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The Awesome Present and an Awe Inspiring Future
By Ron Malen

The Real Me
By Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun

Vulnerability
By Robyn Spector-Blumner

Shine Your Light!
By Ben Yehoshua
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Book Now: 516-466-2222

∎engagements

∎bridal showers

∎Weddings

∎brit Milahs

∎luncheons

∎bar/bat mitzvah

Great Neck Synagogue 

טובה שנה

Taste The Exceptional

May this year be
filled with  sweetness,

happiness, and
simcha! 

From Your Favorite Glatt Kosher Caterer!

Happy Chanukah!
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WWelcome to the Chanukah edition of SCOPE 
magazine!
 
We have many great articles for you to enjoy read-
ing! Stanley Fischer’s “Where is Your Dreidel?” dis-
cusses the origin and history of this much loved 
Chanukah game. Carol Buckmann always explores 
fascinating subject matters to write about in SCOPE. 
“Winston Churchill and Zionism – A Lifelong Passion” 
is no exception and our readers will enjoy learning 
about Winston Churchill’s role as an English Zionist 
ahead of his time. “My Friend Sam,” a beautiful poem 
authored by Annie Karpenstein, is about our beloved 
Sam Levitt, z”l. 

We are delighted to welcome several new SCOPE 
sponsors who have joined since our Rosh Hasha-
nah issue. We greatly appreciate all the support – 
especially financially - of this publication.  We con-
tinue to encourage and welcome others to become 
a sponsor. It costs $36 an issue or $100 for three 
issues. Thank you so much! 

Our loyal SCOPE advertisers have also been a tre-
mendous source of support and sustenance to this 
magazine. We urge our readers to support their 
businesses enthusiastically so that they recognize 
the value of their partnership with SCOPE and Great 
Neck Synagogue.

So many people help make SCOPE a success! Thank 
you very much to Executive Director, Mark Twer-
sky and Assistant Executive Director, Jimmy Frisch. 
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A Message from the Editor
Diane Rein

Thank you to our wonderful office staff Maxine 
Nasser, Paula Minsky and Susan Goldstein. I am al-
ways appreciative of Rabbi Lichter’s time, effort, ed-
itorial assistance, and mostly his sense of humor. Of 
course, Rabbi Polakoff is always available if (when) 
I need him!

Thank you so much to our amazing Art Director, 
Andrew Allen – we have been partnering on SCOPE 
for such a long time together – it is Andy’s creative, 
artistic vision that makes SCOPE so enjoyable for 
our readers. I hope you will personally thank him by 
email at andydrewdesign@gmail.com.

Finally, on a sad note, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to dedicate my Editor’s Message to a woman 
who was strong, humble, Torah loving, and the 
epitomy of an Aishet Chayil – Rahel Ben-Sorek, z”l, 
beloved wife of my dear friend and eternal Contrib-
uting SCOPE Editor, Esor Ben-Sorek. May her mem-
ory inspire us and be a blessing. Please read Esor’s 
beautiful eulogy, “The Last Kiss, The Final Goodbye” 
inside this issue to learn more about her life. 

On behalf of my husband, David, and our children, 
Alexander, Oliver and Sophia, I wish you all a very 
happy Chanukah! 

Diane Rein 
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Meet Pecan
Pecan is a 5 month old yellow Labrador puppy that 
belongs to the Guide Dog Foundation. The Rein 
family recently volunteered to raise Pecan for one 
year and then return her to the Guide Dog Founda-
tion when she is old enough to enter their certi-
fied training program so she can become a guide 
or service dog for someone with disabilities. As her 
puppy raiser, our family has to teach Pecan special 
behaviors, discipline and commands that will enable 
her to be a successful service dog. We also have 
to socialize her as much as possible in all different 
types of environments. You will even see Pecan at 
Shabbat services at Great Neck Synagogue! Please 
remember that when she is wearing her yellow vest 
do not pet her because she is working. If you are in-
terested in becoming a puppy raiser, please contact 
the Guide Dog Foundation at www.GuideDog.org.

Pecan

From All of Us at SCOPE

May Your Holiday Be Filled 

With Joyous Laughter & Smiles
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A Message from our Rabbi

Rabbi Dale Polakoff

Marking the observance of holidays in our prayers is 
nothing new. We do it on rosh chodesh, chol ham-
oed and other yomim tovim through the addition of 
yaaleh veyavo in the shemoneh esrei, so it should 
come as no surprise that Chanukah is the cause for 
an addition to our shemoneh esrei as well.

What is surprising, though, is that Chanukah is not 
simply another phrase in yaaleh veyavo, but rather it 
is marked by its own separate paragraph, and added 
to the shemoneh esrei in an entirely different place. 
Yaaleh veyavo is found in the blessing of avodah 
(worship, the blessing associated with the rebuild-
ing of the Beit Hamikdash, when these holidays will 
be restored to their glory), whereas al hanisim is 
found in the blessing of hoda’ah (thanksgiving). Why 
the difference?

The answer is best understood through the follow-
ing example. A father and/or mother work hard to 
provide for their children’s needs. They provide food, 
shelter and clothing for their children, all of which 
the children expect. One day, the parents tell their 
children that the family will be going on a vacation. 
The children are thrilled and excited and very thank-
ful that their parents are taking them on this va-
cation. While it is important to be grateful for spe-
cial times like vacations, that expression of thanks 
and gratitude should be directed by the children 
towards their parents for the everyday provisions 
such as food, shelter and clothing. Yet somehow, 
these things are taken for granted by the chil-
dren, whereas the vacation elicits their thanks. 
The more fundamental and necessary something 
is, the more we expect it to just happen without 
eliciting our gratitude.

The victory of the Jews over their Syrian Greek op-
pressors was a necessary step for the survival of 
the Jewish people. Because it was so necessary, 
though, the tendency to take it for granted is very 
real. Therefore, the rabbis placed the special para-
graph that references this military victory of Cha-
nukah in the section of the shemoneh esrei known 
as hoda’ah, in order to remind us that we should al-
ways be grateful, even and especially for the things 
that seem indispensable.

At our annual GNS dinner we have the opportunity 
to publicly express our gratitude for the members of 
our community that work hard, give generously and 
care deeply about our synagogue. We should nev-
er take that support for granted. But our gratitude 
needs to extend as well to all of you in our shul who 
come on a regular basis to services and participate 
regularly in the myriad of activities our shul offers. 
We don’t say thank you enough, but want you to 
know that we don’t take it or you for granted.

Ellen joins me in sending you our warmest regards 
for a bright and enlightening holiday of lights.

Rabbi Dale Polakoff

“...references (to the) military victory 
of Chanukah (is) in the section of the 
shemoneh esrei known as hoda’ah, 

in order to remind us that we should 
always be grateful, even and 

especially for the things 
that seem indispensable.”
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A Message from our

Assistant Rabbi
Rabbi Ian Lichter

Have you ever wondered why the first thing that 
the Chashmonaim did upon entering the Beit HaMik-
dash was to light the menorah? After all, the me-
norah had been extinguished for over three years! 
Why, of all things, did they decide that the menorah 
was the most important item on their to-do list upon 
recapturing the Temple?

In the haftorah that we read on Shabbat Chanukah, 
Zechariah HaNavi is shown an amazing thing - a me-
norah with tubes brining oil to its seven lamps from 
two olive trees. The olives provided a continuous 
supply of fuel.  In essence, he was shown a menorah 
that could stay lit on its own. 

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag suggests that this image 
of the menorah was not merely an image shown to 
Zechariah. It was, very possibly, an image that the 
believers held fast to. It was an image of what could 
be in the second Beit HaMikdash - an image which 
gave them hope. It may have been this image which 
gave the Chashmonaim the ability to dream, and ul-
timately, the nerve to enter a war which they had no 
business entering.  As such, it was only appropriate 
that the item which helped them dream was tended 
to first when their dreams were realized. 

The pasuk in Parshat Mikeitz tells us, “Yosef rec-
ognized his brothers; they did not recognize him.” 
Have you ever wondered why? Why was it that Yosef 
recognized his brothers but they did not recognize 
him? While many suggestions are given, Rabbi Berel 
Wein makes an extremely compelling argument. Rab-
bi Wein suggests that Yosef, believing in the dreams 
which he experienced over two decades earlier, was 

waiting for his dreams to be fulfilled. He was wait-
ing for the brothers to appear before him and bow 
down to him, thus fulfilling his vision of leadership 
amongst the brothers. In other words, Yosef had 
been dreaming about and looking for his brothers 
this entire time. When we dream about something 
- when we look for something - we are much more 
likely to find it. 

Katie and I wish the entire community a joyful, spir-
ited and happy Chanukah!

Rabbi Ian Lichter

“It was an image of what could be 
in the second Beit HaMikdash - 

an image which gave them hope.”
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President’s Message

Dov Sassoon

Chanukah is a great time of year at Great Neck Syna-
gogue. With the conclusion of Sukkot we turn our 
attention to our exciting winter programming. 

Our Scholars Program is in full swing and we look 
forward to many inspiring talks from our various 
guest speakers. 

We were privileged to honor three wonderful cou-
ples at our annual dinner this year marking our 
synagogue’s 65th anniversary. I would like to wish 
a special Mazal Tov to our honorees, Laura and Elie 
Cohen, Sydelle and Robert Knepper, and Cindy and 
Jeff Liebmann.  I would also like to thank all those 
who worked so hard to make our dinner such a big 
success.

I look forward to joining many of our members at the 
AIPAC policy conference March 26-28.  I know we can 
top the 90 people who joined us last year for this 
incredible event.

Over the past few months we have made major im-
provements to our already amazing youth depart-
ment. We welcomed a new Morah to our kinder-
garten groups, as well as two young ladies who 
joined us as part of a joint Bnei Akiva program 
with North Shore Hebrew Academy. These news 
additions, as well as, some logistical improve-
ments have really helped our program continue to 
be the envy of other shuls. 

I know we all enjoyed the beautiful Yom Tov ser-
vices over Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkot.  I 
want to thank Rabbis Polakoff and Lichter, as well as 
Chazzan Kron and our various guest chazzanim who 
helped make our davening so exceptional.

Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank our 
dedicated and tireless SCOPE Editor, Diane Rein, who 
always answers the call when our shul needs help 
with any project.  Diane, together with all our volun-
teers who put in so much time for our shul are the 
reasons we are as successful as we are year in and 
year out. 

On behalf of Aliza and our children, wishing you all 
a wonderful Chanukah. 

Dov Sassoon

“I look forward to joining many of 
our members at the AIPAC policy 

conference March 26-28.  
I know we can top the 90 people 

who joined us last year 
for this incredible event.”
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A Message from our

Rabbinic Intern
Rabbi Jesse Shore

Chanukah: Relecting Back, Looking Forward

For each day of Chanukah, we read a sequence of 
passages from chapter 7 of Bamidbar, which re-
counts the dedication ceremony of the mishkan.   
The sequence ends with Hashem’s commanding 
Aaron to light the menorah in chapter 8, linking the 
dedication ceremony with the menorah.  There are 
two odd features to this Torah reading.  Exploring 
them may add insight into the meaning of holiday.         

Firstly, most of the content we read focuses on the 
inaugural sacrifices brought on the altar.  This is 
strange because the most visible and popular object 
of the holiday is not the altar, but the menorah.  Our 
reading of the commandment for Aaron to light the 
menorah seems more like a postscript than the main 
thrust of the Torah reading.  While the bulk of the 
halachot of the holiday are centered around lighting 
the menorah, the Torah reading nudges our atten-
tion in another direction: towards to altar. 

Moreover, it is surprising that we read about the 
dedication ceremony from Sefer Bamidbar.  Bamid-
bar records twelve days of sacrifices brought by the 
princes of each tribe.  A more appropriate passage, 
apropos the eight days of Chanukah, comes from 
early on in Sefer Vayikra.  There, the account focuses 
on seven days of the priestly consecration ceremo-
ny which culminates in a miraculous fire consuming 
the final sacrifice on the eighth day.

Perhaps the Torah reading for Chanukah is intended 
to draw out two important themes that may get 
overlooked in the course of our festivities: (1) the al-
tar and (2) the crucial involvement of the nation in 

the dedication process.  
   
The Ramban notes that, while the altar became inop-
erative after our exile, the commandment to light the 
menorah of Chanukah would continue to be followed 
by the Jewish people, even after the destruction of 
the Second Temple (Bamidbar, 8:2).  According to the 
midrash, Aaron, who during the dedication ceremony 
foresaw the destruction of the Temples, was com-
forted by this news before he lit the menorah for the 
very first time.  For Aaron, a glimmer of the Temple 
service will survive, even in the darkness and confu-
sion of a long exile.  Suitably, Aaron’s commandment 
to light the menorah is indeed a postscript of sorts.  
It reminds us that the menorah will continue to be 
lit even after the cessation of sacrifices on the altar.  
  
Perhaps this adds a new dimension to our lighting 
the menorah.  The purpose is not only to publicize 
a victory over our oppressors and a rededication of 
the altar.  Such a victory was only temporary.  Light-
ing the menorah may also suggest that the original 
Temple services, even those of the altar, are not ex-
tinguished practices of a bygone era.  At present, the 
service of the altar is suspended, but perhaps not in 
perpetuity.  The menorah therefore serves as a sym-
bolic link to the altar.  Our national vision of a fully 
reinstated Temple is not forgotten.  It is rekindled 
each year at Chanukah.

Chanukah then is not only a time to reflect on our 
past.  It is not only a time to celebrate.  It is also 
a time to look forward.  The Torah reading, as ex-
plained by the midrash, awakens our imaginations 
to entertain the Temple as a place of national unity 
and religious purpose that has yet to be fully real-
ized.  Lauren and I wish everyone a Chanukah filled 
with warmth, light and joy.

Rabbi Jesse Shore
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•฀General฀Dentistry
•฀Orthodontics

•฀Cosmetic฀Reconstructive฀Dentistry
•฀Complete฀Smile฀Rejuvenation

•฀Implant฀Surgery฀and฀Reconstruction
•฀Patented฀"Whitening฀For฀LIfe"฀Program

•฀Velscope฀Oral฀Cancer฀Detection
•฀Envision฀A฀Smile฀Digital฀Imaging

•฀Soft฀Tissue฀Laser฀Dentistry
•฀Pediatric฀Dentistry

•฀3D฀Digital฀CT฀Scanner

Written฀Up฀in฀NY฀Times,฀Best฀Dentists฀in฀America,฀
Who’s฀Who฀and฀the฀Queens฀Courier

Listed฀in฀New฀York฀Magazine฀-฀Best฀Doctors฀Issue

We฀now฀participate฀with:
AETNA
CIGNA
Delta
MetLife
Assurant
Ameritas
Guardian
United฀Concordia
Unicare
Principal฀Financial฀Group
DDS฀inc.
United฀Healthcare
Patriot฀Family฀Dental฀Plan
Ameriplan

฀www.44snore.com
844-44snore

(clockwise)

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

TO THE FOLLOWING SCOPE SPONSORS, FOR THEIR STRONG & CONTINUED SUPPORT

Anonymous (3)

Carol Adamsky in memory of her husband, Jeffrey Loewenstein z”l

Lisa & Alan Adler

Marcy & Daniel Aharon

Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of their parents 
Harriet & Louis Allen z”l and Eleanor & Sheldon Schaffer z”l

The Allen Family
in memory of Paul Allen z”l, beloved son, dear brother

Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of Rahel Ben-Sorek z”l

Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of Carl Berlin z”l

Ellen & Andrew Allen in memory of Gil Aronowitz z”l

Ellen & Andrew Allen in honor of 
Rabbi Dale Polakoff and Rabbi Ian Lichter

Rona & Reuben Askowitz

Eva & Frank Bachrach

Emma & Bart Baum

Lisa & Jeffrey Benjamin

Robyn & Steven Blumner

Viviane & Arnold Breitbart

Carol Buckmann

Debbie & Hal Chadow

Ellie Cohanim & Family

Roz & Zachary Dicker

Lorraine & Harold Domnitch

Jacqueline & Stanley Fischer

Sylvia & Norman Fisher in memory of their parents 
Esther & Saul Hirsh z”l and Molly & Henry Fisher z”l

Meryl & Mark Friedman

Debbie & Tommy Furst

Sharon Goldwyn in memory of Belle & Solomon Goldwyn z”l

Rita Gordonson in memory of her husband, Lew Gordonson z”l

Erica & Eliot Heisler

Helaine & William Helmreich

Cindy & Morris Hodkin in memory of their parents 
Elizabeth & Louis Hodkin z”l and Bernard Korman z”l

Alisa & Michael Hoenig

Debbie & Robert Hollander in memory of her mother, 
Judith Sokol z”l and her sister Sharon Sokol Heisler z”l

Leslie Kahn

Louise & Leonard Kahn

Nina & Max Karpel

Joan & Henry Katz

Carol & Jeffrey Kaufman

Dahlia & Mervin Klein

Tami & Greg Kramer

Celia & Jack Lemonik

Larry Levitas & Sharon Janovic in memory of Sharon’s brother, Louis Meltz z”l

Judy & Richard Lillien and Family

Nechama & Billy Liss-Levinson in memory of their parents 
Gertrude & Morris Joseph Liss z”l and Sylvia & Aaron Levinson z”l

Cindy & Glenn Ludwig

Michal & Ron Malen

Susan Mayer, children & grandchildren in memory of Steven M. Mayer z”l, 
devoted husband, father & grandfather

Annie & Robert Mendelson

Ruth & Milton Mitzner

Dina & Jon Ohebshalom

Janet & Fred Pomerantz

Diane & David Rein in memory of her mother Helene M. Fink z”l

Marlene & Philip Rutkin

Michelle & Norman Rutta

Pia & Michael Shlomo

Rabbi Jesse & Lauren Shore

Florin & Howard Silberstein

Flori Silverstein

Shoshana & Martin Sokol

Karen & Robert Spitalnick

Alan & Orly Steinberg in honor of SCOPE’s editor, Diane Rein

Pamela & Baruch Toledano

Jeanne Walfish & Charles Stein in memory of 
her sister Freda Fell z”l

Nate Weisel & Family

Ellie & David Werber

Michelle & Howie Wolf in memory of their parents, 
Ruth & Philip Berman z”l and Carrie & Julius Wolf z”l

We encourage our readers to be SCOPE sponsors. 
If you would like your name to be listed on this page in our next issue of SCOPE, 

please contact Mark Twersky in the Synagogue office (516) 487-6100.

