
One fact about this week’s 

parsha has long perplexed the 

commentators. After his 

wrestling match with the 

unnamed adversary, Jacob was 

told: “Your name shall no 

longer be Jacob, but Israel, for 

you have striven with beings 

Divine and human, and have 

prevailed” (Gen. 32:29, JPS 

translation). Or “Your name will 

no longer be said to be Jacob, 

but Israel. You have become 

great (sar) before God and 

man. You have won.” (Aryeh 

Kaplan translation). 

This change of name takes 

place not once but twice. After 

the encounter with Esau, and 

the episode of Dina and 

Shechem, God told Jacob to go 

to Beth El. Then we read: 

“After Jacob returned from 

Paddan Aram, God appeared to 

him again and blessed him. 

God said to him, ‘Your name is 

Jacob, but you will no longer be 

called Jacob; your name will be 

Israel.’ So He named him 

Israel”. Gen. 35:9-10 

Note, first, that this is not an 

adjustment of an existing name 

by the change or addition of a 

letter, as when God changed 

Abram’s name to Abraham, or 

Sarai’s to Sarah. It is an 

entirely new name, as if to 

signal that what it represents is 

a complete change of 

character. Second, as we have 

seen, the name change 

happened not once but twice. 

Third – and this is the puzzle of 

puzzles – having said twice that 

his name will no longer be 

Jacob, the Torah continues to 

call him Jacob. God Himself does 

so. So do we, every time we pray 

to the God of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. How so, when the Torah 

twice tells us that his name will 

no longer be Jacob? 

Radak suggests that “your name 

will no longer be called Jacob” 

means, “your name will no longer 

only be called Jacob.” You will 

have another name as well. This 

is ingenious, but hardly the plain 

sense of the verse. Sforno says, 

“In the Messianic Age, your name 

will no longer be called Jacob.” 

This, too, is difficult. The future 

tense, as used in the Torah, 

means the near future, not the 

distant one, unless explicitly 

specified. 

This is just one mystery among 

many when it comes to Jacob’s 

character and his relationship 

with his brother Esau. So difficult 

is it to understand the stories 

about them that, to make sense 

of them, they have been overlaid 

in Jewish tradition with a thick 

layer of Midrash that makes Esau 

almost perfectly evil and Jacob 

almost perfectly righteous. There 

is a clear need for such Midrash, 

for educational purposes. Esau 

and Jacob, as portrayed in the 

Torah, are too nuanced and 

complex to be the subject of 

simple moral lessons for young 

minds. So Midrash gives us a 

world of black and white, as 

Maharatz Chajes explained. 

The biblical text itself, though, is 

far more subtle. It does not state 

that Esau is bad and Jacob is 

good. Rather, it shows that they 

are two different kinds of human 

being. The contrast between 
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them is like the one made by 

Nietzsche between the Greek 

figures of Apollo and 

Dionysus. Apollo represents 

reason, logic, order, self-

control; Dionysus stands for 

emotion, passion, nature, 

wildness and chaos. 

Apollonian cultures value 

restraint and modesty; 

Dionysian ones go for 

ostentation and excess. 

Jacob is Apollonian, Esau, 

Dionysiac. 

Or it may be that Esau 

represents the Hunter, 

considered a hero in many 

ancient cultures, but not so 

in the Torah, which 

represents the agrarian and 

pastoral ethic of farmers and 

shepherds. With the 

transition from hunter-

gatherer to farmer-and-

herdsman, the Hunter is no 

longer a hero and instead is 

seen as a figure of violence, 

especially when combined, as 

in the case of Esau, with a 

mercurial temperament. It is 

not so much that Esau is bad 

and Jacob good, but that 

Esau represents the world 

that was, while Jacob 

represents, if sometimes 

tentatively and fearfully, a 

new world about to be 

brought into being, whose 

spirituality would be radically 

different, new and 

challenging. 

The fact that Jacob and Esau 

were twins is fundamental. 

Their relationship is one of 

the classic cases of sibling 

rivalry. Key to understanding 
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Times 

Shabbat 12/10  

Candle Lighting 4:10pm 

Mincha 4:15pm 

Hashkama 8:00am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30am 

Main 9:00am 

Youth 9:00am 

Beit Midrash 9:15am 

Gemara Shiur 3:35pm 

Mincha     4:05pm 

Shabbat Ends 5:18pm 

Week of 12/11  

Sunday 

Mon/Thurs 

Tues/Wed/Fri 

7:30/8:30am 

6:35/7:45am 

6:45/7:45am  

Mincha                      4:15pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

December 10 9:27/10:14am 

December 17 9:32/10:18am 

Next Shabbat     
Vayeshev           

Candle Lighting     4:11pm 

Mincha 4:15pm                 

Kiddush Is Sponsored By 

Great Neck Synagogue  

 

Seudah Shlishit Is Sponsored By 

Lillian & Gary Chubak 

In Memory Of Her Mother 

Malvina Graf, z”l 
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like Goethe and Schiller, and musicians like Mozart and 

Beethoven. Some were able to integrate this with faithfulness to 

Judaism as creed and deed – figures like Rabbis Samson Raphael 

Hirsch and Nehemiah Nobel. But some did not. They left the fold. 

