
In The Lonely Man of Faith, 
Rabbi Soloveitchik drew our 
attention to the fact that  
Bereishit contains two 
separate accounts of creation. 
The first is in Genesis 1, the 
second in Genesis 2-3, and 
they are significantly different. 

In the first, God is called 
Elokim, in the second, Hashem 
Elokim. In the first, man and 
woman are created 
simultaneously: “male and 
female He created them.” In 
the second, they are created 
sequentially: first man, then 
woman. In the first, humans 
are commanded to “fill the 
earth and subdue it.” In the 
second, the first human is 
placed in the garden “to serve 
it and preserve it.” In the first, 
humans are described as “in 
the image and likeness” of 
God. In the second, man is 
created from “the dust of the 
earth.” 

The explanation, says Rabbi 
Soloveitchik, is that the Torah 
is describing two aspects of 
our humanity that he calls 
respectively, ‘Majestic man’ 
and ‘Covenantal man’. We are 
majestic masters of creation: 
that is the message of Genesis 
1. But we also experience 
existential loneliness, we seek 
covenant and connection: that 
is the message of Genesis 2. 

There is, though, another 
strange duality – a story told 
in two quite different ways – 
that has to do not with 
creation but with human 
relationships. There are two 
different accounts of the way 

the first man gives a name to 
the first woman. This is the first: 

    “This time – bone of my 
bones  and flesh of my flesh;     
she shall be called 
woman’ [ishah]  for she was 
taken from man [ish].”  

And this, many verses later, is 
the second:     “And the man 
called his wife Eve [Chavah]     
because she was the mother of 
all life.” The differences between 
these two accounts are highly 
consequential: In the first, the 
man names, not a person, but a 
class, a category. He uses not a 
name but a noun. The other 
person is, for him, simply 
“woman,” a type, not an 
individual. In the second, he 
gives his wife a proper name. 
She has become, for him, a 
person in her own right. In the 
first, he emphasises their 
similarities – she is “bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh.” In 
the second, he emphasises the 
difference. She can give birth, 
he cannot. We can hear this in 
the very sound of the names. 
Ish and Ishah sound similar 
because they are similar. Adam 
and Chavah do not sound similar 
at all. In the first, it is the 
woman who is portrayed as 
dependent: “she was taken from 
man.” In the second, it is the 
other way around. Adam, from 
Adamah, represents mortality: 
“By the sweat of your brow you 
will eat your food until you 
return to the ground (ha-
adamah) since from it you were 
taken.” It is Chavah who 
redeems man from mortality by 
bringing new life into the world. 
The consequences of the two 
acts of naming are completely 
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different. After the first 
comes the sin of eating the 
forbidden fruit, and the 
punishment: exile from 
Eden. After the second, 
however, we read that God 
made for the couple, 
“garments of skin” (“or” is 
spelled here with the letter 
ayin), and clothed them. 
This is a gesture of 
protection and love. In the 
school of Rabbi Meir, they 
read this phrase as 
“garments of light” (“or” 
with an aleph). God robed 
them with radiance. 

Only after the man has 
given his wife a proper 
name do we find the Torah 
referring to God Himself by 
His proper name alone, 
namely Hashem (in Genesis 
4). Until then He has been 
described as either Elokim or 
Hashem Elokim – Elokim 
being the impersonal aspect 
of God: God as law, God as 
power, God as justice. In 
other words, our relationship 
to God parallels our 
relationship to one another. 
Only when we respect and 
recognise the uniqueness of 
another  person are we 
capable of respecting and 
recognising the uniqueness 
of God Himself. Now let us 
return to the two creation 
accounts, this time not 
looking at what they tell us 
about humanity (as in 
Soloveitchik’s The Lonely 
Man of Faith), but simply at 
what they tell us about 
creation. 

In Genesis 1, God creates 
things – chemical elements, 
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That is what makes the dual account of the naming of the first 
woman so significant a parallel to the dual account of God’s 
creation of the universe. We have to create relationships before 
we encounter the God of relationship. We have to make space 
for the otherness of the human other to be able to make space 
for the otherness of the Divine other. We have to give love 
before we can receive love. 