Passover2014
Nisan5774

Can We Return to Sinai?
By William Liss-Levenson, Ph.D.

Ariel Sharon z”l 1928-2014
His Life and Legacy

By Charles Stein

Interview with Nathan Lewin, Esq.
By Alexander Rein

Interview with Dr. Iddo Netanyahu
By Oliver Rein

Passover Across the Globe:
Diverse Customs Enrich the Holiday

By Carol Buckmann
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• Become a SCOPE sponsor
• Place an ad
• Contribute with an article
• Contribute with a photograph
• Show this issue to a friend
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Experts in
Snoring and Sleep Apnea Treatments

Open Sunday Through Friday

•฀General฀Dentistry
•฀Orthodontics

•฀Cosmetic฀Reconstructive฀Dentistry
•฀Complete฀Smile฀Rejuvenation

•฀Implant฀Surgery฀and฀Reconstruction
•฀Patented฀"Whitening฀For฀LIfe"฀Program

•฀Velscope฀Oral฀Cancer฀Detection
•฀Envision฀A฀Smile฀Digital฀Imaging

•฀Soft฀Tissue฀Laser฀Dentistry
•฀Pediatric฀Dentistry

•฀3D฀Digital฀CT฀Scanner

Written฀Up฀in฀NY฀Times,฀Best฀Dentists฀in฀America,฀
Who’s฀Who฀and฀the฀Queens฀Courier

Listed฀in฀New฀York฀Magazine฀-฀Best฀Doctors฀Issue

Dr. Scott Danoff
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine
Postgraduate Prosthodontic Degree
Chief of Prosthodontics at LIJ Hospital
Fellow of the International Academy for Dental Facial Esthetics

Dr. Laura Danoff
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine
Diplomate of the American Board of Orthodontics
Premier Provider of Invisalign - Top 5% of All Invisalign Providers
Awarded Top 25 Women in Dentistry in U.S.-2013

Dr. Kate Danoff Geft
New York University College of Dentistry
Residency at North Shore University Hospital
Chief Resident at LIJ Dental
Fourth Generation Dentist

Dr. Jaclyn Danoff Rudick
Case Western Reserve School of Dental Medicine
Residency at North Shore University Hospital
Fourth Generation Dentist

We฀now฀participate฀with:
AETNA
CIGNA
Delta
MetLife
Assurant
Ameritas
Guardian
United฀Concordia
Unicare
Principal฀Financial฀Group
DDS฀inc.
United฀Healthcare
Patriot฀Family฀Dental฀Plan
Ameriplan

Snoring and Sleep Apnea Center
of Queens and Nassau

฀www.44snore.com
844-44snore

(clockwise) Dr. Laura Danoff, Dr. Scott Danoff, 
Dr. Jaclyn Danoff Rudick & Dr. Kate Danoff Geft 
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Where is Your Dreidel?

By Stanley H. Fischer

When we were children we played dreidel with our par-
ents or friends on Chanukah - for peanuts or pennies.  In 
the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s we did not know of peanut al-
lergy. Only after the proliferation of children’s vaccines 
which were administered prior to the child being two 
years of age (post 1990) with the use of peanut oil as an 
adjuvant, did peanut allergy mushroom.  Factually, there 
was more than a tenfold increase between 2007 and 2009 
(from 416,000 to 4,500,000).  See History of The Peanut 
Allergy Epidemic by Heather Fraser. And of course with 
the decline of the value of the penny, who even picks up a 
penny found on the ground, there is little incentive to play 
for peanuts or pennies.

The origin of the spinning top game is unknown although 
there is some evidence of players in Babylonian times us-
ing blocks with the images of Ishtar and Ninurta (known 
to the Romans as Venus and Saturn). Some say the origin 
is India.
   
Many scholars recognize a gambling spinning top during 
Greek and Roman times with a polygonal body - frequent-
ly with four sides - marked with numbers or letters which 
would show the results of a spin.   The earliest body 
known was square (in some cases with a stick through 
the center) and inscribed on four sides by the letters A 
(Latin, auferre = take) indicating the player takes one from 
the pool, D (Latin, depone = put down) when a penalty 
needs be paid, N (Latin, Nihil = nothing) and T (Latin, Totum 
= all) when the entire pool is taken.  This has led some to 
believe that the Hasmoneans played the game thus con-
necting the game to Hanukkah. The game became known 
as teetotum or T- totum from the Latin Totum (all).

With the conquest of England by the Romans (approxi-
mately 43 C.E.) undoubtedly the game arrived with the II, 
IX. XIV and XX Roman legions. The letters evolved to be T 
for “take all”, H for “half”, P for “put down” and N for “noth-
ing.”

By the 16th century, the game was widespread in Europe 
and is one of the games shown in the painting Children’s 
Games by Peter Brueghel in 1560. See photo 1.
   
Joseph Strutt in his 1801 work on The Sports and Pastimes 
of the People of England states:

 When I was a boy, the tee-totum had only four
 sides, each of them marked by a letter, a T
 for take all, an H for half, that is of the stake;

Photo  1

Photo 2

Photo 3
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 an N for nothing; and a P for put down, that is, 
 a stake equal to that you put down at first. Toys of
 this kind are now made with many sides and letters.

And Lewis Carroll in his Through the Looking Glass (1871) 
when Alice spins about the Old Sheep Shop, the proprietor 
(the White Queen transformed into a sheep) asks, “Are you 
a child, or a teetotum?”

Perhaps the philosophical poem of William Ernest Henley 
(1849-1903) conveys the vagary of life and its ultimate re-
sult in his Double Ballade on the Nothingness of Things 
which opens with the lines:

 The big teetotum twirls,
 And epochs wax and wane
 As chance subsides or swirls;
 But of the loss and gain
 The sum is always plain.
 Read on the mighty pall,
 The weed of funeral
 That covers praise and blame
 The –isms and the –anities,
 Magnificence and shame:--
 “O Vanity of Vanities!”
             
When the game came to Germany the name changed to 
trendel.  And German letters substituted for the English: G 
for “ganz” (all), H for “halbe”  (half), N for “nichts” (nothing) 
and S for “stellen rein”(put in).  
 
As the Jewish communities adopted the game, the name 
changed to dreydl from the word “dreyen” (to turn) and 
the letters changed to the Hebrew alphabet. Thus “gim-
mel”, substituted for ganz,” nun” for nichts, “hey” for hal-
be and “shin” for stellen rein.

Perhaps because of unfamiliarity with the Yiddush mean-
ings traditions arose as to their meaning. Some claimed 
the 4 letters signified the four nations that sought to de-
stroy Israel - Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon), Gog (Greece), Ha-
man (Persia) and Seir (Rome).  I would recognize Seir as 
Edom (note Mount Seir) which is Esau (see Breisheis 36:1) 
instead of Rome.

The gematriya is 358 which is the value of the four letters 
in Moshiach. 358 is also the Hebrew phrase “God is King, 
God rules and shall rule.”

The current and popularly accepted mnemonic today is 
that the letters abbreviated the words neis gadol haya 
sham (a great miracle happened there) and thus is the 
connection to Hanukkah.

In Israel the game’s named changed to “sevivon” and the 
“S” or “shin” in Hebrew meaning “there” became a “pey”  
(P)  for “here” and thus “ A great miracle happened here.”
 

Photo  4

Photo  6

Photo  5
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The game is easy. At the beginning of each round every 
player contributes one piece to the pot. Each player spins 
the dreidel once during their turn (on a rotating basis).  
Depending on which side pf the dreidel is up, they either 
add to the pot, take from the pot or do nothing. Thus “gim-
mel” takes all, “hey” half, “nun” nothing and “shin” or “pey” 
contribute a piece to the pot (in some versions multiple 
pieces are contributed to the pot}.  The last player owns 
all the pieces and wins.            

In a learned mathematical proof Thomas Robinson and 
Sujith Vijay of the Department of Mathematics of Rutgers 
University have shown that the expected number of spins  
in a game of dreidel is  O(n2) where n is the number of 
game pieces each player begins with and O is  the number 
of players. See photo 2.

Collections of dreidels may be found at Yeshiva University 
and Temple Emanu-El in New York.  Photos 3, 4, 5, 6 and 
7 are dreidels from the author’s collection in silver, glass, 
wood and plastic.  
            
Variations of the original game have spawned including 
No Limit Texas Dreidel which is a cross between tradition-
al dreidel and Texas Hold’em Poker, invented by a Judaica 
company called Modern Tribe, Spinagogue, Staccabees 
and Maccabees are other games. There is even virtual 
dreidel game on the internet.
           
But what is spinning the dreidel without singing along:

 I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL

 I have a little dreidel
 I made it out of clay
 And when it’s dry and ready
 Then dreidel I shall play

 (Chorus)
 O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
 I made it out of clay
 And when it’s dry and ready
 Then dreidel I shall play!
                     
 It has a lovely body
 With legs so short and thin
 And when my dreidel’s tired
 It drops and then I win!

 (Chorus)                
 My dreidel’s always playful
 It loves to dance and spin
 A happy game of dreidel
 Come play now, let’s begin!

 (Chorus)
 

 SIVIVON,SOV,SOV,SOV

 Sivivon, sov, sov, sov
 Chanuka, hu chag tov
 Chanuka, hu chag tov
 Sivivon,sov,sov,sov.

 Chag simcha hu la-am           
 Nes gadol haya sham
 Nes gadol haya sham
 Chag simcha hu la-am.

 CHANUKA, CHANUKA

 Chanuka, Chanuka
 Chag yafeh kol kach
 Ohr chaviv, mi-savis
 Gil li-yeled rach.

 Chanuka, Chanuka
 Sivivon,sov,sov
 Sov,sov,sov! Sov,sov,sov!
 Ma nayim vi-tov.
               
                                          
 CHANUKA, OH CHANUKA

 Chanuka, Oh Chanuka, come light the menorah
 Let’s have a party, we’ll all dance the hora
 Gather round the table, we’ll all have a treat
 Sivivon to play with, and latkes to eat.

 And while we are playing
 The candles are burning bright
 One for each night, they shed a sweet light
 To remind us of days long ago
 One for each night, they shed a sweet light
 To remind us of days long ago.             
                   

Photo  7

Photography by Jacqueline Fischer
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Exploring Brooklyn:

Williamsburg & Clinton Hill
Excerpt from the recently published book,

The Brooklyn Nobody Knows, (Princeton University Press)

By William B. Helmreich

Gottlieb’s Deli is located at 352 Roebling Street. Forget 
Katz’s, Carnegie, and Second Avenue Deli icons. For truly 
authentic Jewish, glatt kosher food from the old country, 
this insider joint is the best - and inexpensive too.

Sometimes communities with shared values show signs 
of living in their own world and even make rules that 
cannot be easily applied to public establishments. For 
example, the posted dress code outside a Hasidic-owned 
takeout-food shop on Williamsburg’s Lee Avenue, warns, 
“No sleeveless, no shorts, no low-cut necklines allowed in 
this store.” I wonder if these rules are enforced, since the 
outsiders most apt to violate them would be shocked that 
they can’t dress as they please. A sign in another store 
window at 173A Lee Avenue orders, “Stockings whose 
color closely resembles the skin are not to be worn.” If 
you want to travel back in time and see what Eastern 
European Hasidic communities looked like, then tour all 
the side streets in this area. You’ll find dozens of schools, 
synagogues, and catering halls, jammed into this crowd-
ed areas, one that has one of the highest birth rates in 
the U.S. 

But, as in the rest of the city, no community, no matter 
how insular, can completely wall itself off from the world. 
This comes into sharp focus when you reach Flushing Av-
enue at the end of Lee Avenue. The street seems to divide 
the Hasidic neighborhood of Williamsburg from that of 
mostly black Bedford-Stuyvesant. If you stand on the ave-
nue where it runs between Nostrand and Marcy Avenues, 
it appears to starkly set off two distinct communities. On 
the south side is the New York City Housing Authority’s 
(NYCHA) Marcy Houses, low-income projects, predomi-
nantly black, where the rapper Jay-Z (the J and Z subway 
lines ran nearby) grew up. Here black kids shoot hoops 
in the park while adults sit on nearby park benches, en-
gaged in casual conversation or simply relaxing. On the 
north side of Flushing Avenue is the Hasidic community.

The recently built red brick apartment buildings have ter-
races from which I can see youngsters, wearing large 
black skullcaps and with side curls dangling by their 
ears, standing and animatedly talking and laughing. Some 
are intently watching the basketball game in progress. 
Do they harbor a secret desire to join the game? What a 
chasm between the two sides of the street, both cultur-
ally and economically! They’re in different universes. We 
know from what has happened in Crown Heights that Ha-

sidic Jews and blacks can get along fairly well. But these 
are the very insular Satmar Hasidim, not the Lubavitcher, 
whose turf is Crown Heights. They’re not into outreach.

Emerging from the C Train on Clinton Avenue, I enter the 
Country House diner on the corner of Fulton and Vander-
bilt Avenues and have a real New Yorker experience. Need-
ing a rest-room I decide to order an iced coffee I don’t 
really want. And then, spying a candy bar, I tell the heavy-
set man behind the counter that I’ve changed my mind 
and would like the candy bar instead. I also ask to use 
the rest room, at which point he says to me with a smile: 
“You don’t have to buy something if you just want to use 
the toilet.” I insist on the candy bar but add: “I guess if 
one minute I want a coffee and the next a candy bar, I’m 
giving away my reason for doing so.” “Yes, you did,” he ex-
claims, laughing. He’s a pleasant-looking man who exudes 
genuine warmth. His apron is multi-colored, evidence of a 
hard day’s work serving people. A Yankee cap is perched 
on his head above twinkling eyes and dark eyebrows. 

This vignette tells us something important. Not every-
one is into exchanging services for goods. Some are just 
genuinely nice people. Observing me glancing at the sign 
reading: “Bathrooms for customers only,” he adds, almost 
apologetically, “I only have this because, you know, some 
people come in here, they homeless and they’re really 
gonna mess up the bathroom and then it’s a big job clean-
ing it.” Fair enough. The man has his rules, but they follow 
a certain logic that includes the principle that you can be 
nice for no particular reason.

“Where are you from,” I ask, noting an accent.
“From the Middle East,” he answers, adding, after some 
prodding, “I’m Palestinian, but you know, my family’s
been in New York City since the 1890s. 
We run this diner, which is open 24/7. 
When I go home, my brother takes  over.”

This is yet another typical version of the immigrant dream. 
Over and over again I hear the gratitude felt by those who 
immigrated for this country. He’s a man in his fifties who 
didn’t finish high school. Joe tells me again, an oft heard 
refrain, that in the U.S. different cultures don’t matter 
because everyone tries and needs to get along - Jewish, 
Chinese, black.

“How do the gentrifiers and the locals get along here? 
Do they sit together in your place?” I ask.
“I see they avoid each other. They don’t have anything in 
common. But this is a good place. We even had well-
known people who came in here regularly, like Biggie 
Smalls. He lived around here and used to come in every 
day. Lil’ Kim came in here too. She was an exotic dancer 
and a rapper too, like Biggie.” This makes sense, as 
these two big-time players knew each other well. The 
meaning here is clear. If these people who could write 
their own ticket were customers, it must be a good 
place. And if you eat here, it’s like rubbing shoulders 
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with the rich and famous. By the way, if authenticity’s 
your thing you might want to stand in front of Biggie 
Smalls’ crib at nearby 226 St. James Place, Apartment 
3L. Biggie lived here with his mother for about 20 years. 
Today, his place has been converted into an expensive 
3-bedroom dwelling.

Walking up Classon Avenue, I turn left on Putnam Avenue 
and stare at an imposing structure, number 65, with a 
tall bright beige turret, surrounded by stone-inlaid grapes 
and other fruits, topped by a silver spire. A large, black-
lettered sign proclaims it to be the WORLD HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING OF THE INDEPENDENT UNITED ORDER OF MECHAN-
ICS - WESTERN HEMISPHERE INCORPORATED.

