
Ki Tavo begins with the 
ceremony of bringing first 
fruits to the Temple. The 
Mishnah (Bikkurim 3) gives 
a detailed account of what 
happened: 

Those that were near to 
Jerusalem brought fresh figs 
and grapes, and those that 
were far away brought dried 
figs and raisins. Before 
them went the ox, its horns 
overlaid with gold, and with 
a wreath of olive leaves on 
its head. 

The flute was played before 
them until they came near 
Jerusalem. When they were 
near to Jerusalem, they 
sent messengers before 
them and bedecked their 
first fruits. The rulers and 
the prefects and the 
treasurers of the Temple 
went forth to meet them. 
According to the honour due 
to them that came in, they 
used to go forth. All the 
craftsmen in Jerusalem used 
to rise up the for them and 
greet them, saying, 
“Brothers, men of such-and-
such a place, you are 
welcome.” 

The flute was played before 
them until they reached the 
Temple Mount. When they 
reached the Temple Mount, 
even King Agrippa would 
take his basket on his 
shoulder and enter in as far 
as the Temple Court. 

It was a magnificent 
ceremony. In historical 
context, however, its most 
significant aspect was the 

declaration each individual 
had to make: 

“My father was a wandering 
Aramean, and he went down 
into Egypt with a few people 
and lived there and became a 
great nation, powerful and 
numerous … Then the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with great 
terror and with miraculous 
signs and wonders.” Deut. 
26:5-10 

This passage is well-known. It 
became the text expounded 
as part of the Haggadah on 
Seder night on Pesach. Its 
familiarity, though, should not 
blind us to its revolutionary 
character. Listening to these 
words, we are in the presence 
of one of the greatest 
revolutions in the history of 
thought. 

The ancients saw the gods in 
nature, never more so than in 
thinking about the harvest 
and all that accompanied it. 
Nature does not change. 
Natural time is cyclical -the 
seasons of the year, the 
revolution of the planets, the 
cycle of birth, death and new 
life. When the ancients 
thought about the past, it was 
not the historical but a 
mythical/metaphysical/
cosmological past – the 
primeval time-before-time 
when the world was formed 
out of the struggle between 
the elements. 

That is precisely what did not 
happen in ancient Israel. It 
might have been otherwise. 

Rabbi Sacks on Ki Tavo 
Had Judaism been a 
different kind of religion, 
the people bringing 
firstfruits might have 
recited a song of praise to 
God as the author of 
creation and sustainer of 
life. We find several such 
songs in the Book of 
Psalms: 

Sing to the Lord with 
thanksgiving; make music 
to our God on the harp. 
He covers the sky with 
clouds; he supplies the 
earth with rain and makes 
grass grow on the hills. 
and bread that sustains 
his heart. Ps. 147:7-8 

The significance of the 
first fruits declaration is 
that it is not about nature 
but about history: a 
thumbnail sketch of the 
sequence of events from 
the days of the patriarchs 
to the exodus and then 
conquest of the land. 
Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi 
gave the best analysis of 
the intellectual 
transformation this 
involved: 

It was ancient Israel that 
first assigned a decisive 
significance to history and 
thus forged a new world-
view. Suddenly, as it 
were, the crucial 
encounter between man 
and the divine shifted 
away from the realm of 
nature and the cosmos to 
the plane of history, 
conceived now in terms of 
divine challenge and 
human response. Rituals 
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still-being-written story, a letter in the scroll of the book of 
the people of the Book. 

There is something momentous about this historical sense. 
It reflects the fact – itself one of the great themes of the 
Bible – that it takes time for human beings to learn, to 
grow, to rise beyond our often dysfunctional and 
destructive instincts, to reach moral and spiritual maturity 
and create a society of dignity and generosity. That is why 
the covenant is extended over time and why – according to 
the Sages – the only adequate guarantors of the covenant 
at Mount Sinai were the children yet to be born. 