They changed their names. They hid their identity. None of us is 

entitled to be critical of what they did. The combined impact of 

intellectual challenge, social change, and incendiary antisemitism, 

was immense. Yet this was a Jacob response, not an Israel one. 

It is happening today in large swathes of the Jewish world. Jews 

have overachieved. Judaism, with some notable exceptions, has 

underachieved. There are Jews at or near the top of almost every 

field of human endeavour today, but all too many have either 

abandoned their religious heritage or are indifferent to it. For 

them, being Jewish is a slender ethnicity, too thin to be 

transmitted to the future, too hollow to inspire. 

We have waited so long for what we have today and have never 

had simultaneously before in all of Jewish history: independence 

and sovereignty in the state of Israel, freedom and equality in the 

diaspora. Almost everything that a hundred generations of our 

ancestors prayed for has been given to us. Will we really (in Lin-

Manuel Miranda’s phrase) throw away our shot? Will we be Israel? 

Or will we show, to our shame, that we have not yet outlived the 

name of Jacob, the person who wanted to be someone else? Jacob 

was often fearful because he was not sure who he wanted to be, 

himself or his brother. That is why God said to him, “Let your 

name not be Jacob but Israel.” When you are afraid, and unsure 

of who you are, you are Jacob. When you are strong in yourself, 

as yourself, you are Israel. 

The fact that the Torah and tradition still use the word Jacob, not 

just Israel, tells us that the problem has not disappeared. Jacob 

seems to have wrestled with this throughout his life, and we still 

do today. It takes courage to be different, a minority, 

countercultural. It’s easy to live for the moment like Esau, or to 

“be like the peoples of the world” as Ezekiel said. 

I believe the challenge issued by the angel still echoes today. Are 

we Jacob, embarrassed by who we are? Or are we Israel, with the 

courage to stand upright and walk tall in the path of faith? 

their story is what Rene Girard called mimetic desire: the desire to 

have what someone else has, because they have it. Ultimately, 

this is the desire to be someone else. 

That is what the name Jacob signifies. It is the name he acquired 

because he was born holding on to his brother Esau’s heel. That 

was consistently his posture during the key events of his early life. 

He bought his brother’s birthright. He wore his brother’s clothes. 

At his mother’s request, he took his brother’s blessing. When 

asked by his father, “Who are you, my son?” He replied, “I am 

Esau, your firstborn.” 

Jacob was the man who wanted be Esau. Why so? Because Esau 

had one thing he did not have: his father’s love. “Isaac, who had a 

taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebecca loved Jacob.” 

All that changed in the great wrestling match between Jacob and 

the unknown stranger. Our Sages teach us that this stranger was 

an angel in disguise. After they fight, he tells Jacob that his name 

would now be Israel. The stated explanation of this name is: “for 

you have wrestled with God and with man and have prevailed.” It 

also resonates with two other senses. Sar means “prince, royalty.” 

Yashar means “upright.” Both of these are in sharp contrast with 

the name “Jacob,” one who “holds on to his brother’s heel.” 

How then are we to understand what, first the stranger, then God, 

said to Jacob? Not as a statement, but as a request, a challenge, 

an invitation. Read it not as, “You will no longer be called Jacob 

but Israel.” Instead read it as, “Let your name no longer be Jacob 

but Israel,” meaning, “Act in such a way that this is what people 

call you.” Be a prince. Be royalty. Be upright. Be yourself. Don’t 

long to be someone else. This would turn out to be a challenge not 

just then but many times in the Jewish future. 

Often, Jews have been content to be themselves. But from time to 

time, they have come into contact with a civilisation whose 

intellectual, cultural and even spiritual sophistication was 

undeniable. It made them feel awkward, inferior, like a villager 

who comes to a city for the first time. Jews lapsed into the 

condition of Jacob. They wanted to be someone else. 

The first time we hear this is in the words of the Prophet Ezekiel: 

“You say, ‘We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the 

world, who serve wood and stone.’ But what you have in mind will 

never happen” (Ez. 20:32). In Babylon, the people encountered 

an impressive empire whose military and economic success 

contrasted radically with their own condition of exile and defeat. 

