
In the glorious song with 
which Moses addresses the 
congregation, he invites the 
people to think of the Torah 
– their covenant with God – 
as if it were like the rain 
that waters the ground so 
that it brings forth its 
produce: 
 
    Let my teaching drop as 
rain, 
    My words descend like 
dew, 
    Like showers on new 
grass, 
    Like abundant rain on 
tender plants. 
    Deut. 32:2 
 
God’s word is like rain in a 
dry land. It brings life. It 
makes things grow. There is 
much we can do of our own 
accord: we can plough the 
earth and plant the seeds. 
But in the end our success 
depends on something 
beyond our control. If no 
rain falls, there will be no 
harvest, whatever 
preparations we make. So it 
is with Israel. It must never 
be tempted into the hubris 
of saying: 
 
    “My power and the 
strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for 
me” 
    Deut. 8:17 
 
The Sages, however, sensed 
something more in the 
analogy. This is how Sifrei 
(a compendium of 
commentaries on Numbers 
and Deuteronomy dating 
back to the Mishnaic period) 
puts it: 
 

    Let my teaching drop as 
rain: Just as the rain is one 
thing, yet it falls on trees, 
enabling each to produce 
tasty fruit according to the 
kind of tree it is – the vine in 
its way, the olive tree in its 
way, and the date palm in its 
way – so the Torah is one, yet 
its words yield Scripture, 
Mishnah, laws, and lore. Like 
showers on new grass: Just 
as showers fall upon plants 
and make them grow, some 
green, some red, some black, 
some white, so the words of 
Torah produce teachers, 
worthy individuals, Sages, the 
righteous, and the pious.[1] 
 
There is only one Torah, yet it 
has multiple effects. It gives 
rise to different kinds of 
teaching, different sorts of 
virtue. Torah is sometimes 
seen by its critics as overly 
prescriptive, as if it sought to 
make everyone the same. The 
Midrash argues otherwise. 
The Torah is compared to rain 
precisely to emphasise that 
its most important effect is to 
make each of us grow into 
what we could become. We 
are not all the same, nor does 
Torah seek uniformity. As a 
famous Mishnah puts it: 
 
    “When a human being 
makes many coins from the 
same mint, they are all the 
same. God makes everyone in 
the same image – His image 
– yet none is the same as 
another.” 
    Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 
 
This emphasis on difference is 
a recurring theme in Judaism. 
For example, when Moses 
asks God to appoint his 
successor, he uses an unusual 

Rabbi Sacks on Ha’azinu 
phrase: “May the Lord, 
God of the spirits of all 
humankind, appoint a 
man over the 
community” (Num. 
27:16). On this, Rashi 
comments: 
 
    Why is this expression 
(“God of the spirits of all 
humankind”) used? 
[Moses] said to Him: Lord 
of the universe, You know 
each person’s character, 
and that no two people 
are alike. Therefore, 
appoint a leader for them 
who will bear with each 
person according to his or 
her disposition. 
 
One of the fundamental 
requirements of a leader 
in Judaism is that he or 
she is able to respect the 
differences between 
human beings. This is a 
point emphasised by 
Maimonides in Guide for 
the Perplexed: 
 
    Man is, as you know, 
the highest form in 
creation, and he therefore 
includes the largest 
number of constituent 
elements. This is why the 
human race contains so 
great a variety of 
individuals that we cannot 
discover two persons 
exactly alike in any moral 
quality or in external 
appearance…. This great 
variety and the necessity 
of social life are essential 
elements in man’s nature. 
But the well-being of 
society demands that 
there should be a leader 
able to regulate the 
actions of man. He must 
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TORAH 

ARTSCROLL 1100 

HERTZ  896 

 

HAFTORAH 

ARTSCROLL  1205 

HERTZ  904 

 

Times 

Shabbat 10/8  

Candle Lighting 6:09pm 

Mincha 6:15pm 

Hashkama 8:00am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30am 

Main 9:00am 

Gemara Shiur 5:05pm 

Mincha     6:05pm 

Shabbat Ends 7:17pm 

 
Week of 10/9 

 

Sunday 

Mon. Tues. 