In Genesis 1, God creates the universe. Nothing vaster can be 
imagined, and we keep discovering that the universe is bigger 
than we thought. In 2016, a study based on three-dimensional 
modelling of images produced by the Hubble space telescope 
concluded that there were between 10 and 20 times as many 
galaxies as astronomers had previously thought. There are more 
than a hundred stars for every grain of sand on earth. 

And yet, almost in the same breath as it speaks of the panoply 
of creation, the Torah tells us that God took time to breathe the 
breath of life into the first human, give him dignified work, enter 
his loneliness, make him a wife, and robe them both with 
garments of light when the time came for them to leave Eden 
and make their way in the world. 

The Torah is telling us something very powerful. Never think of 
people as things. Never think of people as types: they are 
individuals. Never be content with creating systems: care also 
about relationships. 

I believe that relationships are where our humanity is born and 
grows, flowers and flourishes. It is by loving people that we 
learn to love God and feel the fullness of His love for us. 

stars, planets, lifeforms, biological species. In Genesis 2-3, He 
creates people. In the first chapter, He creates systems, in the 
second chapter He creates relationships. It is fundamental to the 
Torah’s view of reality that these things belong to different 
worlds, distinct narratives, separate stories, alternative ways of 
seeing reality. 

There are differences in tone as well. In the first, creation 
involves no effort on the part of God. He simply speaks. He says 
“Let there be,” and there was. In the second, He is actively 
engaged. When it comes to the creation of the first human, He 
does not merely say, “Let us make Man in our image according 
to our likeness.” He performs the creation Himself, like sculptor 
fashioning an image out of clay: “Then the Lord God formed the 
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” 

In Genesis 1, God effortlessly summons the universe into being. 
In Genesis 2, He becomes a gardener: “Now the Lord God 
planted a garden …” We wonder why on earth God, who has just 
created the entire universe, should become a gardener. The 
Torah gives us the answer, and it is very moving: “The Lord God 
took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it.” God wanted to give man the dignity of work, of 
being a creator, not just a creation. And in case the man should 
view such labour as undignified, God became a gardener Himself 
to show that this work too is Divine, and in performing it, man 
becomes God’s partner in the work of creation. 

Then comes the extraordinarily poignant verse, “The Lord God 
said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.” God feels for the existential isolation of the 
first man. There was no such moment in the previous chapter. 
There, God simply creates. Here, God empathises. He enters 
into the human mind. He feels what we feel. There is no such 
moment in any other ancient religious literature. What is radical 
about biblical monotheism is not just that there is only one God, 
not just that He is the source of all that exists, but that God is 
closer to us than we are to ourselves. God knew the loneliness 
of the first man before the first man knew it of himself. 

That is what the second creation account is telling us. Creation 
of things is relatively easy, creation of relationships is hard. Look 
at the tender concern God shows for the first human beings in 
Genesis 2-3. He wants man to have the dignity of work. He 
wants man to know that work itself is Divine. He gives man the 
capacity to name the animals. He cares when He senses the 
onset of loneliness. He creates the first woman. He watches, in 
exasperation, as the first human couple commit this first sin. 
Finally, when the man gives his wife a proper name, recognising 
for the first time that she is different from him and that she can 
do something he will never do, He clothes them both so that 
they will not go naked into the world. That is the God, not of 
creation (Elokim) but of love (Hashem). 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM GNS BIKUR CHOLIM 

AND GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPART-

MENT 

 

Thank you very much for the wonderful support of the       

following volunteers who delivered beautiful and delicious 

Rosh Hashanah cakes (from Cafe Noir) and GNS simanim 

cards that were specially designed and printed for this     

occasion. There were 50 recipients that included ill,       

homebound and elderly members of our synagogue, who 

enjoyed receiving these gifts and appreciated the outreach 

and thoughtfulness of the   members of Great Neck Syna-

gogue who wish them a Shana Tova and continue to be con-

nected to them. Special thank you to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian 

Kron and Judy Lillien) and Men's Club (Mark Friedman) for 

their strong support and Henny Helmreich for the beautiful 

original illustration she created for the cards. Thank you to 

Mark Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for their assistance. Thank 

you very much to Rabbi Polakoff for his guidance and strong   

support of this project.  

