And Aaron held his peace.

Aaron, brother of Moses and High Priest of the people of
Israel, was in shock, in deepest depression, unable te ut
ter a word, so intense was his paternal grief. Having been
anointed on that day, Aaron was prohibited from mourn
ing the deaths of his two sons. They had died from serv
ing strange fire...alien fire... in the mistaken belief that all
religious offerings would be acceptable before God even if
He had not asked or commanded it. God’s Torah...His |3
and teaching...can be most effective if we follow it as He
intends for us to do, as far as it is possible.

1%
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I do not like labels of religious observance or affiliation.

For me, a Jew is a Jew, some more observant of mitzvoth
and others less. There is nothing wrong with Judaism that
requires it to be reformed or conserved or reconstructed
or humanized. Our sacrifices... the prayers of our hearts...
can be offered anywhere and God will hear the voice of
the sincere Jew “ba asher hu sham”... at the place where
he is.

We are judged not for our future deeds but for our pres
ent ones, and Jewish morality would dictate that we steer
clear of alien fires and warm ourselves instead by the
light of Torah.

That is what my grandfather would have told me.

Often, in my mind’'s eye, | am visiting with him once
again. How | look forward to sipping tea from a saucer
once again, lovingly poured from an old memorial candle
glass. And maybe... just maybe, you understand... my be
loved grandfather would place another sugar cube under
my tongue!
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What is a Jew?

ByBen Yehoshua

Looking back at what we have overcome as a nation, there is

much to be proud of. We left Egypt as a nation, and became
Jews at Har Sinai. Hashem destroyed our enemies at Yam
Suf, and we explicitly experienced the Divine at Sinai.

By taking a moment to recall our past, we can marvel at the
tremendous amount of divine providence in our national histo
ry. Ours is a nation that became officially and unfailingly bound
to Hashem when he redeemed us from Egypt and gave us His
Torah. Yet the question remains - although we have physically
left Egypt, have we done our part in taking the “Egypt” out of
us? How has our identity - and mission - changed now that we
are post Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan Torah?

In order to understand where we stand today, we must con
template our past. The main chronicle of our exodus begins
in the book of Shemot (literally, this means “names”). As Rav
Aryeh Varon of Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh pointed out, Shemot
opens by discussing many people, but for quite a while, the
Torah offers no names! We read of “Melech Challaish
stead of Pharoh, “Meyaledot Ha'ivriyot” and then “Shifra and Puah”
instead of Yocheved and Miriam, “Ish Mibeit ["evwnstead

of Amram, “Bat LeVi instead of Yocheved, “HaYefedand
later “Ish Mitzrt™) instead of Moshe, “Bat Phar8hinstead

of Batya, and so on. Not only that, but the name “Moshe”
was not given to him by his parents, but rather by Batya,
Pharoh’s daughtef'! Rav Varon went on to explain that the
essence of a person or object may be found in its name. For
example, a dog is called &0 jsince he is “kulo lev” (all healft)

A snake is called a& /,' since we see that when he attacks
he first /' (“rests,” i.e. he holds himself very still), and then
he &/ which means to hurry (as he attacks)The first man
was named Adam, since his body was derived from the land,
which is called “adama®Thus, it is from the very fact that
S0 many hames are missing in the beginning of Shemot, that
we understand the nature of our exile.

Rav Ya'akov Darmoni - my Rav - clarified this thought, and
explained that the essence of being in galut is the lack of a
name, and thus the lack of a solid identity. When someone’s
name is diminished, he becomes a stranger to those around
him. We thus see that one of the promises that HaKadosh
Baruch Hu made to Avraham in Parashat Lech Lecha was
that his name would be made gredtAlthough Avraham was
leaving his homeland, this journey would not be an exile,
but rather the beginning of the creation of a great nation
that would sprout from him. Avraham’s migrations, as well
as those of his descendants, would eventually lead us to a
permanent sojourning in a land called Yisrael - the land we
now call home.

Fast forward several hundred years from the beginning
of Avraham’s journey, and you will find yourself standing
amongst the choicest three million of his descendants, who
are now full-fledged Jews who have accepted the Torah. Af
ter a nearly four decade long detour in the desert, you will
find yourself standing in Eretz Yisrael (nee Cana’an) with the
Nation of Yisrael. By this point, we are a nation with an eter
nal identity, creed, and homeland.

What changed? What was added to our national heritage and
influenced the course of our lives for thousands of years?
The answer is simple. We were given a name.

With a Divinely ordained identity, everything in our reality
changed. We were no longer a nation without a name. We
were no longer a people without a land. We had finally- (of
ficially) become G-d’s chosen people known as Yehudim, with
a home in Eretz Yisrael! Yet, there was still a taste of Egypt
inside of us, even after Yetziat Mitzrayim with all of its great
plagues - whose very purpose was to refine us and purify us
from the taints of our enslavement!

In Parashat Va’'era, we come across the first seven plagues
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu afflicted Mitzrayim with. The-pur
pose of the plagues was not only to punish the Egyptians
for the terrible subjugation that they enslaved Am Yisrael
with, but more significantly, to refine the Jewish people and
teach them several important lesson$. The purpose of the
plagues - in regard to the Jewish people - was to prepare us
for receiving the Toral!

Of all the plagues, one of the most intriguing is that of
tzfarde'ah - the second plague. | was talking to my father
about the essence of the name of this animal, and an in
teresting idea was developed between the two of us. The
word , 8 7 5i2 a combination of two other words, “tzafar,”
and “de’ah.” The word “tzafar” means something that “pro
claims very loudly.” De’ah means intimate knowledge. The
deepest knowledge that a person could ever have is that of
the divine. The essence of the frogs 8 7 b\W&as to “tzafar”
(announce in a loud voice) the “de’ah” (knowledge of Hashem)
that the plagues were revealing to the world.

If we look closely at the spelling of tzfarde’ah, we see some
thing quite interesting. The letter “hei” of “de’ah” is missing!
To understand the significance of this spelling, we must first
understand the meaning of the significance of the letter
“hei.” Rav Darmoni once explained how the world is based
on two letters; the supernal part is rooted in the letter “yud.”
This letter is higher than all others. We see this as it is writ
ten - the yud is a small letter, which is located exclusively on
the top of a line, with no part of it touching the bottom of the
line. This mundane part of the world is based on the letter
“hei,” and the way it is structured affects the way we live in
this world. This letter has two openings, one near the top,
and one on the bottom. When we contemplate the dagesh in
the center of the “hei,” we may reach a better understanding
of the workings of this world. Hashem created this world in
a way that if a person (i.e. the dagesh in the center of the
“hei”) falls from his spiritual standing, he can always do-te
shuva. Not only can his teshuva fix what he destroyed with
his sins, but by doing teshuva, a person can enter an even
higher spiritual realm in this world than he was previously
in. We see this by observing the second opening of the hei,
the opening for teshuva, which is situated above the place
that the dagesh fell from

The message of the knowledge of Hashem was being-pro
claimed loudly in Egypt throughout this plague, yet the Egyp
tian people refused to accept the reality of this knowledge

in the world. Meanwhile, the Jewish nation was beginning to
understand to what extent Hashem’s domain is not just in
the supernal, but in the mundane as well. HaKadosh Baruch
Hu was clearly telling the entire world, “I AM HERE, AND |
RUN THE SHOW?” with the plague of tzfarde’ah. Yet, the “hei”
of “de’ah” is missing. Hashem’s message was out there, but



most people ignored it and kept on living as they were-ac
customed to.

Hashem communicates with us all day long, but do we listen
to what He is telling us? Or do we cling to that aspect of
Mitzrayim in our hearts which whispers thoughts of denial
of G-d’s exacting providence in our lives? In our generation of
such vast, exhaustive, and immediately available knowledge
- do we stop and think about the only thing worth knowing?
We have left Egypt, but have the traits of Egypt left us?

We must think about our role as Jews; it is our spiritual, ethi
cal, and logical obligation to contemplate the profundity of
our role in this world, and the Omnipresent Benefactor whom
we represent!

There is a wonderful parable to this concept, which applies
to each one of usY The parable is that of the cruise ship. The
passengers pay a hefty price to be on the ship. The more you
pay, the more of a V.I.P. you are considered to be throughou
the course of the cruise. The passengers board the ship amid
fanfare and confetti, all dressed in their most comfortable va
cationing clothes. They lounge around all day playing games
and entertaining themselves. Meanwhile, the captain and
the crew board the ship. They wear special uniforms, accord
ing to their job. The captain makes sure to bring his compass
and map, as well as his powerful radio, which will ensure
that he always has the power to contact someone who sees
him from satellites in the sky, and can guide him from above.
The captain and his crew work very hard to ensure that the
ship is always on course. They rush from station to station,
always making repairs, communicating through their radios,
and in their merit, the passengers enjoy the beautiful cruise.
Suddenly, there is a big storm, which throws the passen
gers and crew about the ship. Those who are not in a safe
place inside the ship are exposed to the great fury of the
storm that is raging in the ocean. Those who are outside, and
are properly dressed for the outdoors at least have a better
chance of hanging on. Meanwhile, those who are dressed
in their vacationing clothes are the first to go flying off the
deck of the ship! The captain is always speaking to his com
mander, and he surely does not speak to a passenger-dur
ing his communications with The Boss. When the ship finally
arrives at its destination, the captain and his crew are the
ones who are truly honored and recognized for their integral
role on the journey, and the vacationers lose their V.I.P-sta
tus the moment they step off the ship.

The meaning of the parable is very clear. We are all sailing o
a ship called earth, on an ocean called life. There are those
of us who live for this world, and those of us who life for a
higher purpose. Those who live for this world invest so much
in our materiality, but once they are gone, their purpose is
done. Yet, there are others who live for a loftier world than
this one, and invest in our spiritual wellbeing as well. Those
of us who understand our role are like the captains of life. We
always make sure to carry about our moral compasses, our
life-map called Torah, and our powerful communication de
vice with G-d which is called prayer. We are living in stormy
times, at the eve of the Moshiach. Those of us who have g
strong foundation of Torah, middot, and a good community
to lean on, will be safe throughout this storm of the days of
Moshiach. Those of us who are properly dressed in the mod
est uniform of a Jew will be best prepared for weathering
this exciting and powerful period in history. We must always
ensure that we are in constant contact with Hashem - the
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commander of this world, and always be careful not to inter
rupt our prayers when we are talking to The Boss! When the
amazing, wonderful, beautiful journey that this world has
been on comes to a close, all people will recognize the true
destination that we have been on this entire time. Slowly
but surely, we are waking up to our true calling in life, and
returning to Hashem together with our family and friends.