How many members do they really have? What does it 
mean to be a world headquarters? This grand-looking 
building, with paint peeling here and there, is still quite 
impressive. Its Romanesque architecture would fit in 
well on Washington or Clinton Avenues. Indeed, it’s land-
marked, like so much of Clinton Hill. Entering through the 
lobby, I strike up a conversation with a tall, elderly black 
man from the West Indies. To the side is an ad for a box-
ing match to be shown live in May in the organization’s 
social hall for free. “This group was started in 1878 and 
people still come to meetings, though it’s mostly to so-
cialize. Originally, it was called the Lincoln Club, a place 
for rich white folks. Then the Mechanics Order took it over 
after 1940 and made into a nice place for mechanics, a 
club where they could be themselves.”

“Could someone like me become a member?” I ask. 
He looks me over appraisingly and chuckles.
“Why not?” this said almost as a dare. He clearly doesn’t 
think I’m serious. But frankly if I had the time 
I’d join just for the experience. 
Apparently you no longer have to be a mechanic.
  
No community would be complete without its local char-
acters and I find one soon enough, on Waverly Avenue, 
near Greene Avenue, in the person of 74-year old Bob Ad-
ams, He’s a tall, still good-looking African-American gen-
tleman, with curly gray hair and a smile for everyone. He 
is standing in front of his garage, which houses his 1970s 
Lincoln continental, and manages to say hello to at least 
ten people in the half hour I spend with him. They range in 
age, race, and gender, but their faces all visibly brighten 
when he greets them. 

But even friendliness has its limits. I ask Bob: “What 
about the new gentrifiers? Are they friendly?” Bob seems 
momentarily taken aback by the question, almost as if 
he hadn’t considered it. 
“Well, it’s funny you should ask me that because a 
friend of mine lives in one of those mixed housing 
situations, with both rich and not so rich. And he tells 
me that the new people with money can be somewhat 
snobby, you know, like keep their distance. Of course, 
they might not have that much in common with people 

who have less. That’s always gonna be the case.” 

These comments highlight once again that gentrifiers 
may live among the common folk, right next to them in 
fact, but even with well-intentioned efforts at social engi-
neering, some barriers will always remain. 

I explore this issue further with artist Fred Terna, a 91 
year old Holocaust survivor who lives on Washington Av-
enue. “I was just invited to visit Dachau by the govern-
ment there, all expenses paid. I have mixed feelings about 
it, but I want to see it together with my son.”

“Well, at least this time it will surely be a round-trip,” I 
quip. Fred laughs appreciatively and says: “I’ll have to 
remember to tell them that.” I ask him how he survived 
the camps and he answers: “Pure luck. I have no idea 
how I made it; that, plus an optimistic attitude.” It 
was that optimistic attitude that led him and his wife, 
Rebecca Schiffman, a high risk obstetrician, to purchase 
a home in the 1980s. “Why did you choose this area? It 
was a high crime location then.”
“We actually wanted to be in Park Slope, but we couldn’t 
afford it. And it was a beautiful Italianate style home 
that had lots of potential.”
“What was it like?”
“A lot of crime. I was mugged twice. But I thought we 
would make it work. Like everything else in life, you do 
your best. We never dreamed then that it would become 
a really desirable and hot place.”
“Since there were few people like you moving in at the 
time, did you become friendly with the locals?”
“To some extent, but it wasn’t easy. We invited our neigh-
bors, who were black, over a few times and they eventually 
reciprocated. But we never could get really friendly with 
them, though they were basically nice people.”

These comments further amplify the problem. You can 
have the best of intentions, but the ingrained differences 
remain. It’s most likely to work best when each side is 
open to the idea of getting to know people outside their 
usual friendship circles. But even then it’s likely to feel 
like “work” or being a statistical oddity as an experiment-
er or outlier. When you have a serious conversation you 
end up explaining a bit too much about why you feel the 
way you do and there are bound to be areas or topics 
where you say to yourself ‘Don’t go there.’
  
My next experience further expands the complexity of 
gentrification. I’m walking on Classon Avenue, the east-
ern border between Clinton Hill and Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
when I pass a large, somewhat dull-looking apartment 
building that turns out to be exclusively populated by Ha-
sidic families. I’m surprised that they live this far away 
from the community, which is centered in Williamsburg 
around Lee and Flushing Avenues. And I’m even more 
surprised to learn that all the blocks in-between have 
a Hasidic presence too in what has been, until recently, 
an almost exclusively black and Hispanic section of Bed-
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The Real Me

By Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun

Our Torah sages were not only experts in all aspects of 
Jewish law, they were also, to a significant number, very 
much at home in their understanding of human behavior.  
They could reflect upon and pass judgement as to what 
makes us live our lives as we do.

They could also, even without PHD’s in psychology and the 
DSM to assist them offer suggestions and weigh in on ame-
liorating some of life struggles.

Depression has been with us perhaps from the beginning 
of creation.  It is not a phenomena.  Some of our greatest 
kings and leaders suffered bouts of melancholia.

In our daily prayer book we recite three times a day 
the prayer on beseeching God to remove from us yagon 
v’anocha, sighing and worry.

In the Talmud, two of our great sages tried to deal with this 
problem.  They offered two distinct but polar approaches to 
restore our emotional well-being.  And all this without a co-
pay.  The sages were Rav Ami and Rav Ashi, one inclined to 
believe that talking out the problem - Freud’s strongly held 
belief in the “talking cure”- would bring about relief.  Basi-
cally, it suggested get it off your chest, talk it out, get in 
touch with what really bothers you that will lead you back 
to improved mental health.

Our other Tanna was inclined to the very opposite meth-
odology.  He offered instead suppression and repression.  
Push it down more and more.  Don’t let it occupy your state 
of awareness.  Don’t let it occupy your thoughts and it will 
just go away.

I believe that Sigmund Freud embraced this argument 
through the philosophy of Socrates.  It was Socrates’ state-
ment that compels our consideration. He said that the 
“unexamined life is not worth living.”  He obviously did not 
subscribe to the use of so many of our defense mecha-
nisms that help us get through our struggles in life.  We, 
as having recently concluded out Penitential Services have 
experienced the exhortation that before God there is no 
hiding.  “You God know our most innermost thoughts.”  So 
we are told that we must come clean.  To do so there must 
be a purging of all the hidden agenda of our lives.

This would seem to fit nicely with Socrates.  Case closed!  
But not so fast.  We also as Jews have a Purim as well as a 
Yom Kippur where the very opposite behavior is called for.  

Stuy. I approach two young Satmar Hasidic men standing 
outside the building and ask them why they chose this 
location to settle in: 

“We needed space and we came here because it wasn’t 
expensive.”
“So how come you don’t go further into Clinton Hill?”
“Because we can’t afford it. The rich yuppies have moved 
in there, or you have young people from Missouri, Wis-
consin, who knows where, living six people in a three 
bedroom place, paying $800 each. We have families with 
eight kids with only one breadwinner. It’s economic war 
and we can’t compete with that. And now even Bed-Stuy, 
which is turning white, is becoming a problem with us 
affording it.”

This makes it clear that this is isn’t simply a battle be-
tween incoming gentrifiers versus poor Hispanic and 
black minorities, but Hasidim as well, who find their path 
to expansion blocked by wealthier people. Hemmed in by 
this group, they can expand only so far.

It’s only fitting that my trip should end half a block down 
on the corner, at Clinton Hill Pickles on 431 DeKalb Avenue. 
It was started by the owner’s of the legendary Guss’s 
Pickles on the Lower East Side, which served generations 
of mostly Jewish customers.  Perhaps the nearby Hasidim 
would enjoy it too, that is, with the right hechsher!
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Rabbi Kwalbrun recently retired from the active rabbinate after serving in that 

capacity for over fifty years.  He currently serves as Jewish Chaplain at Rikers 

Island Correctional Facility.  In addition to ordination from Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 

Theological Seminary, he holds a Masters Degree in Psychology from St. Johns 

University and is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. 

We have to dress up in costumes and fantasy. We don’t 
know from cursed be Haman and blessed by Mordechai. It’s 
time for cover-up, you can’t really know the real me.  Do I 
really want to know the real me?

Carl Jung, the eminent psychiatrist speaks about human 
beings possessing a persona and a shadow.  The persona 
(personality) is what we wish to offer others as a glimpse 
into ourselves.  It presents me as the picture of goodness 
and the epitome of rectitude.  Jung however introduces the 
shadow as well, which is another part of who we are.  The 
dark side that we try to cover up to protect our ego.

A colleague once delivered a Yom Kippur sermon in which 
he held his father in contempt for not being open with the 
family.  For role playing with his wife and children as he did 
with his congregants.  “I never got to know my father,” he 
bemoaned.

My own conclusion to his complaint about being a father 
somewhat hidden is clear.  I’m not convinced that Socrates 
is correct.  Do we really want to be in touch with the baser 
side of who we are?  Do we want our families to know 
about those characteristics that we ourselves invest in not 
knowing?

Projection, rationalization, repression are just a few of the 
defense mechanisms that we employ.  True it is that they 
serve as a crutch - but perhaps we could not walk without 
them.

We have much to learn from the two approaches of Rav Ami 
and Rav Ashi.

“Do we really want to be 
in touch with the baser side of 

who we are?”  

Member of the greatest generation

saw combat, witnessed liberation 

of death camps, warehousing of 

survivors as displaced persons.

A young man who had always

known the right thing to do 

returned stateside changed 

with deeper understanding. 

He continued his education

married, created a family, built 

a successful career. Accepted life’s

bounty with gratitude, its blows 

without complaint.

A heart open to anyone in need.

Volunteered to help with any task, 

none too difficult. Devotion to 

serving others, the core of his being. 

Lived a life that mattered. 

Teacher, mentor, selfless guide

touched my life with kindness,

friendship, and caring. A model of 

quiet dignity, optimism, love of life. 

I’m so glad we met. 

He’s left us now, called home

to reap the rewards of his good deeds. 

*This poem is a tribute to Sam Levitt z”l, who brought me into 

the SCOPE family.
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My Friend Sam*

By Annie Karpenstein
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Vermeer’s Ayshet Chayll

By Dr. Arnold Breitbart

She is robed in strength and dignity, and she smiles at the 
future.  Her light does not go out at night.  She opens her 
hands to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.  
A woman of valor, who can find?  She is more precious than 
corals.  She is Vermeer’s Ayshet Chayil.

Johannes Vermeer (1632-1675), a master of the Golden Age 
of Dutch painting, and the greatest artist of all time (well, 
at least one of my favorites) wasn’t Jewish, nor was he 
likely to have known many Jews.  His town of Delft did 
not even have a Jewish community until the 1800’s.  His 
paintings however, particularly “Young Woman with a Wa-
ter Pitcher” and “The Milkmaid,” epitomize the virtuosity of 
the Ayshet Chayil.

Although Vermeer likely had little direct contact with Jews, 
his contemporary and fellow Dutchman Rembrandt (1609-
1669), had extensive contact with Jews.  During a time 
in Amsterdam, Rembrandt lived near the Jewish quarter, 
where his neighbors and friends included the physician 
and poet Ephraim Bonus, and the influential scribe Rabbi 
Manasseh ben Israel.  These were among the population of 
Sephardic Jews who fled persecution in Spain and Portu-
gal, for the more religiously tolerant Holland.  Rembrandt’s 
subjects included his Jewish friends and patrons, as well 
as Jewish brides and Old Testament scenes.  He even had 
an interest in the study of Kabbalah.  Vermeer was prob-
ably aware of Rembrandt’s works, including those featur-
ing Jewish themes.  Vermeer was also likely influenced 
by Rembrandt through the works of Rembrandt’s student 
Carel Fabritius, painter of “The Goldfinch.”  Furthermore, 
brought up as a Calvinist, Vermeer was certainly very famil-
iar with the Hebrews of the Old Testament.

Which brings us back to Vermeer’s Ayshet Chayil.  As with 
the quintessential Ayshet Chayil, Vermeer’s subjects are 
seemingly modest, God-fearing and able.  In both “Young 
Woman with a Water Pitcher” and “The Milkmaid” the wom-
an are immersed in a soft light coming through the window, 
evocative of the lighting of the Shabbat candles.  There is 
a sense of warmth, pensiveness, intimacy and introspec-
tion.  The water pitcher in “Young Woman with a Water 
Pitcher” is a symbol of purity in a moment of her private 
life.  Similarly “The Milkmaid” honors the virtues of temper-
ance, purity and hard work. Temperance is represented by 
the traditional symbolic image of a woman pouring liquid, 
purity by the highly polished copper pot, and hard work by 
the actions of the woman.

Had Vermeer been invited to a Jewish home on a Friday 
night, he would have smiled knowingly within the intimate 
and pious setting, certainly appreciating the virtues of the 
Ayshet Chayil bringing in the holiness of the Shabbat.

“The Milkmaid” by Johannes Vermeer

“Young Woman with a Water Pitcher”  by Johannes Vermeer
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Great Neck Synagogue Kiddush Sponsorship Opportunities

Standard Kiddush Costs $1,000 in Mender Auditorium
6 Tables
Cakes/Cookies
Herring/Gefilte Fish
Assorted Salads
Crackers
Soda, Wine, Grape Juice, Two Bottles of Dewar

Upgraded Kiddush Costs $1,800 in Mender Auditorium
Everything in a Standard Kiddush
Plus Assorted Deli Platters

First Class Kiddush Costs $3,300 in Mender Auditorium
7 Tables
Everything in an Upgraded Kiddush
Plus 14 Trays of Hot Food Items (e.g. chulent, kugel, meatballs, mini hotdogs)
Upgraded Scotch (Two Bottles)
Additional trays available at $100/tray 

Kiddush Club Annual Membership Fee $400 in Chalfin Room
Assorted food served, including meat dishes

Tomchei Shabbos Kiddush in Room 110

Cholent served 
(money collected for cholent is donated by Rabbi Moskowitz to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens) 
Additonal catering is available

To sponsor a Kiddush, please contact Mark Twersky at mtwersky@gns.org or (516)487-6100. 
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GNS Bowling Night
GNS BOWLING EVENT IS HUGE SUCCESS!

On Saturday night, November 12, over 100 people 

attended the second GNS bowling night planned by 

the New Members Committee. Members and new 

members mingled, bowled and enjoyed a delicious 

dairy dinner catered by Green Olive Kosher Pizza. 

The top five men’s and women’s bowlers won a GNS 

bowling pin prize. Three couples were top scorers 

in both the men’s and women’s contests! If you’re 

hoping for a rematch, save the date of November 11, 

2017 for the third annual GNS bowling event!

 

Top women’s bowlers

1st Place - Barrie Lev - 143

2nd Place - Jayne Altman - 131

3rd Place - Katie Geft - 123

4th Place Tie - Dara Pfeffer and Aliza Sassoon - 112

 

Top men’s bowlers

1st Place - Nadav Geft - 187

2nd Place - Joe Rosenthal - 177

3rd Place - Arik Hirschfeld - 165

4th Place - Andy Pfeffer - 159

5th Place - Benji Neren - 151

 

Caption and Photo credit: Nadine Shatzkes
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Winston Churchill and Zionism

- A Lifelong Passion

By Carol Buckmann

“It is manifestly right that the Jews, who are scattered 
all over the world, should have a national center and 
a National Home where some of them may be reunited.  
And where else could that be but in this land of Pales-
tine, with which for more than 3000 years they have been 
intimately and profoundly associated?” 

This statement was made by Winston Churchill in Jerusa-
lem in 1921 to Palestinian Arab leaders who were hoping 
for a complete halt to Jewish immigration.  

Winston Churchill is remembered for his many political 
accomplishments, including, of course, his leadership 
during World War II and his prescience in recognizing the 
Nazi and Communist threats.  However, Churchill was also 
ahead of his time in his unwavering support of the Bal-
four Declaration and a Jewish homeland in Palestine, in 
marked contrast to other British leaders.  While his record 
was not perfect, and he envisioned for much of this time 
that the Jewish homeland would come about only after 
gradual immigration made Jews a majority of the inhab-
itants, his support was vocal and steady over a period 
beginning in the early 1900’s and spanning many decades 
until his death.  

Churchill’s role as an English Zionist has often been over-
shadowed by his other historical accomplishments. A 
prominent British historian who is himself Jewish, Mar-
tin Gilbert, sought to remedy this omission in a book ex-
amining Churchill and his support of the Jewish state. 
(Churchill and the Jews, A Lifelong Friendship.) Other 
historians have now added their own voices to echo 
Gilbert’s assessment. 

Swimming Against the Tide
Why was Churchill’s position different from other politi-
cians in his social class? Jews were at the time a small 
and unfavored segment of British society.  In Churchill’s 
early years, Jews constituted only 7/10 of 1% of the British 
population.  Jews had only been permitted to sit in the 
House of Commons in 1858, 16 years before Churchill was 
born, and Benjamin Disraeli could not have become Prime 
Minister if he had not converted to Anglicanism.  However, 
unlike many of his compatriots, Churchill had regular in-
teractions with Jews.  His father, Lord Randolph Churchill, 
was known and sometimes chided by his contempo-
raries for having many Jewish friends.  Through his fam-
ily Churchill knew Nathaniel Rothschild, the first Jewish 
member of the House of Lords, and the banker Sir Ernest 
Cassel.  This may have helped to insulate him from the an-
ti-Semitic sentiments that were then common in British 

society.  Churchill’s wide reading also led him to develop a 
deep respect for Jewish law and the contributions of Jews 
to Western civilization. For example, he wrote an article 
in 1931 called “Moses: the Leader of a People” in which he 
called Moses “the greatest of the prophets” who received 
a remarkable code upon which the religious, moral and 
social life of the nation was based.  In 1961, he presented 
a copy of that article to Prime Minister Ben-Gurion. 