Some wanted to stop being Jews and become someone else, 

anyone else. 

We hear it again in the days of the Greeks. Some Jews became 

Hellenised. We recognise that in the names of High Priests like 

Jason and Menelaus. The battle against this is the story of 

Chanukah. Something similar happened in the days of Rome. 

Josephus was one of those who went over to the other side, 

though he remained a defender of Judaism. 

It happened again during the Enlightenment. Jews fell in love with 

European culture. With philosophers like Kant and Hegel, poets 





Sisterhood is proud to partner with the GNS "Let's Bake Someone's Day" project: before a holiday, 
people volunteer to bake and deliver their homemade goods to an ill/elderly GNS member (contact 
of person to be provided).  
If you would like to bake and deliver your cake from this event (or would like to bake a second cake 
--dry ingredients will be provided at no charge at the event—and deliver) please sign up in advance 
to let the event chairs know. We welcome everyone to participate in this chesed opportunity.  







2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

Donations to the GN Eiruv Association can be made online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate or                 
a check can be mailed to GN Eiruv Association, PO Box 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Jahan Aghalar  
Marcy & Danny Aharon  
Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff  
Elana & David Aminoff  
Ruthie & Chaim Anfang  
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy  
Debra & Simon Auerbacher  
Avigayil & David Bakst  
Vita Barth  
Emma & Bart Baum  
Carol & Charles Berlin  
Michelle & Philip Berman  
Mildred & Samuel Block  
Robin & Steven Blumner  
Sari & Stuart Braunstein  
Drora & Paul Brody  
Deborah & Hal Chadow  
Lilly & Gary Chubak  
Naomi & Adam Cohen  
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen  
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Elliot Kalker  
Jill & Michael Katz  
Sydelle & Robert Knepper  
Sima & Isaac Kohannim 
Leslie & Michael Kule  
Armin Lalehzari  
Celia & Jack Lemonik  
Marla & Micah Lemonik  
Myra Lewis  
Carole & Charles Libby  
Howard London  
Judy & Richard Lillien  
Gertrude Louzon  
Hindi & Ben Lunzer  
Tina Machnikoff  
Tovah & Josh Marmer  
Kimberly & Jason Mayer  
Susan Mayer  
Sharon & Edward Mazur  
Karen & Alan Mazurek  
Annie & Robert Mendelson  
Milt Mitzner  
Zara & Eli Moradi  
Meeka Levin & David Natanov  
Ellen & Mark Newman  
Judy & Lanny Oppenheim   
Brenda & Ed Parver  
Suzanne & Paul Peyser  
Ellen & Dale Polakoff  
Louisa & Alan Prawer  
Rabinowitz Family  
Diane & David Rein  
Galit & Grant Reichlin  
Fern & Marvin Resmovits  
Leah & Terry Rifkin  
Anida & Edwin Rosman  
Diana Rubinov  
Michelle & Norman Rutta  
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski  
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman  
David Schimel  
Hannah Flamenbaum & Charles Segal  
Sharon Senderowicz  
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Karen & Eric Shakin  
Moshe Sharifian  

Ellen & Mitchell Siegel  
Florin & Howard Silberstein  
Rebeka & David Simhaee  
Shoshana & Martin Sokol  
Dodi & Jonathan Spielman  
Orly & Alan Steinberg  
Sue & Arthur Talansky  
Michelle & Nathaniel Tarnor  
Robin & David Tobin Hess  
Pamela & Baruch Toledano  
Sharon & Mark Twersky  
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress  
Hadassah Wachstock  
Roselin Wagner  
Barbara & Mark Weinblatt  
Jerrald Weinstein  
Lisa & Dov Weinstein  
Rebecca Weisel  
Linda & Brian Weiss  
Lili & Alex Weiss  
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor  
Helen & David Wolf  
Michele & Howard Wolf  
Zinat Yacobi  
Magda & Sam Yehaskel  
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Saturday, 16 Kislev 

Lillian Chubak for Malvina Graf 

Sunday, 17 Kislev 

Risa Pulver for Bernie Shapiro 

Monday, 18 Kislev 

Pearl Ginsburg for Irving Helfman 

Sharyn Falkenstein for Irving Helfman 

Tuesday, 19 Kislev 

Israel Rosenzweig for Jacob Bladow 

Steven Rosenzweig for Jacob Bladow 

Ellen Siegel for Mamie Bluestein 

Wednesday, 20 Kislev 

Debbie Furst for Dora Kaminer 

Rose Weiss for Kalman Fajg 

Ray Sandler for Abraham Sandler 

Thursday, 21 Kislev 

Pearl Ginsburg for Isaiah Ginsburg 

Martin Brownstein for Samuel Brownstein 

Friday,  22 Kislev 

Mahin Aryeh for Michal Yacobi 

Farzin Khorramian for Manoocher Khorramian 

Hillel Milun for Reuben Milun 

Mansour Farhadian for Robert Farhadian 

Fred Pomerantz for David Pomerantz 

SAVE THE DATE 

Please save the date for the GNS 360 Shabbat Lunch on 

May 13, 2023. We look forward to your participation! 

