
This week’s parsha could be 

entitled “The Birth of a 

Leader.” We see Moses, 

adopted by Pharaoh’s 

daughter, growing up as a 

prince of Egypt. We see him 

as a young man, for the first 

time realising the implications 

of his true identity. He is, and 

knows he is, a member of an 

enslaved and suffering 

people: “Growing up, he went 

out to where his own people 

were and watched them at 

their hard labour. He saw an 

Egyptian beating a Hebrew, 

one of his own people” (Ex. 

2:10). 

 

He intervenes – he acts: the 

mark of a true leader. We see 

him intervene three times, 

twice in Egypt, once in 

Midian, to rescue victims of 

violence. We then witness the 

great scene at the Burning 

Bush where God summons 

him to lead his people to 

freedom. Moses hesitates four 

times until God becomes 

angry and Moses knows he 

has no other choice. This is a 

classic account of the genesis 

of a hero. 

 

But this is only the surface 

tale. The Torah is a deep and 

subtle book, and it does not 

always deliver its message on 

the surface. Just beneath is 

another far more remarkable 

story, not about a hero but 

about six heroines, six 

courageous women without 

whom there would not have 

been a Moses. 

 

First is Yocheved, wife of 

Amram and mother of the three 

people who were to become the 

great leaders of the Israelites: 

Miriam, Aaron and Moses 

himself. It was Yocheved who, 

at the height of Egyptian 

persecution, had the courage to 

have a child, hide him for three 

months, and then devise a plan 

to give him a chance of being 

rescued. We know all too little 

of Yocheved. In her first 

appearance in the Torah she is 

unnamed. Yet, reading the 

narrative, we are left in no 

doubt about her bravery and 

resourcefulness. Not by 

accident did her children all 

become leaders. 

 

The second was Miriam, 

Yocheved’s daughter and 

Moses’ elder sister. It was she 

who kept watch over the child 

as the small ark floated down 

the river, and it was she who 

approached Pharaoh’s daughter 

with the suggestion that he be 

nursed among his own people. 

The biblical text paints a 

portrait of the young Miriam as 

a figure of unusual fearlessness 

and presence of mind. Rabbinic 

tradition goes further. In a 

remarkable Midrash, we read of 

how, upon hearing of the 

decree that every male Israelite 

baby would be drowned in the 

river, Amram led the Israelites 

in divorcing their wives so that 
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there would be no more 

children. He had logic on his 

side. Could it be right to 

bring children into the world 

if there were a fifty per cent 

chance that they would be 

killed at birth? Yet his 

young daughter Miriam, so 

the tradition goes, 

remonstrated with him and 

persuaded him to change 

his mind. “Your decree,” 

she said, “is worse than 

Pharaoh’s. His affects only 

the boys; yours affects all. 

His deprives children of life 

in this world; yours will 

deprive them of life even in 

the World to Come.” 

Amram relented, and as a 

result, Moses was born. The 

implication is clear: Miriam 

had more faith than her 

father. 

 

Third and fourth were the 

two midwives, Shifrah and 

Puah, who frustrated 

Pharaoh’s first attempt at 

genocide. Ordered to kill 

the male Israelite children 

at birth, they “feared God 

and did not do what the 

king of Egypt had told them 

to do; they let the boys 

live” (Ex. 1:17). Summoned 

and accused of 

disobedience, they 

outwitted Pharaoh by 

constructing an ingenious 

cover story: the Hebrew 

women, they said, are 

vigorous and give birth 
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They added that she was one of the few people (tradition 

enumerates nine) who were so righteous that they entered 

paradise in their lifetime. 

 

So, on the surface, the parsha of Shemot is about the initiation 

into leadership of one remarkable man, but just beneath the 

surface is a counter-narrative of six extraordinary women 

without whom there would not have been a Moses. They 

belong to a long tradition of strong women throughout Jewish 

history, from Deborah, Hannah, Ruth and Esther in the Bible to 

more modern religious figures like Sarah Schenirer and 

Nechama Leibowitz to more secular figures like Anne Frank, 

Hannah Senesh and Golda Meir. 

 

How then, if women emerge so powerfully as leaders, were 

they excluded in Jewish law from certain leadership roles? If 

we look carefully we will see that women were historically 

excluded from two areas. One was the “crown of priesthood”, 

which went to Aaron and his sons. The other was the “crown of 

kingship”, which went to David and his sons. These were two 

roles built on the principle of dynastic succession. From the 

third crown – the “crown of Torah” – however, women were 

not excluded. There were Prophetesses, not just Prophets. The 

Sages enumerated seven of them (Megillah 14a). There have 

been great women Torah scholars always, from the Mishnaic 

period (Beruriah, Ima Shalom) until today. 

