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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 כי שם ה' אקרא הבו גדל לאלקינו  

“When I call out the Name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our G-d.” (32:3) 

 In this verse, there are seven words corresponding to the seven different days we lein from 

the Torah: Monday, Thursday, Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh, Chol HaMoed, Yom Tov, and Yom Kippur. 

There are twenty-five letters in the verse corresponding to the different amount of aliyot which are 

read: three on Monday and Thursday; four on Rosh Chodesh and Chol HaMoed; five on Yom Tov; six 

on Yom Kippur; seven on Shabbat. Three, four, five, six, and seven equal the twenty-five letters in 

the verse.                   (Kiseh Rachamim) 

 הלה' תגמלו זאת...הלא אביך קנך                               

“Is this the way you repay Hashem…Is he not your Father, your Master?” (32:6) 

 One who goes astray should not be misled into assuming that he is harming only himself. He 

should realize that as a head of a household, he serves as a pacesetter, and his actions are 

perceived as the prime factor in determining a specific course to follow. “Shicheit lo”, if he thinks 

that his actions affect only himself, he is mistaken. “Banav mumam,” the blemish carries itself over 

to his children, for they learn his misdeeds. Even if he sends his children to the finest school, he 

must augment the school’s teachings by practicing what is being taught to his children. The mind of 

a child is very sensitive and cannot tolerate duplicity and insincerity.  

 The Torah continues, “Ha’La’Hashem tigmilu zot”, a man who expects his children to grow 

into G-d fearing Jews while he continues along his more lackadaisical path, should realize that he 

also has a Father. “Halo avicha kanech,” this same love and affection and great lofty expectations 

which he has for his child, his Father in heaven, has for him. The whole purpose in his creation was 

altruistic, so that He can reward you for following His precepts. One must contemplate his 

obligations as a parent and the awesome responsibilities which go with this position.                                    

                       (Peninim on the Torah) 

 Everyone knows that the key to the survival of our nation, our Torah, and our way of life, is 

proper education of our children. We must teach them Hashem’s Torah and educate them in the 

careful fulfillment of the mitzvot, so that all their lives, including in their old age, they will never 

turn away from Hashem and His Torah even slightly. So, the verse says, “Educate the lad according 

to his way [so that] even when he grows old, he will not turn away from it (Mishlei 22:6).  



 

 We are repeatedly commanded and warned by the Torah regarding this fundamental 

principle of educating our children. In Keriat Shema, which we read both morning and evening, the 

principle is stated explicitly in the first and second parsha: “V’shinantam l’vanecha v’dibarta bam – 

you shall diligently teach them to your children and speak of them” and “V’limadetem otam as 

beneichem – and you shall teach them to your children.” So too, we are commanded to educate 

them in fulfillment of the mitzvot and implant in their hearts the fundamentals of the Jewish faith, 

as it is written, “You shall tell your children, and, in order that you relate it into the ears of your 

children, and it shall be when your son asks you…There are many verses of this type. They are 

repeated because this is the key to the survival of the faith and the survival of Torah institutions.  

                 (Something to Say) 

 עם נבל ולא חכם 
“A foolish people, lacking understanding…” (32:6) 

 If we describe somebody as foolish, what do we add by also saying he is lacking 

understanding?  

 The verse’s meaning becomes clear, however, through a teaching of our sages regarding a 

verse in Yirmiyahu (2:13), where the prophet laments in the name of Hashem: They abandoned Me! 

Our sages elaborate, “If only they had abandoned only Me, but had remained faithful to My Torah; 

for had they continued to observe the Torah, their involvement with it would have brought them 

back to Me” (Yalkut Shimoni 9:282). That is because the light of the torah brings a person back to 

the good (Yerushalmi, Chagigah 1:7). On the other hand, if a man is lacking Torah, he will remain a 

fool, for without Torah, what can rid him of his foolishness?  

 יצב גבלות  עמים למספר בני ישראל  
“He set the borders of nations according to the number of children of Israel…” (32:8) 

 The Torah promises to set the borders of the gentile nations “according to the number of 

the Children of Israel.” That is, the larger the population of the Jews that will live there, the more 

territory that country will have. Despite this, not only do the gentiles not try to encourage Jews to 

live among them, but they also actually banish the Jews from their midst. The result will be that 

these countries will become smaller than they could be. All the while, the gentiles are extremely 

proud that they, too, understand the words of the holy Torah, having translated it into their 

languages.                      (Chofetz Chaim) 
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This week’s publication is sponsored by Josh and Nadine Shatzkes in honor of the Great Neck 

Synagogue’s Beit Midrash Minyan over the Yomim Tovim. For future sponsorship opportunities or to 

receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com. 
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