
Mikketz represents the most 

sudden and radical 

transformation in the Torah. 

Joseph, in a single day, 

moves from zero to hero, 

from forgotten, languishing 

prisoner to viceroy of Egypt, 

the most powerful man in the 

land, in control of the nation’s 

economy. 

 

Until now, Joseph has rarely 

been the author of events. He 

has been the done to rather 

than the doer; passive rather 

than active; object rather 

than subject. First his father, 

then his brothers, then the 

Midianites and Ishmaelites, 

then Potiphar and his wife, 

then the prison warden, have 

all directed his life. Among 

the most important things in 

that life had been dreams, 

but dreams are things that 

happened to you, not things 

you choose. 

 

What is decisive is the way 

last week’s parsha ends. 

Having given a favourable 

interpretation to the dream of 

the chief butler, predicting 

that he would be restored to 

office, and realising that he 

would soon be in a position to 

have Joseph’s case re-

examined and Joseph himself 

set free, the butler “did not 

remember Joseph, and forgot 

him.” Joseph’s most 

determined attempt to 

change the direction of fate 

comes to nothing. Despite 

being centre-stage for much of 

the time, Joseph was not in 

control. 

 

Suddenly this changes, totally 

and definitively. Joseph has 

been asked to interpret 

Pharaoh’s dreams. But he does 

far more than that. First he 

interprets the dreams. Second, 

he maps that onto reality. 

These were not just dreams. 

They are about the Egyptian 

economy in the course of the 

next 14 years. And they are 

about to become true now. 

Then, having made this 

prediction, he diagnoses the 

problem. The people will starve 

during the seven years of 

famine. Next, with a stroke of 

sheer genius, he solves the 

problem. Store a fifth of the 

produce during the years of 

plenty, and it will then be 

available to stave off starvation 

during the lean years. 

 

Margaret Thatcher was reported 

as having said, of another 

Jewish adviser, Lord (David) 

Young, “Other people bring me 

problems, David brings me 

solutions.” That was 

magnificently true in the case of 

Joseph, and we have no 

difficulty understanding the 

response of the Egyptian court: 

“The plan seemed good to 

Pharaoh and to all his 

officials. So Pharaoh asked 

them, ‘Can we find anyone like 

this man, one in whom is the 

spirit of God?’” (Gen. 41:37-38) 

Rabbi Sacks on Miketz 
At the age of 30, Joseph is 

the most powerful man in 

the region, and his 

administrative competence 

is total. He travels round 

the country, arranges for 

collection of the grain, and 

ensures that it is stored 

safely. There is so much 

that, in the Torah’s words, 

he stops keeping records 

because it is beyond 

measure. When the years 

of plenty are over, his 

position becomes even 

more powerful. Everyone 

turns to him for food. 

Pharaoh himself commands 

the people, “Go to Joseph 

and do what he tells you.” 

 

So far, so good. And at this 

point the narrative shifts 

from Joseph, viceroy of 

Egypt, controller of its 

economy, to Joseph, son of 

Jacob, and his relationship 

with the brothers who, 22 

years earlier, had sold him 

as a slave. It is this story 

that will dominate the next 

few chapters, rising to a 

climax in Judah’s speech at 

the beginning of the next 

parsha. 

 

One effect of this is that it 

tends to move Joseph’s 

political and administrative 

activity into the 

background. But if we read 

it carefully – not just how it 

begins, but how it continues 

– we discover something 
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Aaron Wildavsky in his book about Joseph, Assimilation versus 

Separation, says that Joseph “left the system into which he 

was elevated less humane than it was by making Pharaoh 

more powerful than he had been.” Leon Kass, in The Beginning 

of Wisdom, says about Joseph’s decision to make the people 

pay for food in the years of famine (food that they themselves 

had handed over during the years of plenty): “Joseph is saving 

life by making Pharaoh rich and, soon, all-powerful. While we 

may applaud Joseph’s forethought, we are rightly made 

uneasy by this man who profits from exercising his god-like 

power over life and death.” 