As Jews, it is not enough for us to be on cruise. We have to
gun our engines, and navigate our way through the sea of
life, making sure to always take the proper path and avoid
the pitfalls among our path.

We can further delve into this concept in Parashat Va'era,
when Hashem promises to take us out of Mitzrayim, and to
take Mitzrayim out of us as well’" As He influences us to
move in the right direction, we must also do our share in
purifying our hearts with sincere efforts.

We are living in the era of the final geulah. One needs to do
no more than open a keen eye and pay attention to the hap
penings of the world around us to know that the world will
soon be filled with knowledge of Hashem and the purpose of
His creation. Not only did Hashem take the Jews out of Egypt,
He also removed the essence of Mitzrayim from us through
the crucible of bitachon during the exodus as w&f This is

a lesson that we must remember and apply to our lives every
single day. This is an especially important message to those
of us who are living in America, the “Mitzrayim of our genera
tion.” So long as we remember our role in this world, the pur
pose of our journey, and the essence of our final destination,
will be able to fulfill our destined role in life.

A very wise man once told me that those who rush through
life, finish quicker. Let’'s take a moment each day and think
about who we are and what we represent. What is a Jew -
who are you? Are you living up to your potential? Will what
you are about to do cause Hashem to “smile?” Are we fecus
ing only on the destination, or on the journey as well? When
we contemplate these questions, we don’t always come up
with answers. Yet, that action of stopping and thinking is
the beginning of the positive action, as Shlomo Hamelech fa
mously said, 50-/ ;(&/3( ;=,3" :=

May it be Hashem'’s will that in the merit of all we have discussed
we should be zocheh to live life the way it should be liv&d!
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The Chaverim Center, now in its second full year, continues
its bi-weekly innovative programs every other Wednesday
year-round from 11:30am to 2:00 pm in the Braun You
Center. The dates are posted in each Shabbat Announce
ments and online on the GNS website.
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Programs in the fall and early winter of 2016 included: the
film “More Beautiful Music,” Rabbi Jensen'’s talk on Project
Ezra, book group discussions abotthe Art Forgeand

David Gregory'$low’s Your Faitha session on decoup

age, our Chanukah party included a singalong with Rabb
Jessie Shore on guitar and acapella performances by a tal
ented audience, chair yoga instruction by Pia Shlomo, and
Rabbi Marvin Tokayer’s talk titledPepper, Silk and Ivory”
which was about exotic Jews of China, Japan and India.

Chaverim is designed to meet a heretofore unacknewl
edged need for a welcoming, multigenerational socializ
ing activity that appeals to diverse tastes and interests
within the synagogue. The gatherings are increasingly
popular. For some, the opportunity for companionship
with others coping with challenging life experiences has
spurred rewarding connections. For others who rely on
caregivers to get about, it is a very welcome activity to
look forward to among new acquaintances. GNS invites
all to enjoy our stimulating presentations that often be
gin with a Dvar Torah and feature interactive workshops,
discussions, games and much more, accompanied by-del
cious complimentary lunches.

Our creative co-chairs Cindy Hodkin, Michelle Berman,
Erica Zucker Heisler and Naeema Pomerantz search out
offerings to meet a diversity of desires and welcome sug

gestions as to what may meet a general interest. Each
program presents a lecture or discussion on such subjects
as how to follow a healthy lifestyle, current events, Israel

and issues of concern to Jews here at home and werld
wide, history, popular culture and more. Speakers are au
thorities in their fields, from within GNS ranks and without,

who volunteer to share their expertise. Participants can
also select from cards and games like canasta and bridge
backgammon, Scrabble, Mahjongg, bingo. They can join |n
the monthly book club discussion, learn computer skills,
and just schmooze. Chaverim has tech savvy helpers on
hand to give individual attention on how to use iPads and
cell phones and to learn how to play games online.

Donations of games for the center such as cards, Scrabble,
backgammon, chess, checkers, Boggle or a favorite you
would like to play on game day are gratefully accepted.
Cynthia Wiesenfeld has generously donated a gorgeous
glittery Mahjongg set.

Chaverim’s formula for bringing people together has at
tracted the notice of Great Neck’s Jewish community.
Guests are warmly received. To assure that all who
desire can attend, the committee can arrange rides for
those requesting transportation. RSVPs to Michelle Ber
man or the shul office are greatly appreciated to ensure
there is sufficient lunch for all.

Sponsorship or co-sponsorship for lunches, dessert and
programs is appreciated and encouraged. Itis a meanring
ful way to honor or remember loved ones. Call or email
Naeema Pomerantz for sponsorship opportunities.

Michelle Berman
(516)697-0522
Michberman@gmail.com

Erica Zucker Heisler
(917)686-9925
Ezh624@aol.com

Cindy Hodkin
(516)317-9632 or (516)482-7771
Koshercookinggn@gmail.com

Naeema Pomerantz
(516) 457-0551
Naeemapl18@gmail.com



Entering the season of spring with new smells, sights
and sounds invokes a sense of change for many. For tra
ditional Jews it reminds us to prepare for the holiday of
Passover which is also a resurgence of purging, cleaning,
tidying and creating an environment of freshness. With
the physical surroundings going through a metamorpho
sis perhaps one’s inner being evolves as well. It involves
thinking about how to implement change, who to include
in our guest lists, who to cook for, who may not be able
to etc. The Haggadah is our history book that teaches and
reminds us the events that occurred to our people in that
place and time.

However, | would like to turn my attention to another bib
lical character whose life got caught up in Egypt as well
- Joseph. If one were to view his life through the lens
of a modern day camera we may observe an individual
who suffered through many trials and errors. He began
as his father’s “favorite” child which of course infuriated
his siblings to a great rivalry. Joseph himself presented a
haughtiness based on his father’s idolization of his son.
His brothers threw him into a pit, pulled him out and then
sold him as a slave to the Arabs for twenty pieces of-sil
ver. He was then brought to Egypt and was purchased by
Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officers.

He was thrown in jail because Potiphar ‘s wife attempted
to seduce Joseph and he refused her advances, she how
ever accused him of seduction nonetheless. During all
these tribulations, Joseph grew to understand the world
around him and his humility was developed. Whilst in jail
he met up with the baker and the butler and his dream
interpretations became well honed. He had this gift prior,
which also rattled his brothers, along with his good looks
and charm. However being in this environment he was
able to be his “own person’ and individuate a bit more
effectively.

The Pharaoh gleaned Joseph’s dream interpretations and
was able to see his value as viceroy and next in command
to him. When Joseph revealed himself to his brothers they
were petrified of potential reprisals. However, Joseph al

ways maintained his Yiddishkeit and never lost his sense
of chesed and preserving Hashem’s ways. His character
evolved into that of a just and fair individual and never

blamed his brothers for his life process. Rather, he viewed
his journey as one that was determined by Hashem and
therefore | certainly characterize Joseph as one of the
righteous amongst our people. | also view an analogy of
Joseph’s growth to the Children of Israel’'s development

after their exodus from Egypt and realizing that it was
the finger of Hashem that allowed them to have their
freedom.

Character growth and evolution takes place throughout
all of our lives, let Hashem be the author in your explora
tion for this upcoming year!

May you all have a zissen Pesach,

Robyn Blumner
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The Story of my Birth

By Annie Karpenstein

| was not born to old money. No silver spoon for me.
Born in lack and lacking. Late December.

Barren landscape. Snow. Ice. Trees. Sky.

Dark time at intersection of war and peace.

| was born in pain. “Difficult birth.”

“Big head.” “Another girl!” Into a family
wanting a son. Needing a kaddish. Perverse
was | born. Slept all day. Cried all night.

| was born on a precipice overlooking world

in chaos. A memorial candle. Replacement for
the six million. A tiny flame burning in bitter
darkness of unyielding night.

| was born a link in the chain of my people.
My heritage: Slavery. Suffering. Eons of exile.
Millenia of hatred. Rich legacy. Miraculous
redemption. Eternal promise of survival.

| was born across the ocean on winds of change.
Time of transition. Treaties signed. Hostilities over.
Born unfree, captive in totalitarian state, on a bridge
between past and future. Born at a crossroads.

Long road ahead. Many roadblocks. Multiple
paths diverging. Parents carried me in feather pillow

across continents. Slow lonely trek to yet another waystation.

$VN $ERXW 2XU $QQXDO ODLQWH

1800-347-0913

www.abrahamroo ng.com

Homeless, stateless refugees, refuse, that refused to die.
Improbable survivors waiting for documents,

for permission, for a home, a place to feel safe.

For normal life to begin. For peace. For joy. Waiting.

512949

*Inspired by Gregory Pardlo, Written By Himself.
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Wishing all my
Clients, Musicians
& Friends
A Happy Pesach
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Pulling It Together

By Ron Malen

As | sit in Ulpan class | observe and | try to learn. | am
still trying to master the language, and now | study in a
higher level class than when I first came to Israel. | study
alongside new olim who came with families and children.
They were immediately thrust into the stream of every
day life. From the first day that they landed here, they
needed to deal with the school systems, with their chil
dren and their needs, and with the medical system right
away. | watch them struggle to ‘get it right’ and | know
that their children are already smoothly sailing in the sys
tem. When | came, my children were grown, and | am no
longer in the job market; my situation does not seem so
urgent. | can try to figure it out as | go along. Yet, we
are all trying to make sense of the complexities of regu
lar life - the electric company, the water company, the
banks, the credit card bills, all things that seem to come
so naturally in the United States. We were all introduced
to these things slowly as coming-of-age rites, as we were
introduced slowly to language. My parents will remember
my age at my first word in English, my first sentence in
English, my first brilliant thought. Not so with new olim,
who now have a new language in a new life. | suddenly
need to be able to speak to everyone about everything
now. When | came as a tourist and | did not understand
what was being said to me, | could pretend that | didn’t
hear. That doesn’t work now that | live here and must
understand what is being said to me.