(Sukkot) 

7:30/8:30am 

8:00/9:00/9:15am  

Wed. Thurs. Fri.                    6:30/7:45am 

       

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

October 8 9:50/10:47am 

October 15 9:53/10:48am 

Next Shabbat     
Chol Hamoed Sukkot               

Candle Lighting     5:58pm 

Mincha 6:00pm                 

Kiddush is Sponsored by Goldie & Howard Lorber  

In Honor of the Birth of Their Great Granddaughter Liel Emunah,  

Born to Their Grandchildren Ayelet & Benjy Kaufman,  

And in Honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Their Grandson Harry Lorber, 

Son of Jennifer & Mark Lorber 
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    The voice of the Lord is with power (Ps. 29:4): that is, 
according to the power of each individual, the young, the 
old, and the very small ones, each according to their power 
[of understanding]. God said to Israel, “Do not believe that 
there are many gods in heaven because you heard many 
voices. Know that I alone am the Lord your God.”[4] 
 
According to Maharsha, there are 600,000 interpretations 
of Torah. Each individual is theoretically capable of a 
unique insight into its meaning. The French philosopher 
Emmanuel Levinas commented: 
 
    The Revelation has a particular way of producing 
meaning, which lies in its calling upon the unique within 
me. It is as if a multiplicity of persons…were the condition 
for the plenitude of “absolute truth,” as if each person, by 
virtue of his own uniqueness, were able to guarantee the 
revelation of one unique aspect of the truth, so that some 
of its facets would never have been revealed if certain 
people had been absent from mankind. 
    Emmanuel Levinas, “Revelation in the Jewish Tradition,” 
in The Levinas Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2001), pp. 190–210. 
 
Judaism, in short, emphasises the other side of the maxim 
E pluribus unum (“Out of the many, one”). It says: “Out of 
the One, many.” 
 
The miracle of creation is that unity in heaven produces 
diversity on earth. Torah is the rain that feeds this 
diversity, allowing each of us to become what only we can 
be. 

complete every shortcoming, remove every excess, and 
prescribe for the conduct of all, so that the natural variety 
should be counterbalanced by the uniformity of legislation, 
so that social order be well established.[2] 
 
The political problem as Maimonides sees it is how to 
regulate the affairs of human beings in such a way as to 
respect their individuality while not creating chaos. A 
similar point emerges from a surprising rabbinic teaching: 
“Our Rabbis taught: If one sees a crowd of Israelites, one 
says: Blessed Be He who discerns secrets – because the 
mind of each is different from that of another, just as the 
face of each is different from another” (Brachot 58a). 
We would have expected a blessing over a crowd to 
emphasise its size, its mass: human beings in their 
collectivity.[3] A crowd is a group large enough for the 
individuality of the faces to be lost. Yet the blessing 
stresses the opposite – that each member of a crowd is still 
an individual with distinctive thoughts, hopes, fears, and 
aspirations. 
 
The same was true for the relationship between the Sages. 
A Mishnah states: 
 
    When R. Meir died, the composers of fables ceased. 
When Ben Azzai died, assiduous students ceased. When 
Ben Zoma died, the expositors ceased. When R. Akiva died, 
the glory of the Torah ceased. When R. Chanina died, men 
of deed ceased. When R. Yose Ketanta died, the pious men 
ceased. When R. Yochanan b. Zakai died, the lustre of 
wisdom ceased…. When Rabbi died, humility and the fear 
of sin ceased. 
    Mishnah Sotah 9:15 
 
There was no single template of the Sage. Each had his 
own distinctive merits, his unique contribution to the 
collective heritage. In this respect, the Sages were merely 
continuing the tradition of the Torah itself. There is no 
single role model of the religious hero or heroine in Tanach. 
The patriarchs and matriarchs each had their own 
unmistakable character. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam each 
emerge as different personality types. Kings, Priests, and 
Prophets had different roles to play in Israelite society. 
Even among the Prophets, “No two prophesy in the same 
style,” said the Sages (Sanhedrin 89a). Elijah was zealous, 
Elisha gentle. Hosea speaks of love, Amos speaks of 
justice. Isaiah’s visions are simpler and less opaque than 
those of Ezekiel. 
 
