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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 
 ויחלם והנה סלם מצב ארצה וראשו מגיע השמימה  

“He dreamt and behold! A ladder was set earthward, and its top reached heavenward.” (28:12) 

 The ladder in Yaakov Avinu’s dream was a metaphor for life. Every person is on a ladder, 

either headed up or down. The rungs on the ladder are weak. If one does not go up a rung in a short 

period of time, the rung breaks and he falls down one step. At all times one must be focused on 

traveling up the spiritual ladder.                                (Chafetz Chaim) 

 The metaphor of the ladder is to teach us to never give up hope. Even if one is all the way 

on the bottom, the same ladder reaches the heavens.                (Ba’al HaTurim) 

 והיה זרעך כעפר  הארץ 

“And your descendants will be like the dust of the earth.” (28:14) 

 Everyone in the world tramples on the dust of the earth. But in the end the dust of the earth 

covers up every one of those people. This will be the history of the descendants of Yaakov, the 

Jewish people. There will be exile after exile, persecution after persecution. But in the end, they will 

overcome in the days of the final redemption.                                     (Minchah Beleulah) 

 ונתן לי לחם לאכל ובגד ללבש ושבתי בשלום אל בית אבי
“And will provide me with bread to eat and clothing to wear, returning me to my father’s house 
untainted…” (28:20-21) 

 Bread and clothing refer allegorically to the study of Torah and to the performance of 

mitzvot, respectively. When we study the Torah, G-d’s wisdom becomes part of us, just as the food 

we eat becomes part of us. When we perform a mitzvah, we are enveloped by an external, 

transcendent feeling of inspiration, much as a garment surrounds and warms us. In this context, 

“returning to my father’s house untainted” alludes to our return to the domain of holiness after 

venturing out temporarily into the mundane world in order to refine and elevate it to holiness.  

                  (Lubavitcher Rebbe) 
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 ויאמר מה אתן לך ויאמר יעקב לא תתן לי מאומה 

 “Lavan said, ‘What shall I give you?’ Yaakov replied, ‘Don’t give me a thing.’” (30:31) 

 Trusting in Hashem that He would not abandon him, Yaakov did not want to take a salary 

from Lavan. He preferred to enter into a business arrangement and leave the rest to Hashem, for 

Hashem Himself could certainly bring him success. What is more, as our Sages teach, “Blessing is to 

be found only in the things that are hidden from the eye.”  

 “Don’t give me a cent,” said Yaakov. “I do not want you to pay me for my work because I am 

not satisfied with accepting fixed wages from another human being. I want my livelihood to be 

given to me only from the hand of the One who feeds and sustains all.”         (Something to Say) 

 וישמע את דברי בני לבן לאמר...וירא יעקב את פני לבן...ויאמר  ה' אל יעקב שוב אל ארץ אבותיך 

“Yaakov heard the words of Lavan’s sons who were saying…’Yaakov has taken all that belonged 
to our father…’ and Yaakov saw Lavan’s face. And Hashem said to Yaakov, ‘return to the land of 
your fathers…” (31:1-3) 

When gentiles speak disparagingly about Jews, spreading lies about us and goading us on – 

similar to, Yaakov heard the words of Lavan’s sons… [we can still stay put]. We absorb all of their 

abuse, - hearing it, and not saying a word in reply, in the spirit of, “You do your thing, while we do 

ours.” 

However, when we see that that their “faces” – i.e., their leaders – “are not as yesterday or 

the day before,” this is as it says, “And Yaakov saw Lavan’s face” – he changed his demeanor 

towards him. When the leaders of the gentile governments start to show us an angry face, then it is 

time for us to seek a place of refuge to escape to. And the most secure place of refuge is the land of 

our forefathers – Return to the land of your fathers.              (Torah Treasures) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHABBAT SHALOM! 

For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve 

Zuckerman at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com. Sponsorships in memory of or in honor of 

someone are $50.00 per issue. 

mailto:zkster@aol.com