We teach our children at the Seder that seventy people
left the famine that had occurred in the land of our fa
thers and went down to Egypt. Seventy people, a small
number, basically Yaacov's entire family. We came to 4
land that Yosef, his son, had built into the world’s first
superpower. The Hagadah goes into great detail as it de-
scribes the rise and fall of the state of the Israelites in
Egypt. After hundreds of years, several millions of the
descendants of the seventy who had entered Egypt, left
Egypt. The original seventy members of Yaacov's family,
that went into Egypt, had started-up a nation. We read in
Sefer Shemot of the travels of the Children of Israel from
Egypt until they entered the Land.

It seems that Israelis, both sabras and olim, have a drive
to travel and visit all the parts of the land here. Michal

and | too have this need. This past week we spent several
days in the Negev. The scenery is magnificent and mostly
untouched by modernity. We drove south to Ein Avdat,
Sde Boker and Mitzpe Ramon. We encountered the most
amazing colors and views. Each time | am in the south, |
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think to myself that this is exactly the way that Avraham
saw the land on his first tiyul. On the tour of Ein Avdat,
the guide pointed out the Wilderness of Zin. It took me
a few minutes to connect this to the exact area through
which Moshe led Bnei Yisrael as they walked and camped
on their way from Egypt. It becomes ‘avow” moment,
when what | learned in Chumash, and the geography, and
the geology and the tour guide’s explanation all came to
gether. And as | envisioned the three million people walk
ing through this narrow area, setting up encampments
and living life 3300 years ago, | saw a bus full of tourists
taking this all in. It was hard to realize that within the
hour we would travel, back north to a modern country,
one that Moshe could never have imagined!

Jump to 150 years ago when small groups of descendants
of that same family of Bnei Yisrael began to return to the
Land of Israel and build new homes for their families.
These groups of people who settled areas and developed
the land into farming communities, and those people
who settled in the small cities to build businesses joined
those people who had been living here for centuries to
start-up a nation.

Today those of us who live here, as well as those who
come to visit, are the beneficiaries of the hard work that
was done by the preceding generations of Bnei Yisrael
who returned to settle. The development and building
of the infrastructure here is amazing. | recently drove
on the ‘new route 1," the original road that went from
Tel Aviv-Yafo to Jerusalem. This new highway, in some
places six lanes, in some eight lanes, is impossible to-rec
ognize from the two-lane road that wound its way from
the coast to Jerusalem. Gone is the quaint donkey path
that was widened for cars and trucks. Today it is hard to
imagine what ‘going up to Jerusalem’ was like, as there is
no need for the bus to chug up the hills and around those
turns that tour guides would speak about nostalgically.



Even the memorial of tanks and trucks, which are remind
ers of the Battle for Jerusalem in 1947-49 and its siege,
have been moved to a new platform. It, too, reflects the
modernity of the new road.

Parallel to this super-highway, is an elevated bridge
which will carry the new train from Tel Aviv to Jerusa
lem in 42 minutes. Today, while walking in Jerusalem
| walked through the new station at Binyanei HaUmah,
across from the central bus station in Jerusalem. A non-
descript stainless steel building rises above the ground
while 70 meters below is the station for the high speed
line. Surrounding the area are new office buildings which
will bring Jerusalem into a new business-tech age.

Yet, a five minute drive in any direction from the city
offers land that seem not to have been touched in hun
dreds of years. Barren hills with stone terraces for farm
ing, scattered buildings, and the views that have been
untouched by time can be seen by the naked eye. And on
many hilltops new communities are being built that will
change even these views.

It takes some work for me to pull all these threads to
gether - the ancient-Biblical land, the modern land of the
return of the Jews to Israel, and our subsequent effect on
this same land. When | add to these the group of us who
sit together to try to master the language, it seems to all
tie together. We are a biblical people in an ancient land
studying an ancient language who are trying to adapt to
the same, but in a modern setting. This is a modern-na
tion who has returned to its ancient land, learning a once
ancient language for use in our modern world.

At the end of the day, “welcome to Israel.”




Shadows of the Holocaust

By Zita (Berkowitz) Nurok
(cousin of GNS member Anthony Berktay

The keys to the bottom drawer of the dressing table in my
parents’ bedroom lay under the heavy green eiderdown
on my mother’'s bed. When we were young children my
father, brother, or | never opened that drawer, and no one
ever talked about it. It was just another drawer so we
mostly forgot about it, but | knew in my heart that there
was something there that evoked sadness in my mother.

As | grew older and became a teenager, my curiosity ever
came me and | decided that someday | would look in that
place to discover the secrets it held.

That day came. On many afternoons my mother walked
into town to help my father with sales in the family’'s bi
cycle shop. It was a duty to him that she didn't enjoy.
She sat in the darkness at the back of the shop patiently
knitting colorful sweaters for my brother or myself while
waiting for customers to come in and browse. When she
grew tired of doing that she would visit the kindly Indian
tailor and his wife in the shop next door to ours, or she'd
walk across the road to catch up with the town’s news
from the gruff butcher and his wife. They sold kosher
meat on one side of the butchery and meat for the gen
eral public in town on the other. She kept an eye on our
shop and if she saw customers arriving she returned to
help with the sales of bicycles, tires, bike pumps, wheels,
spokes, or bicycle bells. Records of African music blared
from the gramophone into the speakers attached to the
shop windows, enticing African customers to come in and
make their purchases.

One such afternoon while my brother was out playing
tennis | was alone at home, a good time to unlock the
drawer | thought. The smallest key on the bunch under
the eiderdown opened it. | sorted through the papers,
photographs, and a photo album showing photos of family
left behind in Lithuania after my parents had left to travel
to South Africa. | wondered what had become of those
family members. | found passports with stamped visas
telling about the individual journeys to South Africa that
my mother and father had taken, he in 1925, and she in
1929. There were postcards in an envelope, of Riteve the
town where my mother grew up. These pictures detailed
streets, buildings, nearby towns, and more special places
to her. She enjoyed telling me stories about her little town
especially about the river where she and her friends loved
to splash and play, or about the forests where they would
dance, skip, and run to pick berries. She told me of the way
her family celebrated holidays, and how she helped her
mother cook and bake the food associated with each one.
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There were pictures of my father when he was a yeshiva
student in Kurshan where he came from. He dreamed of
becoming a teacher one day, and was proud that he was
the ‘educated’ one of his brothers and sisters. We were
proud of the fact that our dad could lead the services in

our small shul whenever needed.

And then in this treasure trove of past lives | found it:

A yellowing envelope with a cutting from a South Afri

can Jewish newspaper telling what had happened to my
mother’s youngest sister Gitele and their mother, in -Au

gust 1941, the year that | was born.

Many questions tumbled through my shaken mind. How did
she react to the news of the manner in which her own
mother and beloved sister died? Where had they spent the
last days of their lives? How were they transported to that
place? Were they taken from their modest small house in
Riteve? How did she handle this unspeakable information?

My discovery gave us a better understanding of the-im
pact on our family of my mother’s secrets and untold sto
ries, and of her ways as she grew older. Like a puzzle we
could fill in some of the pieces of the past, but we'd never
have answers to the questions that remained to complete
the puzzle.

Was the legacy of the Holocaust a dark shadow that-de
scended over the generations that came after the war?
Does that shadow although dimmer now, continue to
spread over those who are the remaining link to those
years? Perhaps.

Addendum
By Anthony Berkowitz

We grew up in a small South African gold mining town
called Roodepoort, about 12 miles west of Johannesburg.
When we grew up in the 1940s and 50s there was a syna
gogue, chedar and meeting hall for the approximately 60
Jewish families that lived in the area. Today | believe



there are no Jewish families in the area. The synagogue
is now an automobile body shop with a Magen David on
the outside! The meeting hall, someone told me, is now
a mosque!

So what was it like growing up in Roodepoort? The Jew
ish community was closely knit and all our friends were
Jewish. We went to shul on Shabbat and cheder during
the week. We had a full time Rabbi who was from Lithu
ania, a few years after Israel became a state he made
aliyah. | remember just after Israel became a state a few
young guys left for Israel to fight in the War of Indepen
dence. There was no television and no such thing as a
play date. We just went over to our friends’ house to play.
We had bicycles and went everywhere. | remember play
ing in the veld (fields). A friend and | found an abandoned
gold mine and we used to play there.

We all belonged to a Zionist youth movement which met
on Sunday mornings. There were two groups, Hashtilim
for the younger children and Habonim for older kids.

Through the Zionist youth movement we met other Jew

ish kids from South Africa and Rhodesia. The youth
movement also gave us a strong love for Israel and many
members made aliyah. Also the youth movement taught
us leadership skills. The South African Jewish commu

nity is known for its strong support for Israel.

Did we encounter anti-Semitism in Roodepoort? Not-re
ally, there were three other groups in town. English
speakers, Afrikaners and Indians who had come to South
Africa to work in the sugar plantations in Natal. Africans
lived in ‘locations’ out of town. Also many Africans came
from many parts of Africa to work in the gold mines. We
all belonged to the English speaking group. The early
Litvak Jews who came to South Africa made their living
by peddling to the Afrikaner farmers in the platteland
(flat lands). Many opened retail businesses that catered
to the Africans, especially concession stores on the gold
mines. Their children became professionals. A pattern
similar to what happened to the early Jews in the United
States. | do remember our cheder being surrounded by
an Afrikaans group of thugs, until one of the older boys
(David Abramson) was able to break out and call the-po
lice. After that one of our leaders (Joey Samuels) said we
should learn how to protect ourselves and took us for
training along a railroad line.

A few words about the South African Jewish community.
When | grew up there were about 120,000 Jews in South
Africa. Jews started coming to South Africa in the 1880s,
primarily from Lithuania, at its height 70 to 75 percent
of us were Litvaks! This | believe made us a very spe
cial Jewish community because of the strong influence
of the Litvak love of learning and desire to succeed. In
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the early days the common language was Yiddish with a
strong Litvak accent. Today there are about 70,000 Jews
in South Africa. So where did everyone go? You will find
an important South African Jewish community in Israel,
with others in Australia, Canada, United Kingdom and
the United States.

