
If you seek to understand 
Judaism’s social vision, 
look at its anti-poverty 
legislation: 
 
“If there is a poor man 
among your brothers in 
any of the towns of the 
land that the Lord your 
God is giving you, do not 
be hardhearted or tight-
fisted toward your poor 
brother. Rather be open-
handed and freely lend 
him sufficient for his needs 
in that which he lacks. Be 
careful not to harbour this 
wicked thought: ‘The 
seventh year, the year for 
cancelling debts, is near,’ 
so that you do not show ill 
will toward your needy 
brother and give him 
nothing. He may then 
appeal to the Lord against 
you, and you will be found 
guilty of sin. Give 
generously to him and do 
so without a grudging 
heart; then because of 
this the Lord your God will 
bless you in all your work 
and in everything you put 
your hand to. There will 
always be poor people in 
the land. Therefore I 
command you to be open-
handed toward your 
brothers and toward the 
poor and needy in your 
land.” Deut 15:7-11 
 
Ostensibly the passage is 
about the cancellation of 
debts in the seventh year 
(shemittah, the year of 
“release”). The oral 
tradition, however, 
extended it to the laws of 

tzedakah – the word usually 
translated as “charity” but 
which also means 
“distributive justice, equity”.  
 
The rabbis interpreted the 
phrase “sufficient for his 
needs” to mean the basic 
requirements of existence: 
food, clothing, shelter and 
so on. “That which he lacks” 
was understood as referring 
to a person who was 
previously wealthy but has 
now become impoverished. 
He too must be helped to 
recover his dignity: It is 
related about Hillel the Elder 
that, for a certain poor man 
who was of good family, he 
bought a horse to ride on 
and a slave to run before 
him. When on one occasion 
he could not find a slave to 
run before the man, he 
himself ran before him. 
Ketubot 67b 
 
The force of this passage 
lies in the fact that Hillel 
himself was notoriously 
poor, yet he gave of his 
money and time to help a 
rich man who had lost his 
money regain his self-
respect. Its double aspect is 
evident throughout the laws 
of tzedakah.  
 
On the one hand, they are 
directed to the brute fact of 
poverty. No one must be 
deprived of basic physical 
necessities.  
 
On the other, they address 
with astonishing sensitivity 
the psychology of poverty. 
It demeans, embarrasses, 

Rabbi Sacks on Shoftim 
humiliates, shames. 
Tzedakah, ruled the 
rabbis, must be given in 
such a way as to 
minimize these feelings: 
When Rabbi Yannai saw 
a certain man giving a 
coin to a poor person in 
front of everyone, he 
said: It would have been 
better not to have given 
it to him than to have 
given it and put him to 
shame. Hagigah 5b 
 
In a famous passage, 
Maimonides describes 
the eight levels of 
charity: There are eight 
degrees of charity, one 
higher than the other. 
 
The highest degree, 
exceeded by none, is 
that of one who assists a 
poor person by providing 
him with a gift or a loan 
or by accepting him into 
a business partnership 
or by helping him find 
employment – in a word 
by putting him in a 
situation where he can 
dispense with other 
people’s aid. With 
reference to such aid it 
is said, ‘You shall 
strengthen him, be he a 
stranger or a settler, he 
shall live with you’ (Lev. 
25:35), which means: 
strengthen him in such a 
manner that his falling 
into want is prevented. 
 
A step below this is the 
one who gives alms to 
the needy in such a way 
that the giver does not 
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the Grace after Meals, when we say, “We beseech You, 
God our Lord, let us not be in need of the gifts of men 
or of their loans, but only of Your helping hand so that 
we may not be put to shame nor humiliated for ever 
and ever.”  
 
The greatest act of tzedakah is one that allows the 
individual to become self-sufficient. The highest form of 
charity is one that enables the individual to dispense 
with charity. From the point of view of the giver, this is 
one of the least financially demanding forms of giving. 
It may not cost him anything at all. But from the point 
of view of the recipient, it is the most dignifying, 
because it removes the shame of receiving.  
 
