
The book of Bamidbar/
Numbers draws to a close 
with an account of the 
cities of refuge – the 
places set apart as shelter 
for those found guilty of 
manslaughter, that is to 
say, those who caused a 
human death, but 
accidentally or 
inadvertently, without 
murderous intent. The 
cities were havens, 
shelters, places of safety 
designed to protect 
manslaughterers from 
“blood vengeance” by a 
member of the family of 
the victim. 
 
One detail in the 
legislation about the cities 
of refuge is particularly 
fascinating. Maimonides, 
following the Talmud, 
rules thus: One who has 
been exiled does not leave 
the city of refuge at all, 
even to perform a 
mitzvah, or to give 
evidence in a monetary or 
capital case, or to save 
someone by his testimony, 
or to rescue someone from 
a non-Jew or a river or a 
fire or a collapsed 
building. Even if all Israel 
needs his help, like Joab 
ben Zeruyah [King David’s 
chief of staff], he never 
leaves the city of refuge 
until the death of the High 
Priest, and if he leaves, he 

makes himself vulnerable to 
death. Rotzeach 7:8 
 
There is a principle here 
that sheds much light on 
Judaism’s system of values. 
Outside the city of refuge, 
the person found guilty of 
manslaughter could be killed 
by the blood avenger: “But 
if the accused ever goes 
outside the limits of the city 
of refuge to which he has 
fled, and the avenger of 
blood finds him outside the 
city, the avenger of blood 
may kill the accused without 
being guilty of murder.” 
(Num. 35:26-27) 
 
Only within the city of 
refuge was the 
manslaughterer safe. To 
leave the city of refuge was 
to put his life at risk. No one 
in Judaism is commanded to 
put his life at risk to save 
the life of another – even to 
save the entire Jewish 
people (“even if all Israel 
needs his help”). Despite 
the fact that Judaism is an 
intensely communal faith, 
nonetheless in Jewish 
law the individual takes 
priority over the community. 
 
Here is another example, 
codified by Maimonides: 
If idol-worshippers say to a 
group of women, ‘Give us 
one of your women for 
immoral purposes, or we 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Matot-Masei  
will violate you all’, they 
must all allow 
themselves to be 
violated rather than 
hand over one Jewish 
soul. Similarly, if idol-
worshippers say, ‘Give 
us one of you and we 
shall kill him, or else we 
will kill you all’, they 
must all allow 
themselves to be killed 
rather than hand over 
one Jewish soul. 
Yesodei haTorah 5:5 
 
On the face of it, the law 
is illogical. The refusal to 
collaborate with tyranny 
by handing over a victim 
will not save the victim. 
She will be violated, or 
be killed, whatever the 
group chooses to do. 
Why then must they all 
allow themselves to be 
mistreated? The key 
difference is between 
active and passive, 
between what a person 
does and what is done to 
him. An entire group 
must passively allow 
itself to be assaulted 
rather than actively 
sacrifice a single one of 
their number. Again, the 
rights of the individual 
take priority over the 
welfare of the group. 
 
A third example is 
exemption from military 
service (in the case of 
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Times 

Shabbat 7/30 
 
Mincha 

 
 

7:00pm  

Candle Lighting 7:56pm 

Hashkama 8:00am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30am 

Main  9:00am 

Beit Midrash 9:15am 

Gemara Shiur 6:50pm 

Mincha/SS 7:50pm 

Shabbat Ends 9:03pm 

 
Week of 7/31 
 

 

Sunday 

Mon. Thurs. 

Tues. Wed. Fri. 

