
When we read the story of 
Korach, our attention tends 
to be focused on the rebels. 
We don’t give as much 
reflection as we might to the 
response of Moses. Was it 
right? Was it wrong? 
It’s a complex story. As 
Ramban explains, it is no 
accident that the Korach 
rebellion happened in the 
aftermath of the story of the 
spies. So long as the people 
expected to enter the 
Promised Land, they stood to 
lose more than gain by 
challenging Moses’ 
leadership. He had 
successfully negotiated all 
obstacles in the past. He was 
their best hope. But as a 
result of the spies, that 
whole generation was 
condemned to die in the 
wilderness. Now they had 
nothing to lose. When people 
have nothing to lose, 
rebellions happen. 
 
Next, the rebels themselves. 
It’s clear from the narrative 
that they were not a uniform 
or unified group. Malbim 
explains that there were 
three different groups, each 
with their own grievance and 
agenda. 
 
First was Korach himself. 

Moses was the child of Kehat’s 
eldest son, Amram. As the 
child of Kehat’s second son, 
Yitzhar, Korach felt entitled to 
the second leadership role, 
that of High Priest. 
 
Second were Datan and 
Aviram, who felt that they 
were entitled to leadership 
positions as descendants of 
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn. 
Third were the 250 others, 
described by the Torah as 
“Princes of the Assembly, 
famous in the congregation, 
men of renown.” Either they 
felt that they had earned the 
right to be leaders on 
meritocratic grounds, or – Ibn 
Ezra’s suggestion – they were 
firstborn who resented the fact 
that the role of ministering to 
God was taken from the 
firstborn and given to the 
Levites after the sin of the 
Golden Calf. A coalition of the 
differently discontented: that 
is how rebellions tend to start. 
 
What was Moses’ reaction? His 
first response is to propose a 
simple, decisive test: Let 
everyone bring an offering of 
incense and let God decide 
whose to accept. But the 
derisive, insolent response of 
Datan and Aviram seems to 
unnerve him. He turns to God 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Korach 
and says: 
“Do not accept their 
offering. I have not taken 
so much as a donkey from 
them, nor have I wronged 
any of them.” Num. 16:15 
But they had not said that 
he had. That is the first 
discordant note. God then 
threatens to punish the 
whole congregation. 
Moses and Aaron intercede 
on their behalf. God tells 
Moses to separate the 
community from the 
rebels so that they will not 
be caught up in the 
punishment, which Moses 
does. But he then does 
something unprecedented. 
He says: “This is how you 
will know that the Lord has 
sent me to do all these 
things and that it was not 
my idea: If these men die a 
natural death and suffer 
the fate of all mankind, 
then the Lord has not sent 
me. But if the Lord brings 
about something totally 
new, and the earth opens 
its mouth and swallows 
them, with everything that 
belongs to them, and they 
go down alive into the 
realm of the dead, then 
you will know that these 
men have treated the Lord 
with contempt.” Num. 16:28- 30 
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Shabbat 7/2 
 
Mincha 
 
Candle Lighting 

 
 

7:00pm 
 

8:11pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main  9:00 am 

Youth 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 7:05 pm 

Mincha/SS 8:05 pm 

Shabbat Ends 9:20 pm 

Week of 7/3  

Sunday/Monday 

Tues., Wed., Fri.. 

Thursday 

Mincha 

7:30/8:30 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

8:15 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

July 2 9:13/10:28 am 

July  9 9:16/10:30 am 

Next Shabbat     
Chukas                             

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:10 pm                 

Kiddush is Sponsored By Beth & Marc Gottlieb 

Thanking the Kehila for Their Ongoing Outpouring of      

Support, Friendship and Tefilot During Their Recent Issues 

———————————————————— 

Bima Flowers are Sponsored by Anne Gottlieb & Fred Glass 

In Honor of the Upcoming Wedding Of 

 Nathan Allen to Stephanie Gottleib 

———————————————————— 

Seudah Shlishit  is  Sponsored by Judy & Richard Lillien In 

Honor of the Recent Marriage of Their Daughter  

Meryl to Daniel Shimon 
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proposing the test of the incense offering. That would have 
resolved the question. As for the underlying reason that the 
rebellion was possible at all – the fact that the people were 
devastated by the knowledge that they would not live to 
enter the Promised Land – there was nothing Moses could 
do. 
 