Humanitarian relief is essential in the short-term, but in 
the long-run, job creation and economic policies that 
promote full employment are more important. One 
detail of Jewish law is particularly noteworthy: even a 
person dependent on tzedakah must himself or herself 
give tzedakah. On the face of it, the rule is absurd. Why 
give X enough money so that he can give to Y? Giving 
to Y directly is more logical and efficient. What the 
rabbis understood, however, is that giving is an 
essential part of human dignity. The rabbinic insistence 
that the community provide the poor with enough 
money so that they themselves can give is a profound 
insight into the human condition. 
 
Jewry has had many distinguished economists, from 
David Ricardo (whom Keynes called the greatest mind 
that ever addressed itself to economics), to John von 
Neumann (a physicist who, in his spare time, invented 
Game Theory), to Paul Samuelson, Milton Friedman and 
Alan Greenspan. They have won an astonishing 38% of 
Nobel prizes in the field. Why should this have been so? 
Perhaps because Jews have long known that economics 
is one of the fundamental determinants of a society; 
that economic systems are not written into the 
structure of the universe, but are constructed by human 
beings and can be changed by human beings; and thus 
that poverty is not a fact of nature but can be 
alleviated, minimized, reduced.  
 
Economics is not a religious discipline. It is a secular art 
and science. Yet, deeply underlying the Jewish passion 
for economics is a religious imperative: “There will 
always be poor people in the land. Therefore I 
command you to be open-handed toward your brothers 
and toward the poor and needy in your land.” 

To contact the clergy or office staff please use the 

following information: 

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674 

Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606 

Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076 

Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202 

know to whom he gives and the recipient does not know 
from whom he takes. This exemplifies doing a good 
deed for its own sake. One example was the Hall of 
Secrecy in the Temple, where the righteous would place 
their gift clandestinely and where poor people from 
noble families could come and secretly help themselves 
to aid. Close to this is dropping money in a charity box. 
 
One step lower is where the giver knows to whom he 
gives, but the poor person does not know from whom 
he receives. Thus the great Sages would go and 
secretly put money into poor people’s doorways. 
     
A step lower is the case where the poor person knows 
from whom he is taking, but the giver does not known 
to whom he is giving. Thus the great Sages would tie 
coins in their scarves, which they would fling over their 
shoulders, so that the poor could help themselves 
without suffering shame. 
     
Lower than this, is where someone gives the poor 
person a gift before he asks. 
     
Lower still is one who gives only after the poor person 
asks. 
  
Lower than this is one who gives less than is fitting, but 
does so with a friendly countenance. 
     
The lowest level is one who gives ungraciously. 
Mattenot Ani’im 10:7-14 
 
This exquisitely calibrated ethic is shot through with 
psychological insight. What matters is not only how 
much you give, but also how you do so. Anonymity in 
the giving of aid is essential to dignity. The poor must 
not be embarrassed. The rich must not be allowed to 
feel superior. We give, not to take pride in our 
generosity, still less to emphasise the dependency of 
others, but because we belong to a covenant of human 
solidarity, and because that is what God wants us to do, 
honouring the trust through which he has temporarily 
lent us wealth in the first place. 
 
Especially noteworthy is Maimonides’ insistence that 
giving somebody a job, or the means to start a 
business, is the highest charity of all. What is 
humiliating about poverty is dependence itself: the 
feeling of being beholden to others.  
 
One of the sharpest expressions of this is to be found in GNS’s August School Supply Chesed Collection was a 

great success to benefit the children & families from Chai 

Lifeline!  

We thank the Shusterman’s and Siegel’s for being the drop 

off homes for this Chesed collection. We thank all of you 

who dropped off School supplies which will help so many 

children. Chai Lifeline was thrilled to receive all the school 

supplies and told us they know it will definitely make the 

children happy and make things much easier for their   

parents and families! 

Thank you to all those who contributed!!  