That is as near as we get to immortality on earth:            
to know that we are the guardians of the hopes of our 
ancestors, and the trustees of the covenant for the sake of 
the future. That is what happened in Temple times when 
people brought their first fruits to Jerusalem and, instead 
of celebrating nature, celebrated the history of their people 
from the days when “My father was a wandering Aramean” 
to the present. As Moses said in some of his last words to 
posterity: 

Remember the days of old; consider the generations long 
past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and 
they will explain to you. Deut. 32:7 

To be a Jew is to know that the history of our people lives 
on in us. 

and festivals in ancient Israel are themselves no longer 
primarily repetitions of mythic archetypes meant to 
annihilate historical time. Where they evoke the past, it is 
not the primeval but the historical past, in which the great 
and critical moments of Israel’s history were fulfilled. Only 
in Israel and nowhere else is the injunction to remember 
felt as a religious imperative to an entire people. Zakhor: 
Jewish History and Jewish Memory, pp. 8-9 

This history was not academic, the province of scholars or 
a literary elite. It belonged to everyone. The declaration 
was recited by everyone. Knowing the story of one’s people 
was an essential part of citizenship in the community of 
faith. Not only that, but it was also said in the first person: 

 “My father … Then the Lord brought us out of Egypt. He 
brought us to this place”. It is this internalization of history 
that led the rabbis to say: “In each generation, every 
person should see himself as if he personally came out of 
Egypt” (Mishnah Pesachim 10: 5). This is history 
transformed into memory. 

To be a Jew is to be part of a story that extends across 
forty centuries and almost every land on the face of the 
earth. As Isaiah Berlin put it: 

All Jews who are at all conscious of their identity as Jews 
are steeped in history. They have longer memories, they 
are aware of a longer continuity as a community than any 
other which has survived. Whatever other factors may 
have entered into the unique amalgam which, if not always 
Jews themselves, at any rate the rest of the world instantly 
recognizes as the Jewish people, historical consciousness – 
sense of continuity with the past – is among the most 
powerful. Against the Current, p. 252 

Despite Judaism’s emphasis on the individual, it has a 
distinctive sense of what an individual is. We are not alone. 
There is no sense in Judaism of the atomic individual – the 
self in and for itself – we encounter in Western philosophy 
from Hobbes onwards. Instead, our identity is bound up 
horizontally with other individuals: our parents, spouse, 
children, neighbours, members of the community, fellow 
citizens, fellow Jews. We are also joined vertically to those 
who came before us, whose story we make our own. To be 
a Jew is to be a link in the chain of the generations, a 
character in a drama that began long before we were born 
and will continue long after our death. 

Memory is essential to identity – so Judaism insists. We did 
not come from nowhere; nor does our story end with us. 
We are leaves on an ancient tree, chapters in a long and JULY AND AUGUST CHESED COLLECTIONS 

We would like to thank Robyn & Steven Blumner for an out-

standing job during our July Chesed drive, collecting shoes, 

socks, eyeglasses and cell phone that will be used for various 

charities. 

We collected a record number of items including: 340 pairs of 

shoes, 362 pairs of socks, 14 cell phones and 1464 pairs of 

glasses.  

Special thanks to Jon Muller and Mikey Rosenberg for       

donating the frames and Michael Kule for donating the socks. 

GNS’s August School Supply Chesed Collection was also a 

great success to benefit the children & families from Chai Life-

line!  

We thank the Shusterman’s and Siegel’s for being the drop 

off homes for this Chesed collection. We thank all of you who 

dropped off school supplies which will help so many children. 

Chai Lifeline was thrilled to receive all the school supplies and 

told us they know it will definitely make the children happy 

and make things much easier for their parents and families! 