Moses allowed himself to be provoked by Korach’s claim, 
“Why do you set yourselves above the Lord’s assembly” and 
by Datan and Aviram’s offensive remark, “And now you 
want to lord it over us!” These were deeply personal attacks, 
but by taking them as such, Moses allowed his opponents to 
define the terms of engagement. As a result, the conflict was 
intensified instead of being defused. 
 
It is hard not to see this as the first sign of the failing that 
would eventually cost Moses his chance of leading the people 
into the land. When, almost forty years later, he says to the 
people who complain about the lack of drink, “Listen, you 
rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?” (Num. 20:10), 
he shows the same tendency to personalise the issue (“Must 
we bring you water?”) – but it never was about “we” but 
about God. 
 
The Torah is devastatingly honest about Moses, as it is about 
all its heroes. Humans are only human. Even the greatest 
makes mistakes. In the case of Moses, his greatest strength 
was also his greatest weakness. His anger at injustice singled 
him out as a leader in the first place. But he allowed himself 
to be provoked to anger by the people he led, and it was this, 
according to Maimonides (Eight Chapters, ch. 4), that 
eventually caused him to forfeit his chance of entering the 
land of Israel. Heifetz writes: “Receiving anger. . . is a sacred 
task . . . Taking the heat with grace communicates respect for 
the pains of change.” 
Ibid. 142, 146. 
 
After the episode of the spies, Moses faced an almost 
impossible task. How do you lead a people when they know 
they will not reach their destination in their lifetime? In the 
end what stilled the rebellion was the sight of Aaron’s rod, a 
piece of dry wood, coming to life again, bearing flowers and 
fruit. Perhaps this was not just about Aaron but about the 
Israelites themselves. Having thought of themselves as 
condemned to die in the desert, perhaps they now realised 
that they too had born fruit – their children – and it would 
be they who completed the journey their parents had begun. 
That, in the end, was their consolation. 
 
Of all the challenges of leadership, not taking criticism 
personally and staying calm when the people you lead are 
angry with you, may be the hardest of all. That may be why 
the Torah says what it does about Moses, the greatest leader 
who ever lived. It is a way of warning future generations: if at 
times you are pained by people’s anger, take comfort. So did 
Moses. But remember the price Moses paid, and stay calm. 
Though it may seem otherwise, the anger you face has 
nothing to do with you as a person and everything to do with 
what you stand for and represent. Depersonalising attacks is 
the best way to deal with them. People get angry when 
leaders cannot magically make harsh reality disappear. 
Leaders in such circumstances are called on to accept that 
anger with grace. That truly is a sacred task. 

This was the only time Moses asked God to punish someone, 
and the only time he challenged Him to perform a miracle. 
God does as Moses asks. 
 
Naturally we expect that this will end the rebellion: God had 
sent an unmistakable sign that Moses was right, the rebels 
wrong. But it doesn’t. Far from ending the rebellion, it made 
it worse: The next day the whole Israelite community 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron. “You have killed the 
Lord’s people,” they said. Num. 17:6 
 
The people gather around Moses and Aaron as if about to 
attack them. God starts smiting the people with a plague. 
Moses tells Aaron to make atonement, and eventually the 
plague stops. But some 14,700 people have died. Not until a 
quite different demonstration takes place – Moses takes 
twelve rods representing the twelve tribes, and Aaron’s buds 
and blossoms and bears fruit – does the rebellion finally 
end. 
 
