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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers about 
the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi 
Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid 
Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, 

Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 אברהם הוליד את יצחק 

“Avraham begot Yitzchak…” (25:19) 

 We see from here that the education a father gives his son must be so solid that it will 

impact not only the son, but also the son’s sons. This is implied by the words Avraham begot 

Yitzchak. We could perhaps interpret this to mean that Yaakov ultimately played a part in the 

formation of Yitzchak’s children. 

 The idea of impressing one’s Torah onto succeeding generations is also expressed in the 

following verses from Yeshayahu: 

 My words that I – ודברי אשר שמתי בפיך לא ימושו מפיך ומפי זרעך ומפי זרע זרעך אמר ה' מעתה ועד עולם 

have placed in your mouth shall not be withdrawn from your mouth nor from the mouth of your 

offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s offspring, said Hashem, from this moment and 

forever (59:21).  

 The House of Yaakov, who redeemed Avraham (29:22). This latter – בית יעקב אשר פדה את אברהם

verse seems to be saying that Avraham was redeemed because of Yaakov, meaning that Avraham 

was redeemed because the foundation that he gave Yitzchak was so strong that it carried over to 

Yitzchak’s son Yaakov.  

 We also find support for this in the words of our Sages, based on Mishlei 17:6:   עטרת זקנים

 The crown of the aged is grandchildren, and the splendor of children is – בני בנים ותפארת בנים אבותם

their fathers. Breishit Rabbah (63) quotes Rav Shmuel son of Rav Yitzchak who said, “Avraham was 

saved from the furnace of Kasdim due to the merit of Yaakov.        (Rabbi Nison Alpert) 

 ויעקב איש תם ישב  אהלים 
“Yaakov was a straight person who sat in tents.” (25:27) 

Rashi defines the word tam as a person who is not skilled in deceiving others. As is his heart, 

so are his words. Yaakov was not called a tam, but an ish tam. That is, he was a master over the trait 

of being a tam. He was totally honest, a man of great integrity. But in those situations when it was 

appropriate to use cunning strategy to accomplish something, he was able to do so.  

This, said the Rebbe from Lublin, is the way we should be with all traits. A person needs to 

be the master over all of his traits. Even the most negative traits have situations when they are 
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appropriate. As the Sages say, “Whoever is compassionate when he should be cruel will eventually 

be cruel when he should be compassionate.” If a person fails to apply so-called negative traits in 

their proper times, he will end up applying them when it is wrong to do so.   (Maayanah Shel Torah) 

 ויאמר עשו הנ ה אנכי  הולך למות ולמה ז ה לי בכורה 

“And Eisav said, ‘Behold, I am going to die, so what use is the birthright to me…” (25:32) 

Look at the great difference between a tzaddik and a rasha. When a tzaddik thinks of the 

day of his death, it increases his fear of heaven and inspires him to do teshuvah. As for the rasha, 

just the opposite is true. The thought prompts him to belittle spirituality and say, “What use is the 

birthright to me.”                                  (Chafetz Chaim) 

 הקל קול יעק ב 

 “The voice is Yaakov’s…” (27:22) 

 Our Sages interpret: Yaakov’s only power lay in his voice, the voice of prayer and the study 

of Torah. But Eisav’s weapons are none other than his hands, i.e. brute strength. “The nations of the 

world have had no greater philosopher than Bilaam, the son of Beor. They came to him and asked, 

“Do you think that we will be able to defeat this nation (the Jews)? He replied, ‘Go and see their 

synagogues and houses of study. If you find children there who make their voices heard, you will 

have no power over them. For their ancestor promised them, ‘As long as the voice of Yaakov is 

heard, the hands of Eisav are powerless against him.’”                                       (Midrash) 

 מטל  השמים ומשמני  האר ץ 

 “From the dew of the heaven and from the fat of the land…” (27:28) 

 Eisav, too, received these two blessings, but the order was reversed. Yitzchak blessed him, 

“From the fat of the land shall be your dwelling, and from the dew of the heaven above” (27:39). We 

see that Yaakov prefers the spiritual over the physical, whereas Eisav, in contrast, gives precedence 

to the “fat of the land,” not “the dew of the heaven.”  

 There is another difference between them, as Rashi notes. Yaakov is told, “If you are 

worthy, He will give it to you, but if not, He will withhold it.” Eisav, however, is told, “Whether you 

are a tzaddik or a rasha, He will give it to you.”              (Torah Treasures) 

 ויקרא יצחק אל יעקב ויברך אתו ויצוהו ויאמר לו לא תקח אשה מבנות כנען 

 “And Yitzchak called Yaakov and blessed him, and commanded him and said to him, ‘Do not take 
a wife from the daughters of Cana’an.’” (28:1) 

 With this passage, the Torah teaches us a lesson in pedagogy. The way to guide a child in 

the desired direction is not by intimidation, threats and displays of anger. The proper approach is by 

emulating Yitzchak’s method, as it manifests itself in this verse. Initially, he “blessed him,” meaning, 

he spoke gently to him, thereby creating a cordial atmosphere. Only after the blessing did he ask 

him not to “take a wife from the daughters of Cana’an.”                                       (Chafetz Chaim) 
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