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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 וישלח עיקב מלאכים לפניו אל עשו אחיו ארצה שעיר אדום

“Yaakov sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Eisav, toward the land of Seir to Edom’s 
field.” (32:4) 

 The Torah tells us that Eisav lived in the land of Seir, in Edom’s field. This is to tell us that 

Eisav never wanted to forget what Yaakov did to him. As Seir means goat, Eisav wanted to remind 

himself constantly that Yaakov wore the skins of goats so that his arms would be hairy like Eisav’s, 

when he tricked Yitzchak into blessing him. He named his city, Edom’s field, to symbolize the color 

of the stew (red) for which he sold his birthright and for which he wished never to forget.                      

           (Kesef Nivchar) 

 
 ויהרגו כל זכר 

“And they slew every male…” (34:25) 

 The crime was committed by only one individual, Shechem ben Chamor. But apparently the 

brothers considered the entire town to be hostile to the household of Yaakov. If one commits a 

crime and the community does not ostracize him, or if one preaches bigotry and hatred and the 

community does not condemn him, isolate him, or try to eliminate him, then a conspiracy of silence 

exists, which is just as culpable as a conspiracy of action. As Rambam states, “It is for this reason 

that all the males of Shechem were deserving of death, for Shechem abducted and they saw and 

knew, yet they did not bring him to justice (Hilchot Melachim 9:14).            (Torah Treasures) 

 ויהי בצאת  נפשה כי  מתה  ותקרא  שמו בן  אוני  ואביו  קרא   לו בנימין 

“As she was expiring, she called him ‘the son of my agony,’ and his father called him Binyamin.” 
(35:18) 

QUESTION: Why, when Rachel was in such a condition, did Yaakov argue with her over the 

name to be given to the newborn child? 

ANSWER: Rachel felt that her life in this world was ending, and she worried about what 

would happen to her child if he grew up without the care of a mother. As Yaakov was sitting at her 
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bedside, she expressed her feelings: “I am very concerned about my child. I pray that when I am 

gone from this world and in my heavenly abode, his behavior should not cause me pain and agony.” 

Yaakov, wanting to comfort his dying wife, told her not to worry. He promised her that he would 

take extra care of him and assured her that he would be a “ben yamin” – “a right son,” one who 

would conduct himself as is right for his family and a source of nachas to his mother in Gan Eden.    

                                 (Vedebarta Bam) 

 ויצב יעקב מצבה...היא מצבת קברת רחל עד היום 

“Yaakov set up a monument…it is the monument of Rachel’s grave until today…” (35:20) 

 Yaakov set up this monument over the grave of our mother, Rachel, so that future 

generations of Klal Yisrael would know where to come and pour out their hearts in prayer. Indeed, 

we are taught that it is for this reason that Rachel was buried on the roadside – so that on the way 

to the exile her children would be able to beseech her to pray on their behalf. The numerical value 

of קול, voice, representing the voice of prayer, is 136. The numerical value of מצבה, monument, is 

137, one more than that of קול, the voice of prayer. The additional “one” alludes to Rachel, who 

adds to Rachel, who adds her voice to that of those whose pray at her monument.           (Kol Dodi) 

 וישמע ישראל ויהיו בני יעקב שנים עשר 

“And Israel heard, and the sons of Yaakov were twelve…” (35:22) 

 The verse transitions abruptly, first using the name Yisrael and the Yaakov. The name Yisrael 

represents the free, powerful Jew, while Yaakov is the name which represents the Jew in a state of 

subservience. Reuven’s sin set in motion a series of events leading to Yosef’s sale and the exile to 

Egypt. Reuven’s action altered a historical trajectory that was to be victorious, as represented by 

the name Yisrael, to one of servitude and dependance, as represented by the name Yaakov.                       

                      (R’ Menachem Genack) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SHABBAT SHALOM! 

For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve 

Zuckerman at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com. Sponsorships in memory of or in honor of 

someone are $50.00 per issue. 
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