The same applies to even to the revelation at Sinai itself. 
Each individual heard, in the same words, a different 
inflection: 
 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND 

GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT 

 

Thank you very much for the wonderful support of the       

following volunteers who delivered beautiful and delicious Rosh 

Hashanah cakes (from Cafe Noir) and GNS simanim cards that 

were specially designed and printed for this occasion. There 

were 50 recipients that included ill, homebound and elderly 

members of our synagogue, who enjoyed receiving these gifts 

and appreciated the outreach and thoughtfulness of the   

members of Great Neck Synagogue who wish them a Shana 

Tova and continue to be connected to them. Special thank you 

to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien) and Men's 

Club (Mark Friedman) for their strong support and Henny 

Helmreich for the beautiful original illustration she created for 

the cards. Thank you to Mark Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for 

their assistance. Thank you very much to Rabbi Polakoff for his 

guidance and strong support of this project.  

 

Rachel Brecher, GNS Connections Chair 

Diane Rein, GNS Bikur Cholim Chair 

Zehava Atlas, GNS Youth Department Director 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Anonymous (1) 

Tsofia Atlas 

Joey Hecht 

Gloria Kaylie 

Hedva Kessler 

Carole Lerman 

Kim Rothstein 

Brenda Parver 

Ellen Polakoff 

Carl Rosenberg 

Jessica Shusterman 





LULAVIM & ETROGIM 2022 
 

  
PRICES:   
Better quality  $95  
Medium                 $75 
Basic                     $55 

 
                                     PICK-UP IS ON THURSDAY,   

OCTOBER 6, 2022  
FROM  6:00-8:00 PM 

Please bring your checkbook. 
 
  
 

  
 

YOM KIPPUR SCHEDULE 
 
Erev Yom Kippur 
 
1st Minyan   (with selichot)  6:30 am 
2nd Minyan  (with selichot)  7:30 am 
 
1st Mincha                          3:00 pm 
2nd Mincha                         4:00 pm 
 
Candle lighting                    6:13 pm 
Kol Nidre                            6:15 pm 
 
 
Yom Kippur Day 
 
All minyanim                       8:30 am 
Yizkor (approx.)                  Noon 
 
Mincha             4:15 pm 
Yom Kippur ends     7:11 pm 







2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

Donations to the GN Eiruv Association can be made online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate or                 
a check can be mailed to GN Eiruv Association, PO Box 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Jahan Aghalar 
Marcy & Danny Aharon 
Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff 
Elana & David Aminoff 
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy 
Debra & Simon Auerbacher 
Avigayil & David Bakst 
Vita Barth 
Emma & Bart Baum 
Carol & Charles Berlin 
Michelle & Philip Berman 
Mildred & Samuel Block 
Robin & Steven Blumner 
Sari & Stuart Braunstein 
Drora & Paul Brody 
Lilly & Gary Chubak 
Naomi & Adam Cohen 
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen 
Laura & Scott Danoff 
Nicole & Mordecai Dicker 
Rachel Dicker & Carl Mosesson 
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch 
Alina & Lev Dynkin 
Rebekah & Brian Edelman 
Sarit & Shlomo Elias 
Matthew & Janine Ellis 
Marc Epstein 
Fran & Stuart Feintuch 
Pearl Field 
Kathy & Arnie Flatow 
Corinne & Joe Franco 
Meryl & Mark Friedman 
Susan & Jim Frisch 
Debbie & Tom Furst 
Olga & Matt Gartenhaus 
Alana & Adam Gelnick 
Sherri & Martin Ghodsi 
Sandra & Mark Gold 
Deborah & Charles Goldberg 
Rachel & Israel Goldman 
Eric Goldstein 
Sharon Goldwyn 
Tara & Irving Golombeck 
Amy & Martin Griffel 
Edna & Noam Guilor 
Edward Hakimian 
Dina & Natan Hamerman 
Devorah & Phil Hanfling 
Erica & Eliot Heisler 
Hennie Helmreich 
Rachel & Jamie Hirsch 
Beverly & Frank Hochheimer 
Alisa & Michael Hoenig 
Holly Burns & David Hoenig 
Deborah & Robert Hollander 
Lauren Hyman 