2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

Donations to the GN Eiruv Association can be made online at www.greatneckeiruv.org/donate or                 
a check can be mailed to GN Eiruv Association, PO Box 234243, Great Neck, NY 11023 

Jahan Aghalar 
Marcy & Danny Aharon 
Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff 
Elana & David Aminoff 
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy 
Debra & Simon Auerbacher 
Avigayil & David Bakst 
Michelle & Philip Berman 
Mildred & Samuel Block 
Robin & Steven Blumner 
Lilly & Gary Chubak 
Naomi & Adam Cohen 
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen 
Laura & Scott Danoff 
Nicole & Mordecai Dicker 
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch 
Alina & Lev Dynkin 
Rebekah & Brian Edelman 
Sarit & Shlomo Elias 
Matthew & Janine Ellis 
Marc Epstein 
Fran & Stuart Feintuch 
Pearl Field 
Corinne & Joe Franco 
Meryl & Mark Friedman 
Susan & James Frisch 
Olga & Matt Gartenhaus 
Alana & Adam Gelnick 
Sandra & Mark Gold 
Deborah & Charles Goldberg 
Rachel & Israel Goldman 
Eric Goldstein 
Tara & Irving Golombeck 
Amy & Martin Griffel 
Edna & Noam Guilor 
Edward Hakimian 
Dina & Natan Hamerman 
Devorah & Phil Hanfling 
Erica & Eliot Heisler 
Hennie Helmreich 
Beverly & Frank Hochheimer 
Alisa & Michael Hoenig 
Holly Burns & David Hoenig 
Deborah & Robert Hollander 
Lauren Hyman 
Esther & Joshua Ishal 
Tamara & Ben Jampel 
Leslie Kahn 
Louise & Leonard Kahn 
Fran & David Kalish 
Jill & Michael Katz 
Sydelle & Robert Knepper 
Leslie & Michael Kule 
Armin Lalehzari 
Marla & Micah Lemonik 
Myra Lewis 

Carole & Charles Libby 
Howard London 
Gertrude Louzon 
Tovah & Josh Marmer 
Susan Mayer 
Sharon & Edward Mazur 
Karen & Alan Mazurek 
Milt Mitzner 
Zara & Eli Moradi 
Meeka Levin & David Natanov 
Ellen & Mark Newman 
Judy & Lanny Oppenheim  
Brenda & Ed Parver 
Suzanne & Paul Peyser 
Ellen & Dale Polakoff 
Rabinowitz Family 
Diane & David Rein 
Galit & Grant Reichlin 
Fern & Marvin Resmovits 
Leah & Terry Rifkin 
Anida & Edwin Rosman 
Diana Rubinov 
Michelle & Norman Rutta 
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski 
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman 
David Schimel 
Hannah Flamenbaum & Charles Segal 
Sharon Senderowicz 
Kaivan Shahkohi 
Karen & Eric Shakin 
Moshe Sharifian 
Shoshana & Martin Sokol 
Dodi & Jonathan Spielman 
Orly & Alan Steinberg 
Sue & Arthur Talansky 
Robin & David Tobin Hess 
Pamela & Baruch Toledano 
Sharon & Mark Twersky 
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress 
Hadassah Wachstock 
Roselin Wagner 
Jerrald Weinstein 
Lisa & Dov Weinstein 
Linda & Brian Weiss 
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor 
Helen & David Wolf 
Michele & Howard Wolf 
Zinat Yacobi 
Cynthia & Henry Zanger 
Aviva & Robert Zausmer 
Shellie & Steven Zuckerman 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 

Saturday, 21 Elul 

Karen Spitalnick for David Ehrlich 

Henry Katz for Louis Suskin 

Steven Blumner for Chaim ben Naftali Mordechai 

Sunday, 22 Elul 

Howard Silberstein for Max Silberstein 

Florence Spira for Birdie Samson 

Monday,  23 Elul 

Mark Gersten for Helene Gersten 

Jason Zucker for Andrew Zucker 

Erica Zucker Heisler for Andrew Zucker 

Anthony Berkowitz for Doris Berkowitz 

Raymond Sandler for Sylvia Sandler 

Lynn Glasman for Ruth Slakter 

Tuesday, 24 Elul 

Belkis Nasser for Farha Nasser 

Wednesday, 25 Elul 

Ellen Siegel for Stacey Crair 

Trudy Jettelson for Dorothy Kaplan 

Galina Weiss for Shara Lebovich 

Thursday, 26 Elul 

Allan Beyda for Joshua Beyda 

Hal Beretz for Leo Beretz 

Friday,  27 Elul 

Stanley Dacher for Shirley Fox 

Payman Rabiei for Efraim Mashala ben Rabiei 

Hindi Lunzer for Selma Mermelstein 

Celia Lemonik for Rosalie Dorner 

Lauren Hyman for Arnold Glatt 

Robert Spitalnick for Eva Spitalnick 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Yom Kippur Appeal Committee is seeking volunteers to 

make calls to our members to solicit pledges for this year’s 

appeal. If interested please contact Howard Wolf, Diane 

Rein, Abe Sedgh or Mark Twersky. 