Early Political Experiences
Churchill came to represent the Manchester area in Par-
liament from 1900 to 1908.  One-third of the Manchester 
community voters were Jewish.  In Manchester, Churchill 
met important Jewish constituents including Nathan 
Laski, Joseph Dulberg and even Chaim Weizmann. He dis-
tinguished himself by publicly opposing and becoming 
instrumental in the defeat of the Aliens Bill which would 
have restricted immigration.

Churchill stood behind the Balfour Declaration promis-
ing a homeland to the Jews.  While Colonial Secretary, he 
also had the experience of visiting Jerusalem and Gaza 
together with the Protector, Sir Herbert Samuel, and Law-
rence of Arabia.  By actually meeting with Arab leaders. 
Churchill was able to see and gauge the reasonableness 
of the Arab positions.  When in Gaza, Churchill was even 
met with cries in Arabic of “Down with the Jews” and “Cut 
their throats,” though it is not clear that either Churchill 
or Samuel understood what was being said.  In addition 
to photos of these meetings, which are easily found on-
line, there are some moving pictures of Churchill digging 
holes to plant trees in the desert during this trip. Churchill 
chided the Arab leaders who wanted the Balfour Declara-
tion repealed and Jewish immigration stopped with the 
following words:

“The Jews have a far more difficult task than you.  You 
have only to enjoy your own possession; but they have to 
try to create out of the wilderness, out of barren places, 
a livelihood for the people they bring in…they were in Pal-
estine many hundreds of years ago.  They have always 
tried to be there. They have done a great deal for the 
country.  They have started many thriving colonies and 
many of them wish to go and live there.  It is to them a 
sacred place.” 

Churchill stepped forward in 1922 when the House of 
Lords voted 60-29 to repudiate the Balfour Declaration as 
contrary to the wishes of the majority of the people of 
Palestine.  On July 4, 1922, he gave a stirring speech to the 
House of Commons in which he stated:

“I appeal to the House of Commons…to stand faithfully to 
the undertakings which have been given in the name of 
Britain, and interpret in an honorable and earnest way 
the promise that Britain will do her best to fulfill her 
undertakings to the Zionists.”

Churchill’s speech resulted in a reversal of the House of 
Lords vote.  Only 35 votes were recorded in the House 
of Commons against his position.  In historian Martin Gil-
bert’s opinion, if Churchill had done nothing else to sup-
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port a Jewish homeland, this speech would have cement-
ed his position as a crucial figure in the formation of the 
State of Israel.

Churchill and the Holocaust
As the Nazis moved to consolidate their power, Churchill 
anticipated the Holocaust with the same foresight he 
showed in other political areas and well before other 
politicians. He also saw the hand of the Nazis behind the 
Arab revolts in the nineteen thirties. In 1936, Churchill 
urged Parliament to allow as many Jews into Palestine 
as necessary. However, the House of Commons shut the 
door on Jewish immigration to Palestine in May of 1939, 
voting to allow only 75,000 Jewish immigrants to enter 
Palestine over a period of 5 years, with further immigra-
tion to be subject to Arab consent. Churchill called this 
act “…a betrayal of the Balfour Declaration and a shameful 
act of appeasement.” At a meeting of the War Cabinet in 
1940, Churchill pushed unsuccessfully to arm the Jews of 
Palestine and enlist them in the war effort.  He believed 
that Jews also needed to be armed to protect themselves 
from Arabs who shared Germany’s goal of eliminating 
their existence.  In August of 1941, Churchill announced in 
a radio broadcast that “Jews in whole districts are being 
exterminated” and that “we are in the presence of a crime 
without a name.”  He spoke out consistently about the 
looming threat to Jewish existence, in marked contrast to 
the other major politicians of his day.  

Post War Support
Once World War II came to an end, Churchill devoted his 
efforts to making the Jewish state a reality, notably by 
trying to get the cooperation of Saudi King Saud through 
financial inducements.  However, his premiership ended 
in July of 1945, and the return of Clement Attlee and the 
Labour Party to power stymied these efforts. Although 
the Jewish state came into existence on May 14, 1948, six 
months later the Labour Government still had not recog-
nized it. Full formal recognition did not, in fact, come un-
til 1950. Churchill, as opposition leader, forcefully urged 
the Labour Party to act, chiding it for having broken its 
word in Palestine “and by indescribable mismanagement…
brought us into widespread hatred and disrepute there 
and in many parts of the world.”  Churchill urged the new 
state “to preserve close association with the Book.”

During the Suez Canal blockade by Egypt, Churchill made 
it clear to the Foreign Office that, “I do not mind it being 
known here or in Cairo that I am on the side of Israel 
and her ill treatment by the Egyptians.”  Churchill admired 
the IDF, and wanted to supply Israel with more jetcraft 
than the Foreign Office wished in order to make Israel 
the center of a regional system of defense against the 
Soviet Union. 

Looking Back at a Lifetime’s Record
Although he was not the author of the Balfour Declaration, 
Winston Churchill was its most constant, committed and 
unwavering supporter in Britain.  He pursued this course 
although it gave him no clear political advantage and de-
spite opposition within Parliament and his own cabinet 

because he thought that it was the right thing to do.  
When his efforts failed, it was often due to circumstances 
beyond his control.  To the end of his life, Churchill re-
mained friendly with veteran Jewish and Zionist figures 
he had known throughout the years.  Churchill referred 
to himself as “an old Zionist,” but his emotional attach-
ment to the Jewish people was such that he could more 
accurately have called himself “a passionate old Zionist.”

(above)
Winston Churchill, T.E. Lawrence 

and the Emir Abdullah, 1921.
©Matson Photo Service

(right)
Churchill, with shovel, 

Tree planting ceremony on 
site of Hebrew University, 

Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, 1921.

(below)
Emir Abdullah of Transjordan 

shaking hands with Mrs. Churchill, 
Winston Churchill standing 

next to Mrs. Churchill, 
Government House, Jerusalem.

©Photos American Colony
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Of Dreidels (Svivonim), Gelt (Kesef) 

and Latkes (Sufganiyot)

By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.

Chanukah is a fascinating festival, particularly for chil-
dren. How fortunate they are to play “spin the top,” happy 
to receive small coins and munch on delicious jelly do-
nuts. Well, at least this is the Israeli custom.

In the diaspora, dreidel spinning is a simple game. The 
most important of the four letters is “nun” for it refers to 
the “nes,” the miracle of Chanukah. And as for jelly donuts 
which surpass those of Dunkin’ Donuts, they opt for fried 
potato pancakes with apple sauce or sour cream, depend-
ing upon a dairy or a meat meal.

But for Jews, Chanukah is a special opportunity to recall 
the dedication of the polluted Holy Temple in Jerusalem in 
the year 166 BCE.

Alexander the Great, the Macedonian conqueror of most of 
the world, had died and his empire was divided between 
two of his faithful generals, Ptolemy and Seleucus. Ptol-
emy ruled the land of Egypt and its surroundings while 
Seleucus ruled Syria and the lands adjacent to it.

From 169 BCE to 166 BCE, Antiochus Epiphanes (the great), 
whom the Jews called Epimanes (the madman) sat on the 
Syrian throne. It was his sole desire to Hellenize the lands 
over which he ruled, bringing Greek culture and customs 
in an effort to unify his empire. If all peoples could speak 
Greek, dress like the Greeks, eat like the Greeks, there 
would be a total unity of the various nations which 
he ruled.

The Jews of Judea, at least a majority of them, did not 
object to speaking Greek, dressing like Greeks and follow-
ing Greek customs. No more so, for example, than Ameri-
can Jews who speak English as do the Gentiles, dress in 
modern garb as do the Gentiles, and celebrate American 
secular holidays like Thanksgiving as the Gentiles do.

Rebellion began only when Antiochus compelled the Jews 
to worship the Greek god Zeus and to offer pagan sac-
rifices to the gods. He outlawed circumcision, kosher 
food, and observance of Saturday as Shabbat upon pain 
of death.

It was this forced desecration of Jewish religious life that 
gave rise to the war against Hellenism, led by the priest 
Matityahu of Modin and his sons. Upon his death he was 
succeeded by his son Judah the Hasmonean who, after a 

long battle, routed the Greeks out of Judea, cleansed the 
destroyed tabernacle and altars of the holy Temple, and 
declared an eight day festival of re-dedication (Chanukah). 

The eight day festival was not attributed to a legend of a 
miraculous cruse of pure oil, sufficient to last one day but 
lasted for eight days. It was chosen because during the 
previous eight day festival of Sukkot the Jews had been 
unable to worship in the Temple. Chanukah therefore be-
came Sukkot for eight days in 165 BCE.

It is interesting to note that of the 24 books in our Jew-
ish Bible, there is absolutely no mention of Chanukah. The 
early rabbis objected to the Maccabean rule. Chanukah 
is the only holiday never mentioned in Jewish religious 
literature.

The Talmud speaks of it in two words “Ma Chanukah?”  
What is Chanukah?

Had it not been for the Maccabean victory over Antiochus 
and Hellenism, we Jews today might be Greek speakers 
rather than speakers of Hebrew.

Chanukah, however, is described in lengthy detail in the 
two volumes of the Book of Maccabees found in the 14 
books of the Apocrypha, the books which the rabbis who 
edited the Bible in Yavneh (Jamnia) in 70 CE chose to 
exclude from the Hebrew Bible (Tanach). It is written in 
Greek and was favored by the Hellenistic Greek speaking 
Jewish community of Alexandria.

Chanukah was the first battle ever fought anywhere in 
the world only for the purpose of religious freedom. Be-
fore and after, wars had been fought for power, for land, 
for wealth and for empire building. Not so Chanukah. 



SCOPE Chanukah 2016

27

The Jews were comfortable speaking and dressing like 
Greeks. It was only when the Jewish religion was in dan-
ger of being eliminated did the Jews rise up to defend our 
holy Torah and its laws.

Dreidels, gelt and latkes put a happy memorial to a great 
historic event. Candles glow in the menorahs (chanukiot) 
for each of the eight nights. We place them in the win-
dow to proclaim our victory to all the world.  By doing so 
we are fulfilling the real meaning of Chanukah. It is a re-
dedication of our lives to the sacred truths of our ancient 
yet modern faith in one God.

This year, unhappily, there will be one candle missing 
from our menorah. The light, brightness, hope and inspira-
tion which it gave us, is no more. The light has faded and 
flickered out forever. We bless the memories.

“Dreidels, gelt and latkes 
put a happy memorial to 
a great historic event.”

I
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Shabbat Afternoon

Learning Group
By Ilana Kroll

It began around the dining room table one Shabbat after-
noon with two 12 year old boys and one great idea.  After 
zemiros and learning a mishna or two at the table, my 
husband, Jonathan, suggested that the boys come back 
one hour before mincha to begin learning every week be-
fore their bar mitzvah year.

The next week saw those two boys again at the table and 
we thought - okay let those boys bring friends. And so it 
was that the Shabbat Afternoon Learning was born. 

From learning to basketball to eating and schmoozing, 
the group soon began to see that their fathers were also 
interested in attending.  The group finally outgrew the 
dining room table and Rabbi Polakoff was kind enough to 
allow the group to use the Quiet Learning Room at Great 
Neck Synagogue.  

To date, the group has completed Masechet Shekalim, 
Taanit, Megillah and part of Pirkei Avot. The Great Neck 
Synagogue has been host to the siyumim, with a celebra-
tory seudah usually following the Shabbat event.

Jonathan Kroll would like to thank all the families who 
have shared their children with him and the many fathers 
who have chosen to join the class as well.

We look forward to many more wonderful years of siyu-
mim with an ever-expanding group
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Shine Your Light!

By Ben Yehoshua

LeIlui nishmat Mr. Stanley Silverstein z”l (Chaim Zelig 
Osher ben Michoel), a humble giant amongst men, who 
paved the path to a bright future for tomorrow’s Jewish 
people - our children and siblings.

If today were your last day, what message would you 
leave behind?
What would be your single, most pressing desire?
What would be your legacy?

A Jew is like a candle. Some shine just enough light to take 
care of themselves and their immediate surroundings, 
and when their time is up, their light goes out forever. Yet 
others, such as Mr. Silverstein z”l, shine with a light that 
burns forever and is never extinguished. Some Jews live 
in a way that brings light to others’ lives, and thus ensure 
that this light is passed on to the next generation - to the 
future luminaries of our world. It is the “Pinteleh Yid,” that 
little spark burning in the depths of every Jewish soul, 
which characterizes our nation in such a special way. This 
spark brings the best out of each person, even when they 
are faced with the darkest and most difficult challenges 
in life. Nobody wants to succeed in their mission more 
than a motivated Jew does. In the English language, we 
describe that feeling of longing and intense desire as a 
“burning passion;” it is with the flame of this desire for 
that which we so dearly yearn for that we are able to light 
up the world - each person in his very own way.  It is up 
to us to make sure that our light brings out the best in 
this world, and does not go to waste on the frivolous and 
mundane trivialities that this world has to offer. 

There is nowhere that we may truly feel the depth of this 
message in a more palpable way than in the holiday of 
Chanukah.

Why are we so transfixed by the Chanukah candles? Why 
is it a mitzvah to watch their light shine in our homes? 
Perhaps the lesson to be learned is that is it a Jew’s obli-
gation to emulate these lights. Like the shamash candle, 
one must spread the light of Torah, mitzvot, and good 
deeds to others, so that they in turn can spread Hash-
em’s light throughout the world. The increasingly larger 
number of candles that we light every night show us that 
when the proper effort is invested, our light will only be-
come stronger. Yet, by our mitzvot as with the Chanukah 
candles, we are not permitted to derive personal benefit 
from them in this world. We are only meant to observe 
them. Just as we add another light to our menorah on 
every day of the holiday, so too are the paths of our lives 
illuminated with endless opportunities of spiritual growth 
on a daily basis. 

Mr. Silverstein’s light will never be extinguished. I see 
his light shining in my younger siblings’ eyes when they 
come home from Silverstein Hebrew Academy of Great 
Neck (Chabad Elementary and Middle School). Before my 
very eyes, I see the passing of the torch from the elders 
of our nation to the next generation. I see the legacy of 
a man who will live forever through his tremendous acts 
of charity and far-reaching good deeds. I see a light that 
illuminates my world.

If today were your last day, what message would you 
leave behind?
What would be your single, most pressing desire?
What would be your legacy?

Moshe Rabeinu teaches us the answer to these aforemen-
tioned questions. Moshe was the pinnacle of human and 
personal perfection. He was a king who lived out his days 
to the fullest, and was the only living man to ever speak 
to G-d directly, “face to face.” Perhaps, knowing the mes-
sage that he left behind will illuminate our eyes with the 
proper outlook on life.

In Parashat Ha’azinu, Moshe finishes his final song to the 
Jewish people with a single request. Moshe was tremen-
dously wealthy, but he did not discuss the allocation of 
his assets to his inheritors. He was king over the entire 
Jewish people, but had already discussed (very briefly) 
the successor to his throne. 

Moshe’s most pressing concern and request immediately 
before his death was that the older generation should take 
to heart the Torah that Moshe had taught them, and that 
they should pass it on to their children. Upon concluding 
his song to all of the Jewish people, Moshe declares his fi-
nal creed. He tells the nation, (Parashat Ha’azinu, Devarim 
ch.32 v.46-47) “apply your hearts to all the words that I 
testify…so that you command them to your children to be 
careful to perform all the words of this Torah…for it is not 
a teaching that is empty for you, for it is your life…” 

Rashi comments on this verse that one of the main goals 
of our lives is the education of our children. Our task as 
parents, siblings, and role models is to teach our youth to 
walk in the ways of Hashem. It is not just a “nice thing” 
to study and fulfill the Torah; it is literally the purpose of 
our lives!  We are obligated not only to live it and to learn 
it, but to teach it to our children as well. “Ki lo davar rek 
hu mikem - for it is not a teaching that is empty for you.” 
Rashi HaKadosh explains that If you feel that it is empty, 
that is not so.  Do not read “mikem” as “for you,” but rather 
as “of you.” It is not Torah that is empty, rather it is you 
who is lacking and empty of Torah. When one compre-
hends the severity and depth of Rashi’s words, he should 
tremble inside and make an assessment of his life’s goals 
and direction.