2022 Eiruv Donor Campaign (In Formation)  
 

Below is a list of individuals and families who have contributed to the 2022 Eiruv Appeal   
 

 

Gabriel & Gina Aharonoff 
Gayle & Stewart Ashkenazy 
Debra & Simon Auerbacher 
Avigayil & David Bakst 
Mildred & Samuel Block 
Naomi & Adam Cohen 
Dina Kalnicki & Stuart Cohen 
Laura & Scott Danoff 
Nicole & Mordecai Dicker 
Lorraine & Harold Domnitch 
Alina & Lev Dynkin 
Rebekah & Brian Edelman 
Matthew & Janine Ellis 
Marc Epstein 
Fran & Stuart Feintuch 
Pearl Field 
Corinne & Joe Franco 
Meryl & Mark Friedman 
Alana & Adam Gelnick 
Sandra & Mark Gold 
Deborah & Charles Goldberg 
Rachel & Israel Goldman 
Eric Goldstein 
Tara & Irving Golombeck 
Amy & Martin Griffel 
Devorah & Phil Hanfling 
Erica & Eliot Heisler 
Hennie Helmreich 
Holly Burns & David Hoenig 
Esther & Joshua Ishal 
Tamara & Ben Jampel 
Leslie Kahn 
Louise & Leonard Kahn 
Leslie & Michael Kule 
Armin Lalehzari 
Marla & Micah Lemonik 
Myra Lewis 
Carole & Charles Libby 
Howard London 
Gertrude Louzon 
Tovah & Josh Marmer 
Sharon & Edward Mazur 
Karen & Alan Mazurek 
Milt Mitzner 
Zara & Eli Moradi 
Meeka Levin & David Natanov 
Ellen & Mark Newman 
Brenda & Ed Parver  
Suzanne & Paul Peyser 
Rabinowitz Family 
Galit & Grant Reichlin 
Fern & Marvin Resmovits 

Leah & Terry Rifkin 
Anida & Edwin Rosman 
Diana Rubinov 
Michelle & Norman Rutta 
Joyce & Mayer Rydzinski 
Marlene & Lawrence Schiffman 
David Schimel 
Hannah Flamenbaum & 
  Charles Segal 
Sharon Senderowicz 
Kaivan Shahkohi 
Karen & Eric Shakin 
Moshe Sharifian 
Shoshana & Martin Sokol 
Orly & Alan Steinberg 
Sue & Arthur Talansky 
Robin & David Tobin Hess 
Pamela & Baruch Toledano 
Sharon & Mark Twersky 
Ilana & Aaron Wachspress 
Hadassah Wachstock 
Roselin Wagner 
Jerrald Weinstein 
Lisa & Dov Weinstein 
Norma Bilbool & Josh Windsor 
Helen & David Wolf 
Zinat Yacobi 
Cynthia & Henry Zanger 
Aviva & Robert Zausmer 
Shellie & Steven Zuckerman 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

BACK TO SHUL BBQ 

Join the  Men’s Club & Sisterhood on September 5th, 

10:30AM-2:00PM and meet our interim Associate Rabbi 

Eli Slomnicki and his family. 

Saturday, 7 Elul 

Elliot Engelstein for Renee Jeret 

Sunday, 8 Elul 

Hadassah Wachstock for Judith Wachstock 

Stanley Lupkin for David Lupkin 

Harriet Cooper for Celeste Weber 

Rita Gordonson for Dora Gershkowitz 

Monday, 9 Elul 

Ilene Schuman for Jack Herschkowitz 

Arthur Kirsch for Tessie Zuckerman 

Tuesday, 10 Elul 

Dale Polakoff for Gail Polakoff 

Anita Beretz for Joseph Levi 

Sharon Falkenstein for Philip Steinberg 

Alan Steinberg for Philip Steinberg 

Avraham Markowitz for Bernard Markowitz 

Evelyn Henis for Marshall Henis 

Wednesday, 11 Elul 

Gloria Faizakoff for Rose Cohen 

Larry Horn for Irene Horn 

Thursday, 12 Elul 

Sharon Goldwyn for Solomon Goldwyn 

Elaine Miller for Harry Grant 

Ellen Siegel for Anna Givner 

Jeffrey Freedman for Ettie Freedman 

Friday,  13 Elul 

Gary Knobel for Paul Knobel 

Meredith Bachrach for Maureen Shapiro 

Serge Fischler for Abraham Fischler 

Leslie Kahn for Fanny Eisman 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Yom Kippur Appeal Committee is seeking volunteers to 

make calls to our members to solicit pledges for this year’s 

appeal. If interested please contact Howard Wolf, Diane 

Rein, Abe Sedgh or Mark Twersky. 