It is hard to avoid the conclusion that Moses’ intervention, 
challenging God to make the earth swallow his opponents, 
was a tragic mistake. If so, what kind of mistake was it? 
The Harvard leadership expert, Ronald Heifetz, makes the 
point that it is essential for a leader to distinguish between 
role and self. A role is a position we hold. The self is who we 
are. Leadership is a role. It is not an identity. It is not who we 
are. Therefore a leader should never take an attack on his 
leadership personally: 
It’s a common ploy to personalise the debate over issues as a 
strategy for taking you out of action . . . You want to respond 
when you are attacked . . . You want to leap into the fray when 
you are mischaracterised . . . When people attack you personally, 
the reflexive reaction is to take it personally . . . But being 
criticised by people you care about is almost always a part of 
exercising leadership . . . When you take personal attacks 
personally, you unwittingly conspire in one of the common ways 
you can be taken out of action – you make yourself the issue.  
Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, Leadership on the Line, 
Harvard Business School Press, 2002, pp. 130, 190-191. 
 
Moses twice takes the rebellion personally. First, he defends 
himself to God after being insulted by Datan and Aviram. 
Second, he asks God miraculously and decisively to show 
that he – Moses – is God’s chosen leader. But Moses was not 
the issue. He had already taken the right course of action in 
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Mazal Tov to Sheila Bachman on the graduation of her granddaughter Alice Bachman daughter 
of Debbie & Michael Bachman from Scotch Plains Fanwood HS and going to University of Florida. 
Mazal Tov to Eva & Frank Bachrach on the graduation of their granddaughter Mia Bachrach from 
Solomon Schechter Lower School and their grandson Adam Wright from Great Neck South HS.  
Mazal Tov to Judy & Brett Blatter on the graduation of their son Jordan from Brandeis          
University and continuing there for his Master’s in Computational Linguistics and their daughter 
Raquel from NSHA HS and studying in Israel at the Shalom Hartman Institute    before attending 
Brandeis University next year. 
Mazal Tov to Robyn & Steve Blumner on the graduation of their son Zachary and receiving his 
MFA in Set Design from NYU Tisch Graduate School. 
Mazal Tov to Dr. Paul & Drora Brody on the graduation of their daughter Limor from the NYU 
Rory Meyers College of Nursing, and on the graduation of their son Joey with a B.A., Summa 
Cum Laude, from Queens College with honors in both history and BALA. He also   received a   
departmental History Award, and will be attending the CUNY Graduate Center American Studies 
Program. 
Mazal Tov to Lillian & Gary Chubak on their daughter Barbara Chubak being promoted to       
Associate Professor of Urology at Mt. Sinai School of medicine. 
Mazal Tov to Roslyn Dicker on the graduation of her granddaughter Lauren Sadowski from The 
George Washington University, BA in Psychology, Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences and 
receiving the Luther Rice Undergrad Research Fellowship. 
Mazal Tov to Halleh & Kambiz Fouladi on the graduation of their daughters, Xena from Macaulay 
College and Eden from North High School.  
Mazal Tov to Kathy & Arnie Flatow on their daughter Sara receiving her ASHA Certificate and 
NYS License in Speech Language Pathology. 
Mazal Tov to Susan & Jim Frisch on the graduations of their grandchildren Bliss Rhine who  
graduated from Reichman University in Herzliya, Israel, Penelope Rhine who will be starting 
Reichman University, Daniel Tawil who completed his IDF service and will be starting Reichman 
University Law School, Claudia Tawil who graduated from NSHA HS and will be starting the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, James Tawil who graduated from Hillel Yeshiva and will be starting Hillel 
HS in Ocean, NJ, Henry Tawil who conquered kindergarten and will be starting Hillel Yeshiva and 
Elan Zashin, Chloe Rhine’s husband, who completed his IDF  
service and will be starting Reichman University Law School. 
Mazal Tov to Olga & Matt Gartenhaus on the engagement of their son Mikey to Chemdi  
Bernstein and on her completing her Residency in Orthodontics at Maimonides Medical Center, 
and the graduation of granddaughter Abby Bernstein from Nursery School 
Mazal Tov to Lynn & Abraham Glasman on the graduations of their son Jonah from NSHA Middle 
School and their daughter  Maya from Great Neck North HS. 
Mazal Tov to Beth & Marc Gottlieb on the graduation of their daughter Stephanie with a Masters 
of Architecture from Rhode Island School of Design. 
Mazal Tov to Doreen & Charles Hadid on the graduations of their daughters, Chloe from NSHA 
Middle School, going to NSHA HS and Ella from NSHA Lower School.  
Mazal Tov to Anna & Erik Herz on the graduation of their son Riley from NSHA Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Tammy & Ben Jampel on Tessa Jampel-Schneid moving up to kindergarten,      
Jordana Jampel’s new job and Micah Jampel-Schneid’s 1st birthday. 
Mazal Tov to Lisa & Erran Kagan on the graduation of their daughter Miriam from North Middle 
School.   
Mazal Tov to Louise & Leonard Kahn on the graduations of their grandchildren, Leah Reichlin 
from Yeshiva University High School for Girls and going to study In Israel at S ha’alvim for  
Women, and Gavi Kahn, graduating from Katz Yeshivah HS in Boca Raton, FL. and going to study 
in Israel at Yeshivat Sha’alvim in Israel. 
Mazal Tov to Julie Kalker & Elliot Kalker on the graduation of Zachary from SAR High School. 
Mazal Tov to Amy & Marc Kalter on the 8th grade graduation of Adina and 5th grade graduation 
of Ziva at North Shore Hebrew Academy. 
 