Rachel Brecher, GNS Connections Chair 

Diane Rein, GNS Bikur Cholim Chair 

Zehava Atlas, GNS Youth Department Director 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Anonymous (1) 

Tsofia Atlas 

Joey Hecht 

Gloria Kaylie 

Hedva Kessler 

Carole Lerman 

Kim Rothstein 

Brenda Parver 

Ellen Polakoff 

Carl Rosenberg 

Jessica Shusterman 











2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

Donations to the GN Eiruv Association can be made online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate or                 
a check can be mailed to GN Eiruv Association, PO Box 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Jahan Aghalar 
Marcy & Danny Aharon 
Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff 
Elana & David Aminoff 
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy 
Debra & Simon Auerbacher 
Avigayil & David Bakst 
Vita Barth 
Emma & Bart Baum 
Carol & Charles Berlin 
Michelle & Philip Berman 
Mildred & Samuel Block 
Robin & Steven Blumner 
Sari & Stuart Braunstein 
Drora & Paul Brody 
Lilly & Gary Chubak 
Naomi & Adam Cohen 
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen 
Laura & Scott Danoff 
Nicole & Mordecai Dicker 
Rachel Dicker & Carl Mosesson 
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch 
Alina & Lev Dynkin 
Rebekah & Brian Edelman 
Sarit & Shlomo Elias 
Matthew & Janine Ellis 
Marc Epstein 
Fran & Stuart Feintuch 
Pearl Field 
Kathy & Arnie Flatow 
Corinne & Joe Franco 
Meryl & Mark Friedman 
Susan & Jim Frisch 
Debbie & Tom Furst 
Olga & Matt Gartenhaus 
Alana & Adam Gelnick 
Sherri & Martin Ghodsi 
Sandra & Mark Gold 
Deborah & Charles Goldberg 
Rachel & Israel Goldman 
Eric Goldstein 
Sharon Goldwyn 
Tara & Irving Golombeck 
Amy & Martin Griffel 
Edna & Noam Guilor 
Edward Hakimian 
Dina & Natan Hamerman 
Devorah & Phil Hanfling 
Erica & Eliot Heisler 
Hennie Helmreich 
Rachel & Jamie Hirsch 
Beverly & Frank Hochheimer 
Alisa & Michael Hoenig 
Holly Burns & David Hoenig 
Deborah & Robert Hollander 
Lauren Hyman 

Esther & Joshua Ishal 
Helen & Harvey Ishofsky 
Tamara & Ben Jampel 
Leslie Kahn 
Louise & Leonard Kahn 
Fran & David Kalish 
Jill & Michael Katz 
Sydelle & Robert Knepper 
Leslie & Michael Kule 
Armin Lalehzari 
Celia & Jack Lemonik 
Marla & Micah Lemonik 
Myra Lewis 
Carole & Charles Libby 
Howard London 
Judy & Richard Lillien 
Gertrude Louzon 
Hindi & Ben Lunzer 
Tina Machnikoff 
Tovah & Josh Marmer 
Kimberly & Jason Mayer 
Susan Mayer 
Sharon & Edward Mazur 
Karen & Alan Mazurek 
Milt Mitzner 
Zara & Eli Moradi 
Meeka Levin & David Natanov 
Ellen & Mark Newman 
Judy & Lanny Oppenheim  
Brenda & Ed Parver 
Suzanne & Paul Peyser 
Ellen & Dale Polakoff 
Rabinowitz Family 
Diane & David Rein 
Galit & Grant Reichlin 
Fern & Marvin Resmovits 
Leah & Terry Rifkin 
Anida & Edwin Rosman 
Diana Rubinov 
Michelle & Norman Rutta 
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski 
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman 
David Schimel 
Hannah Flamenbaum & Charles Segal 
Sharon Senderowicz 
Kaivan Shahkohi 
Karen & Eric Shakin 
Moshe Sharifian 
Florin & Howard Silberstein 
Ellen & Mitchell Siegel 
Shoshana & Martin Sokol 
Dodi & Jonathan Spielman 
Orly & Alan Steinberg 
Sue & Arthur Talansky 
Michelle & Nathaniel Tarnor 
Robin & David Tobin Hess 