Mazel Tov to Sari & Stuart Braunstein on the birth of a 
grandson, born to their children Shannon & Ben Braunstein. 
Mazal Tov to Jamie & Michael Katz on the birth of a grand-
son born to their children Ray & Roman Khasidov. Mazal Tov 
also to great grandparents, Joan & Henry Katz. 
Mazal Tov to Katie & Rabbi Ian Lichter on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Gavi. 
Mazal Tov to Susan Mayer on the Bat Mitzvah of her     

granddaughter Perri, daughter of Rabbi Richard & Aliza  

Mayer in Fair Lawn, NJ. 

Mazal Tov to Brenda & Ed Parver on the Bar Mitzvah of their 

grandson Moshe Parver, son of Aliza & Andrew Parver. 
PASS IT FORWARD 

This week marks the 15th year that Pass It Forward is       

distributing Rosh Hashanah meals to those in need in our  

Community and other parts of Long Island and Queens. The 

program was developed to help provide Yom Tov meals at a 

time the economy was faltering and many of our elderly,  

young families as well as others were unable to celebrate Rosh 

Hashonah with the basic Yom Tov necessities.  We  thought 

this would be a temporary stopgap program. Since 2008, our 

recipient list has grown exponentially; the need in the Jewish 

community has exploded and we are still in business!  Many 

families now rely on us for help with Yom Tov meals during 

these difficult times. 

Food prices have skyrocketed which limits our ability to      

provide the same quantity of essentials as we have in the past. 

We are imploring the community to help this year. 

But for a modest grant from the OU, we rely on individual do-

nations to sustain the program. Please consider making a   

donation to Pass It Forward. Any amount would be            

appreciated. An $18 donation will provide cooked food for 1 

elderly person! 

You can send a check to GNS (please note that it is for Pass it 

Forward) or Venmo @cindy-hodkin (please indicate that it is 

for Pass it Forward). 

In addition, this year, we need your help in any of the        

following ways: 

1. Volunteer to deliver to our recipients on Thursday          

September 22. Each route should take less than 2 hours. 

2. Make a chicken and freeze it. 

3. Make chicken noodle soup or chicken soup with matzo balls 

and freeze it. 

4. Host a cooking event. 

5. Bake brownies or a cake (contact Marla Lemonik for cake or 

brownie mix). 

We will have freezers available to store your cooked food if you 

do not have space in your own. Each homemade item must be 

well wrapped and labelled. Please contact us if you need soup 

containers. 

If you are cooking, please send an email to          

yomtovchicken@gmail.com telling us exactly what you are 

making. We can reduce the quantities we purchase with each 

item you provide.  

If you want to host a cooking event, contact Cindy or Marla. 

Wishing you a healthy, inspired, prosperous year! 

Cindy Hodkin 

koshercookinggn@gmail.com 

 

Michelle Berman 

Michberman@gmail.com 

 

Marla Lemonik 

Marla.lemonik@gmail.com 

BUTTERFLY PROJECT 

On Sunday, August 28, Joe Notovitz will begin a 5,600-mile 

journey across the United States, round trip, by motorcycle in 

support of an important charity known as the Butterfly Project. 

Hundreds of Jewish motorcyclists from all over the US will   

converge to the Ride2Remember conference in San Diego.    

The goal is to help support the Butterfly Project, and increase 

Holocaust education throughout the world.                                               

The Butterfly Project honors our commitment to the Survivors 

to Never Forget.  

To learn more about the charity visit: https://

www.ride2remember.com/the-charity. The Butterfly Project 

site: https://thebutterflyprojectnow.org/                                                     

You can visit https://www.ride2remember.com/donation-form. 

On the form, please specify your gift amount, enter Joseph No-

tovitz under "Who solicited your donation to the Ride2Remem-

ber?", and under "Club Affiliation" choose "No Club Affiliation" 

at the bottom of the dropdown list.  