Moshe understood that all of our accomplishments will 
never matter if we do not pass on our laws, hashkafa 
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(outlook), and aspirations to the next generation. The light 
of a candle that does not pass on its flame is ultimately 
extinguished forever. Moshe, who is likened to the sun, 
understood this, and made sure that the “EshDat” - the fi-
ery Torah - received directly from Hashem would be burn-
ing forever in our hearts. This Torah is not just for the 
kids; it is for us - the adults - to live and to breathe, for the 
children to absorb, and for the bygone generations to rev-
el in as well.  It is for us to fill our lives with, and up to us 
to illuminate the straight path for our children with it. “To-
rah tziva lanu Moshe morasha kehilat Ya’akov” (Parashat 
V’zot Haberacha, Devarim ch.33 v.4) - Moshe commanded 
the Torah to us, it is the inheritance of the entire commu-
nity of the descendants of Yaakov! This Torah belongs to 
all of us!  It is for the entire kehilla (community) to partake 
in, not just specific demographics amongst us. 

The privilege of reveling in and revealing the light of Torah 
is what makes us special; it is the very thing that gives 
us the ability to cleave to our Creator! The Torah is what 
makes a Jew, a Jew. When we say Birkot HaShachar, one 
of the blessings is “she’loh asani goy” - we thank Hashem 
for not creating us as gentiles. We also see that there is 
seemingly no flip side to this blessing - we do not see 
anywhere where we explicitly thank Hashem for creating 
us as Jews! Upon closer inspection, we see that there is 
such a concept in the morning blessings, albeit in a way 
that teaches us an extremely significant lesson. After the 
morning blessings we say Birkot HaTorah, which proclaim 
how it is the Torah that Hashem gave us that makes us 
His special, chosen nation. We bless Hashem for how He 
“sanctified us with His commandments, and commanded 
us on Divrei Torah (discussion and study of the Torah).” 
We then ask Him to make these Torah teachings dear to 
us and beg that “we, our offspring, and our offspring’s 
descendants should all know of His great name and that 
we should study Torah for its own sake.” Finally, we bless 
Hashem for “choosing us from amongst all nations, and 
giving us His Torah!” 

The Torah is not just a set of ideas - it is a guide for our 
lives. Through the lens of the Torah, our vision is cor-
rected, and we can see the world as it really is. There 
was once a Roman named Turnus Rufus who was argu-
ing with the great Rebbe Akiva (Bava Batra 10a). This Ro-
man claimed that anyone who gives charity to the poor 
is rebelling against Hashem. He likened the poor man to 
a servant that the king threw into the dungeon, and then 
decreed that anyone who helped this servant would be 
punished. His reasoning was that since Hashem - the King 
- decreed that this man be poor, nobody has the author-
ity to support him since this would go against the king’s 
decree. Rebbe Akiva told him that this reasoning would be 
true if we were like slaves to Hashem. In reality, it is more 
accurate to say that we are His children, as we see in the 
verse, “…thus said Hashem, Yisrael is my firstborn son.”  
(Shemot ch. 4 v.22) As such, not only is the charity giver 

not punished, but he is also rewarded! The rabbi explained 
this by means of a parable. The rabbi explained that Ru-
fus’ parable needed to be changed. He said that since the 
poor man is the king’s son, then even when the prince 
is exiled, the king still has tremendous love for his son. 
The king would surely reward the one who cares for the 
exiled prince, since after all, he is still the king’s son! So 
too is it with us. Even though Hashem sometimes decrees 
poverty or any other difficulty upon a person, He must 
surely rejoice when He sees someone else coming to care 
for the one who is suffering! In our generation, many of 
us are hungry for Torah. Every day, more and more Jews 
wake up and realize that although they always ensured 
that they are physically well fed, their souls have been 
starving for many years. Each one of us has not only the 
ability, but also the obligation to teach our brethren how 
to satiate their souls. This can only by properly done by 
seriously investing in our Torah learning, by honing in on 
that essential aspect of our spiritual growth. 

After the Holocaust, Rabbi Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, zt”l 
(former Rosh Yeshiva of Ponivezh Yeshiva) travelled across 
Europe seeking the many Jewish children who were hid-
den away in churches during the war. Unfortunately, 
since many of these children were very young when their 
parents hid them in the church, few of them even remem-
bered that they were Jews. When the rabbi would enter 
the church’s vicinity, he would ask the priests if there 
were any Jewish children there, which they obviously ve-
hemently denied. He then called out towards the children 
“Shma Yisrael Hashem Elokenu Hashem Echad,” where-
upon the memories of the Jewish children was refreshed, 
and they remembered that they were Jews. 

Let us remember who we really are. Let’s wake each other 
up, and live meaningful lives filled with Torah. Let us feed 
our souls and not let ourselves starve by going even a day 
without delving in the precious gift that Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu has given us!

If today were your last day, what would message 
would you leave behind?
What would be your single, most pressing desire?
What would be your legacy?

So now, what will you do with your light? Hashem gives 
each of us a certain amount of days in which to light up 
His world. The light of a candle whose flame is passed on 
- that goes on to light up the lives of others - can never 
be extinguished. Let us learn from Moshe Rabeinu; let us 
learn from Mr. Silverstein. Raise your torch, and pass it on 
to those little candles - the next generation of the Jewish 
people - that are waiting to be kindled by you. 

As Rav Lipman Podolsky used to say, “May it be Hashem’s 
will that we should live life as it should be lived.”

Chag Sameach and good luck!
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The Chaverim Center

By Fred Shaw

TThe Chaverim Center, introduced at the end of 2015, con-
tinues its bi-weekly innovative programs every other 
Wednesday year round from 11:30 to 2:00 pm in the Braun 
Youth Center.  The dates are posted in each Shabbat An-
nouncements and online on the GNS website.

The summer months featured a spirited - but civil - mock 
political debate with the Republican and Democrat Presi-
dential “candidates.”  Rabbis Polakoff and Jensen, masked 
and appropriately attired as Hillary and Donald and using 
their best impersonating skills, filled their roles so admi-
rably that many in the attentive audience were genuinely 
surprised when their real identities were revealed.  The 
next meetings leading up to the High Holidays engaged 
the group in preparing food for Rosh Hashanah for the 
shul’s “Pass it Forward” Hunger Initiative.  Sharing recipes 
and bringing in vegetables, chickens, and other ingredi-
ents, we chopped and  peeled, and produced 80 quarts 
of soup and 13 quarts of stew that were then frozen for 
delivery to needy families in time for Yom Tov.  Accompa-
nying the portions in the packages were New Year’s cards 
that we handcrafted as well.  This project was a delight 
for the group as it brought us all closer together in an act 
of chessed.  Chaverim’s schedule began anew in Novem-
ber 2016 after the conclusion of the holidays.

Chaverim is designed to meet a heretofore unacknowl-
edged need for a welcoming, multigenerational socializ-
ing activity that appeals to diverse tastes and interests 
within the synagogue.  The gatherings are increasingly 
popular.  GNS invites all to enjoy our stimulating presen-
tations that begin with a Dvar Torah and feature interac-
tive workshops, discussions, games and much more, ac-
companied by delicious complimentary lunches.  

Our creative co-chairs Cindy Hodkin, Michelle Berman, 
Erica Zucker Heisler and Naeema Pomerantz search out 
offerings to meet a diversity of desires and welcome sug-
gestions as to what may meet a general interest.  Each 
program presents a lecture or discussion on such sub-
jects as how to follow a healthy lifestyle, current events, 
Israel and issues of concern to Jews here at home and 
worldwide, history, popular culture and more.  Speakers 
are authorities in their fields, from within GNS ranks and 
without, who volunteer to share their expertise.   Partici-
pants can also select from cards and games like canasta 
and bridge, backgammon, scrabble, mah-jongg, bingo; join 
in the monthly book club discussion; learn computer skills, 
and just schmooze.   Rabbi Jensen’s NSHA Middle School 
tech savvy students are on hand to give individual atten-

Committee members:

Michelle Berman 
(516)697-0522 
Michberman@gmail.com

Erica Zucker Heisler 
(917)686-9925 
Ezh624@aol.com

Cindy Hodkin 
(516)317-9632 or (516)482-7771 
Koshercookinggn@gmail.com

Naeema Pomerantz 
(516) 457-0551 
Naeemap118@gmail.com

Ellen Polakoff 
(516)317-7338 
espp40@gmail.com

Katie Lichter
(347)596-0179 
katielichter@gmail.com

Come Join Us!

tion on how to use iPads and cell phones and to learn 
how to play games online.  Nor do you need to be a teen 
to instruct anyone with this skill set, come join us too!

Donations of games for the center such as cards, scrab-
ble, backgammon, chess, checkers, boggle or a favorite 
you would like to play on game day are gratefully ac-
cepted.  Chaverim’s formula for bringing people together 
has attracted the notice of Great Neck’s Jewish commu-
nity. Guests are warmly received.  To assure that all who 
desire can attend, the committee can arrange rides for 
those requesting transportation.

Sponsorship for lunches and programs is appreciated and 
encouraged.  It is a meaningful way to honor or remember 
loved ones.   Call or email Naeema Pomerantz (see below), 
for sponsorship opportunities.  Naeema was first a donor 
to Chaverim in tribute to her beloved mother but found 
that working on sponsorship initiatives was a comforting 
way to perpetuate her mother’s memory.   She heartily en-
dorses sponsorship as personally rewarding and recom-
mends that the GNS community include it in their giving 
decisions for the satisfaction it affords. In fact, Naeema’s 
commitment to Chaverim has resulted in her becoming 
a co-chair, assiduously raising funds and contributing to 
making each event memorable.
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Vulnerability 

By Robyn Spector-Blumner LCSW

Human beings for the most part are protective creatures 
and attempt to shield themselves from danger, injury 
or fear. The latter component, fear is the unknown, the 
mysterious, the hidden sometimes unconscious part of 
a person that somehow prefers to “sleep” or remain un-
touched. We call that part of ourselves vulnerable, pieces 
or that piece which is susceptible to physical or emotion-
al injury, hurt or wound. Many examples are presented 
when one cannot speak about certain topics or cannot 
attend different events, etc.

My experience working with sick individuals and groups 
found that when asking people to visit the sick, it was 
sometimes met with their own vulnerabilities of death 
and dying. As a practitioner it was interesting to turn my 
attention to a potential visitor who then became a client 
dealing with their own fears.

I recently accompanied a friend to receive her chemo-
therapy treatment at Memorial Sloan Kettering. Because 
of her young age, she was still relegated to the pediatric 
division. These were some of my observations:

Parents and children walking into the IV room calmly 

Hairless children smiling 

Children playing in the playroom area appearing 
content - most lost their hair.

One child crying and pleading with his father not 
to enter the IV room to get treatment. His father 
reassured him that this would be his last time.

Children coming in and out for the four or so hours 
I was there as a routine.

My friend that day had her own complications, but they 
were finally worked out as many cancer patients experi-
ence. Every disease has their challenges and setbacks; 
however most of her family and friends have a very posi-
tive outlook which truly is a blessing. In the context of 
a cancer hospital per se, everyone is sharing the same 
situation so that it is a communal experience for all.  In a 
sense that vulnerability is a shared one which may make 
it a bit more acceptable to undergo.
     
Taking risks of any kind is always a challenge, meeting 
new people, visiting sick people with varied diseases, go-
ing to a new environment, beginning a new job etc.  It 
touches the part of most people’s fear of the unknowns 
and taps into their trapped vulnerabilities. It is a great 
quest for anybody to reach for and develop their positive 

strengths.

The holiday of Chanukah certainly reminds us of a time 
when our people were facing great perils and they cer-
tainly took risks to insure our continuity as a people. Who 
was more vulnerable than the Maccabees at that time? 
May we always merit from good health and kindness so 
that we can continue to provide the proper services to the 
cholim in our community!

Chanukah Sameach!

“Taking risks of any kind is al-
ways a challenge...It touches the 
part of most people’s fear of the 
unknowns and taps into their 

trapped vulnerabilities.”
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For over eighty-five years, Showcase Kitchens has created 

thousands of innovative kitchens and fine custom cabinetry.  

We are a family-owned and service-driven company 

with a stellar reputation for honesty and integrity.  

Our kitchen and bath designers can create any style that you desire in a wide range of price points. 

We offer various levels of hand-crafted cabinetry, fixtures and hard-to-find materials 

for backsplashes and countertops.

Appointments are appreciated.

2 Locations on Long Island

Manhasset  1200 Northern Boulevard  516-869-8585

Massapequa  5340 Merrick Road   516-799-9090

WWW.SHOWCASEKITCHENS.COM
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Manhasset

1192 Northern Boulevard

516-869-0300

WWW.SHOWCASEBATH.COM

From Well-Appointed 

Powder Rooms 

to Luxurious Master Baths



SCOPE Chanukah 2016

34

T

34
Winning the Lucky Ticket

By Philip Steinberg

This past summer, the unbelievably exciting news broke 
out on my college campus that our very own Hofstra would 
be hosting, once again, the first presidential debate of 
2016. It was an unprecedented coup for Hofstra, because 
it would be Hofstra’s third time hosting the presidential 
debate.  The first time Hofstra hosted a presidential de-
bate was in 2008, the second time was in 2012 and now 
again in 2016. In the fall, Hofstra was slowly becoming the 
center of attention for the entire world and we were get-
ting ready for ShowTime!  Even though it was a late in the 
game when Hofstra learned that they would host the de-
bate, they rose to the occasion and worked day and night 
day to prepare for this presidential debate. The campus 
was buzzing with excitement.   Hofstra started putting up 
posters, marketing a “Debate 2016” slogan,  creating and 
selling t- shirts, pens, buttons and all sorts of parapher-
nalia.  When I arrived on campus, on my first day of school 
for the fall semester,  I saw a construction crew building 
a platform for the media, and starting to close many of the 
parking lots. Many of my friends and family, (especially my 
parents who are paying my tuition), asked me if I could get 
them tickets for the debate.  At that time, I wasn’t even 
sure how and when I could get tickets for myself. All I 
had heard and knew was that the school would be closed 
and the Hofstra campus would have an army of security 
guards all around the campus on the day of the debate. A 
few weeks into the semester, Hofstra sent an email to all 
the students inviting them to enter a lottery for a ticket to 
be part of the live debate audience. Almost 7,000 students 
registered for this ticket lottery that only 300 students 
would win - a very slim chance of winning, for sure. Real-
izing that my odds of winning a ticket were much higher 
only if I did enter the lottery, (“you gotta be in it, to win 
it”) I, too, filled out the ticket registration at the last min-
ute just before the lottery deadline.  After I entered the 
lottery, and realized the odds of winning, I didn’t spend 
too much time thinking about it, and didn’t expect to win.  
Actually, my registration for the lottery totally slipped my 
mind, since they had so many students for so few tickets.  
Fast forward to the Friday before the scheduled debate. 
A few minutes before candle lighting for Shabbat I heard 
my mom yelling from downstairs - “PHILIP WON THE LOT-
TERY, PHILIP WON THE LOTTERY.” I learned that I indeed had 
won the precious ticket.   My neighbors, who had heard 
my mother scream too, thought that I was now rich, as 
I had won the New York State lottery!  My computer had 
been left open and my mom walked by and saw an email 
from Hofstra with the subject “congratulations” and other 
important information about checking in with security on 
debate day. She was yelling to me that I won, that I had 

really won! I seriously thought she was kidding. It wasn’t 
until I saw the email for myself that I believed her and 
I was speechless. It was all I talked about all weekend 
with my family and many of my friends. Everybody was 
extremely excited for me. 

I’m a commuting student, but, the night before the debate 
I slept at Hofstra because the security was reported to 
be extremely tight and getting on to campus and finding 
a parking spot, would be nearly impossible. CNN, MSNBC, 
Fox News, and almost anybody else who could get press 
credentials were all on campus going live the night before 
the great debate reporting from Hofstra University. The 
next morning, at Hofstra, I woke up to the loud sounds of 
helicopters hovering over campus, and these helicopters 
must have woken up every other student on campus too. 
The Hofstra campus on debate day was buzzing with a 
huge carnival atmosphere. There were news broadcast-
ers giving out free souvenirs, cotton candy, ice cream, and 
raffles. There was even a ‘bouncy house’ built in the shape 
of the White House set up for the students.  During the day 
many students were being interviewed and were asked 
how it felt to be a student on campus during this very spe-
cial day. I made it on CNN, and MSNBC for a couple of sec-
onds in the background with other students. My family all 
saw me on TV!  It was fun walking around campus and just 
taking in this once in a lifetime experience. At 2:00 p.m. in 
the afternoon I was directed to get dressed for the debate 
in a formal suit and tie and be on the ready for further 
instructions. By 3:00 p.m., I was told to check in and get 
my first ticket to the pre-debate process and dinner. This 
was quite early considering the debate was scheduled to 
begin six hours later, at 9:00 p.m.   However, due to secu-
rity concerns, it was a very slow process getting everyone 
their ticket and there was a lot of waiting around. Fortu-
nately, I was with several other students, whom I knew 
from my fraternity and from various classes, which made 
the waiting time even more exciting.  After about an hour 
and a half we all boarded approximately a dozen buses to 
go to an off-campus sight far away from the media. They 
took us to the nearby Aviation Museum where we received 
our treasured debate entry tickets and went through a 
TSA security clearance procedure and interview. In addi-
tion to the students, there were many other people at the 
Aviation Museum also attending the debate, checking in 
and being security cleared to enter the debate hall.  The 
famous owner of the Dallas Mavericks basketball team, Mr. 
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Mark Cuban was there. He was casually walking around 
and many people were taking pictures with him. After two 
hours of eating and more waiting, they called all students 
to head over to the buses to proceed to the debate hall. 
We all went through a security clearance one last time 
before boarding the buses. While the Aviation Museum is 
only five minutes away from Hofstra, the bus ride was a 
half hour long to the debate hall because of many closed 
roads and protesters blocking open roads. I have been a 
Hofstra student for three years already, and I have never 
seen so much security personnel around campus.  Once 
we arrived at the Mack Sports complex (or better known 
on that day as the “debate hall”) we had immediate ac-
cess and could walk right in. I had the opportunity to take 
some quick pictures in front of the debate hall. I wanted 
to capture the amazing moment, and of course, text the 
picture to my friends and family. Once inside the debate 
hall, it was another forty-five-minute wait for all of us to 
be seated.  While I was waiting, I looked around and saw 
the huge stage, the large American flags, the podium and 
all the cameras.   I could not believe where I was! It felt 
like the center of the universe, as all eyes, from all over 
the world, will be on this room in a few minutes’ time.  
Wow - and I was seated in row 11 from the stage, seat 154, 
sitting next to some friends, totally by coincidence. Just to 
get into the room was amazing, but to get seated in row 
11, was even more unbelievable!  Am I dreaming?  Some of 
the others who were sitting near me, were the famous 
boxing promoter Don King (carrying an Israeli flag), former 
Mayor Rudolf Giuliani, U.S. Senator from New York, Charles 
Schumer, Civil Rights Activist Reverend Jesse Jackson and 
many other mayors and dignitaries.  Just before the de-
bate went live, the President of the University came out 
and welcomed us, and then people from the board of the 
presidential debates spoke, giving the audience all sorts 
of guidance and instructions about what we were allowed 
and not allowed to do during the debate. Most important-
ly, we were not allowed to video record or take pictures 
while the debate was live, and of course only clap at the 
beginning and at the end of the debate.   Then, as if time 
stood still, out walked Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, 
and then history began. 