 

It may be that the Torah intends no criticism of Joseph 

whatsoever. He was acting loyally to Pharaoh and judiciously 

to Egypt as a whole. Or it may be that there is an implied 

criticism of his character. As a child, he dreamt of power; as 

an adult he exercised it; but Judaism is critical of power and 

those who seek it. Another possibility: the Torah is warning us 

of the hazards and obscurities of politics. A policy that seems 

wise in one generation discloses itself as dangerous in the 

next. Or perhaps Leon Kass is right when he says, “Joseph’s 

sagacity is technical and managerial, not moral and political. 

He is long on forethought and planning but short on 

understanding the souls of men.” 

 

What this entire passage represents is the first intrusion of 

politics into the life of the family of the covenant. From the 

beginning of Exodus to the end of Deuteronomy, politics will 

dominate the narrative. But this is our first introduction to it: 

Joseph’s appointment to a key position in the Egyptian court. 

And what it is telling us is the sheer ambiguity of power. On 

the one hand, you cannot create or sustain a society without it. 

On the other hand, it almost cries out to be abused. Power is 

dangerous, even when used with the best of intentions by the 

best of people. Joseph acted to strengthen the hand of a 

Pharaoh who had been generous to him, and would be likewise 

to the rest of his family. He could not have foreseen what that 

same power might make possible in the hands of a “new 

Pharaoh who knew not Joseph.” 

 

Tradition called Joseph ha-tzaddik, the righteous. At the same 

time, the Talmud says that he died before his brothers, 

“because he assumed airs of authority.” Even a tzaddik with 

the best of intentions, when he or she enters politics and 

assumes airs of authority, can make mistakes. 

 

I believe the great challenge of politics is to keep policies 

humane and that politicians remain humble, so that power, 

always so dangerous, is not used for harm. That is an ongoing 

challenge, and tests even the best.  

quite disturbing. The story is taken up in next week’s parsha in 

chapter 47. It describes an extraordinary sequence of events. 

 

It begins when the Egyptians have used up all their money 

buying grain. They come to Joseph asking for food, telling him 

they will die without it, and he replies by telling them he will 

sell it to them in exchange for ownership of their livestock. 

They willingly do so: they bring their horses, donkeys, sheep 

and cattle. The next year he sells them grain in exchange for 

their land. The result of these transactions is that within a 

short period of time – seemingly a mere three years – he has 

transferred to Pharaoh’s ownership all the money, livestock 

and private land, with the exception of the land of the Priests, 

which he allowed them to retain. 

 

Not only this, but the Torah tells us that Joseph “removed the 

population town by town, from one end of Egypt’s border to 

the other” (Gen. 47:21) – a policy of enforced resettlement 

that would eventually be used against Israel by the Assyrians. 

 

The question is: was Joseph right to do this? Seemingly, he did 

it of his own accord. He was not asked to do so by Pharaoh. 

The result, however, of all these policies is that unprecedented 

wealth and power were now concentrated in Pharaoh’s hand – 

power that would eventually be used against the Israelites. 

More seriously, twice we encounter the phrase avadim le-Faro, 

“slaves to Pharaoh” – one of the key phrases in the Exodus 

account and in the answer to the questions of the child in the 

Seder service (Gen. 47:19, 25). With this difference: that it 

was said, not by the Israelites, but by the Egyptians. 

 

During the famine itself, the Egyptians say to Joseph (in next 

week’s parsha), “Buy us and our land in exchange for 

food, and we with our land will be slaves to Pharaoh… Thus 

Joseph acquired all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every 

Egyptian sold their field…and the land became 

Pharaoh’s.” (Gen. 47:19-20). 

 

This entire passage, which begins in our parsha and continues 

into next week’s, raises a most serious question. We tend to 

assume that the enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt was a 

consequence of, and punishment for, the brothers selling 

Joseph as a slave. But Joseph himself turned the Egyptians 

into a nation of slaves. What is more, he created the highly 

centralised power that would eventually be used against his 

people. 

