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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

Introduction 

Nine cows were burned from the time of Moshe Rabeinu until the destruction of the 2nd 

Beit HaMikdash: They were that of Moshe Rabeinu, Ezra HaSofer, Shimon HaTzaddik (who burned 

two), Yochanan Kohein Gadol (who also burned two), Eliyahu HaNavi, Chanamel the Egyptian, and 

Yishmael, son of Piabi. The tenth will be burned by Mashiach who will purify all the Jewish people 

that were defiled by their sins.                    (Rabeinu Bechaye)  

 זאת חקת התורה 

“This is the decree of the Torah…” (19:2) 

 This exact expression is only found twice in the Torah. At the beginning of Chukat, where it 

speaks of the preparation of the mei chatat, waters mixed with the ashes of the para adumah for 

the purification of the unclean; and in Matot, where it speaks of the cleansing of utensils taken 

from the Midianites as spoils of war. The Torah wishes to allude here to the fact that these two 

issues, the purification of the body and the koshering of one’s utensils is a prerequisite to the 

observance of the 613 mitzvot.                                         (Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch) 

 Why is this parsha – about the para adumah – placed next to the story of Korach? The laws 

of the red heifer were given to Moshe on the first day of Nissan, the day the Mishkan was erected – 

two weeks before Pesach. To fulfill the law of the red heifer, the Mishkan had to be up, because 

after the red heifer is slaughtered, its blood must be sprinkled “opposite the opening of the Tent of 

the Meeting” (19:4).  

 Without ashes from a red heifer, anyone who is spiritually impure because of contact with 

the dead cannot be purified, and one result is that he cannot bring the Korban Pesach. After the 

episode with Korach, many Jews were spiritually impure because they had come into contact with 

corpses – those of the two hundred and fifty Jews who had brought ketoret and were killed by a fire 

that came down from Heaven.  

According to the Chizkuni, the laws of the red heifer are written adjacent to the story of 

Korach because after the episode of Korach, the laws of the red heifer were needed, for the sake of 

the Korban Pesach.                              (Torah Anthology) 



 

 וירם מש ה את ידו ויך את  ה סלע

“And Moshe lifted up his hand and hit the rock…” (20:11) 

 If Moshe hadn’t hit the rock and had only spoken to it, producing water from the rock only 

through words, then the name of Hashem would have been gloriously sanctified. Hashem would 

always have a claim against Bnei Yisrael: if a mere rock that cannot see or hear, listens to Hashem’s 

command, then surely Bnei Yisrael who can see and hear, should listen and heed the commands.  

 But Moshe who was so devoted to Bnei Yisrael and loved them to the extent of self-sacrifice 

on their behalf, wished to prevent Hashem from constantly having this claim against them. He, 

therefore, struck the rock. Just as the rock had to be stricken to bring it to its senses and obey 

Hashem’s command, so do Bnei Yisrael sometimes have to be stricken, words not being enough to 

bring them to obey Hashem’s command! Moshe loved Bnei Yisrael so much that he was willing to 

forfeit his life and his future to protect them.              (Chidushei HaRim) 

 והיה אם נשך הנחש את איש והביט אל נחש הנחשת וחי 

 “It was that if the serpent bit a man, he would stare at the copper serpent and live.” (21:9) 

The words vayehi and vehayah both mean “and it was.” The Gemara (Megillah 10b) states 

the rule as to when each word is used. When prefacing a sorrowful event, the Torah will write 

vayehi; a happy event, vehayah will be used. If so, it is incomprehensible why the Torah wrote the 

word vehayah here? Surely the biting of a serpent is an adverse event, and therefore the Torah 

should have written vayehi.  

In the previous verse (21:8) we read that Hashem told Moshe that whoever is bitten by a 

serpent and thereupon stares at the copper serpent will definitely live. This implies that even a 

person who was deathly ill from another cause, if a serpent bit him and he would then look at the 

copper serpent, he would be totally healed from all life-threatening maladies. Such a person would 

be overjoyed if a serpent bit him! Therefore, since for some people a snake bite was a joyous 

occasion, the Torah used the word vehayah.                     (Meshech Chochmah) 
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