It was very interesting and exciting to win a ticket in the 
lottery for the debate and to be there in person and watch 
the debate live. After the debate, we were free to go, and 
did not have to follow the same path or process as we did 
to enter the debate hall.   I remained there for a few more 
minutes to take some pictures and just absorb it all. After 
I left the debate hall, the media was all over the place, 
asking questions to anybody who would give them the 
time. At that point, I just headed to my car, drove home, 
and went to sleep. I was exhausted after such a busy and 
exhilarating day.  Winning the presidential debate lottery, 
and being there in person, is an experience at Hofstra that 
I will remember for the rest of my life.
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The Last Kiss,

The Final Goodbye: A Eulogy

By Esor Ben-Sorek, Ph.D.

When, in January, the doctors informed us that Rahel had 
pancreatic cancer which had metastasized into her liver, 
our world came crashing down upon us. We sat frozen 
in fear and disbelief. But for nine months I sat with her 
near her bedside for eleven hours every day, watching her 
breathe, cleaning her, dressing her, cooking and feeding 
her, hugging her and crying with her. Each morning that 
she awoke was a blessing, a gift from God, another day of 
life. “Modeh Ani” had renewed spiritual meaning.

Over the past 40 plus years I have officiated at 310 fu-
nerals and eulogized 310 times. I know because I keep a 
record of all funerals, weddings, and unveilings at which 
I had officiated. The funeral of my beloved wife Rahel was 
the most painful of them all. It was as if a knife had been 
plunged into my heart.

As many people know, Rahel and I knew each other for 
only 6 days before we were married. It was love at first 
sight and we were married under a chuppah under the 
stars in Tel-Aviv by the Chief Rabbi 56 years ago.

Rahel was born in Ramat Gan to a family of Torah schol-
ars. She was a descendant of the Maggid of Kozenitz, one 
of the greatest Hassidic scholars in late 18th and early 
19th centuries in Poland.

Her father died at age 36 when she was only one year old. 
Her mother, who never re-married, her 4 year old brother 
and baby Rahel moved in with her maternal grandparents, 
ultra-Orthodox Jews, in the Montefiore quarter of Tel-Aviv.

She was educated in the section for religious students 
at the famous and historic Mikveh Israel School, founded 
in 1870, and upon graduation she was employed at the 
HaAretz daily newspaper until our marriage.

During the 1956-57 war she served as director of the Ma-
gen David Adom branch in Tel-Aviv, Israel’s equivalent to 
the Red Cross.

On occasions she was sent into Gaza to attend to the 
wounded soldiers.

Rahel devoted her entire life to her family and to the care 
of me and our three children. She was a very private and 
humble woman, never seeking honors for herself. On 

Shabbat mornings she was always the first woman in at-
tendance in our shul.

Every day of her life began at 6:30 in the morning. When 
she awoke and was dressed she walked into the kitch-
en, opened a window and threw out pieces of bread to 
feed the hungry birds. Then she began davening her 
morning prayers. After completion of shacharit, she sat 
down to read a few kapittels of Tehillim. On Yahrzeits for 
her family she opened a tractate of Talmud and read in 
their memories.

Our home was scrupulously kosher. Every Jewish holiday 
and Shabbat was a banquet. She cooked and baked all 
the meals so that we could together enjoy a Shabbat of 
shalom and a freiliche Yom Tov.

She contributed anonymously to tzedakah for the aged, 
poor, hungry and ill.

Rahel was a true chassid…she never bore a grudge and 
was always forgiving. Her often repeated words from Par-
shat Kedoshim in Vayikra were, “Lo tikom v’lo titor et bnai 
amecha, v’ahavta l’ raiacha kamocha.” “Do not take ven-
geance nor bear any grudge against the children of your 
people, but you shall love your fellowmen as yourself.”

She was an ohevet shalom and a rodefet shalom…one who 
loves peace and pursues it.

Rahel was a tzedeka in accordance to what is described 
in Tehillim (Book of Psalms 97:11-12).

“Or zarua l’tzadik u’l’yishrai-lev simcha; simchu tzadikim 
ba-Adonai  v’hodu l’zaicher kodsho”…”Light is sown for the 
righteous and gladness for the upright in heart. Be glad in 
the Lord, ye righteous, and give thanks to His Holy Name.”  
Rahel was a righteous God-fearing and God-loving woman 
all the days of her life.

She had more knowledge of yiddishkeit in her smallest 
finger than I, a Conservative Rabbi, have in my entire 
body. She was extremely knowledgeable in Torah and Tan-
ach and could quote important passages from memory.

Love of Israel, her place of birth, and her adherence to the 
faith of our ancestors Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Sarah, 
Rivka, Rachel and Leah, was the only life she knew.

She enjoyed attending classes given by Rabbi Polakoff 
and by Rabbi Lerner and she shared the lessons with me 
when she returned home.

Her greatest love was for me, our three children Sharona, 
Ethan and Liora, for our daughter-in-law Karen and our 
three adored grandchildren Eliana, Ariel and Michaela.
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For many years we would spend four or five months every 
year in our home in Israel, a home that we both dearly 
loved. When I suggested after my retirement that we con-
sider living permanently in our beautiful home in Rishon 
Lezion, she stated that she could not be away from our 
children and our grandchildren for long periods of time. 
She would miss them too much.

Rahel, my eshet chayil, was my sunshine by day and 
my moon and stars by night. She was the “or ha-chayim 
sheli”… the great light of my life. Without her I will wan-
der in darkness until my gray hairs will go down to my 
grave in sorrow. She was a kedosha v’brucha…a sainted 
and blessed woman. My life has no meaning nor purpose 
without her.

On September 23, 2016 (20 Elul) at 2:45 a.m. she breathed 
her final breath and passed away peacefully.

Upon the moment after her death I gave her a final kiss 
and said my last goodbye. Her cheeks were wet with 
my tears.

“U’tzror b’tzror ha chayim et nishmata. Hashem Hu nacha-
lata. V’tanuach b’shalom al mishkava. V’nomar Amen.”  
“Sleep well, my beloved angel. Our love for you is eternal. 
Your memory is a blessing to us all.”

Shalom ahuvati. Goodbye my beloved. Mein ziesser leben, 
mein gantze neshama, mein lichtige welt.

PART  2
The shiva was unbelieve-
able!  161 people came to 
offer their condolences. The 
praises, honor and tributes 
to Rahel’s memory were 
overflowing. The love, care, 
compassion, and generosity 
of the members of the Great 
Neck Synagogue cannot be 
adequately described in 
mere words. It was an out-
flowing from dear hearts 
who cherished the friend-
ship of my beloved and 
sainted Rahel. There were 
so many platters of assort-
ed meats, fruits, cookies, 
dried fruits, cooked chick-
ens, chocolates and more, 
I could have opened a su-
permarket. We were simply 
inundated with food. Our refrigerator and freezer were 
filled to overflowing. I had to bring food platters to be kept 
in Liora’s refrigerator and freezer in her apartment. Even 
that was not sufficient. We kept meats and chickens in 
the freezer of a kind neighbor. It is simply indescribable!

Visitors came from our present and from our past. Congre-
gants from my synagogue of 25 years ago came. Students 
of mine from decades ago came. One psychotherapist 
from Charlotte, North Carolina who had been a student in 
my Hebrew class 46 years ago came. People were bump-
ing into one another. Standing room only. Regrettably, our 
beloved Rahel could not hear the praises in her name. She 
was a very humble woman who never sought recognition. 
She would have been overwhelmed with the tributes in 
her memory.

The membership of the Great Neck Synagogue is our fam-
ily. They have shared our past joys and our present sor-
rows. I think there is no synagogue so blessed with loving 
people as our Great Neck Synagogue and its esteemed 
Rabbis Polakoff, Lichter, Jensen and Cantor Kron. May God 
bless all those who consoled and comforted us. May they 
be privileged to enjoy good health, nachas from children 
and grandchildren, and length of years.

May the lights of Chanukah bring light, joy and gladness 
into their hearts and homes.

My Beautiful Bride Rahel, Tel-Aviv, 24 January 1960
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Youth News

By Shoshana Lunzer, Youth Leader

Wow! On Thursday night of Chol Hamoed Sukkot, the high 
schoolers of the Great Neck Synagogue experienced a 
night to remember. Rabbi Jensen and Dr. Mike took 20 of 
us to Brooklyn to see how other communities celebrate 
Simchat Beit Hashoeva. The night started at 7:45pm with 
dinner in the GNS Sukkah, then we traveled on a party bus 
to different parts of Brooklyn. On the bus we enjoyed su-
shi, candy, and other treats while blasting Israeli music!  

The first stop was the Karlin-Stollin Sukkah where the 
boys danced with the Chassidim. The girls enjoyed watch-
ing the dancing and the celebratory atmosphere that was 
ever so present there. The next place was the awesome 
Bobov Sukkah which is as big as an airplane hanger and 
beautifully decorated. There we were all privileged to re-
ceive a bracha from the Rebbeh along with hundreds and 
hundreds of others. The hour was getting late but on we 
went to travel to Crown Heights to join the crowds of 
people dancing in the street. It was truly amazing to wit-
ness so many different types of Jews celebrating togeth-
er. The night ended at 12:30am with chulent and poppers 
in a sukkah in Crown Heights where we were hosted by 
Rabbi Michael Albukerk, who gave us an inspirational Dvar 
Torah about Sukkot. 

We returned to Great Neck at 1:30 am after having a night 
that we will never forget. We are so appreciative to Rabbi 
Jensen, Dr. Mike, and the Great Neck Synagogue for all 
the arrangements that were made in order to give us the 
opportunity to experience Sukkot with different Jewish 
communities making it such a meaningful, inspirational, 
and enjoyable event. We can’t wait for next year! 

W

On Erev Shemini Atzeret the preschool 
program made flags for Simchat Torah 
and were entertained by the wonderful 
“Crazy Danny!”
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On Erev Sukkot the preschool program worked 
hard making decorations for their sukkot at 
home AND for the GNS sukkah!

Mystery Bus Ride
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Al and Lillian Leiderman z”l
60+ years at Great Neck Synagogue

By Sharon Goldwyn

There are few couples who have been active members of 
our shul for more than 60 years. Al and Lillian Leiderman 
moved to Great Neck in 1954 on Polo Road close to the 
Great Neck Synagogue and they dedicated themselves to 
their family and the community. 

Al’s first involvement was with the GNS Men’s Club. In 
those early years of our shul, he would often be found in 
the kitchen setting up the kiddush on shabbos morning or 
perhaps preparing for a Men’s Club outing in Kings Point 
Park. As time went on, Al became the Men’s Club Presi-
dent, Financial Secretary, Vice President, and Chairman of 
Youth. In addition, he served as Chairman of the annual 
blood drive - a position he held for almost 60 years as well 
as Cemetery Chairman - enabling our shul members to re-
ceive special rates even today at Sinai Chapel.  Al enjoyed 
chairing many shul social events, and fundraisers, as well 
as being the Great Neck Chair of Israel Bonds, UJA and 
JNF for many years. When Al retired from his business, 
Manhasset Hand Laundry, he increased his chesed work 
to include volunteering several times a week at North 
Shore and Long Island Jewish Hospitals when there was 
no Bikkur Cholim as yet. 

Lillian Leiderman was an early childhood specialist. She 
was the preschool principal at Manhattan Day School for 
many years and one of the first female principals at a 
yeshiva day school. When Lillian arrived in Great Neck, 
she also served as the first North Shore Hebrew Academy 
preschool consultant when the Academy first started. 
She was a graduate of Teachers College and Teachers In-
stitute at Yeshiva University and she co-authored some 
of the first Jewish holiday children’s books. In 1985, the 
Leidermans were honored at the GNS Dinner for their ded-
ication to our shul. 

I met the Leidermans when they moved to Locust Drive 
when I was 7 and my sister and I became close friends 
with their daughter.  Al Leiderman was funny, sarcastic, 
hardworking, and full of jokes with tons of stories of his 
many life experiences. Behind his sarcasm was his big 
heart, love of his family and his wife Lillian who he adored. 
Lillian was bright, well read, and easy going. She enjoyed 
having her friends stop by anytime and was always wel-
coming to everyone.

Al and Lillian Leiderman met at Brooklyn College and that 
began their relationship of over 70 years. Their relationship 
echoed the sentiment on the framed poster, which hung 

on their kitchen wall, “Partners: Two halves of a whole or 
as the poster said - “Two halves who have joined togeth-
er and share a common interest with one another.”  They 
shared and enjoyed everything together - music, theater, 
opera, going on vacation and volunteering at GNS. They 
gave of their time, to our shul and were always thinking 
about what they could do to be of help. They made many of 
their lifelong friends at the GNS and helped build a beautiful 
community that reflected their values. 

The Leidermans raised their three children in Great Neck 
- Michael married to Hermine, Robert z”l who graduated in 
the first NSHA graduating class, and Beth married to Mar-
ty Statfeld. Their greatest joy was their grandchildren Jill 
Leiderman married to Rob Cohen, Eric Leiderman married 
to Natalie, Jenna Statfeld married to Aaron Harris, Dani 
married to Todd Elkins and of course their great grand-
children Annie and Rocket.

We will always remember Al Leiderman for his commit-
ment to our shul, and community with his great sense 
of humor. Al never waited to be asked to do something. 
When he saw a need at the GNS or opportunity he took it 
upon himself to get the job done. 

Al and Lillian Leiderman were privileged to live a long life. 
Al was filled with gratitude for everything and especially 
for his partner, “Lil.” They embodied a great friendship 
which lasted until they each passed away at 98 and 96.

To remember and enjoy Al’s jokes - go to: 
Oldjewstellingjokes.com. 
I’m sure he will make you smile once again!
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Ellen Allen

Allen Charitable 
Donation Program

Upon closing, a donation will be 

made to a charity of your choice

Ellen Allen

3301 Salterbeck Court | Suite 100
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466

eallen@century21properties.com
househuntercharleston.com

c 843 560 9160

c 516 426 1186

 Happy Chanukah

drew design
PHOTOGRAPHY
studio portraits • events • commercial

andrew allen

917 576 0383  •  andydrewdesign@gmail.com

drewdesignphotography.com

Congratulations to all the honorees

Great Neck Synagogue Annual Dinner

Laura & Elie Cohen

Sydelle & Robert Knepper

Cindy & Jeffrey Liebmann
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The Awesome Present and 

an Awe Inspiring Future

By Ron Malen

This past August I came back to Great Neck to see friends 
and family.  That first Shabbat morning, I was called to 
the Torah for an aliyah in the Beit Midrash.  After finish-
ing the final brachot for the aliyah, I was asked if I would 
like to say bircat ha-gomel (to bentsch gomel), having just 
completed a flight to New York from Israel.  I quietly de-
clined with a shake of my head.  All of this was done non-
verbally, in keeping with the decorum of the service.  After 
davening ended, I felt that I needed to explain my reasons 
to the gabbai.  He came to me first and asked why I hadn’t 
said the bracha.  I explained that I would say the gomel 
bracha when I returned to Israel.   Upon returning home to 
Israel I will have returned from my “perilous journey.”  And 
another reason…I have been traveling to Israel for more 
than forty years.  Every time I flew, my mother always told 
me to call her when I landed as she would worry!  She’s 
a mother!   Suddenly, my mom no longer asks me to call 
after a flight, as she no longer sees it as dangerous.  Who 
am I to contradict my mother?!  When I have completed my 
trip from Israel to New York to Israel, I have returned to 
the safety of home.  With all the excitement of a new visi-
tor and all the comfort of being home, I am ready to settle 
back into daily life.