 



 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

 

GNS Bikur Cholim, GNS Connections and the GNS Youth Department want to give a huge thank 

you to the many people who overwhelmingly responded to ensure that the elderly and/or ill members 

of our synagogue enjoy a beautiful Chanukah with special Meorot gifts and delicious homemade baked 

goods so that they continue to feel the love and warmth of our GNS family in their home. Special 

thank you to the Vivian Kron and Judy   Lillien Co-Presidents of the Sisterhood of Great Neck        

Synagogue and Mark Friedman, President of Men's Club for always supporting our efforts. Thank you 

to Henny Helmreich for making gorgeous cards used for the gifts. Thank you to Jessica Smooha, Lilia 

Shemesh and Ruthie Goykadosh of Meorot for partnering with us to provide the beautiful gifts. Thank 

you to Rabbi Polakoff, Mark Twersky and Jim Frisch for all their support and help.  

 

 
Thank you to our generous sponsors for making it possible to do this Chanukah chesed  
project: 
 
Anonymous (2) 

Liora Ben-Sorek, Robyn and Steven Blumner, Debbie and Hal Chadow, Meryl and Mark Friedman, 

Donna and Joey Hecht in honor of Veronica Hecht and in memory of Pinchas Hecht, Erica and Eliot 

Heisler, Debbie and  Robert Hollander, Hedva and Edmund Kessler, Dahlia and Mervin Klein, Ilana and 

Jonathan Kroll, Carole Lerman and Charles Libby, Annie and Robert Mendelson, Risa Pulver, Diane and 

David Rein, Talia and Carey Reiss, Michelle and Norman Rutta, Heather and Jerry Siegelman, Jill and 

Ron Swartz, Sara and Seth Wilson and Michelle and Joe Yehaskel. 

 

 

Thank you to our amazing volunteers who made all the Meorot gift deliveries: 

 

Rachel Brecher, Hannah and Molly Feldschreiber, Shoshana Flax, Joey Hecht, Debbie Hollander, Louise 

Kahn, Hedva Kessler, Carole Lerman, Cindy Ludwig, Tania Orenstein, Liz and Benny Ort, Brenda    

Parver, Ellen Polakoff, Galit, Ilan and Liora Reichlin, Carl Rosenberg, Aliza and Charlie  Sassoon, Roya 

Shavolian, Jessica Shusterman, Lauren Silberstein, Rachel Sturm, Davida Yehaskel, Michelle Yehaskel 

 

 

Thank you to our incredible bakers who made and delivered delicious desserts for the   

Chanukah Let's Bake Someone's Day Project: 

 

Zehava Atlas, Dina Cohen, Yve Fouladi, Cindy Hodkin, Vivian Kron, Janet Lenchner, Judy Lillen, Malka 

Louzoun, Lizzy Luxenberg, Negar Maher, Annie Mendelson, Ellen Polakoff, Aliza Sassoon, Jessica 

Shusterman, Rachel Sturm, Ilana Wallenstein, Abby Weiss, Sara Wilson and Michelle Yehaskel 

 
 
 
 
   Rachel Brecher                                    Zehava Atlas                                    Diane Rein 
Chair, GNS Connections                 Chair, GNS Youth Department         Chair, GNS Bikur Cholim  
  



 







2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

Donations to the GN Eiruv Association can be made online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate or                 
a check can be mailed to GN Eiruv Association, PO Box 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Jahan Aghalar  
Marcy & Danny Aharon  
Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff  
Elana & David Aminoff  
Ruthie & Chaim Anfang  
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy  
Debra & Simon Auerbacher  
Avigayil & David Bakst  
Vita Barth  
Emma & Bart Baum  
Carol & Charles Berlin  
Michelle & Philip Berman  
Mildred & Samuel Block  
Robin & Steven Blumner  
Sari & Stuart Braunstein  
Drora & Paul Brody  
Deborah & Hal Chadow  
Lilly & Gary Chubak  
Naomi & Adam Cohen  
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen  
Laura & Scott Danoff  
Nicole & Mordecai Dicker  
Rachel Dicker & Carl Mosesson  
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch  
Alina & Lev Dynkin  
Rebekah & Brian Edelman  
Sarit & Shlomo Elias  
Matthew & Janine Ellis  
Marc Epstein  
Fran & Stuart Feintuch  
Lori & Dennis Ferster  
Pearl Field  
Kathy & Arnie Flatow  
Corinne & Joe Franco  
Meryl & Mark Friedman  
Susan & Jim Frisch  
Debbie & Tom Furst  
Olga & Matt Gartenhaus  
Alana & Adam Gelnick  
Sherri & Martin Ghodsi  
Sandra & Mark Gold  
Deborah & Charles Goldberg  
Rachel & Israel Goldman  
Eric Goldstein  
Sharon Goldwyn  
Tara & Irving Golombeck  
Amy & Martin Griffel  
Edna & Noam Guilor  
Edward Hakimian  
Dina & Natan Hamerman  
Devorah & Phil Hanfling  
Erica & Eliot Heisler  
Hennie Helmreich  
Rachel & Jamie Hirsch  
Beverly & Frank Hochheimer  
Alisa & Michael Hoenig  