Just after Lithuania became independent in 1990, when
it broke away from the Soviet Union, my wife and | visit
ed Poland and Lithuania. We visited many of the famous
Litvak towns, Vilna, Kovno, Ponavez, Shavel and Kurshan
where my family came from. | promised my cousin, Zita,
that | would visit Riteve the town where her mother came
from. We went with a tour guide who took us all around
Lithuania. When we got to Riteve she told us how the
Nazis and their Lithuanian helpers killed the local Jews
and they buried the town rabbi/shochet alive in the town
square. | will never forget that image. We must never for
get our heritage because 95 percent of the Lithuanian
Jewish community was killed during the Second World
War by the Nazis and their Lithuanian helpers.




fun at our meetings and events. To all of you | haven't
mentioned, we thank you so much! Please come to our
meetings and get involved! We are always looking for
new and fun events! We hope to see you at many of our

Dear Friends,

Your Sisterhood is a group of wonderful women who
gather for informative and fun activities, while support
ing our shul.

This past fall, the Sisterhood had our first annual Spa
Event, organized and chaired by the spectacular Pameld
Bilfeld and Claudine Sarraf. This event was an amazing
success, filled with vendors who specialized in making
us healthy and beautiful. Our Chanukah Boutique, chaired
again by the fabulous duo of Cindy Ludwig and Jackie
Nissan was switched to a Sunday to enable more shul
members (both men and women!) to attend. New vendors
were added to attract more members, including several
men’s clothing sellers. Our third annual Mahjongg card
sale, chaired by Cynthia Wiesenfeld continues to grow
with a record number of cards sold.

As we go to press for this Pesach SCOPE issue, the Sistef
hood is celebrating Purim! Our annual Purim card sale is
underway, with fabulous cards designed Celia Lemonik!
Thank you so much to Judy Lillien for organizing this! And
our second annual Purim basket sale is underway, opened
up to all your loved ones living in the USA. Thank you s
much to Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien, who are busy-buy
ing treats and surprises (clown noses!) to pack and send.
Looking forward, the Sisterhood will again award the -an
nual Florence Shaffer Memorial Scholarship to a worthy
shul member. Please consider applying to the schelar
ship. Thank you to Cindy Hodkin for chairing this program.
Please support our Sisterhood Gift Shop - it has gifts for
your own home and for all occasions, including Pesach
goods, mezuzot, Shabbos goods and baby gifts! Thank
you very much to Beth Gersten for being our Gift Shop
saleslady.

Remember all your support for the Sisterhood is reflected
in all the good we do for our shul. The Sisterhood funds
bar and bat mitzvah gifts, new baby baskets, scholar

ships, and shiva meals. In addition to all the great people
mentioned above, | would like to give a shout out to-Di

ane Rein, Robyn Blumner, Susan Mayer, Janet Lenchne
Shahnaz Malekhan, Chava Shalmon, Sheila Bachman, for
all their support and help. There are many more mem
bers who come, support, give, play, gab, and just have
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events! Chag Sameach!
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4 eggs

1 1/2 cup sugar

1 cup oil

4 Ths. cocoa powder
1 cup potato starch

Mix eggs and sugar. Add oil and mix in cocoa powder and
potato starch. Pour into rectangular pan. Bake at 325 de
grees for 40-50 minutes.

1 cauliflower head, roughly chopped (about 3 pounds)
cooking spray

2 teaspoons olive oil, divided

1/2 cup pre-sliced cremini mushrooms (or any mushroom
of your liking)

1/2 cup sliced red bell pepper

1/2 cup thinly sliced fresh basil, divided

1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, divided

1/8 teaspoon kosher salt

3 garlic cloves, minced

2.5 ounces shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese (about
2/3 cup), divided

2 large egg whites

0.5 ounces grated Parmesan cheese

1/2 cup thinly sliced seeded tomatoes

2/3 cup fresh baby spinach

Preheat oven to 375°. Place half of cauliflower in a food
processor; pulse 10 to 15 times or until finely chopped
(like rice). Transfer cauliflower to a baking sheet lined
with parchment paper. Repeat procedure with remaining
cauliflower. Coat cauliflower with cooking spray. Bake at
375° for 25 minutes, stirring once. Cool. Increase oven
temperature to 450°. Heat a large skillet over medium-
high heat. Add 1 teaspoon oil to pan; swirl to coat. Add
mushrooms and bell pepper and sauté 5 minutes or until
tender. Set aside. Place cauliflower in a clean kitchen
towel. Squeeze until very dry. Combine cauliflower,-re
maining 1 teaspoon oil, 1/4 cup basil, 1/8 teaspoon black
pepper, salt, garlic, 2 ounces mozzarella cheese, egg
whites, and Parmesan cheese in a bowl. Press cauli
flower mixture into two (8-inch) circles on a baking sheet
lined with parchment paper. Coat crusts with cock
ing spray. Bake crusts at 450° for 22 minutes or until
browned. Remove pan from oven. Top crusts evenly with
mushroom mixture, tomatoes, spinach, remaining 1/4 cup
basil, remaining 1/8 teaspoon black pepper, and remain
ing mozzarella cheese. Bake an additional 7 minutes or
until cheese melts. Serves 2.




3/4 cup water

1/4 cup white wine

4 to 5 pounds corned beef, rinsed well and dried
4 Tbs. Kosher for Passover mustard

3/4 cup packed light brown sugar

3 Ths. balsamic vinegar

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Pour water and wine into a
large roasting pan. Place corned beef in pan. Coat meat
with mustard and then sprinkle with brown sugar. Driz
zle balsamic vinegar on top of sugar. Cover pan very well.
Bake for 2 1/2 to 3 hours or until the meat is fork tender.
Cook completely. Slice cold.

Chag Kasher V’'sameach!




The seder service is renowned for asking four questions
related to the pilgrimage festival of Pesach. It is custem
ary for the youngest child present at the seder table to
ask the questions and to await the response.

This year it is |, the 84 year old “child” who is entitled to
ask. Why is this year different from the past 56 years? And
| answer my own question. In all the other years my part
ner, my wife, the light of my life was with me at the seder
table. Platters heaped with foods that she and my two
daughters cooked and prepared, the cakes they baked to
gether, graced our seder table. And while we will not lack
for delicious meals this Pesach, the taste will not be the
same. And the brightness and sparkle of Rahel's beautiful
face will be missing. The light has faded and extinguished
but the treasured happy memories continue to light my
life and will do so until | lie beside her in my grave.

My daughter, Liora, will help her older sister Sharona in
the preparation of the seder meals with sufficient food
for the duration of the Pesach holiday. They will follow
exactly the same recipes they’'ve used for years - some
of which were Rahel's, some of which were from Rahel's
family, and others which they’ve adapted; but each year,
a menu planned and approved by Rahel. In that way, Liora
will continue to feel her mother’s presence. It will be a
comforting reaction to the deep pain which she experi
ences over the death of her adored mother.

At the seder we do not eat the usual vegetables. On
Pesach itis the maror - the bitter herbs. For us it has been
bitter herbs since Rahel died in September, one week be
fore Rosh Hashanah, and nothing seems to take the bit
terness away.

Perhaps there is a reason for eating the Hillel "sandwich.”
We take the charoset mixture and add to it the bitter
herbs. It is to teach us that life is both bitter and sweet
and we must accept both. We tend to rejoice in the sweet
ness and complain of the bitterness but yet when they
are joined together on two pieces of unleavened matza,
we do neither. We simply follow the tradition as recorded
in the Haggadah and pass the Hillel “sandwich” to those
assembled at the table. It has been my custom to place
more charoset and less horseradish on the matza in order
to wish one and all more sweetness and less bitterness.

| recall the sedarim of my childhood and youth in my par
ents’ home. Between 25 and 30 guests were seated at
the table. Every prayer in the Haggadah was chanted to a
family melody. Not one word of English was spoken. Each
guest was invited to read aloud a portion of the Hagga
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dah in Hebrew. My father would explain the reason for
the various customs. And we sang and sang until mid

night. All the familiar melodies were passed down to my
brother and to me and from me to my three children and
to my son’s three children. Precious melodies of precious
memories.

But ma nishtana? Why is this year different? It is because
one voice is forever silent, a voice which never uttered
a bad word, which never gossiped nor slandered, which
never bore a grudge, which spoke only of love and the
sanctity of shalom bayit - family unity and peace. That
beautiful voice is heard no more.

At the head of our table, next to the Shabbat and festival
candlesticks, the flame of the candles casts a glow upon
the framed photo of our beloved wife, mother and grand
mother. Liora and | look daily at her photo with tears
flowing from our eyes and we understand that she is with

us in spirit but not in body.

Pesach was always the most joyous holiday in our home.
Ma nishtana? This year there will be much less joy but our
love will continue to be eternal. And hopefully the sweet
ness of the charoset will overpower the bitterness of
the herbs.

Z'man cherutenu....the time of our liberation from Egyp
tian bondage. It may not be the happiest Pesach for us
but for all our dear friends we wish a very zeesen Pesach
- a Passover of light, sweetness, happiness and blessings.



Do we believe in dreams? Do dreams frighten us? Do
we change direction of our lives based on a dream? And
does rabbinic lore place any cogency on the validity of
our dreams?

It seems there is some belief in the meaning of dreams.
In the Yehi Ratzonprayer included in the holiday recita
tion of the Priestly Benediction we ask God to affirm the
blessings of Joseph the Righteous. If healing is required
then may it follow the healing of Hezkiahu King of Judah
and that of Miriam the Prophetess. Our Sages go so far as
to invoke the right to fast on Shabbos if one feels it would
serve as a catharsis for a frightening dream.

The Torah teaches us that much is to be learned from
dreams. Jacob’s name changes to Israel after his battle
with the angel. The history of the Jewish People is in
the balance of his portending reign over his brothers. We
read of the butler whose dream is favorably interpreted
by Joseph. Pharaoh himself finds no one that is capable
of interpretation as is the young Joseph brought from
the dungeon.