After five years, I can no longer be considered a new im-
migrant.  I am certainly not new, but I am an immigrant 
nonetheless.  Of course, the word, immigrant, in Hebrew, 
oleh, sounds far more lofty in Hebrew than in English.  
In Hebrew, oleh implies rising higher in every sense.  Al-
though I am no longer new and I should be used to it all, 
the culture, the language, the landscapes, the pace of life, 
surprisingly, these things still hold me in awe.

Israel redefines itself every day.  I cannot drive ten kilo-
meters without seeing one or more building projects that 
will redefine the land and reshape its landscape.  The two-
lane road that wound from Tel Aviv through the hills, up to 
Jerusalem is now a thing of the past.  The sense of ‘going 
up to Jerusalem’ is history.  The bus that chugged its way 
up the hills and the turns of Route 1 now zips up Route 1’s 
modern highway.  Alongside this new Route 1 there is the 
construction of a high speed rail line which will connect 
the business side of Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 42 minutes.  
The train line will terminate at the entrance to Jerusalem 
inside a new complex of modern office buildings and will 
connect Tel Aviv commerce and high-tech industries with 
those in Jerusalem.  Several years ago a new bridge was 
built to accommodate the light rail line in Jerusalem.  It is 
an ultra-modern bridge looking very much like Kinor David.  

It was designed to be a symbol of the new modern Jerusa-
lem.  And this plan continues to unfold every day.

This past week we attended the first Keren Efrat Dinner.  
This Efrat Foundation oversees special projects to enhance 
the life of those of us who already live in Efrat as well as 
opening opportunities to new residents.  A story was told 
at the program which I would like to tell, but from the per-
spective of my personal experience.  In 1989 we came to 
tour Israel with my daughter Susannah on her Bat Mitzvah 
trip.  We visited Efrat and were greeted by Rabbi Shlomo 
Riskin who had come on aliyah to Efrat in the 1980s.  He 
was proud to show us his “city”, barely 500 residents.   We 
stood together on a hill and he pointed north from where 
we all stood, showing us his dream for the city of Efrat.  In 
1989 there was nothing there but empty hills. Today I live 
with my family in a home on a hill towards the northern 
end of the city that Rabbi Riskin dared to dream about.  
From 500 families there will soon be 15,000 families living 
on the hills of Efrat.  There is building all around us, to al-
low more families to live here. 

The dinner showcased possibilities and a future for Efrat 
that could not have been believed 30 years ago.  When I 
tour other cities in Israel, I also see progress.  The country 
is modernizing into the twenty-first century and beyond.  
Cities redefining themselves from being old “quaint” cit-
ies of the original pioneers are transforming into modern 
cities of interactive museums, modern architecture, high 
tech facilities, fabulous shopping malls and, as in all cit-
ies in Israel, an abundance of opportunities for growth.  
And no city council forgets its children.   There are parks, 
gardens, sports complexes, classrooms, playgrounds and 
facilities geared for children everywhere you look.

As I enter 5777, I am, as always, filled with the awe that 
living in this country inspires.  Once again, I look back on 
my decision to make aliyah and change my life knowing it 
was the right choice.

In a few days after receiving this edition of SCOPE in the 
mail, you will be lighting the Chanukah candles.  When you 
recall the victory of the few over the many, the Hellenist-
Greeks against the Jews in Israel, think of Israel today.  
Israel today is also a miracle.  I invite you to visit and 
watch as this miracle continues to unfold.

Chanukah Sameach!

“...I am, as always, filled with the awe

 that living in this country inspires.”
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Sisterhood of

 Great Neck Synagogue

By Farla Frumkin, President

Dear Friends,

Hello everyone!  This fall we are incredibly busy!  Our An-
nual Chai Dinner, chaired by the amazing Robyn Blumner 
was a huge success.  Our Speaker, Judith Blumenthal, co-
author of the “Small Miracles” series of books gave us an 
enlightening talk, and the ambience (and food!) at Colbeh 
was, as usual, delicious.  

As we go to press, the Sisterhood has 2 big events right 
around Chanukah time.  On Sunday, Dec 11th, the Sister-
hood will have our first annual Spa Event, organized and 
chaired by the spectacular Pamela Bilfeld and Claudine 
Sarraf.  This event, open only to women, will feature vari-
ous health, wellness, and beauty experts for you to ex-
plore and learn from.  Please make the time to come by 
(consider it “me time”).  Our Chanukah Boutique, chaired 
again by the fabulous duo of Cindy Ludwig and Jackie 
Nissan was switched to a Sunday to enable more shul 
members (both men and women!) to attend.  Please come 
and see all our new vendors.  We are even negotiating 
with a Sports Memorabilia vendor, so this is something 
not to be missed!  

The Sisterhood also has some ongoing programs. We 
are helping our members stay fit!  Pia Shlomo is now 
holding weekly yoga classes for our members. So, no 
excuses anymore - come to the shul every Tuesday at 
9:30am for her weekly class - besides from being less 
expensive than your usual, impersonal, large group set-
ting with strangers, Pia gives a discount package if you 
buy multiple sessions. We have started selling our 2017 
Mah Jongg cards.  Please check your emails for the order 
form, or come into the office. Thank you to the indefati-
gable Cynthia Wiesenfeld for organizing this fundraising 
event.  This spring, the Sisterhood will again award the 
annual Florence Shaffer Memorial Scholarship to a wor-
thy shul member.  Please begin to consider applying to 
the scholarship. Thank you to Cindy Hodkin for chairing 
this program. Please support our Sisterhood Gift Shop - it 
has gifts for your own home and for all occasions, includ-
ing chanukiot, mezuzot, Shabbos goods and baby gifts! 
Thank you very much to Beth Gersten for being our Gift 
Shop saleslady. 

Remember all your support for the Sisterhood is reflected 
in all the good we do for our shul.  The Sisterhood funds 
bar and bat mitzvah gifts, new baby baskets, scholar-

Executive Board
Farla Frumkin
     President
Judy Lillien
    Vice President
Vivian Kron
     Treasurer

President Emerita
Helene Gersten z”l
Diane Rein
 
Board of Trustees
Sheila Bachman
Erica Zucker Heisler
Cindy Hodkin
Bracha Kron
Janet Lenchner
Katie Lichter
Shahnaz Malekan
Kimberly Mayer
Susan Mayer
Annie Mendelson
Ellen Polakoff
Chava Shalmon
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Annie Mendelson
Chava Shalmon
Louisa Prawer
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Cindy Hodkin
     Chair

New Baby Committee
Cynthia Wiesenfeld
    Chair

Shiva Committee
Erica Zucker Heisler
     Chair

Sisterhood Membership
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Sharon Ahdut
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Robyn Blumner
     Chair
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Vivian Kron
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Diane Rein
     Co-Chairs

Boutique Committee
Cindy Ludwig
Jackie Nissan
     Co-Chairs

Special Projects Committee
Judy Lillien
     Chair

School Coordination Committee
Jill Swartz
     Chair

ships, and shiva meals.  In addition to all the great peo-
ple mentioned above, I would like to give a shout out 
to Diane Rein, Judy Lillien, Vivan Kron, Susan Mayer, Ja-
net Lenchner, Shahnaz Malekhan, Chava Shalmon, and 
Sheila Bachman for all their support and help.  There are 
many more members who come, support, give, play, gab, 
and just have fun at our meetings and events. To all of 
you I haven’t mentioned, we thank you so much! Please 
come to our meetings and get involved.  We are always 
looking for new and fun events. We hope to see you at 
many of our events. Chag Sameach!

Farla
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What is EMDR?

By Lisa Stein

People often ask me “what is EMDR exactly?” Or “I’ve nev-
er hear of EMDR, it must be a new treatment, right?” I love 
these questions because once you find out what EMDR is 
you might be intrigued to try it out for yourself. 

In 1987, Francine Schapiro, Ph.D, was walking in the park 
when she realized that rapid bilateral eye movements ap-
peared to decrease her negative emotions associated with 
distressing memories. She then went on to do controlled 
studies and integrated cognitive components to the EMDR 
(Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing) treatment. 
In 1995 the label of “experimental” treatment was removed 
and a textbook of procedures was published. 

EMDR is widely known and accepted for treatment with 
people that have “Big T-Trauma” such as PTSD (post-
traumatic stress disorder). It is often used in Israel to 
treat victims of terrorist attacks. What people might not 
know is that it is also useful for people that have “small 
t-traumas” such as being teased by one’s peers, or being 
told over and over again by one’s parents that they are 
not good enough or worthless. Such small t-traumas can 
result in personality problems and become the basis of 
their current dysfunctional reactions. In short, EMDR is 
a form of psychotherapy that can enable people to heal 
from the symptoms and emotional distress that are the 
result of disturbing life experiences.  It is not a long term 
therapy and you will be able to see results usually within 
2-3 months of treatment. EMDR accesses past memories, 
and reprocesses them so that the neuropathway is freed 
and more positive beliefs are integrated. When the block-
age is removed healing can begin. 

I like to describe this method to patients by using REM 
sleep as an example of how EMDR works. Just like our 
eyes move bilaterally from side to side when we are in 
REM sleep, during EMDR the clinician will help the patient 
with eye movements that mimic REM sleep. With these eye 
movements patients are able to access past memories, 
process them with the clinicians help, and deactivate them 
so they know longer cause distress. EMDR therapy gives 
attention to three time periods - past, present, and future. 
The focus is given to the past disturbing memories and 
events. Also, it is given to current situations that cause 
distress, and then beginning to develop the skills and atti-
tudes needed for positive future interactions. EMDR can be 
applied to conditions such as: eating disorders, addictions, 
phobias, panic attacks, persistent disturbing memories, 
performance anxiety, and pain disorders. Patients often 
have increased insight into their lives and can reprocess 
long held negative beliefs about themselves. 

Lisa Stein is a licensed Social Worker in private practice in both Great Neck and New 
York City. She sees adults and families and welcomes you to call her at (516) 592-9877.

HINDI MERMELSTEIN, M.D, FAPM  FAPA

ADULT PSYCHIATRY

SPECIALIZING in MEDICAL ILLNESS, WOMEN’S ISSUES, & GERIATRICS

1010 NORTHERN BLVD,  SUITE 208
GREAT NECK, NY 11021

TEL  516 336 2562       FAX  516 336 2532

drhmermelstein@optimum.net
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Rebbetzins’ Recipe Corner

Spaghetti Squash Latkes

Submitted by Rebbetzin Ellen Polakoff

Recipe by www.thekitchn.com

1 medium spaghetti squash
Olive oil, for drizzling
Salt and pepper
1/4 cup thinly sliced green onions
1/4 cup finely chopped parsley
5 sage leaves, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 large egg
1/4 cup Romano, grated
1/4 cup chickpea flour (or GF oat flour) 
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Peanut oil for frying

Preheat oven to 400°F. Cut the squash in half length-
wise and scoop out the seeds. Lightly drizzle the flesh 
with olive oil and season with salt and pepper. Roast in 
the oven, cut-side up for about 40 minutes or until ten-
der. Allow the squash to cool slightly, then use a fork 
to shred the squash into strands. Transfer your squash 
“noodles” to a strainer to drain any excess liquid. In a 
large bowl, combine the sliced green onions, chopped 
parsley, chopped sage leaves, and minced garlic. Once 
the spaghetti strands have drained of excess liquid, add 
them to the bowl with the herbs and toss to coat. Fold 
in the egg, Romano, chickpea flour, salt, and pepper. Toss 
all of the ingredients together until the mixture is well 
combined. Using a soup spoon, scoop a generous amount 
of the squash mixture into your hands and form into pat-
ties, one by one, and lightly flatten. Make sure you shape 
all of your patties before heating the oil. Heat one table-
spoon of peanut oil in a large pan. Once the oil is hot (you 
can test by adding a strand of squash - if it sizzles, you’re 
ready to go), add the patties, making sure not to over-
crowd the pan. Depending on the pan size, you should be 
able to fry about 4 to 5 latkes at a time. Fry for about 2 
minutes, or until golden brown and crispy. Flip the latkes 
and fry for another 2 minutes on the other side. Transfer 
the cooked latkes onto a paper towel-lined plate. Repeat 
with the rest of the mixture and additional peanut oil. 
Makes 12 latkes.

Chanukah Cookies

Submitted by Rebbetzin Lauren Shore

1 cup margarine, melted
3/4 cup sugar
2 1/2 cups flour
Chanukah cookie cutters

In a bowl, cream margarine and sugar until light and 
fluffy. Stir in flour. Chill for 1-2 hours. Roll dough to 1/4 
inch thickness on lightly floured surface. Cut into desired 
shapes with cookie cutters. Bake on greased cookie 
sheets for 20-25 minutes. Move cookies to wire racks to 
cool completely. Decorate with sprinkles, colored sugar, 
or icing. Makes about 3 dozen cookies.
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Sweet and Salty Sweet Potato Pie

Submitted by Rebbetzin Katie Lichter

1 9 inch graham cracker crust
2 sweet potatoes, peeled and cubed
2 eggs
1/2 cup soy milk
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 tsp salt
1 tsp cinnamon

Topping
15 round Snacker crackers
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/3 cup flour
1/3 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup white sugar
1/2 cup margarine (I used oil)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Microwave or boil potatoes until tender.  Transfer to a 
medium bowl and mash very well with a fork until 
smooth.  Add eggs, soy milk, brown sugar, salt, and cin-
namon.  Pour into crust.

In a separate bowl, crush crackers.  Add remaining ingre-
dients and crumble.  Add crumble to top of pie and bake 
for 45 minutes or until dark brown on top.  Allow to cool 
before slicing.

Enjoy!

Banana Pancakes

Submitted by Cindy Hodkin

Those of you who have cooked with me know I love to 
streamline recipes without sacrificing flavor and just 
minimize mess and preparation time.  Try this recipe, it 
is miraculous.

1 large ripe banana
2 large eggs
Pinch of salt

Mash banana into a paste. Mix egg and salt into mashed 
banana.  Heat a little oil or butter in a frying pan. Add 
mixture and swirl until bottom of pan is covered. You can 
cook in scrambled eggs or allow to brown (approximately 
2 minutes, depending upon thickness of pancake), flip 
and cook on the other side.

You can get creative with this, add a large pinch of bak-
ing powder if you want it fluffy or chopped scallions if 
you want it as a savory side dish to a meal. But it is fan-
tastic with just two simple ingredients and it is a great 
way to get rid of those overripe bananas.

For more tips, cooking lessons, Shabbat meals delivered 
to your door and private cheffing, contact me at kosher-
cookinggn@gmail.com.

Enjoy!

47

©
Je

nn
 S

eg
al

, W
ill

ia
m

s 
So

no
m

a 
C
oo

kb
oo

k



SCOPE Chanukah 2016

48

T

48
Great Neck Synagogue

Men’s Club

By Hillel Milun, President

This past year has seen changes to the Men’s Club com-
mittee. Our Honorary Chairman, Al Leiderman z’l, recently 
passed away and our Vice President, Milt Mitzner, retired. 
Robert Knepper stepped in as our new Vice President and 
Paul Brody joined the committee.

Your Men’s Club is always appreciative of the support of 
the synagogue community in general and our Men’s Club 
paid-up members in particular.  We encourage those of 
you who have not yet become members of the Men’s Club 
to join. Members receive discounts to many of our events.

We have continued to present many interesting and di-
verse activities and events throughout the years, and the 
past year, which was particularly active, was no exception. 

We presented the following informative and entertaining 
speakers: 

 October - Dr. Isaac Sachmechi and 
 Amanda Sachmechi Mazloumi spoke on diabetes
 
 October - Tommy Furst on his new book, 
 “Torah Mysteries Illuminated”
 
 December - Dr. Raphael Marcus on the history  
 and current status of Hezbollah
 
 January - William Liss-Levinson on his book, 
 “In Search of Theological Modesty”
 
 February - Michael Karlin talked about 
 social security benefits 
 
 March - Jonathan Sherbani spoke about the 
 Sephardic Cultural Center and Diarna
 
 April - Charles Bernhaut on The Best of 
 Jewish Comedy

 May - Laurie Cardoza-Moore with 
 Jeffrey Wiesenfeld on her acclaimed movie, 
 “Israel Indivisible”

 May - Chaim Silberstein, Founder and 
 President of Im Eshkachech - Keep Jerusalem

 September - Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun on his 
 experiences as a rabbi for Riker’s Island prison

We held the following annual events:

 November and April - our semi-annual blood drives

 November - successful evening with music & dinner 
 at Colbeh Restaurant

 May - hosted the Annual Rabbinic Dialogue, with 
 Rabbi Yamin Levy of Beit Hadassah Synagogue 
 joining Rabbis Polakoff, Stecker, and Feldman for 
 the first time

 May - defensive driving course

 August - 6th annual enjoyable fishing trip from Freeport

We offered the following activities:

 May - CPR and AED course taught 
 by Dr. Steven Greenstein 

 June - baseball game at Citi Field (New York Mets vs. 
 Kansas City Royals) 

 June - visited the shooting range at the Nassau County  
 Gun Range

 August – baseball game at Citi Field (New York Mets 
 vs. New York Yankees)

Throughout the year the Men’s Club presented kiddush cups to the 
bar mitzvah boys and assisted with food for families of Men’s Club 
paid-up members who are sitting shiva.

