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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 

Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedebarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Dov Wasserman, The Vilna Gaon, and  Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin.

Rosh Hashana Torah Reading

 וימל אברהם את יצחק בנו בן שמנת ימים 

 “Avraham circumcised his son Yitzchak at the age of eight days...” (Breishit 21:4) 

QUESTION: At a brit it is customary for all present to proclaim: “Just as he is entered into 

the covenant, so may he enter into Torah, and into marriage and into good deeds.” Why do we 

associate these three things with the brit? 

ANSWER: The first mitzvah in which the child is involved is a brit. Due to his young age, 

his parents must take an active role in planning and preparing for the brit. When it comes to 

Yiddishkeit, many parents have a tendency to say, “When our child becomes older, he will make 

his own decisions.” Therefore, all present at the brit call to the attention of the parents: 

“Kesheim shenichnas labriti” – just as at the brit you were actively involved – “kein yikaneis 

leTorah ulechupa ulema’asim tovim” -  so too, when your son reaches the age of Torah study, 

marriage and good deeds, you should also be actively involved in all of his decisions.   

                               (Vedebarta Bam) 

 ותאמר לאברהם גרש האמה הזאת ואת בנה

“She said to Avraham, ‘Drive away this maidservant together with her son’.” (Breishit 21:10) 

QUESTION: Hagar did nothing wrong; why did Sarah want her expelled also? 

ANSWER: Sarah was a very great prophetess. In fact, her power of prophecy was even 

greater than Avraham’s (Rashi 21:12). She knew that when it would come time for Yishmael to 

marry, his mother would make all the decisions for him, as the Torah relates, “and his mother 

took a wife for him from the land of Egypt” (21:21).  

Sarah felt that Yishmael was behaving badly because Hagar was not training him 

properly and not teaching him moral values. Therefore, wanting to force Hagar to take an 

interest in her child, she told Avraham to also expel the mother. Hopefully, she would learn her 

lesson and raise her son correctly. 

A wise man once said. “Parents should be more concerned about the values they leave 

with their children than the valuables they leave with their children. (Sha’ar Beit Rabim) 



Rosh Hashana Maftir Reading 

 ובחדש הראשון באחד לחדש מקרא קדש...יום תרועה יהיה לכם

“In the seventh month, on the first of the month, you shall have a holy assembly; it shall be to 

you a day of shofar blasts.” (Bamidbar 29:1) 

QUESTION: Our Sages (Rosh Hashana 29b) note that the wording here is “yom teruah” – 

“a day of shofar blasts” – while in Parshat Acharei Mot (Vayikra 23:24) it says “Shabbaton 

zichron teruah” – “a remembrance of shofar blasts”. From this they derive that the shofar is 

sounded on Rosh Hashana only when it falls on a weekday, but not on Shabbat. Why is the 

mitzvah of sounding the shofar not cited the first time that Rosh Hashana is mentioned in the 

Torah? 

ANSWER: From the festival of Pesach one can determine on which day of the week all 

the festivals of that year will take place. This rule is known as " ק"ד, ר"ג, ש"ב, ת"א ". (see Orach 

Chaim 428:3) 

 the same day - "ת" the day of the week when the first day of Pesach occurs will be - "א"

as Tisha B'Av.  

  .the same day of the week as Shavuot - "ש" the second day of Pesach will be - "ב"

  .Rosh Hashanah - "ר" the third day of Pesach will be - "ג"

 - the day of Kriat haTorah - Simchat Torah - "ק" the fourth day of Pesach will be - "ד"

when we complete and start anew the reading of the Torah.  

According to the Gemara (Shabbat 87b), the Jews left Egypt on Thursday. Consequently, 

since the first Pesach was celebrated on Thursday, the following Rosh Hashanah was on a 

Shabbat. Therefore, the Torah does not mention the actual sounding of the shofar but only 

zichron teruah.  

A difficulty that may be raised with this explanation is that the rule of knowing from 

Pesach on what day of the week a given holiday will fall, applies only nowadays when the new 

month is established al pi cheshbon – according to a pre-calculated calendar. Accordingly, one 

month is complete (30 days) and the following month is incomplete (29 days), and everything is 

known in advance. However, when the new moon was derived based on the testimony of 

witnesses who saw the moon’s appearance, this rule would not be applicable since there can 

be a few successive full or incomplete months.  

An answer to this difficulty may be the following: Rabbeinu Bachya (Shemot 12:2) writes 

in the name of Rabbeinu Chananel that throughout the forty years the Jews sojourned in the 

wilderness, the new month was in fact established according to a pre-calculated system and not 

by testimony of witnesses. This was so since Hashem covered the Jewish camp in clouds during 

the day and a pillar of fire at night, which made it impossible for them to see the sun during the 



day or the moon at night. Thus, the first Rosh Hashana the Jews celebrated was indeed on 

Shabbat and they did not blow the shofar.   (Hadrush V’haiyun) 

The Potential of the Individual

In six days, G-d created the heaven, earth, and its inhabitants. According to the sages, 

creation commenced on the 25th day of Elul and six days later, Adam, the first man was created 

(see Vayikra Rabbah 29:1). Rosh Hashana commemorates the creation of Adam, the first man 

and the ancestor of humanity. Accordingly, this singular anniversary was designated to serve as 

the perennial day of judgment for Adam’s descendants throughout the generations. On this day 

it is incumbent upon Adam’s children to reflect and contemplate whether man, as evolved 

throughout history, has justified and vindicated the hopes and aspirations of his Creator.  

One of the main distinguishing features in the creation of man is that he was created 

single, unlike all other species, which were created in large numbers. This indicates 

emphatically that one single individual has the capacity to bring the whole of creation to 

fulfillment. Adam, following his creation, single-handedly rallied all creatures in the world to 

recognize the Sovereignty of the Creator. When Adam was created, all creatures who saw him 

were gripped with fear and bowed to him in mistaken belief, that he, Adam, had created them. 

Adam said to them, “Do not think I created you. ‘Come, let us worship and bow down before 

Hashem our Maker’”(Psalms 95:6) (see Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 11).  

Adam, the first man, was the prototype and example for every individual to follow. 

Every Jew, regardless of his time, place and personal status, has the capacity to rise and attain 

the highest degree of fulfillment and also elevate the entire creation.  

Rosh Hashana – the anniversary of the first and single human – disproves the 

contention of those who sit idle and follow the tide, with the excuse that it is impossible to 

change the world or pattern of society. Many of us give up when it comes to introducing more 

Yiddishkeit in our neighborhood, in our children’s homes, or even in our own lives. We do this 

saying, “esiz farfalen, men ken garnit tan” – “It is a lost case, nothing can be done about it.” The 

message of Rosh Hashana is that each and every Jew has tremendous potential, and with 

sincere efforts he can improve and elevate himself, his family, society, and even the entire 

world.                (Likutei Sichot) 

Wishing the entire community a Shana Tovah! 
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