Among the greatest of our sages and scholars there
seems to be a different understanding of reliance on
that which is not cognitive. The Rambam and the Raban
took positions of opposition as to dreams being actual
or allegorical. The Vilna Gaon believed in some forms
of shaydim, demonology and couldn’'t understand that
Maimonides rejected it. There are those who interpret
dreams not as a reality but are perhaps psychosomatic
and so cogent in some cases to bring about a hysterical
conversion reaction.

So back to our question. Can we derive any halachik rul
ings based on dreams? The Talmud introduces a pewer
ful episode on the ruling of Rabbi Elizer and the use of
an oven on Passover. The sages differ with the ruling of
Elizer. After he invoked some miracles to prove his point,
he even called upon a heavenly voice to sustain his ruling.
To this the sages state a final and accepted decision for
all time. That id.0 Ba-Sha-Mayim HeéVNe do not rely or
resort to heavenly voices. Basically we are rational and
not governed by the sensate. It is not in the stars and it
is not in dreams.

Yet, there is a caveat that should be helpful. Many of
our later day sages had dreams. One in particular was
the Chasam Sofer. He was prepared to change a rabbinic
law based on his dream. A spilled coffee in the morning
changed his decision.
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Chasam Sofer, Moses Schreiber, 1762 - 1839

What are we to derive from this? Not to live our lives
based on a dream. But rather to reflect upon them and
to review more diligently on the decisions we are about
to make.

As a postscript | would add a humorous but scandalous

episode. Bar Hedya was an interpreter of dreams (psy

chotherapist). He had two star clients, Abbaya and Raba.
Both presented to him nearly identical series of dreams.

Yet the dreams of Abbaya were interpreted favorably.

Those of Rabba had unpleasant interpretations. It was

later discovered that Abbaya would pay Hedya a zuz while
Rabba gave him nothing.

Conclusion — you get what you pay for! There is
no free therapy.



People | Books | Legacie
By Andy Allen

Survivors Tales & Book Review|

The Young lIsrael of Great Neck recently published a re
markable book on families of survivors. Editor and Great
Neck resident, Sue Talansky, approached me about a year
and a half ago to help assist with this project. Ms. Tatan
sky was impressed with our own GNS SCOPE magazine,
and my contribution to its layout and printing.

Both Sue and Arthur Talansky became aware of Ellen and
my ties to the community. As is always the case, the few
“degrees of separation” connected all of us and solidi
fied our bonds to this important archive. So launched this
journey to completion and publication.

Ordinary Objects| Enduring Legaciesincludes ninety-
five local families, all in a five-mile radius, connected
through the common experience of the Shoah. The project
started out years ago as an exhibit of artifacts collected
and displayed at the Young Israel of Great Neck. Following
this show, many participants and congregants expressed
a desire to put the hastily taken photographs and stories
together into a hard copy book. The end product was an
enormous challenge to organize and make cohesive. Sue
Talansky felt it was her mission to see it to fruition. Count
less hours of interviews, and months of doggedly pursu
ing many of the historical artifacts together resulted in a
224 page book containing close to a hundred abbreviated
stories and over six hundred “objects” that survived the
war intact. Many of the short stories overlap with survi
vors connected by circumstance and in some cases by
sponsorship. Documentation of this local history is doubly
remarkable, by the strong Jewish ties this unique Great
Neck community possesses. It is important to have this
book, now officially in the Library of Congress, exist and
the history not forgotten.

A repeated story | hear from holocaust survivors is, at
the close of 1945, most Europeans did not wish to-dis
cuss the horrors of the war. Also, many survivors of the
Shoah chose not to talk of the unbearable atrocities, only
wanting to move forward with their lives. Questions of
why they were the “select few” who survived, remains
to many, only in their personal thoughts and not talked
aloud with others. Second marriages to other widowed
holocaust victims were not uncommon. So was the case
with Eva Schloss, step-sister to the famous Anne Frank,
and her surviving mother, Fritzi Geiringer, to Otto Frank,
sole survivor of his family.

Pages from
Ordinary Objects |
Enduring Legacies

Published 2016
drew design & printing co.
ISBN 978-0-692-78618-5
Library of Congress
Control Number: 2016955025
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Eva Schloss spoke to a crowd of over seven hundred, on
Thursday, February 23rd, at the Center for Jewish Life in
Charleston, South Carolina. The interview was simultane
ously broadcast live via ABC'’s local affiliate. Her latest
book tour, took her on multiple speaking engagements
and to several American cities. Ms. Schloss, was a child
hood friend of Anne Frank, in Amsterdam, up to the time
of the fateful capture, later to become her posthumous
step-sister. Ms. Schloss too, did not speak of her experi
ences by the hands of the Nazis most of her adult life.
It was not until decades later did she find her voice and
express it to younger generations, grasping for histeri
cal truths of the past. The famous saying, that “the past
repeats itself,” is a hot topic in current politics today.
Proof of this can be observed in the large crowds attend
ing such speaking engagements of Shoah survivors. The
similarities of current political dilemmas, and the years
leading up to the second world war, are questions posed
by young and old alike.

Eva Schloss and anchorman Dean Stephens

Eva Schloss, now in her eighties, is both lucid, articulate
and engaging. Her take away from this lecture circuit
is optimistic and yet foreboding. Ms. Schloss feels that
education, hopefully, will ensure a peaceful future world.
Paraphrasing her...I hope for a peaceful and accepting

world which is of one race, the human race, consisting of Eva Schloss receiving a proclamation
” from the Mayor of Charleston,
characters of many colors. Hon. John Tecklenburg, stating:

“February 23rd as Holocaust Survivors Day”

Ellen & I wish everyone a memorable seder and a zissen Pesach.

Make your next charitable donation

to the GNS Holocaust Memorial Fund.

Rebbetzin Sarah Refson and Eva Schloss

Eva Schloss interview at the Center for Jewish Life, Mt. Pleasant, SC

February 23, 2017

$%o



Preparing for Pesach
5777-201

INTRODUCTION

Chometz results when one of the five type of grains
(wheat, barley, rye, oats or spelt) comes in contact with
water and is allowed to stand for a brief period of time
without being baked. We are forbidden during Pesach to
eat, own or derive any benefit from such a mixture that
has been allowed the time to rise. Therefore all grain prod
ucts, their derivatives or mixtures are forbidden.

Compliance with the prohibitions of eating, owning or pos

sessing chometz, or deriving any benefit from chometz
takes three forms. The first is the actual removal of
chometz from our homes, either through consuming it or
disposing of it. This culminates in a search for chometz on
the evening before Pesach (bedikat chometz), and in the
symbolic burning of the chometz (biur chometz) on Erev
Pesach morning. The second is the recitation of a formulg
of nullification of ownership (found in the hagadah or sid

dur) over any chometz which we might still inadvertently

have in our possession (bitul chometz). This nullification
is recited twice, once after bedikat chometz and then a
final time after biur chometz. Finally any chometz which

can neither be consumed nor disposed of before Passovef

may be sold to a non Jew (mechirat chometz). The form fo
mechirat chometz is found elsewhere in this publication,
and is available on line as well.

QUINOA

This “grain-like” seed has caught on in recent years as
a welcome addition to our traditional Pesach diet. It will

be available again this year with the kosher for Pesach
supervision of major kashrut organizations. Certification

insures that the quinoa is produced in a manner that

avoids any contact with actual grains or with machinery

on which such grains were processed. Such certification
is necessary due to the increased demand for quinoa all
year long and its growing popularity, which often results

in it being processed with actual grains.

KITNIYOT

Jews of ashkenazic descent also avoid legumes (kitni
yot) such as beans, peas, rice, corn, or other such foods
There are two traditional reasons given for the institution

of this rabbinic prohibition. Some of the foods could be
ground into flour and confused with chometz flour, where

as others normally grow in close proximity to chometz
products and might not be free of mixed in grains. This
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prohibition applies only to the eating of such products;
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products and might not be free of mixed in grains. This
prohibition applies only to the eating of such products;
their possession is permissible, as is using them for other
(non-eating) purposes. Whereas the rabbis of the sephard
ic community never instituted such a prohibition, Jews of
sephardic descent who eat kitniyot also need to be sure
that they are free from any chometz mixtures. A reliable
list of kitniyot items permitted for sephardim may be eb
tained from JSOR (732) 531-4872, (www.jsor.org). lastruc
tions can also be found there for inspecting rice before
Presach. Additionally, the OU and the Star-K have begun
certifying kitniyot products for use by sephardim. The OU
indicates that the products are kitniyot and the Star-K
uses a Star-S to indicate kitniyot for Sephardim.

Those who avoid eating kitniyot need to be particularly
diligent in purchasing products for Pesach. Often prod
ucts bear kosher for Pesach labels even though they
contain kitniyot, and sometimes stores are not careful to
separate between the kitniyot and non-kitniyot products.

Following is a list from the Star-K of products that are
usually considered as kitniyot. As with all other Pesach
matters, please feel free to contact our rabbinic staff with

any questions.

Anise

Ascorbic Acid
Aspartame

Beans

Bean Sprouts

Black Eyed Peas
BHA(in corn oil)
BHT(in corn oil)
Buckwheat

Calcium Ascorbate
Canola Oi[Rapeseed)
Caraway Seeds
Chickpeas

Citric Acid(possibly chometz)

Confectioners Sugar
(possibly chometz, possibly KFP
- look for KFP symbol)

Coriander
Corn

Corn Qil
Corn Syrup
Cumin
Dextrose
Emulsifiers
Fennel
Fenugreek
Glucose
Green Beans
Guar Gum

HVFhydrolyzed vegetable protein,
(possibly chometz)

Isolated Soy Protein
Kasha (Buckwheat)
Kimmel

Licorice

Lecithin

Lentils
Malto-Dextrin
(possibly chometz)

Millet

MSG
(possibly chometz)

Mustard

Flour
NutraSweet
Peanuts

Peas

Popcorn

Poppy Seeds
Rice

Saffron

Sesame Seeds
Sodium Erythorbate
Sorbitan Sorbitol
Soy Beans

Soy QOil
Stabilizers
Starch

String Beans
Sunflower Seeds
Tofu



Dishes and utensils used for chometz year round should
be packed away in preparation for Pesach. Certain dishes|
and utensils normally used may also be used for Pesach
once they are properly kashered and any chometz they
have absorbed has been removed. The following section
provides a brief summary of the laws involved in kash

ering utensils and appliances for use on Pesach. Please
contact any of our rabbis if you have additional questions.