We have many exciting and stimulating talks, events and activi-
ties planned for the upcoming year and we look forward to your 
continued participation.

I thank the Men’s Club committee for their enthusiasm and hard 
work throughout the year:

Vice Presidents: Mark Friedman, Robert Knepper
Committee members: Steve Blumner, Paul Brody, James Frisch, 
Michael Kohler, Jack Lipsky, David Rein and Jerry Siegelman.

A big thank you to Mark Twersky, Dario Tavares and their staff for 
all their assistance throughout the year. We welcome and encour-
age your support, suggestions and assistance.

Hilly
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Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun speaks about his experiences as a Rabbi for Riker’s Island prison.
Photos: Mark Friedman ©2016
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Yiddish Mikado!
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Men’s Club

6th annual fishing trip from Freeport, Long Island
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Happy Chanukah
from the Everfresh Family!

There’s more to Chanukah

than just amazing food...

but we really love the food.
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Pass It Forward

By Nechama Liss-Levinson

This year marks the Great Neck Synagogue PASS IT FOR-
WARD program’s 9th year delivering food and joy to hun-
dreds of families in need for Rosh HaShana.   Thanks to all 
of the volunteers who cooked, baked, made soup, packed, 
donated funds and a new freezer, drove and delivered 
about one thousand meals for the holidays.

Here are some comments we received, the first one from 
a volunteer coordinator at a local JCC who was the link to 
many of our clients.

Once again you and your wonderful donors and volunteers 
have done an amazing job of bringing joy and delicious 
food to so many! I have received quite a few phone calls 
from clients sharing their appreciation and gratitude.

# 1 - “The volunteers were extremely gracious and 
generous and the package was wonderful! Thank you 
so much!”

#2 - “The package was unbelievable, there were 
roses in there too! The volunteers could not have 
been nicer.”

#3 - “I’m calling about the rachmones (kindness) that 
was shown me today. The package was wonderful! 
Thank you.”

#4 - Through tears this client shared: “I can’t thank 
you enough. The Great Neck Synagogue does such a 
beautiful job. It is nice to know you are out there 
and think about us all the time. I truly appreciate it 
from the bottom of my heart. You have the biggest 
heart. I wish you and your family a mostly healthy 
and happy new year and only good things should 
come your way.”

The second comment is a note sent to the woman 
who runs a kosher food pantry on the South Shore 
of Long Island. 

“How can I put into words the tremendous amount of 
hakaras hatov I have. Not only do you sacrifice your 
time and energy to make sure we are provided with all 
our needs and all sorts of delicacies, but it amazes me 
how you really think of everything.  You are a true inspi-
ration.  May Hashem bless you with enormous amounts 
of strength to continue in your special ways…a year 
filled with only Bracha.”

Pass It Forward, part of the GNS Hunger Initiative, can 
only take place because of the generosity of each and 
every one of you.  Thanks again to our Rabbis, office and 
maintenance staff, North Shore Hebrew Academy volun-
teer students and donors of every kind.  May you have the 
strength to continue to do mitzvot.

Cindy Hodkin, Michelle Berman, Nechama Liss-Levinson
Co-Chairs, Pass It Forward

9th Year

Nechama Liss-Levinson

Photographs by Celia Lemonik
continue on the following pages
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Pass It Forward
Photographs, Celia Lemonik
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“Nes Gadol Hayu Sham”

“a great miracle happened there”

in a land far away and long ago.

Antiochus, Greek ruler of Judea

prohibited Jewish religious practice.

Defiled the Jewish Temple.

A small group of Jews rebelled.

Battled for religious freedom against

highly trained Greek soldiers and won.

Chanukah, Festival of Light commemorates

two miracles. Victory in battle of the few 

over many, of the weak over strong.

First task. Clean and rededicate Temple. Only

one cruze of oil remained to light the Temple

menorah, enough for only one night. 

Miraculously the oil continued to burn for 

eight days and eight nights. Miracle of oil, 

triumph of light over darkness.

To remember these Chanukah miracles we light

one candle each night and give thanks, until the

chanukiah, a special nine branched candelabra, 

is filled with light: flames burning, candles shining.

56

Miracles and Wonders

By Annie Karpenstein
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Bar-Bat Mitzvas • DJ’s 

Weddings • Concerts 

 Dinners • Corporate Events

Shabbos A Cappella Singers

Event planning

Music for all ocassions!

Mazal Tov!
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It is obligatory to light candles, and one should even borrow money to fulfill this mitzvah. If a poor person 
needs money for Chanukah candles the community is obligated to provide for him.

The minimum obligation is that every household should have one candle burning every night. It is customary 
to be scrupulous regarding this mitzvah: to have one candle on the first night and to add an additional candle 
every successive night (2-8), and for everyone in the house to light as well.

Any type of oil is acceptable for use in the menorah, however, it is best to use olive oil. The oil should not be 
made of a forbidden substance, nor should it be something from which it is forbidden to derive benefit.

The menorah should be similar to the menorah in the Temple and hence most authorities forbid using electric 
lights or gas lamps. The light should be clear, and the wicks should not flicker.

It is correct to have a menorah of glass or metal if one is lighting with oil, since other substances such as clay 
become disgusting after one use. If one can afford it, it is correct to buy a beautiful menorah.

If a number of people are lighting in one household they should make a slight separation between their me-
norahs so that there is no confusion to the observer as to the number of candles.

Ideally, the menorah should be placed outside the house to the left of the entrance. Since anti-Semitism was 
so common throughout Jewish history it became customary among many communities to place the menorah 
inside the house, near the entrance or on the table. In many families it is the custom to place the menorah in 
a window facing the public, especially where many people share one entrance (e.g., apartment.)
 
Wax candles are also acceptable, providing they have a single wick.

All wicks are acceptable, but it is best to use cotton. The same wicks may be used over and over again.

The menorah should be no lower than three tfachim from the floor (approx. 10.5 inches) and should be no 
higher than 20 amot from ground level (35.5 ft). Ideally, it should be about 10 tfachim high (35 inches).

The menorah should have all the candles or wicks on the same level, none higher or lower than the others.

It is customary to have an additional candle (the shamash) with which to light the other candles 
and in order to use its light. The shamash should be placed in a way that shows that it is not one 
of the Chanukah candles.

It is forbidden to derive benefit from the light of the menorah just as it was forbidden to derive 
benefit from the menorah in the Temple, and also in order to show that the purpose of the me-
norah is for a mitzvah, not just for illumination.

It is preferable to have the candles in a straight line, and not in a semi-circle, however it is per-
mitted to have them in a semi-circle providing each candle is clearly separated from the others.

It is prohibited to light the shamash from the Chanukah candles.

Left over wicks and oils should be destroyed after Chanukah (except for unused oil left in bottle) 
since they may not be used for anything else. One should not store the used wicks and oil for 
the next year, since there is a probability that it will be used for profane purposes by accident.

There are different customs as to the lighting of the menorah. Some light at sunset. Some light 
about ten minutes after sunset and some light 1/2 hour after. Some specifically light after maariv 
is recited. Ideally a person should follow the custom of his family. If this is not known or is inap-
plicable for any reason, one should follow the custom of the local community.

The Laws of Chanukah
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It is obligatory to put in enough oil, or a long enough candle to burn for at least 1/2 hour after nightfall (i.e. the 
appearance of three medium size stars).

In exceptional circumstances one may light one and a quarter hours before sunset with a blessing. (However 
one should be careful to put in more oil or to use longer candles). If possible it is better to appoint an agent 
to light candles at the correct time, than to light early.

If one forgot or was not able to light at the correct time, one may light as long as people are still awake in the 
house in which one is lighting.

One should prepare the wicks and candles etc. before maariv (if you light after) or well before the time of 
lighting in order to light the menorah at the correct time.

It is best to light in the presence of many people in order to publicize the miracle.

On the first night three brachot (blessings), are recited. “Lehadlik ner shel Chanukah,” “She asa nissim” and 
“Shehecheyanu.” On the other nights only the first two blessings are said.

All the blessings should be recited before actually lighting the candles. First light the shamash before the 
blessings to avoid delay. It is forbidden to speak between the recitation of the blessings and the completion 
of candle lighting.

“HaNarot Hallalu” is recited either during or after the lighting of the additional candles. “Maoz tsur” is then 
sung.

Place the first candle on the extreme right of the menorah. On the second night add a candle to the left of 
the previous one.  Light the newest candle first and proceed to the right.

There are different customs regarding the placement of the candles, some follow the right and left of the 
observer from outside, some follow the right and left of the person lighting inside. One does not add candles 
if he forgot to light on any night.

The menorah should not be moved after it has been lit.

If the menorah was lit in accordance with the requirements of Jewish law and it was extinguished, one is not 
obligated to relight it, but one may relight it without reciting a blessing.

If the menorah was not lit properly in the first place, or was lit in a windy place and blew out, then 
one is obligated to relight if it went out within 1/2 hour after nightfall.

On Friday afternoon, the Chanukah candles should be lit before the Shabbat candle-lighting time 
(if one accepted Shabbat early, it is forbidden to light Chanukah candles). Mincha should be said 
before lighting, if possible.

Remember to put in more oil or bigger candles on Friday, so that they burn 1/2 hour after night-
fall. Try to light just before the Shabbat candles, (without of course delaying the lighting of the 
Shabbat candles.)

After Shabbat, in Shul, one should first light Chanukah candles and then recite havdalah. At home, 
most have the custom of saying havdalah first and then lighting Chanukah candles. One may not 
use the menorah as the candle for havdalah.

If one is a guest at someone’s house (and staying there), one should give the owner a small 
amount of money to buy a portion in their candles and one may fulfill the obligation through the 
owner. Alternatively the guest may light his own menorah.

If one is eating out, then one should light the menorah at his place of residence.

•
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Middle Neck Glatt 
Where taste meets expectation! 

Cater your next event with us to enjoy a culinary 

adventure of American to Israeli and Persian cuisine. 

From tasty appetizers, to delicious food and an 

unforgettable dessert- 

We Do it All 

501	Middle	Neck	Road,	Great	Neck,	NY	11023	(516)	504-	MEAT	(6328)	

7 5 N O R T H S TA T I O N P L A Z A , G R E A T N E C K , N Y 1 1 0 2 1 | 5 1 6 . 4 8 2 . 2 9 0 0

s a l e s @ a n d r e w h o t e l . c o m w w w. a n d r e w h o t e l . c o m

Exceptional personalized service

that sets us apart from the rest!

T H E

ELEGANCE • COMFORT • STYLE • LUXURY • CONVENIENCE
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Animal Medicine and Surgery

of Little Neck

Dr. Edward Parver
Veterinarian

47-41 Little Neck Parkway

Little Neck, N.Y. 11362

Office Hours By Appointment
House Calls

Telephone (718) 423-5038
Fax (718) 423-5830

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

OR Bicycle
Repair Service

High quality bike repairs
for low costs

For information:
call 516.487.1296

Oliver Rein
reinoliverch@gmail.com
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Chabad of Charleston
Center for Jewish Life

By Andy Allen
Photographs, Andy Allen and Craig Edmunds

The grand opening of the Center for Jewish Life was on 
Sunday, September 25th and was attended by almost a 
thousand people. Dignitaries included, Senator Tim Scott 
of South Carolina, Congressman Mark Sanford of South 
Carolina, Mayor John Tecklenburg of Charleston and lead-
ers of the community. 

I reported the ground-breaking a little over a year ago in 
SCOPE magazine, and am delighted to present images of 
this wonderful event in this issue.

This project has been years in the making. Rabbi Yossi 
and Sarah Refson have always committed themselves to 
inviting the neighboring congregations to all their events, 
this center is no exception.

The Center for Jewish Life does have an aron kodesh, and 
did hold High Holiday services this year for the local com-
munity, but its larger purposes are to host Jewish life 
events and functions. For instance, hundreds attended 
the recent worldwide Challah Bake in their lovely, modern 
dining hall and their state-of-the-art culinary kitchen. 

The Center for Jewish Life holds a brand new children’s 
pre-school, led by Rebbetzin Refson. The building has a 
warm and inviting library for learning and a formal recep-
tion with a wall fireplace. 

The future plans look bright for Mount Pleasant and its 
growing population; Chabad of Charleston’s Center for 
Jewish Life adds to this picture.

Senator Tim Scott 
& Rabbi Yossi Refson

Mayor John Tecklenburg, far left
Congressman Mark Sanford, center

Rabbi Yossi & Sarah Refson
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SYNAGOGUE FUNDS

The following is a list of Great Neck Synagogue funds. Contributions can be made to acknowledge a life cycle event. A donation card will be sent to 

the family acknowledging your contribution.

AARON S. FEINERMAN LIBRARY FUND

The Feinerman Family has established the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund which is located in the Youth Center.  Aaron Feinerman was one of the 

early members of the Great Neck Synagogue and learning Torah and teaching children was a very important part of his life.  The library is filled with 
many of Aaron Feinerman’s personal Seforim.  Donations from the community to the Aaron S. Feinerman Library Fund are requested in order to keep 
the library filled with current material to be used by the synagogue’s members and their children for generations.

FLORENCE SHAFFER MEMORIAL FUND

This fund is dedicated in memory of Florence Shaffer, a long time Recording Secretary of the Synagogue and a leader of the Sisterhood. This Fund 

is managed by Sisterhood and provides need-based financial assistance to college women.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND

This fund has been established for two purposes.  To create a memorial to the Holocaust and the survivors as well as to allow families an opportunity 

to memorialize a family, relative, or village that was sacrificed in the shoah.

ISER MERMELSTEIN BIKUR CHOLIM FUND*

The Iser Mermelstein Bikur Cholim Fund was established by the Lunzer family in memory of Hindi Lunzer’s father, Iser Mermelstein, to provide as-

sistance in times of illness for our community in Great Neck.  Iser Mermelstein lived a life of N’aase V’Nishma - to say yes and then figure out how 
to do what needed to be done.  His Kavod Habriot (respect for Hashem’s creations) coupled with his deeply ingrained sense of chesed and kehilla 
(community) makes the establishment of this Fund a fitting tribute to his memory.  *Distributed at the discretion of the Bikur Cholim of Great Neck.

JACK HERSCHKOWITZ EMERGENCY FUND

Jack Herschkowitz was a longstanding Gabbai of Great Neck Synagogue who began this Fund to offer assistance to people in need.  At a Board of 

Trustees meeting, the Fund was renamed in his memory as a tribute to the tzedakah and chesed he performed.  Donations to the Emergency Fund 

are distributed by the Rabbi.  Funds are disbursed to provide assistance to individuals and institutions both in our community and in Israel.

LIBRARY FUND

Donations to the Library Fund are used to purchase books to supplement the Synagogue’s library, which is open to all members.

MAC MENDER YOUTH FUND

The Mac Mender Youth Fund is dedicated in memory of Mac Mender, former Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  Donations to the Youth Fund assist 

the Youth Department in furthering its programs. 

MURIEL BRAUN MUSIC FUND

The Muriel Braun Music Fund is dedicated in memory of Muriel Braun, who was an active member of the Synagogue Choir and Sisterhood.

PRAYER BOOK FUND

Donations to the Prayer Book Fund are used to purchase Siddurim, Chumashim, and Machzorim for the High Holy Days for use in the Main Sanctu-

ary and Beit Midrash.

SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN ADULT EDUCATION INSTITUTE

The Adult Education program at Great Neck Synagogue has been named the Sally & Seymour Olshin Adult Education Institute in recognition of the 

support and generosity of the Olshin Family, and in memory of Seymour Olshin and his commitment to education and outreach to all Jews.  Donations 

to this Institute are used to further its Jewish educational goals.

SHIVA CHESED FUND
A recent initiative by the congregation saw the creation of the Shiva Chesed Fund. The purpose of this fund is to serve as a central accountable 

location for donations to provide food for a member family during the week of shiva. Donations are collected either at or subsequent to the funeral by 
designated shiva captains and brought in to the office. The cost of meals provided to the shiva home is paid through this fund. The fund is governed 
in such a way so that expenses for any particular shiva home are balanced by donations received. If donations exceed expenses the balance is 

retained in the fund to be used to assist other families.

SISTERHOOD MITZVAH FUND
Donations to the Mitzvah Fund supplement the Sisterhood’s annual budget and support a wide range of Synagogue physical and financial needs.  
Donations to this Fund are also used to provide shiva meals, welcome packages and new baby gifts to our members.

TORAH FUND

Donations to the Torah Fund are used to supplement the annual budget allocation for the repair and maintenance of the Synagogue’s Torah scrolls.

GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE COMMITTEES

The following is a list of committees at Great Neck Synagogue. We value your participation 

and invite you to call the synagogue office to become more involved.

Adult Education

Bikur Cholim

Chevra Kadisha

Couples Club

Membership

Men’s Club

Public Relations

Sisterhood 

SCOPE

Shiva Chesed

Ushers

Women’s Tefilah
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Great Neck Synagogue
26 Old Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11023

516.487.6100
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