 

At stake is a more general distinction. Rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi-

Doron in his Responsa, Binyan Av, differentiates between 

formal or official authority (samchut) and actual leadership 

(hanhagah). There are figures who hold positions of authority 

– prime ministers, presidents, CEOs – who may not be leaders 

at all. They may have the power to force people to do what 

they say, but they have no followers. They excite no 

admiration. They inspire no emulation. And there may be 

leaders who hold no official position at all but who are turned 

to for advice and are held up as role models. They have no 

power but great influence. Israel’s Prophets belonged to this 

category. So, often, did the gedolei Yisrael, the great Sages of 

each generation. Neither Rashi nor Rambam held any official 

position (some scholars say that Rambam was Chief Rabbi of 

Egypt but most hold that he was not, though his descendants 

were). Wherever leadership depends on personal qualities – 

what Max Weber called “charismatic authority” – and not on 

office or title, there is no distinction between women and men. 

 

Yocheved, Miriam, Shifra, Puah, Tzipporah and Batya were 

leaders not because of any official position they held (in the 

case of Batya she was a leader despite her official title as a 

princess of Egypt). They were leaders because they had 

courage and conscience. They refused to be intimidated by 

power or defeated by circumstance. They were the real heroes 

of the Exodus. Their courage is still a source of inspiration 

today. 

before we arrive. They escaped punishment and saved many 

lives. 

 

The significance of this story is that it is the first recorded 

instance of one of Judaism’s greatest contributions to 

civilisation: the idea that there are moral limits to power. 

There are instructions that should not be obeyed. There are 

crimes against humanity that cannot be excused by the claim 

that “I was only obeying orders.” This concept, generally 

known as “civil disobedience”, is usually attributed to the 

nineteenth century American writer Henry David Thoreau, and 

entered international consciousness after the Holocaust and 

the Nuremberg trials. Its true origin, though, lies thousands of 

years earlier in the actions of two women, Shifra and Puah. 

Through their understated courage they earned a high place 

among the moral heroes of history, teaching us the primacy of 

conscience over conformity, the law of justice over the law of 

the land. 

 

The fifth is Tzipporah, Moses’ wife. The daughter of a Midianite 

priest, she was nonetheless determined to accompany Moses 

on his mission to Egypt, despite the fact that she had no 

reason to risk her life on such a hazardous venture. In a 

deeply enigmatic passage, we see it was she who saved Moses’ 

life by performing a circumcision on their son (Ex. 4:24-26). 

The impression we gain of her is a figure of monumental 

determination who, at a crucial moment, had a better sense 

than Moses himself of what God requires. 

 

I have saved until last the most intriguing of them all: 

Pharaoh’s daughter. It was she who had the courage to rescue 

an Israelite child and bring him up as her own in the very 

palace where her father was plotting the destruction of the 

Israelite people. Could we imagine a daughter of Hitler, or 

Eichmann, or Stalin, doing the same? There is something at 

once heroic and gracious about this lightly sketched figure, the 

woman who gave Moses his name. 

 

Who was she? The Torah does not mention her name. However 

the First Book of Chronicles (4:18) references a daughter of 

Pharaoh, named Bitya, and it was she whom the Sages 

identified as the woman who saved Moses. The name Bitya 

(sometimes rendered as Batya) means “the daughter of God”. 

From this, the Sages drew one of their most striking lessons: 

 

    The Holy One, blessed be He, said to her: “Moses was not 

your son, yet you called him your son. You are not My 

daughter, but I shall call you My daughter.” 
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Please Choose a Month to Volunteer as a Coordinator! 

 

Great Neck Synagogue 

2022 - 2023 

Monthly Chesed Collection Calendar 
 

Month Items to be collected 

September Pass It Forward… 

October Toiletries 

November Coats/Hats/Gloves  

December Sweaters/Sweatshirts & Jeans 

January Baby items 

February Crutches/Wheelchairs/Walkers Etc… 

March Chometz Give away 

April Passover products 

May Sports equipment 

June 
Hachnasat Kallah/New Kitchen and 

Household items 

July Cellphones/Eyeglasses/Shoes 

August 
New School  and Art Supplies & 

Knapsacks 

 

Please choose a month and volunteer as a coordinator to help insure that each monthly 
collection will run smoothly. 

 

The following are some of the organizations that will benefit from these monthly programs: 

• Oneg Shabbat 

• Chai Life line                                                              

• Yad Sarah 

• Tomchei Shabbat 

• AFYAH Foundation 

• Ohel 

• NEW EYES for the needy 

• Hachnassat Kallah 

• Soles 4 souls 

• Shalom Task Force 

• Cell Phones For Soldiers 

• Far Rockaway Chesed                       

• Jewish Board of Family and Jewish Services 

• INN- Interfaith Nutrition Network     
 

To volunteer to be a Chesed Coordinator for one month please call 

Mark Twersky at (516) 487- 6100 mtwersky@gns.org 
or Sharon Goldwyn at (917) 287-7334  sgdesignermom@aol.com 

 