KASHERING — A SUMMARY
1. METAL

Silverware (only with all metal pieces and no parts glued
together), pots used on top of the stove (no baking uten
sils or frying pans) and other metal utensils may be kash
ered for Passover use. They must first be cleaned thor
oughly (if they are silver they should be polished) and
then allowed to stand unused for 24 hours. They are then
completely immersed in a large pot (made kosher for Rass
over) of boiling water, and rinsed in cold water after being
removed from the pot. The boiling water must touch each
part of the utensil, although it does not need to touch
all parts simultaneously. Large pots may be kashered by
first cleaning them as above, allowing them to stand for
24 hours and then filling them with water to the very top,
allowing the water to boil. A heated stone or some other
non combustible material is then placed inside the pot
so that the boiling water overflows the top lip of the pot.

China, pottery, earthenware, utensils that have different
parts glued together and items that cannot be thoroughly
cleaned (such as a sieve) cannot be kashered for Passove|
use.

2. GLASSWARE

Glasses which have been used primarily for cold liquids
during the year may be “kashered” for Passover by-im
mersing them in cold water for a period of 72 hours. The
water must be changed every 24 hours, and with the-ex
ception of the time when the water is being changed, the
glasses must be continually submerged. Glasses, pyrex,
corningware, and the like which are used with heat must
be treated as china and cannot be kashered for Passover.

3. OVEN

A self cleaning oven is kashered for Passover use by-sim
ply running it through the self clean cycle. Special care
must be taken to insure that the area around the inside

seal of the door is thoroughly cleaned.

A conventional oven, either gas or electric, may be kash
ered by cleaning it twice with a caustic oven cleaner and
then, after waiting for 24 hours, turning it to its highest
temperature for one hour. The broiler pan and tray may
not be kashered in this manner. They should be removed
from the oven and not used.
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Oven Racks — assuming that food is not cooked directly
on the oven racks, they may be kashered by first cleaning
them, allowing them to stand unused for 24 hours, and

then placing them in the oven while the oven is being

kashered. If food is cooked directly on the racks, a new
set of racks should be used for Pesach. Occasional spill
overs on the racks do not qualify as food being cooked
directly on them.

A microwave oven may be kashered by cleaning it, and
after not using it for 24 hours, placing a styrofoam cup of
water in the oven and boiling it until the oven fills with
steam. If a glass tray is used in the oven, it should be re
placed for Pesach. Microwave convection ovens are kash
ered in the same way as a regular oven.

4. STOVE TOP

Conventional Gas Burners may be kashered by placing the
racks (or grates) upon which the pots rest into the oven
while it is being kashered. The burner itself does not need
to be kashered. The drip pans should be covered.

Electric Burners (either metal or glass) may be kashered
by turning them on until the element glows red.

The other areas of the stove top surrounding the burners
should be covered with aluminum foil. Glass stove tops
present significant difficulty on Pesach because covering
them often results in cracking. Please speak to our rabbis
for further information.

5. DISHWASHER

Difficulties in kashering a dishwasher are primarily due to
the difficulties in thoroughly cleaning it. Assuming that
all corners, edges and rubber gaskets and food traps can
be properly cleaned, a stainless steel dishwasher may be
kashered by running it through two soapy cycles with hot
ter water than is usually used (such as a sani steam); af
ter allowing it to sit unused for 24 hours. It is preferable to
stop the dishwasher mid cycle and to pour in a pot full of
boiling water, raising the temperature of the water inside.
The cycle should then be allowed to finish. A new set of
racks should be purchased for Passover use. Plastic dish
washers may not be kashered for Passover use, according
to the psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein, z”l. According to those
poskim who allow plastic to be kashered for Pesach, a
plastic dishwasher may be kashered in the same manner
as above. The racks should remain in the dishwasher-dur
ing kashering and need not be replaced. All agree that a
porcelain dishwasher may not be kashered.

6. SINK AND COUNTERTOPS

A stainless steel sink may be kashered by cleaning it and
allowing it to sit unused for 24 hours. Boiling water may
then be poured over the entire surface of the sink,-in
cluding the faucets. Enamel or porcelain sinks cannot be
kashered for Passover and require a covering or plastic
sink insert.



There are many different materials used for
countertops today, which makes the ques
tion of kashering them very complex. Most
poskim agree that countertops made of glass
tile, ceramic, porcelain or concrete cannot be
kashered. Countertops made of these mate
rials should be thoroughly cleaned and then
covered with a non-absorbent material (card
board, contact paper, aluminum foil, etc). Most
poskim agree that countertops made of natu
ral stone, granite (unsealed), marble, stain
less steel or metal, without any seams, can
be kashered through the use of boiling water.
Nothing hot should be placed on these coun
tertops for 24 hours prior to kashering them.
They should then be thoroughly cleaned and
boiling water should be poured over them.
Steam alone (produced by a heavy duty or com
mercial steamer) should not be used to Kasher
countertops unless there is condensate that
remains on the entire surface and retains its
kashering temperature.

The question becomes more complex when
we talk about countertops that are made of
plastic or acrylic, such as formica or corian,
or natural stone with an acrylic sealant. Also
countertops made of ground stone which
is bound with an acrylic resin, such as sie
stone or caeserstone, fall into this category.
The psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt’l, is to
prohibit these materials, whereas the psak of
Rav Gedalyah Dov Schwartz, shlita, of the-Chi
cago Rabbinical Council (CRC) permits them to
be koshered, as long as there are no seams in
the countertops (formica countertops are usu
ally seamed). If one relies on the opinion that
these countertops may not be koshered, they
should be cleaned and covered with a double
layer of covering, and one should avoid placing
hot food directly on them.

Tabletops should also be double covered for
use during Passover.

Below are some common kashering situations that often arise
(please note that these guidelines assume the more stringent
opinion that plastic should not be koshered for Pesach):

UTENSIL PREPARATION
Baby Bottle Since it comes into contact with chometz (e.g. washed
with dishes, boiled in chometz pot), new ones should pe

purchased.

Baby High Chair

Thoroughly clean. Preferable to cover the tray with eg
tact paper.

=}

Blech

Should be replaced.

Blender/FoodProcessor
Smoothie Machine

New or Pesachdik receptacle (plus any part of unit that

makes direct contact with food) required. Thoroug
clean appliance. The blade should be treated like any ki
and kashered through hagola.

ly
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Can Opener

Manual or Electric — Clean thoroughly.

Candlesticks/Tray

Clean thoroughly. Should not be put under hot water i
kosher for Pesach sink.

Coffeemakers

Coffeemakers that have brewed only unflavored pJ
caffeinated coffee. Clean thoroughly. Replace with n
or Pesachdik glass carafe and new filters. Coffeemaks
that have brewed flavored coffee or decaffeinated coffi
should be cleaned thoroughly and put away.
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Colanders

Use new ones for Pesach.

Dentures, Bite Plates, Braces

Clean thoroughly after one has finishing eating chonj

Dishwashers

See above.

Electric Burner Drip Pans

Clean thoroughly.

Grater

Use new ones for Pesach.

Instant Hot Devices

See Water Filters.

Metal Wine Goblets

Kasher in boiling water.

Metal Wine Trays

Kasher in boiling water.

Mixer

Do not use, even with new blades and bowils.

Pump Pot (Shabbat Urn)

If in contact with chometz (e.g. sponge) do not use. O]
erwise, does not need kashering.

th

Refrigerator, Freezer

Thoroughly clean. Lining shelves is not necessary.




Continued

UTENSIL PREPARATION

Towels, Tablecloths, etc. Those used during the year with chometz may be used|on
Pesach if they have been laundered with soap and hotwa
ter, even if the stains do not come out. The same appljes
to potholders, bibs, and aprons. Synthetic material, sych
as Rayon and Terylene, that can only withstand a wafm
water cycle, may be used on Pesach after they have gone
through a washing with detergent and only if there are fo
visible stains after they have been cleaned. Transpargnt
tablecloths may be coated with a powder and should pe
rinsed off before use.

Vases Those used on the table during the year may be used|on
Pesach if they are washed inside and out.

Washing cup (used in kitchen ) Metal — boiling water.
Plastic - put away with chometz dishes.

Water Pitchers Should be put away with chometz dishes.

Water Filters Plastic water filters that are connected to the faucet
should be thoroughly cleaned, including the outside
and the coupling, and may be used on Pesach without
changing the filters. If they are metal and have been
on consistently since last Pesach, they should be left
on during kashering of the spigot. If they were first at-
tached some time after Pesach, they should be removd
before kashering the spigot and should be kashered
separately. Instant hot devices and individual hot/
cold water filters that are connected to the sink with a
separate spigot should be kashered along with the sinK.
Instant hot devices should be turned on during kashering
of instant hot spigot.

o

Water Coolers Cold water coolers should be cleaned thoroughly. Th¢ hot
spigot on a water cooler should not be used if it came
into contact with chometz during the year.

Water Urn If it has been washed with chometz utensils, then Metgl
(uncoated) — Hagola; both inside and outside should bg
kashered. Porcelain Enameled or Plastic — Do not use|




Passover Preparation
Sale of Chometz
5777-201

All of us are aware that on Passover there exists a pro
hibition to eat chometz, food made with leavened prod
ucts. The Torah establishes for us two other prohibitions
as well, namely the possession of chometz and the-de
riving of benefit from chometz. Therefore, in order to
properly fulfill the requirements of the Passover holiday
it is necessary to dispose of all chometz in our posses
sion before Passover begins. Recognizing that this might
create financial hardship for many, the Rabbis have insti
tuted a procedure which allows for compliance with the
law and at the same time sensitivity to economic needs.
This procedure is known as mechirat chometz, the sale
of chometz, and allows for the legal transfer of owner
ship of chometz to a non-Jew. This sale is binding and le
gally valid, and it is at the option of the non-Jew to decide
what he wants to do with the chometz after Passover. He
may choose to transfer the ownership back to its original
owners, or he may complete the payment for the value of
all of the chometz and retain ownership of it.