Esther & Joshua Ishal 
Helen & Harvey Ishofsky 
Tamara & Ben Jampel 
Leslie Kahn 
Louise & Leonard Kahn 
Fran & David Kalish 
Jill & Michael Katz 
Sydelle & Robert Knepper 
Leslie & Michael Kule 
Armin Lalehzari 
Marla & Micah Lemonik 
Myra Lewis 
Carole & Charles Libby 
Howard London 
Judy & Richard Lillien 
Gertrude Louzon 
Hindi & Ben Lunzer 
Tovah & Josh Marmer 
Susan Mayer 
Sharon & Edward Mazur 
Karen & Alan Mazurek 
Milt Mitzner 
Zara & Eli Moradi 
Meeka Levin & David Natanov 
Ellen & Mark Newman 
Judy & Lanny Oppenheim  
Brenda & Ed Parver 
Suzanne & Paul Peyser 
Ellen & Dale Polakoff 
Rabinowitz Family 
Diane & David Rein 
Galit & Grant Reichlin 
Fern & Marvin Resmovits 
Leah & Terry Rifkin 
Anida & Edwin Rosman 
Diana Rubinov 
Michelle & Norman Rutta 
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski 
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman 
David Schimel 
Hannah Flamenbaum & Charles Segal 
Sharon Senderowicz 
Kaivan Shahkohi 
Karen & Eric Shakin 
Moshe Sharifian 
Florin & Howard Silberstein 
Shoshana & Martin Sokol 
Dodi & Jonathan Spielman 
Orly & Alan Steinberg 
Sue & Arthur Talansky 
Michelle & Nathaniel Tarnor 
Robin & David Tobin Hess 
Pamela & Baruch Toledano 
Sharon & Mark Twersky 
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress 
Hadassah Wachstock 

Roselin Wagner 
Barbara & Mark Weinblatt 
Jerrald Weinstein 
Lisa & Dov Weinstein 
Linda & Brian Weiss 
Lili & Alex Weiss 
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor 
Helen & David Wolf 
Michele & Howard Wolf 
Zinat Yacobi 
Magda & Sam Yehaskel 
Cynthia & Henry Zanger 
Aviva & Robert Zausmer 
Shellie & Steven Zuckerman 
 
  

http://www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate


 

Dear Friends, 

This past Rosh Hashanah our Shul Community once again unit-

ed to enable us to share the spirit and joy of the New Year 

with so many needy families. Our thank you’ s follow in no 

particular order. Our Team is small but committed. We reach 

out to all areas of our community to volunteer with us. There 

is something in this project that everyone can participate in, 

from cooking, baking, packing food, lending us freezer space, 

organizing cooking events, donating time, money, resources 

and more.  

 So, the first thank you is to all of you, for enabling us to pro-

vide Yom Tov meals to approximately 250 families. It is hum-

bling and heart wrenching to see the need in the Jewish Com-

munity. The flowers which are so appreciated by our recipients 

were donated by Sisterhood. Our bakeathon, organized by 

Sarah Kate Leibovitz created dozens and dozens of baked 

goods.  Elisheva Lemonick organized a kugel making event 

producing over 100 potato kugels utilizing 60 pounds of pota-

toes and 20 pounds of onions donated by Eric Senderowicz. 

BH”, thanks to the Lemonick family, we have a third genera-

tion of volunteers joining Pass it Forward!  