MEAL TRAIN 

We’ve put together a list with the hopes of being able to 

unite as a shul and community and help each other during 

the different times in our lives that we need a little       

support, for good and bad. Grab some friends and cook    

or send a meal. It’s moments like this where a small act   

of chesed can really make others feel part of a community.  

To join the group contact marcyaharon@aol.com. 

 

 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                              

As you may know, we are fortunate to have a Great Neck 

Community Calendar where one can post their upcoming   

simcha or special event. It is suggested that when planning 

a simcha or event that you post it on the calendar in order 

to avoid unnecessary conflicts.                                        

To post your simcha, send your request to:                 

greatneckcalendar@gmail.com. If you post on the        

Community Calendar, do not assume that you are booked 

on the GNS calendar as well. You must reserve your date on 

the GNS calendar independently.  

Carol Berlin and family would like to thank Rabbi Polakoff and 

the Great Neck Synagogue community for the  outpouring of support 

following the passing of her father, Ludwig Bravmann, z”l. 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS 

GNS has several members that live alone and would   

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for  

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net who 

will provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. You may not know them, they may 

be from a different generation or they may daven in a 

different GNS minyan than you do, but we are all part of the 

same GNS family. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

December 7: Chaverim (Pearl Ginsberg/Alan Steinberg) 

December 7: Sisterhood Cooking Class 

December 10: Murder Mystery Night 

December 10: Video Game Mini Shabbaton 

December 16: 10th Grade Dinner   

December 17: Chanukah Bash 

December 18: Lights On with the LiSTEAM Group 

December 21: Chaverim 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  

CHANUKAH LUNCH & LEARN AT KENSINGTON GATE 

A Chanukah Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Polakoff will be 

held on Monday, December 12th from 12pm-1pm hosted 

by Joan and Henry Katz, One Kensington Gate, Apt. PH19. 

Sponsorships are available in honor or in memory of   

someone for $36, $72 or $100. RSVP is required - please 

contact Joan Katz at joan.katz@gmail.com or               

(516) 482-7781 or Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net or                 

(516) 487-1296. 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS: SPONSOR 

CHANUKAH GIFTS/VOLUNTEER TO MAKE  DELIVERIES  

For Chanukah, the GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections 

are planning to distribute beautiful Chanukah packages 

from Meorot to members of our shul that could benefit 

from our outreach. If you would like to volunteer to make 

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor Chanukah packages ($18/package and there are 

about 50 recipients), please contact Diane Rein 

at drein@verizon.net. For sponsorship payment, please 

either venmo to @vivian-kron or mail check payable to 

GNS Sisterhood to Vivian Kron, 26 Wooleys Lane, Great 

Neck, NY 11023 or mail check payable to GNS Sisterhood 

to Great Neck Synagogue, 26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, 

NY 11023. Delivery times are flexible during the week of 

December 12th. Thank you very much!  

NOVEMBER CHESED COLLECTIONS 

Heartfelt thanks to Sharon Goldwyn for organizing,    

arranging, and helping with November’s chesed drive.  

Steven Blumner, Chair, would like to thank all those who 

generously gave coats, hats, scarves, and gloves to make 

this drive a huge success! We collected a record number of 

items including: 472 coats, 148 hats, 47 scarves and 67 

pairs of gloves donated to UJA and Samuel Feld Y. Special 

thanks to Amnon Ambalo, Steve Edelman, Robert 

Ebrahimian, Jim Frisch, Marc Kalter, Milt Mitzner, Joe 

Rosenthal and Mark Twersky for all their help.    

DECEMBER CHESED COLLECTION 

Men, women and children’s sweaters, sweatshirts, jeans to 

be donated to the Gemach in New Hyde Park. Drop off  

December 8th to 30th at: 

9 Willow Lane (Yehaskel), 24 Brookbridge (Reichlin, by 

front door) or 88 Old Pond Road (Blumner). Any questions, 

call Steve 516-639-8941.     
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