This procedure is carried out by authorizing the Rabbi
of the synagogue to serve as an agent and arrange for
the sale of the chometz. This is done through a contrac
tual agreement signed in the presence of the Rabbi and
verified in accordance with Jewish law through a kinyan.
Since making a kinyan strengthens the autenticity of the
sale, it is preferable that this arrangement be made in
person, and Rabbi Polakoff is available mornings and-eve
nings at either the synagogue or his house to arrange for

this sale. If it is not possible to do this in person, then
the contract may be filled out, signed and mailed to the
synagogue office. Next best is to fax it to the shul office
at 516-487-6149 or to fill the form out online at our website
www.gns.org. It is essential that the matter be taken care
of in person, or all forms arrive at the synagogue, by 9:30
am on Monday, April 10, 2017.

It is proper to collect all of the chometz that is going to
be sold and to put it in one place such as a closet, cabi
net, or separate room. It is important to make access to
that area as difficult as possible. As well, all dishes used
for chometz should be collected together and stored in
a special place. Please note that on the contract you are
asked to list the place(s) where your chometz is stored as
well as its approximate value. Also it is important to note
that on the contract there is a box to fill out if you will be
in a different time zone at either the beginning or end of
Pesach. Because of a time difference it might be neces
sary to arrange for a separate sale of chometz in order to
avoid the prohibition of owning it on Passover.

Please note that you should include the addresses of all
the properties you wish to include in this authorization
form (offices, summer home, children who have autho
rized you to arrange for the sale of their chometz, etc.).

If you are going away for Pesach and will not be using
your home at all, it is possible to make an arrange
ment that will allow you to leave with only a minimal
Pesach cleaning. Please speak to the Rabbi about this
arrangement.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact
Rabbi Polakoff/Rabbi Lichter either at the synagogue
office (516) 487-6100 or by email at rabbi@gns.org
or ilichter@gns.org.




Shabbat & Passover Schedu

5777-201

Sunday, April 9
Bedikat Chometz this evening

Monday, April 10
Shacharit with Siyum for first born

Chometz may not be eaten after:
MagenAvraham
VilnaGaon

Chometz must be destroyed by:
MagenAvraham
Vilna Gaon
Candldighting
Mincha

Monday night, April 10
Kiddush after (first Seder)
Tuesday, April 11
Hashkama
YouthMinyan
MainShul
Beit Midrash
Mincha

Tuesday night, April 11
Candle lighting after

Preparations for the second Seder

should not begin before

Wednesday, April 12
Hashkama
YouthMinyan
MainShul
Beit Midrash
Mincha

Yom Tov ends after

Thursday, Friday

Mincha Thursday

6:30 am
7:45m

10:1&m
10:4&8m

11:36m
11:50 am

7:1pm

7:00pm

8:1pm

8:0am
8:30am
9:00am
9:18m
7:1%m

8:12 pm
8:12m

8:0am
8:30am
9:00am
9:1pm
7:20pm

8:20 pm

6:30 am
7:45m
7:15 pm

Friday, April 14
Mincha
Candldighting

Saturday, April 15

Shir HaShirim is recited this morning

Hashkama
YouthMinyan
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Shiur
Mincha
Shabbat ends after

Sunday, April 16

Sunday night, April 16
Candle lighting
Mincha

Monday, April 17
Hashkama
YouthMinyan
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Mincha

Monday night, April 17
Candle lighting
Preparations for 8th day
should not begin before
Tuesday, April 18

Yizkor is recited this morning

Hashkama
YouthMinyan
Main Shul
Beit Midrash
Mincha

Yom Tov ends

7:00pm
7:1%m

8:00 am
8:30am

8:45 am

9:15 am
6:1(m
7:1(m
8:24pm

7:30am
8:30 am

7:17 pm
7:00pm

8:00 am
8:30am

9:00 am

9:15 am
7:20pm

8:19 pm

8:19 pm

8:00 am
8:30am

8:45 am

9:15 am
7:20pm
8:27pm

Magen Avraham (Rabbi Avraham Gombiner 1633-1683) and Gra (Vilna Gaon,

1720-1797)

There is a major dispute among the Aharonim as to how to figure Sha'ot
Z'maniot — the “halachic” hours (1/12 of the day) upon which these times are
based. According to the Magen Avraham, the day is reckoned from amud
hashahar (dawn) until nightfall. According to the Gra, the day begins at sun
rise and ends at sunset. Therefore, the Magen Avraham'’s times will always
be earlier than that of the Gra. For example, if sunrise is at 6:00 a.m. and
sunset is at 6:00 p.m., the Gra’s ending time for K'riat Sh'ma will be 9:00 a.m.,
whereas the Magen Avraham’s ending time will be 8:24. Our shul policy is

to follow the Gra.



SALE OF CHOMETZAuthorization Form

| fully empower and authorize Rabbi Dale Polakoff and/or Rabbi lan Lichter of the Great Neck Synagogue to dispose
of all Chometz that may be in my possession, or whose owners have authorized me to make such arrangements,
wherever it may be, at home, place of business or elsewhere (knowingly or unknowingly). Rabbi Polakoff and/or
Rabbi Lichter has full right to sell, dispose, conduct all transactions as he deems fit and proper for such time which
he believes necessary, in accordance with the detailed hebrew contracts which are in his possession.

The above power hereby given is meant to conform with all Torah and Rabbinic regulations, to meet the require
ments of Jewish law and to concur with the laws of the State of New York.

Most of the above mentioned chometz is located at:

(address) (specific location at address - ie, kitchen, etc.) (approximate value)

To all of the above, | affix my signature.

Signed Date

Print Name

IF YOU WILL NOT BE IN GREATaN&@HI be in a different time zone for either the beginning or the end of
Pesach, please fill out the following:

For the beginning of Pesach, | will be in: For the end of Pesach, | will be in:

This form must be returned to Great Neck Synagogue by Monday, April 10th, 9:30 a.m.



Gettting Close to Nir

Officers of the Orthodox Jewish Chamber of Commerce
(OJC), who hosted Governor Mike Huckabee on a mission
to Israel, after a round-table discussion with Jerusalem
Mayor Nir Barkat. All expressed hope that the U.S: Em
bassy would be moved speedily to Jerusalem, Israel's
eternal capital. (Front row, L-R) Vice President Public
Policy OJC, Dr. Paul Brody, holding flag of Yerushalayim
with Mayor Barkat, Governor Huckabee, Vice Presidents
Public Policy OJC, Odeleya Jacobs and Dr. Joe Frager,
0JC President and Founder Duvi Honig. (Back row, L-R):
Activists Yisroel Stefansky and Ken Abramowitz, Israel
Executive Director, Ateret Cohanim Daniel Luria.

Photo Credit: Itsik Nisim

M'Dor L’Dor: Hosting Israel's Justice Minister

At a momentous inaugural event commemorating the
upcoming 50th anniversary of the Six Day War and the
reunification of Jerusalem, as well as the upcoming 25th
Yarzheit of Prime Minister Menachem Begin z”l on the
2nd day of Adar Sheni, the guest speaker was Israel's
Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked (seated). The event was
co-chaired by GNS members Dr. Paul and Drora Brody
(far right), with the participation of their activist daugh
ters (far left), Liat Brody and Dana Brody, Founder and
President Israel Chapter, Penn Law School, who formally
greeted Minister Ayelet Shaked from the podium.

Photo credit: Gabe Solomon/LifeCapture Images LTD

Great Neck Synagogue Activists in Solidarity with
Trump Appointee for U.S. Ambassador to Israel:
Dreaming of U.S. Embassy Moving to Jerusalem

(L-R) Great Neck Synagogue activists Dr. Paul Brody,
holding flag of Yerushalayim, at left, and Jeffrey Wiesen
feld, at right, celebrate with President Donald Trump’s
appointee for U.S. Ambassador to Israel, David Friedman,
Esq., and Town of Hempstead Councilman, Bruce Blake
man, at recent annual Bet El Dinner. They all expressed
great hope for improved U.S.- Israel relations, with the
incoming Trump Administration, and yearn for the U.S.
Embassy to move to Jerusalem in the near future.

Photo Credit: Joseph Lobascio, Jr.
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Great Neck Synagogus

Men’s Club
By Hillel MilunPresident

We welcome Michael Shlomo as a new Men’s Club commit
tee member. The committee now consists of:

President: Hilly Milun

Vice-Presidents: Mark Friedman, Dr. Robert Knepper
Committee members: Steve Blumner, Dr. Paul Brody,
James Frisch, Michael Kohler, Jack Lipsky, David Rein,
Michael Shlomo and Jerry Siegelman

| thank the Men’s Club committee for their enthusiasm
and hard work throughout the year. We thank those of
you who are paid-up members of the Men’s Club and en
courage those who have not yet become members to join.
A special welcome our new lifetime members.

Since the last issue of SCOPE, the Men’s Club has held a
number of very successful events.

In association with Temple Israel and Temple Beth-El, we
presented a Yiddish theater play, Gilbert & Sullivan’s “The
Mikado” at Temple Beth-El.

U

The entertainment at our annual dinner at Colbeh was
“Comedy Night” this year. It was a highly successful eve
ning thoroughly enjoyed by the sold out crowd. We single
out and thank Mark Friedman for doing a fantastic job
organizing the event.

We have had enlightening and well attended talks by Lee
Bender and Jerry Verlin of the ZOA, speaking on Anti-Isra
Media Bias; Dr Mordechai Kedar, of Bar-Elan University
speaking on “Trump, Putin, Israel and the Middle East,|
and Rabbi Marvin Tokayer speaking on his favorite sub
ject, “Spies, Scholars and Statesmen - Amazing Jews qf
the Orient.”

o

Our semi-annual blood drive (our 64th year of collecting
blood) helped the GNS achieve a total of about 112 units pf
blood last year.

Throughout the year the Men’s Club continued presenting
kiddush cups to the bar mitzvah boys and assisting with
food for families of Men'’s Club paid-up members who are
sitting shiva.

There are many exciting and interesting talks, events and
activities planned and we look forward to your continued
participation.