 
 

GALA GRADUATION/SIMCHA  KIDDUSH 

Thank you to the following for sponsoring the Kiddush 



 
Mazal Tov to Carol & Stephen Karbowitz on the gradation of their grandchildren, Ariella & JJ     
Varnai from SAR High School who will be attending Bar Ilan Univerdity in Israel, and on the  birth 
of Elizabeth Rose, daughter of Rachel & Josh Spindel. 
Mazal Tov to Sigal, Robert & Jonathan Katz on the graduation of their daughter and sister,       
Jennifer from NSHA HS. 
Mazal Tov to Sharon Kohler & Michael Kohler on the graduations of Brittney from Binghamton  
University and Bryce from GN North Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Alla & Mark Landa on the aufruf of their son Michael. 
Mazal Tov to Celia & Jack Lemonik on the graduations of their grandchildren, Sarah Hamerman 
from YU High School for Girls and Joshua Lemonik from High School. 
Mazal Tov to Kimberly & Jason Mayer on the graduation of their son Aidan from NSHA Middle 
School and going to Rambam Mesivta 
Mazal Tov to Susan Mayer on the graduation of her grandson Aidan Mayer from NSHA Middle 
School, Brielle Klinger graduating from Kindergarten from Katz Hillel day School, Max Mayer    
graduating HAFTR Middle School and attending HAFTR HS, Noah Mayer graduating from HAFTR 
Middle School and attending Rambam Mesivta, Perri Mayer graduating Golda Och Academy Lower 
School and continuing in their Middle School next year. 
Mazal Tov to Liz & Jared Ort on the graduation of their daughter Shani from NSHA HS. 
Mazal Tov to Brenda & Ed Parver on the graduations of their grandchildren, Rachel Teigman   
graduating from Naale HS and  going to MMY in Israel, Shifra Teigman graduating from RYNJ and 
attending Naale HS, Atara Gamss graduating from RYNJ and attending Maayanot HS. 
Mazal tov to Ellen & Dale Polakoff on the graduation of their daughter, Shoshana Hoffman, from 
Hebrew University with a degree in Animal-Assisted Therapy and new job at lenefesh.org.  
Mazal Tov to Marci & Murray Rabinowitz on the graduations of Abby & Ethan from HAFTR HS. 
Mazal Tov to Galit & Grant Reichlin on the graduation of their daughter, Leah, from Yeshiva     
University High School for Girls. 
Mazal Tov to Michal & Steven Rosenzweig on the graduation of their daughter Mayah Chava 
Rosenzweig from NSHA Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Michelle & Norman Rutta in honor of their daughter Rebecca earning a Doctorate in 
Occupational Therapy from Tufts University. 
Mazal Tov to Aliza & Dov Sassoon on the graduation of their sons, Charlie from NSHA Middle 
School and Henry from NSHA Lower School. 
Mazal Tov to Farangiss Sedaghatpour on the graduation of her daughter Dina. 
Mazal Tov to Jessica & Evan Shusterman on the graduations of their daughter Ella from NSHA HS 
and their son Miles from NSHA Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Florin & Howard Silberstein on the graduations of their granddaughters Ayla         