Mincha 

7:30/8:30am 

6:35/7:45am 

6:45/7:45am 

7:50pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

July 30 9:25/10:37am 

August 6 9:28/10:39am 

Next Shabbat     
Devarim                         

Mincha 7:00pm 

Candle Lighting 7:48pm                 

 

Kiddush is Sponsored by Ramesh & Steven Edelman 

In memory  of His Mother 

Esther bat Shmuel 

 

Seudah Shlishit is Sponsored by Rebekah & Brian Edelman  

in memory of his Grandmother 

Esther bat Shmuel 
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battle, or the willingness to die for the city’s sake: dulce 
et decorum est pro patria mori (‘It is pleasant and 
proper to die for one’s country’). The group takes 
precedence over the individual. That is the fundamental 
difference between Greek and Jewish ethics. 
 
One thinker who reflected deeply on this was the late 
Rabbi Moshe Avigdor Amiel (1882-1945), Chief Rabbi of 
Antwerp and later of Tel Aviv. In his Ha-tzedek ha-
soziali veha-tzedek ha-mishpati shelanu (translated 
as Ethics and Legality in Jewish law), he pointed out 
two consequences of the Jewish emphasis on the 
individual. On the one hand, it was vital to Jewish 
survival in exile. Jews were always a minority, and the 
minority usually conforms to the majority. Had this 
been the case among Jews, there would be no Judaism 
today.  
 
Jews, however, have had a long history of valuing the 
individual over the group. Jews did not bend to the 
majority. The one did not give way to the many. 
But the very attribute that was a source of strength in 
exile could also be a source of weakness at times of 
Jewish national sovereignty: In order to enforce order, 
there must be some denial of the individual’s rights in 
society, or sacrifice of the private to the public good. No 
government or political order in the world can always 
benefit every individual. Every form of government 
must strive for the public good, and if the individual 
must occasionally suffer, there is no great harm done. 
But the Jewish national character cannot bear this, for 
Jewish ethics preaches the absolute freedom of the 
individual, which cannot be abrogated on behalf of 
society. 
 
This gives rise to the fractious nature of Jews as a 
group: Everyone considers himself qualified to judge 
the judges, and sets up his own altar, not accepting any 
authority. If Jews are more prone to these faults than 
the rest of mankind, it is also the result of this outlook 
– that society exists for the sake of the individual. Thus 
every individual allows himself to separate from society, 
until there are an endless number of parties and 
splinter groups. This in turn generates much baseless 
hatred. 
 
Can a civilization that grants supreme significance to 
the individual, flourish as a collective entity, a self-
governing nation? That is the great question of Jewish 
history, then and now. 

a milchemet reshut, a non-obligatory war; the 
exemptions do not apply in the case of a war of self-
defence): The officers shall say to the people: “Has 
anyone built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him 
go home, or he may die in battle and someone else 
may dedicate it. Has anyone planted a vineyard and not 
begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in 
battle and someone else enjoy it. Has anyone become 
pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go 
home, or he may die in battle and someone else marry 
her . . .” Deut. 20:5-7 
 
Wars are fought for the sake of the nation as a whole. 
The exempt categories refer to individuals who have 
not yet had the chance to enjoy something important to 
them. Again we see that the private good overrides the 
public good. 
 
At stake in these and many other examples is the 
supreme importance, in Judaism, of the individual. This 
is how a famous Mishnah puts it: Man was created 
alone to teach you that whoever destroys a single soul 
is as if he destroyed an entire world, and whoever 
saves a single life is as if he had saved a complete 
world. Also [he was created alone] for the sake of 
peace among human beings, so that one could not say 
to the other, ‘My father was greater than yours’ . . . 
And also to proclaim the greatness of the Holy One, 
blessed be He, for if a person makes many coins from 
one mould, they are all the same, but the supreme King 
of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, made every 
person in the stamp of the first man, yet not one of 
them is identical to another. Therefore every single 
person is obliged to say: the world was created from 
my sake. M. Sanhedrin 4 
 
In these words, we feel the full revolutionary 
significance of the first chapter of Genesis, with its 
momentous declaration that the human being is in the 
image and likeness of God – the single most radical 
consequence of monotheism. The concept of God, 
singular and alone, gives rise to the concept of the 
human person, singular and alone. This is the birth of 
the individual in Western civilization. 
 