Thank you for your help!  
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 

 Saturday, 21 Tevet 

Rabbi Dale Polakoff for Irwin Polakoff 

Helaine Helmreich for Dorothy Gewirtz 

Helaine Helmreich for Perry Gewirtz 

Lev Dynkin for Rashe Dynkin 

Lisa Adler for Irma Swartz 

Steven Swartz for Irma Swartz 

Joyce Swartz for Irma Swartz 

Ron Swartz for Irma Swartz 

Sunday, 22 Tevet 

Carol Berlin for Lotte Bravmann 

Arnie Flatow for Miriam Flatow 

Anita Beretz for Seigfried Reischenberg 

Monday, 23 Tevet 

Jerrald Weinstein for Ruth Kloogman 

Mansour Farhadian for Yedegar Yedegar 

Sue Talansky for Moty Stromer 

Ivor Schneider for Lily Schneider 

Mel Fox for Leah Solomon 

Susan Mayer for Hans Abramson 

Linda Bunim for Isadore Shapiro 

Klara Brand for David Sabov 

Tuesday, 24 Tevet 

Jerrald Weinstein for Sara Weinstein 

Albert Benak for Esther Benak 

Laura Danoff for Sonia Herman 

Wednesday, 25 Tevet 

Mordechai Ahdut for Ezat Miriam Ahdut 

Ilene Schuman for Paul Weinberg 

Tzipporah Gruber for Paula Mandell 

Robin Bours for Theresa Lynn Siegel 

Thursday, 26 Tevet 

Lea Davoudpour for Shaul Hai Gol 

Sharon Goldwyn for Abraham Goldwyn 

Akiva Fishman for Rabbi Eli Fishman 

Seymour Cooper for Miriam Cooper 

Friday,  27 Tevet 

Zehava Atlas for William Machnikoff 

Daniella Muller for William Machnikoff 

Tina Machnikoff for William Machnikoff 

Sydelle Knepper for Michael Marin 

Ira Rosenberg for Abraham Rosenberg 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                              

We are fortunate to have a Great Neck Community      

Calendar where one can post their upcoming simcha or 

special event. It is suggested that when planning a simcha 

or event that you post it on the calendar in order to avoid 

unnecessary conflicts. To post your simcha, send your re-

quest to: greatneckcalendar@gmail.com. If you post on 

the Community Calendar, do not assume that you are 

booked on the GNS calendar as well. You must reserve 

your date on the GNS calendar independently.  

MEAL TRAIN 

We’ve put together a list with the hopes of being able to 

unite as a shul and community and help each other during 

the different times in our lives that we need a little        

support, for good and bad. Grab some friends and cook    

or send a meal. It’s moments like this where a small       

act of chesed can really make others feel part of a       

community. To become part of this group contact        

marcyaharon@aol.com. 

Sarah Hirschfeld (and Arik) would like to thank Rabbi & Ellen      

Polakoff and the entire Great Neck Synagogue community for their love 

and support following the passing of her brother, Michael Schachne, z”l. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

January 14: Girls’ Mini Shabbaton 

January 18: Chaverim with Howard Silberstein 

January 31: Sisterhood Event 

February 3-4: Rabbi Manis Friedman 

February 11: Live Band Karaoke 

February 24: Family Friday Night 

Mazal Tov to Sherri & Martin Ghodsi on the engagement 

of their son Zachary to Rochel Zulberg. 
 

Mazal Tov to Susannah & Noah Leibowitz on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their daughter Annica. Mazal Tov also to  
grandparents Michal & Ron Malen. 
 

Mazal Tov to Cindy & Jeff Liebmann on the upcoming 

marriage of their son Samuel to Lily Weinberg. 
 

Mazal Tov to Sharon Senderowicz, Rebecca & Eric 

Senderowicz and Tamar & Jonathan Hofer, on the         

engagement of their granddaughter and niece Ayelet 

Senderowicz to Eitan Griboff. 

PESACH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,    

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by  

Monday, January 23rd to Diane Rein: drein@verizon.net.   

Thank you very much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have 

about 100!) for their strong support by sponsoring 3   

issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a total 

cost of $100 for the year.  We strongly encourage others 

who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. There is also advertisement 

space available ranging in size from business card to full 

page. A price list is available upon request. Thank you so 

much!  

DECEMBER CHESED COLLECTIONS 

Heartfelt thanks again to Sharon Goldwyn for organizing,    

arranging, and helping with December’s chesed drive.  

Steven Blumner, Chair, would like to thank again all 

those who generously gave sweaters, sweatshirts, and 

jeans to make this drive a huge success!  

We collected a 195 sweaters, 171 sweatshirts, and 116 

pairs of jeans donated to the Gemach at Young Israel of 

New Hyde Park. 

Furthermore, an additional 45 coats, 30 hats and 12 

scarves were donated, for a grand total of 539 coats, 178 

hats, 59 scarves, and 67 pairs of gloves.  

Special thanks to Galit & Grant Reichlin, Davida & Marc 

Yehaskel, Jim Frisch, and Mark Twersky for all their 

help.   
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