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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 יברכך ה' וישמרך 

“May G-d bless you and safeguard you…” (6:24) 

Birkat Kohanim is recited in the singular tense because the most important blessing for Bnei 

Yisrael is that they be united, just as they were at Har Sinai as it is written: ויחן שם ישראל – Yisrael 

encamped there – and Chazal interpreted these words: As one man, one heart!    

                                                    (R’ Shlomo Leib of Lentza)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 נחשון בן עמינדב למ טה יהודה 

“Nachshon ben Aminadav of the tribe of Yehudah…” (7:12) 

 Regarding every tribe except Yehudah, the tribe leader is called nasi. Why regarding 

Yehudah is the title left out? According to R’ Shlomo Ganzfried, writing in Sefer Apirion, one must 

recall that Nachshon, nasi of Yehudah, was the first Jew to jump into the water before the splitting 

of the sea. In that episode, he demonstrated great faith in Hashem, with all of Israel looking on, and 

he sanctified Heaven’s Name. As a result, Hashem decreed that all kings of Israel would be from the 

tribe of Yehudah.  

 Seeing that Nachshon had been so greatly rewarded, the Torah does not deem it necessary 

to point out that he was a nasi. To be a king is greater than to be a nasi, and Nachshon meant 

kingship! As a result, it suffices the Torah to write only his name, and that he came from the tribe of 

Yehudah.                 (Parsha Anthology) 

 זאת חנכת המזבח ביום המשח אתו...זאת חנכת המזבח אחרי המשח אתו 

“This was the dedication offering of the altar, on the day it was anointed…This was the dedication 
of the altar after it was anointed.” (7:84, 88) 

Note the difference between the two segments: “on the day it was anointed” and “after it 

was anointed.” Zot Chanukat Hamizbayach, if we receive inspiration as Yisrael did on the day of 

Chanukat Hamizbayach, the dedication of the altar, we must do our best to retain it; it should not 

decline and fade away. The dedication we feel beyom himashach – on the day it was anointed - 

should last acharei himashach – after it was anointed.”   

                                                                                               (R’ Yitzchak Meir of Ger, Maayanah shel Torah) 



 קערת כסף שתים עשרה מזרקי כסף...כפות זהב...כסף הכלים אלפים וארבע מאות בשקל הקדש 

“Twelve silver bowls…silver basins…golden pans…all the silver of the vessels weighed two 
thousand four hundred shekels of the sanctuary…” (7:85) 

Rashi notes that all the vessels were first weighed separately and then weighed together. 

The outcome was that both weights were exactly equal. What is the significance of this? 

A metaphorical view of Rashi’s exposition yields a moral lesson. A Jew’s conduct in his 

private life must match his public behavior. Some people are more scrupulous in their public actions 

than in private, thinking that they want to set a good example for others to follow. Others are less 

meticulous in public, thinking that a display of strict observance would be interpreted as conceit 

and boastfulness. A Jew’s attitude should be consistent, the same in private as in public.                      

                          (Rabbi Moshe Feinstein in Kol Rom) 

 
 זאת חנכת המזבח אחרי המשח אתו 

“This was the dedication of the altar after it was anointed.” (7:88) 

 Why weren’t the dedication offering brought on the same day that the altar was anointed? 

Why only afterwards? According to the Admor M’Kotzk, the Torah here teaches an important 

principle about serving Hashem. After a man reaches a high spiritual level – i.e., he is “anointed” 

with spiritual success, general or specific, he must realize there is more for him to do afterwards. He 

has other service to Hashem ahead of him! He has additional achievements to garner for his soul! 

One must always look forward, and never rest on one’s laurels. In a sense, one must forget 

yesterday’s “anointing.”  

 As our Sages say (Midrash Tanchuma, Parshat Eikev), “Each day they [the words of Torah] 

should be entirely new in your eyes.”  

 This is the key to true service of Hashem. Never allow the Torah learning or other mitzvot to 

become routine and habitual. One should feel novelty and freshness every day. Though one served 

Hashem the previous day, the previous week and also the previous years, today and tomorrow are 

new opportunities. They dedicated the altar after it was anointed!           (Torah Anthology) 
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