Pamela & Baruch Toledano 
Sharon & Mark Twersky 
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress 
Hadassah Wachstock 
Roselin Wagner 
Barbara & Mark Weinblatt 
Jerrald Weinstein 
Lisa & Dov Weinstein 
Rebecca Weisel 
Linda & Brian Weiss 
Lili & Alex Weiss 
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor 
Helen & David Wolf 
Michele & Howard Wolf 
Zinat Yacobi 
Magda & Sam Yehaskel 
Cynthia & Henry Zanger 
Aviva & Robert Zausmer 
Shellie & Steven Zuckerman 
 
  

http://www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate


Louisa Prawer and family would like to thank Rabbi  

Polakoff and the Great Neck Synagogue community 

for the outpouring of support following the passing of 

her mother Esther Fuchs, z”l. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 

 

Saturday, 27 Tishrei 

Jason Mayer for Steven Mayer 

Susan Mayer for Steven Mayer 

Albert Safdieh for Shaul ben Avraham Safdieh 

Mariana Naim & family for George Naim 

Monday, 29 Tishrei 

Baruch Toledano for Joseph Toledano 

Tuesday, 30 Tishrei 

Marcia Toledano for Julia Karten 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Murray Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Robert Glaser for Sophie Glaser 

Perry Schneider for Harry Colton 

Wednesday, 1 Cheshvan 

Robert Herman for Muriel Adler 

Herschel Flax for Ethel Pasvolsky 

Lorraine Domnitch for Jennie Speisel 

Leon Kutcher for Fran Kutcher 

Thursday, 2  Cheshvan 

Deborah Hollander for Judith Sokol 

Martin Sokol for Judith Sokol 

Lisa Adler for Sol Gelfond 

Ronald Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Steven Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Joyce Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Deena Heisler for Joseph Heisler 

Eliot Heisler for Joseph Heisler 

Shimon Wolf for Nathan Wolf 

George Schuman for Erna Schuman 

Sheila Bachman for Pauline Bachman 

Friday,  3 Cheshvan 

Paul Marcus for Victor Marcus 

Abigail Epstein for Mollie Eden 

Peter Epstein for Mollie Eden 

 

 

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE:                                        

ARTICLES, ADS and SPONSORS 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, 

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by 

Monday, October 31st to Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net. Thank you very much to our SCOPE 

sponsors (we have about 80!) for their strong support 

by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and 

Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the year.  We 

strongly encourage others who are not currently SCOPE 

sponsors to have their names added. You can dedicate 

the sponsorship in honor or in memory of a loved one. 

Thank you so much!  

ROSH HASHANAH GIFTS 

Thank you to Sisterhood for the Rosh Hashanah gifts    

prepared and given to the community. The contents 

were sweet, and the gesture was sweet. 

Mazal Tov to Elana & Herschel Flax and Sharon &    

Victor Ancelson on the birth of a granddaughter, born 

to their children Paula & Alexander Flax.  

Mazal Tov to Peggy Fox on her forthcoming marriage 

to Richard Krebs. Mazal Tov also to her father Mel 

Fox. 

Mazal Tov to Sarah & Michael Kashani on the birth of 

a daughter. Mazal Tov to grandparents Janet & Iraj 

Kashani. 

Mazal Tov to Lynn Steinberg on the birth of a grand-

daughter, born to her children Sara & Lee Bienstock. 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

The GNS Youth Department and GNS Bikur Cholim 

thanks the following people who participated in "Let's 

Bake Someone's Day" and delivered homemade baked 

goods to members of our shul that are ill, elderly and/or 

homebound in order to make their Sukkot holiday spe-

cial: 

Zehava Atlas 

Judy LIllien 

Malka Louzoun 

Erica Parilis 

Ellen Polakoff 

Jessica Shusterman  

Ilana Wallenstein 

Lisa Weinstein 

Abby and Ruthie Weiss 

Jessica Zinaman 

KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 

Thank you to all those who supported the GNS Kol   

Nidre food drive so generously. Thanks to Mark, Jimmy, 

Dario and Liora for all their help. 

Louise Kahn  

 

HOLY ROLLERS 

GNS would like to thank Natan Hamerman, Jason   

Mayer, Aiden Mayer and Marc Kalter for all of their hard 

work in rolling the many Sifrei Torah that were needed 

over Yom Tov. 

Judy Traub and family would like to thank Rabbi  

Polakoff and the Great Neck Synagogue community 

for the outpouring of support following the passing of 

her sister, Dr. Antoinette Tanay, z”l. 
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