Holly Burns & David Hoenig  
Judy & Martin Hoffman  
Deborah & Robert Hollander  
Lauren Hyman  
Esther & Joshua Ishal  
Helen & Harvey Ishofsky 
Malka & Shmuel Ismach  
Tamara & Ben Jampel  
Leslie Kahn  
Louise & Leonard Kahn  
Fran & David Kalish 
Elliot Kalker 
Thelma & Emile Katan  
Jill & Michael Katz  
Sydelle & Robert Knepper  
Sima & Isaac Kohannim 
Leslie & Michael Kule  
Armin Lalehzari  
Celia & Jack Lemonik  
Marla & Micah Lemonik  
Myra Lewis  
Carole & Charles Libby  
Howard London  
Judy & Richard Lillien  
Gertrude Louzon  
Hindi & Ben Lunzer  
Tina Machnikoff  
Tovah & Josh Marmer  
Kimberly & Jason Mayer  
Susan Mayer  
Sharon & Edward Mazur  
Karen & Alan Mazurek  
Annie & Robert Mendelson  
Milt Mitzner  
Zara & Eli Moradi  
Meeka Levin & David Natanov  
Ellen & Mark Newman  
Judy & Lanny Oppenheim   
Brenda & Ed Parver  
Suzanne & Paul Peyser  
Ellen & Dale Polakoff  
Louisa & Alan Prawer  
Rabinowitz Family  
Diane & David Rein  
Galit & Grant Reichlin  
Fern & Marvin Resmovits  
Leah & Terry Rifkin  
Anida & Edwin Rosman  
Diana Rubinov  
Michelle & Norman Rutta  
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski  
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman  
David Schimel  
Hannah Flamenbaum & Charles Segal  
Sharon Senderowicz  
Kaivan Shahkohi  

Karen & Eric Shakin  
Moshe Sharifian  
Ellen & Mitchell Siegel  
Florin & Howard Silberstein  
Rebeka & David Simhaee  
Shoshana & Martin Sokol  
Dodi & Jonathan Spielman  
Orly & Alan Steinberg  
Sue & Arthur Talansky  
Michelle & Nathaniel Tarnor  
Robin & David Tobin Hess  
Pamela & Baruch Toledano  
Sharon & Mark Twersky  
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress  
Hadassah Wachstock  
Roselin Wagner  
Barbara & Mark Weinblatt  
Jerrald Weinstein  
Lisa & Dov Weinstein  
Rebecca Weisel  
Linda & Brian Weiss  
Lili & Alex Weiss  
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor  
Helen & David Wolf  
Michele & Howard Wolf  
Zinat Yacobi  
Magda & Sam Yehaskel  
Cynthia & Henry Zanger  
Aviva & Robert Zausmer  
Shellie & Steven Zuckerman  

http://www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Saturday, 30 Kislev 