It goes without saying that this was unknown in the 
pagan world. More worthy of attention is the difference 
between biblical ethics and those of ancient Greece. In 
Greece the highest value was the polis, the group. 
Ethics was a code of devotion to the city (Athens, 
Sparta). The supreme glory was heroism in the field of 
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LAWS OF THE NINE DAYS 

Beginning with sunset before Rosh Chodesh Av, (Thursday evening, July 28) the Nine-Day period commences.  

MEAT & WINE Except for Shabbos, one may not eat meat or poultry, or consume any food containing meat or poultry. Food 

cooked in a clean meat pot may be eaten, even if the pot had been used for meat within the last 24 hours. At a Siyum 

Mesechta, all participants who would normally be invited to such a Siyum would be permitted to eat meat. A Siyum may be 

made throughout the Nine Day period until Erev Tisha B’Av. Wine or grape juice may not be consumed during this period except 

for Shabbos or at a Seudat Mitzvah.  

 

BATHING During the Nine Days a person may not shower or bathe for pleasure, even in cold water. Swimming or using a sauna 

is likewise forbidden. If, however, a person is perspired or dirty, he may shower or bathe in lukewarm water and even use soap 

or shampoo if he or she will not become clean otherwise. Under any circumstance, washing one's hands, face and feet in cold 

water is permitted.  

 

LAUNDRY, CLOTHING & CLEANING One is permitted to polish silver or wash one’s car during this period; however, shampooing 

rugs would be prohibited. It is forbidden to wash or dry clean one's clothing & linen during the Nine Days, even if it is done by a 

non-Jew. Ironing clothing is also prohibited. Even giving garments to a dry cleaner during the Nine Days to be picked up after 

the Nine Days is not allowed. However, one may give clothing to the cleaners before Rosh Chodesh if he picks them up after 

Tisha B'Av. Small children's clothing may be washed during the Nine Days. One may not wear new or freshly laundered clothing 

or linen during the Nine Days except for undergarments. It is preferable to wear all shirts briefly before the Nine Days com-

mence. Purchasing new clothing is forbidden during the Nine Days, even if they will be worn after the Nine Days. This prohibition 

includes all types of clothing, even those upon which a She’hecheyanu is not recited. However, Tisha B'Av sneakers may be 

bought if one was unable to buy them previously. It is permissible to go window shopping during the Nine Days, even if you 

derive pleasure from this activity. It is permissible to purchase clothing, furniture, appliances, etc. during the Nine Days if they 

are on sale or you’ll suffer a substantial loss if you will delay the purchase. Included in this category would be an individual who 

finds himself in a particular locale during the Nine Laws of The Nine Days & Tisha B’Av Days where these items can be found but 

are not readily available in their neighborhood. Exchanges during the Nine Days of items that were purchased prior to Rosh Cho-

desh may be done even though you are receiving a new item in return. It is permissible to sew a tear or to sew on a button. 

Although knitting and crocheting are forbidden, needlepoint is permissible.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS Any form of home decorating should not be done during the Nine Days including planting trees or flowers in 

the garden. It is, however, permissible to water, mow the lawn or prune trees during this period of time.  

 

When Erev Tisha B’Av falls on Shabbat, as it does this year, certain changes from the normal ‘Erev Tisha B’Av’ routine are re-

quired. Next week we will include the changes as well as the full Tisha B’Av schedule. 







THANK YOU 

Ariella & Shmuel Gilad, in memory of Roy ben Zvi z”l, 

are sponsoring the water bottles in the lobby for this 

month. 