Once again, Talia Reese hosted a Mitzvah Ball producing over 

1000 matzo balls. For the 15th year, Celia Lemonik quietly 

cooked hundreds of meatballs and so much more. Peri San-

todonato , Abby Weiss and Lisa Septimus led the NSHA Com-

munity , inspiring the students and families to participate in 

our initiative.  Judy and Richard Lillian always generously give 

us containers without which we couldn’t package soup and 

meatballs, matzo balls and so much more! Thank you also to 

Eric Sederowicz who provided containers as well. Thank you to 

Colbeh for donating rice for all of our families this year and to 

Everfresh and Shop Delight for participating in our event.  

We have too many home cooks, drivers, companions, and 

packers to thank individually, but each of you make a differ-

ence, please continue to help us! We couldn’t succeed without 

the help of Dario and his staff. They set up, clear our refuse, 

pick up hundreds of items from the freezers made available to 

us by members of the community. 

Finally, last but certainly not least, thank you to Rabbi Polakoff 

who encourages our Shul Community to get involved.  Please 

forgive us if your name is omitted, we have so many volun-

teers it is impossible to name you all. We are so thankful for 

those of you who have been with us over the past 15 years 

and for all our newcomers.  

Passover is coming! Contact one of us to join our team! Wish-

ing you a happy, healthy, hopeful new year. May Hashem con-

tinue to bestow blessings on all of us so that we can continue 

this worthwhile project! 

 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Cindy, Michelle and Marla : Co-chairs Pass it Forward 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 

Sunday, 14 Tishrei 

Phyllis Ringel for Charles Gitter 

Lev Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Semyon Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Jack Lemonik for Anne S. Lemonik 

Mark Twersky for Irene Twersky 

Monday, 15 Tishrei 

Harold Domnitch for Goldie Domnitch 

Murray Weiss for Ellen Weiss 

Tuesday, 16 Tishrei 

Paul Brody for Rabbi Jacob Brown 

Wednesday, 17 Tishrei 

William Frumkin for Miriam Frumkin 

Gail Notovitz for Miriam Frumkin 

Sharon Goldwyn for Sadie Skolnick 

Myra Honig for Leah Mathews 

Thursday, 18 Tishrei 

Susan Frisch for Katalin Samelson 

Friday,  19 Tishrei 

Helaine Helmreich for Alan Helmreich 

Roselin Wagner for Louis Seider 

Harold Seider for Louis Seider 

Steven Mermelstein for Martin Mermelstein 

Steven Blumner for Henry Blumner 

Myles Mittleman for Blanche Mittleman 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                             

As you may know, we are fortunate to have a Great Neck 

Community Calendar where one can post their upcoming   

simcha or special event. It is suggested that when planning a 

simcha or event that you post it on the calendar in order to 

avoid unnecessary conflicts. To post your simcha, send your 

request to: greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.                           

If you post on the Community Calendar, do not assume that 

you are booked on the GNS calendar as well. You must      

reserve your date on the GNS calendar independently.  

DOOR SECURITY 

A more secure access system is being installed. A new       

code for the keypads is needed for entry. It will be announced 

in the minyanim or call the office. The code is for the safety of 

us all and should not be disclosed haphazardly.  Thank you. 

Mazal Tov to Joan & Henry Katz on the birth of a great 

grandson to their grandchildren Ethan & Sara Katz.   

Mazal Tov to Goldie & Howard Lorber on the birth of a great 

granddaughter born to their grandchildren Ayelet & Benjy 

Kaufman.   

Mazal Tov to Joyce and Stanley Dacher for their son        

Dr. Jeffrey Dacher being selected Chattan Bereishit 

at Congregation Ohav Sholom in Merrick, and for their          

son-in-law, Steven Roth, becoming President of Young Israel 

of Great Neck. 

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE:                                        

ARTICLES, ADS and SPONSORS 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 

ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday, October 

31st to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you very much 

to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) for their strong 

support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and 

Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the year.  We strongly en-

courage others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have 

their names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much!  

mailto:drein@verizon.net