Mazal tov to Olga & Matt Gartenhaus on the recent  

marriage of their son Mikey to Chemdi Bernstein    

daughter of Devora & Aharon Bernstein. 

Mazal Tov to Adina & Josh Geller on the bar mitzvah of 

their son Alex. 

Mazal  Tov to Meeka & David Natanov on the bat     

mitzvah of their daughter Ahuva. 

Mazal Tov to Helene & Josh Peyser on the engagement 

of their daughter Rebecca to Jesse Schanzer.  

Mazal Tov to Debbie and Robert Hollander on the     
upcoming marriage of their son Alex to Kayla Mittman. 
Mazal Tov also to grandparents Shoshana and Martin 
Sokol. PASS IT FORWARD 

This week marks the 15th year that Pass It Forward is       

distributing Rosh Hashanah meals to those in need in our  

Community and other parts of Long Island and Queens. The 

program was developed to help provide Yom Tov meals at a 

time the economy was faltering and many of our elderly,  

young families as well as others were unable to celebrate Rosh 

Hashonah with the basic Yom Tov necessities.  We  thought 

this would be a temporary stopgap program. Since 2008, our 

recipient list has grown exponentially; the need in the Jewish 

community has exploded and we are still in business!  Many 

families now rely on us for help with Yom Tov meals during 

these difficult times. 

Food prices have skyrocketed which limits our ability to      

provide the same quantity of essentials as we have in the past. 

We are imploring the community to help this year. 

But for a modest grant from the OU, we rely on individual do-

nations to sustain the program. Please consider making a   

donation to Pass It Forward. Any amount would be            

appreciated. An $18 donation will provide cooked food for 1 

elderly person! 

You can send a check to GNS (please note that it is for Pass it 

Forward) or Venmo @cindy-hodkin (please indicate that it is 

for Pass it Forward). 

In addition, this year, we need your help : 

1. Volunteer to deliver to our recipients on Thursday          

September 22. Each route should take less than 2 hours. 

2. Make a chicken and freeze it. 

3. Make chicken noodle soup or chicken soup with matzo balls 

and freeze it. 

4. Host a cooking event. 

5. Bake brownies or a cake (contact Marla Lemonik for cake or 

brownie mix). 

We will have freezers available to store your cooked food if you 

do not have space in your own. Each homemade item must be 

well wrapped and labelled. Please contact us if you need soup 

containers. 

If you are cooking, please send an email to          

yomtovchicken@gmail.com telling us exactly what you are 

making. We can reduce the quantities we purchase with each 

item you provide.  

If you want to host a cooking event, contact Cindy or Marla. 

Wishing you a healthy, inspired, prosperous year! 

Cindy Hodkin 

koshercookinggn@gmail.com 

Michelle Berman 

Michberman@gmail.com 

Marla Lemonik 

Marla.lemonik@gmail.com 

 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS -  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO MAKE DELIVERIES 

For Rosh Hashanah, GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections 

are planning to distribute delicious honey cakes (purchased 

from Cafe Noir) to members of our shul that could benefit from 

our outreach. If you would like to volunteer to make deliveries 

(could be used for high school chesed hours), please contact 

Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net or Rachel Brecher at            

rachelbrecher@icloud.com. There are about 50 recipients. 

Thank you very much! 

BBQ T-Shirts 

If you were at the Labor Day BBQ and did not receive a t-

shirt, please contact Jack at jblrefl@aol.com or                

516-384-1482. 