If you are interested in sponsoring please call Mark or Jim 

in the Shul office. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

 

Saturday, 2 Av 

Michael Moslin for Seymour Moslin 

Osnass Shein for Joseph Shein 

Sunday, 3 Av 

Alex Weiss for Ignatz Weiss 

Michael Weiss for Ignatz Weiss 

Phyllis Safdieh for Bella Shampan 

Mansour Farhadian for Joseph Farhadian 

Monday, 4 Av 

Elaine Schneider for Elfrieda Rosa Mayer 

Tuesday, 5 Av 

Mark Landa for Gersh Landa 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Rose Getreu 

Edward Wydra for Helen Wydra 

Carol Kaufman for Frank Morgenstern 

Jeffrey Kaufman for Frank Morgenstern 

Wednesday, 6 Av 

Michelle Rutta for Leon Birnbaum 

Thursday, 7 Av 

Grant Reichlin for Richard Reichlin 

Dassie Barth for Roslyn Orenstein 

Friday, 8 Av 

Sheila Bachman for Max Gur 

Paul Brody for Bea Brody 

Israel Rosenzweig for Evelyn Rosenzweig 

Steven Rosenzweig for Evelyn  Rosenzweig 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org who 

will provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. You may not know them, they may 

be from a different generation or they may   daven in a  

different GNS minyan than you do, but we are all part of 

the same GNS family.  

GNS CHESED COLLECTION  

Throughout the month of July, please help us to collect and 

donate shoes, eyeglasses/sunglasses and cell phones to 

various important charities. Drop off items at the Blumner 

home (88 Old Pond Road, leave by garage).  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 26: Chazan Discourse 

July 27: Chaverim with Dr. Gary Chubak 

July 27: Paint Night 

July 28: Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman 

 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                       

As you may know, we are fortunate to have a Great Neck 

Community Calendar where one can post their upcoming 

simcha or special event. It is suggested that when      

planning a simcha or event that you post it on the       

calendar in order to avoid unnecessary conflicts. To post 

your simcha, send your request to:                           

greatneckcalendar@gmail.com. If you post on the      

Community Calendar, do not assume that you are booked 

on the GNS calendar as well. You must reserve your date 

on the GNS calendar independently.  

HONORING RABBI & ELLEN POLAKOFF                

Please join Sharsheret on Wednesday, August 3rd at 

6:30PM at the Lawrence Yacht and Country Club for the 

Tristate Benefit Summer Siyum and Barbecue to support 

women and families touched by breast cancer and ovarian 

cancer. Sharsheret will be honoring our very own         

Ellen & Rabbi Dale Polakoff. Please register at 

link.sharsheret.org/BBQ/. For more information, please 

contact Galit Reichlin at greichlin@sharsheret.org.   

OHEL INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

OHEL will be holding a formal program and services       

information session that will take place on Monday, July 

25th at 7:30 pm in Great Neck at Nava and Fred Cohen’s 

home, 4 Denton Road in Great Neck. This meeting is geared 

towards parents or siblings of individuals with                 

developmental disabilities or psychiatric disabilities. At this 

meeting, they discuss the needs of the Great Neck        

community and give those in attendance the opportunity to 

learn more in depth about Ohel services from the various 

Ohel program and department heads directly. Please rsvp to                        

pamela_kahn@ohelfamily.org if you plan on attending.   

THANK YOU 

GNS would like to thank The Men’s Club and Sisterhood 

for their purchase of a 6’ grilling station. 

We also thank The Men’s Club for their purchase of a  

65” TV. These purchases replace our well used but now 

worn out units.    SCOPE SPONSORSHIPS 

Thank you very much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have 

about 80!) for their strong support by sponsoring 3 issues 

(Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of 

$100 for the year.  If you are currently a SCOPE sponsor, 

then your sponsorship will continue unless you contact the   

synagogue office to discontinue it. We strongly encourage 

others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor or 

in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

CHAZAN DISCOURSE    

Chazan Yitzy Spinner will be speaking at One Kensington 

Gate at 12:00PM on Tuesday July 26. The topic will be   

“The History of Synagogue Music.” Seating is limited, so 

please contact Joan (516-388-1991) or Roselin               

(516-487-9795) to make a reservation.  

https://link.sharsheret.org/BBQ/
mailto:greichlin@sharsheret.org
mailto:pamela_kahn@ohelfamily.org