Drora Brody for Mazal Yefet 

Sunday, 1 Tevet 

Chava Shalmon for Yosef Grinszpan 

Stuart Schwartz for Herbert Schwartz 

Martin Sokol for Milton Sokol 

Gerald Traub for Emil Traub 

Monday, 2 Tevet 

Joe Rosenthal for Paul Rosenthal 

Alla Landa for Leo Fleysher 

Lauren Hyman for Leon Hyman 

Tuesday, 3 Tevet 

Jerrald Weinstein for Morris Weinstein 

Susan Frisch for Felix Samelson 

Leonard Kahn for Robert Kahn 

Lev Dynkin for Rakhil Shifman 

Joan Katz for Nathan William Rezak 

Doreen Zobel for Harry Geist 

Wednesday, 4 Tevet 

Chaya Gilad for Naftali Freeman 

Baruch Toledano for Jamila Toledano 

Paul Brody for Miriam Weiner 

Ilene Schuman for Louis Tabachnick 

Judith Soleimani for Lilly Hajdu 

Sharon Goldwyn for Emanuel Goldwyn 

Thursday, 5 Tevet 

Albert Miller for Molly Miller 

Deena Heisler for Samuel Jacob Wachsberg 

Friday,  6 Tevet 

Judy Lillien for Bessie Manis 

Susan Goldman for Ilana Pachinsky 

Randi Luxenberg for Evelyn Beeber 

Stewart Kaplan for David Kaplan 

SISTERHOOD THANK YOU 

Sisterhood would like to thank Vivian Kron, Judy Lillien, 

Michelle Yehaskel and Ellen Polakoff for all of their time 

and help for a most successful "Crumb Bake With Me”   

featuring Great Necks own Jacqui Luxenberg Spiegel 

who guided us in preparing a delicious olive oil crumb 

cake. Each participant took home their own prepared    

ingredients ready to be baked with a special bag of    

measuring cups, whisks, spatulas and an oven mitt. 

We had over 50 participants including some of our very  

youngest youth group members who came with their 

moms. Everyone had a great time learning baking tips 

from a professional and socializing. As a bonus many of 

our participants will donate their cake to Bake Someone’s 

Day in conjunction with Bikur Cholim.  

 

Thank you to those of you   participating in this mitzvah! 

Thank you to Dario and crew for setting up and making 

our beautiful fruit platters.  

 

As soon as Chanukah is over we will be gearing up for our 

annual Purim Mishloach Manot Fundraiser. Stay tuned! We 

encourage your participation and involvement. 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS 

GNS has several members that live alone and would   warmly 

welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for   anoth-

er person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net who will 

provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. You may not know them, they may be 

from a different generation or they may daven in a 

different GNS minyan than you do, but we are all part of the 

same GNS family. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

December 21: Chaverim 

January 9: Lunch and Learn 

February 2-3: Rabbi Manis Friedman 

February 11: Live Band Karaoke 

SAVE THE DATE  

A lunch and learn for women will be held at the home of 

Dina & David Gad on Monday, January 9, 2023 from         

11 am - 1 pm.  

Rabbi Polakoff will speak on the topic: How to Raise a    

Confident and Spiritual Child.  

Cost is $36 per person. More details to follow. 

Mazal Tov to Carol & Chuck Berlin on the engagement of 

their daughter Nicole to Jacob Mann, son of Rabbi    

Reuven & Rebbetzin Linda Mann of Jerusalem.  
 

Mazal Tov to Eldad & Amanda Mazloumi on the birth of 

a baby boy. Mazal Tov also to grandparents Issac &    

Farrah Sachmechi. 
 

Mazal Tov to Steven & Laurie Mermelstein on the     

engagement of their daughter Nina to Dr. Matthew 

Capustin.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

Thank you very much to Joan and Henry Katz for hosting a 

beautiful Chanukah Lunch and Learn at Kensington Gate. 

Thank you also to Rabbi Polakoff for presenting a        

wonderful lecture about Chanukah. Over 40 people      

attended and enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by   

Crawfords Cafe and dessert by Cafe Noir. Special thank 

you to Dario for all his help. Thank you so much to the 

following event sponsors: 

 

Ilana & Albert Amini 

Helene Bayme 

Rochelle Dicker 

Rita Gordonson in memory of her husband, Lew and in 

memory of her sister, Linda. 

Cindy Hodkin and Roz Korman in honor of Joan & Henry 

Katz generously opening their home for the Chanukah 

Lunch and Learn  

Joan & Henry Katz 

Frieda Lewinter 

Tina Machnikoff 

Diane & David Rein in memory of David's father,        

Dr. Howard Rein z"l on the occasion of his 6th yarhzeit. 

Harold Seider in honor of Joan & Henry Katz.  

Sharon Senderowicz 

Sharon Twersky in memory of her beloved sister. 

Roz Wagner in honor of her son’s, Jonathan Wagner,     

birthday. 

mailto:dpolakoff@gns.org?subject=Invitation%20for%20Shabbt%20Meals
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