Once again, a big thank you to Mark Twersky, Dario Tavare
and their staff for all their continuing assistance.

(7]

We wish all our members and their families a happy,
healthy and kosher Pesach.

Hilly Milun
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Israeli Arabic Scholar
Emphasizes Importance of U.S
Embassy Moving to Jerusale

During Presentation at Great
Neck Synagogue Men's Clu

By Elizabeth Berney, Esq., Zionist Organizatio
of America (ZOA) Long Island-Queens Direc

On Sunday morning, January 29, 2017, the Men’s Club of the

Great Neck Synagogue, and the Great Neck-based Jewish P
litical Education Foundation (JPEF) presented Israeli scholar
of Arabic culture and lecturer at Bar-llan University, Lt. Col.

(Res.) Dr. Mordechai Kedar. Prof. Kedar is also a research as-

sociate of the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies.

Men'’s Club Vice President Dr. Rob Knepper welcomed-every

one. Men’s Club Steering Committee Member and JPEF Vice

President Dr. Paul Brody, who had arranged Dr. Kedars ap
pearance, led the singing of Hatikva and the Star Spangled
Banner, and introduced Prof. Kedar. Dr. Brody cited Los-Ange
les Times’ Edmund Sanders’ description of Dr. Kedar as “one
of the few Arabic-speaking Israeli pundits seen on Arabic-sat
ellite channels defending Israel.” Dr. Kedar became famous
after he appeared on Al-Jazeera in Arabic, defending Israel’'s
right to Jerusalem by telling the Arab world, in fluent Arabic,
that “Jerusalem has been our capital for 3,000 years, when
your (pre-Islamic) forefathers were drinking wine, burying
their daughters alive, and worshipping idols!”

Prof. Kedar stressed the importance of the U.S. moving its
Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. He stated that in Israel, al
most everyone, including the left, understands the impor
tance of such a move.

Dr. Kedar noted that if we surrender to the demands and
threats of terrorists (the threats of violence if the U.S. em
bassy is moved), this appeasement will invite more demands
and terrorism, and increase the appetite of the terrorists.

Dr. Kedar stated that, “Muslims understand that if they get
Jerusalem, they will get all of Israel” and thus they hammer
away at Jerusalem. They know that Jews will become-dis
couraged, and many will give up if the Jewish people lose

Jerusalem. Thus, moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem is

a very important, “way above all other considerations” for
showing that Israel will be there forever.

Qatar - which Dr. Kedar stated is Israel’'s worst enemy be
cause it works quietly behind the scenes - allocated half

The Palestinian Arabs, likewise, understand the centrality of
Jerusalem to the Jewish people and hence seek to obtain
it. Dr. Kedar displayed a Palestinian Arab keffiya-patterned
scarf (pictured) which has a drawing of Jerusalem at one end
saying “Al Quds (Jerusalem) is ours,” and a picture of the en
tire map of Israel with “Palestine” written above it at the
other end of the scarf.

Dr. Kedar also played a video of a Muslim Brotherhood Egyp
tian cleric introducing the Muslim Brotherhood'’s then-pres
idential candidate Mohammed Morsi in 2012, proclaiming
Morsi as a leader who will work to ensure that “our capital
of the United States of Arabs shall not be Cairo, Mecca, or
Medina. The capital of the United States of Arabs shall, Allah
willing, be Jerusalem.”

Dr. Kedar stated that President Trump’s heart is in the right
place regarding Israel, much more so than the Obama admin
istration and Hillary Clinton.

Prof. Kedar also discussed the Iran deal. He stated that pres
sure was needed for a good deal, but that in 2009, Obama
signaled to the Iranians that Obama was taking pressure off

of Iran, and that Obama wanted the Iran deal, which resulted
in Iran obtaining everything Iran wanted in the deal.

At the conclusion of the lengthy enthusiastic discussion
between Dr. Kedar and the audience, Dr. Brody proclaimed
that Dr. Kedar’s informative and insightful presentation was
among the most comprehensive ever in the long history of
the Great Neck Synagogue Mens’ Club.

a billion dollars to target removing Jerusalem from Israel,
including money to obtain the UNESCO action, and to buy
media and journalists and academics to come out against
Israel’'s right to Jerusalem.

(L to R) Jack Lipsky, Dr. Paul Brody, Guest Speaker Dr. Mordechai K
Dr. Rob Knepper and Steve Blumner

Photo credit: BrodyBunch Productions




(L to R) Elizabeth Berney, Dr. Paul Brody,

Dr. Mordechai Kedar, JPEF President Milt Mitzner,
Steve Blumner; and Dr. Rob Knepper.

Photo credit: BrodyBunch Productions

Dr. Kedar displaying a Palestinian Arab keffiya-
patterned scarf (pictured) which has a drawing
of Jerusalem at one end saying “Al Quds (Jeru-
salem) is ours,” and a picture of the entire map
of Israel with “Palestine” written above it at the
other end of the scarf.

Photo Credit: Liz Berney, Esq.

Closeup of keffiya-patterned scarf
Photo Credit: Liz Berney, Esq.
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GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE COMMITTEES

The following is a list of committees at Great Neck Synagogue. We value your participation
and invite you to call the synagogue of ce to become more involved.

Adult Education Couples Club Public Relations Shiva Chesed
Bikur Cholim Membership Sisterhood Ushers
Chevra Kadisha Men’s Club SCOPE Women'’s Te lah

SYNAGOGUE FUNDS

The following is a list of Great Neck Synagogue funds. Contributions can be made to acknowledge a life cycle event. A donation card will be sent to
the family acknowledging your contribution.

AARON S. FEINERMAN LIBRARY FUND

The Feinerman Family has established the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund which is located in the Youth Center. Aaron Feinerman was one of the
HDUO\ PHPEHUV RI WKH *UHDW 1HFN 6\QDJRJXH DQG OHDUQLQJ 7TRUDK DQG WHDFKLQJ FKLOGU
PDQ\ Rl $DURQ )HLQHUPDQ:-V SHUVRQDO 6HIRULP 'RQDWLRQV IURP WKH FRPPXQLW\ WR WKH $D
WKH OLEUDU\ AOOHG ZLWK FXUUHQW PDWHULDO WR EH XVHG E\ WKH V\QDJRJXH-V PHPEHUV DQC

FLORENCE SHAFFER MEMORIAL FUND
This fund is dedicated in memory of Florence Shaffer, a long time Recording Secretary of the Synagogue and a leader of the Sisterhood. This Fund
LV PDQDJHG E\ 6LVWHUKRRG DQG SURYLGHY QHHG EDVHG AQDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR FROOHJ

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
This fund has been established for two purposes. To create a memorial to the Holocaust and the survivors as well as to allow families an opportunity
WR PHPRULDOL]H D IDPLO\ UHODWLYH RU YLOODJH WKDW ZDV VDFULAFHG LQ WKH VKRDK

ISER MERMELSTEIN BIKUR CHOLIM FUND*

7KH ,VHU OHUPHOVWHLQ %LNXU &KROLP )XQG ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG E\ WKH /XQ]JHU IDPLO\ LQ PHF
VLVWDQFH LQ WLPHV RI LOOQHVYV IRU RXU FRPPXQLW\ LQ *UHDW 1HFN ,VHU OHUPHOVWHLQ Ol
WR GR ZKDW QHHGHG WR EH GRQH +LV .DYRG +DEULRW UHVSHFW IRU +DVKHP:-V FUHDWLRQV
FRPPXQLW\ PDNHV WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKLV )XQG D AWWLQJ WULEXWH WR KLV PHPRU\

JACK HERSCHKOWITZ EMERGENCY FUND

Jack Herschkowitz was a longstanding Gabbai of Great Neck Synagogue who began this Fund to offer assistance to people in need. At a Board of
Trustees meeting, the Fund was renamed in his memory as a tribute to the tzedakah and chesed he performed. Donations to the Emergency Fund
are distributed by the Rabbi. Funds are disbursed to provide assistance to individuals and institutions both in our community and in Israel.

LIBRARY FUND
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH /LEUDU\ )XQG DUH XVHG WR SXUFKDVH ERRNV WR VXSSOHPHQW WKH 6\QD.

MAC MENDER YOUTH FUND
The Mac Mender Youth Fund is dedicated in memory of Mac Mender, former Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Donations to the Youth Fund assist
the Youth Department in furthering its programs.

MURIEL BRAUN MUSIC FUND
The Muriel Braun Music Fund is dedicated in memory of Muriel Braun, who was an active member of the Synagogue Choir and Sisterhood.

PRAYER BOOK FUND
Donations to the Prayer Book Fund are used to purchase Siddurim, Chumashim, and Machzorim for the High Holy Days for use in the Main Sanctu-
ary and Beit Midrash.

SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE

The Adult Education program at Great Neck Synagogue has been named the Sally & Seymour Olshin Adult Education Institute in recognition of the
support and generosity of the Olshin Family, and in memory of Seymour Olshin and his commitment to education and outreach to all Jews. Donations
to this Institute are used to further its Jewish educational goals.

6+,9% &+(6(' )81"'

A recent initiative by the congregation saw the creation of the Shiva Chesed Fund. The purpose of this fund is to serve as a central accountable
ORFDWLRQ IRU GRQDWLRQV WR SURYLGH IRRG IRU D PHPEHU IDPLO\ GXULQJ WKH ZHHN RI VKLY
GHVLJQDWHG VKLYD FDSWDLQV DQG EURXJKW LQ WR WKH RIAFH 7KH FRVW Rl PHDOV SURYLGH
in such a way so that expenses for any particular shiva home are balanced by donations received. If donations exceed expenses the balance is

retained in the fund to be used to assist other families.

6,67(5+22' 0,7=9%+ )81"
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH OLW]YDK )XQG VXSSOHPHQW WKH 6LVWHUKRRG:V DQQXDO EXGJHW DQG V>
Donations to this Fund are also used to provide shiva meals, welcome packages and new baby gifts to our members.

TORAH FUND
'RQDWLRQV WR WKH 7RUDK )XQG DUH XVHG WR VXSSOHPHQW WKH DQQXDO EXGJHW DOORFDWL]|
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