Silberstein  going to GN North High School and Lia Brickman to Hunter College High School. 
Mazal Tov to Lauren and Seth Silberstein on the graduation of their daughter Ayla attending GN 
North High School. 
Mazal tov to the Steinberg, Ginsburg and Shalmon Families on the graduation of Ira Steinberg 
from Queens College and on being accepted into NYU's Schack Real-Estate Master's Program. 
Mazal Tov to Jill & Steven Swartz on the graduation of their daughter Hannah from NSHA HS    
going to Israel for a year of study and attending NYU School of Arts and Sciences. 
Mazal Tov to Shahnaz Malekan & Ben Tartak on the graduation of their daughter Sahar  
Tartak, valedictorian of GN North HS and winner of multiple awards. 
Mazal Tov to Pamela & Baruch Toledano on the graduation of their son Michael from Columbia  
University Mailman School of Public Health. 
Mazal Tov to Sharon & Mark Twersky on their grandson Ephraim Twersky graduating from YOSS 
and attending Rambam Mesivta. 
Mazal Tov to Cynthia & Jeff Wiesenfeld on the graduation of their daughter Maxine from Brooklyn 
Law School. 
Mazal Tov to Magda & Sam Yehaskel on the graduations of their grandsons, Zachary Stein from 
HANC HS and going to study in Israel and Shmuel Yehaskel graduating from Yeshiva Har Torah and 
attending HAFTR HS. 
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GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat 

Road) that can be reached at (516) 400-3026. 

ROSH HASHANAH SCOPE DEADLINE/SPONSORSHIPS 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, pho-

tos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday, 

July 11th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you 

very much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) for 

their strong support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hasha-

nah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the 

year.  If you are currently a SCOPE sponsor, then your 

sponsorship will continue unless you contact the syna-

gogue office to discontinue it. We strongly encourage oth-

ers who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

 

Saturday, 3 Tammuz 

Henry Katz for Fred Katz 

Jack Lipsky for Jacob Lipsky 

Edmond Ohebshalom for Joseph Ohebshalom 

Mitchell Siegel for Isadore Siegel 

Victor Ancelson for Strul Ancelson 

Fred Shaw for Bernard Shaw 

Sunday, 4 Tammuz 

Debbie Hollander for David Warren 

Joey Sokol for David Warren 

Ellie Werber for Michael Preis 

James Frisch for Laszlo Frisch 

Amy Goldberg-Reiss for Jack Goldberg 

Monday, 5 Tammuz 

Helen Ishofsky for Ethel Herskovits 

Edward Parver for Sylvia Parver 

Yafa Gabbaizadeh for Eliazer Sadigh 

Tuesday, 6 Tammuz 

Leslie Kahn for Benny Kahn 

Joe Rosenthal for Blanche Rosenthal 

Moosa Soleimani for Kovkab Kahen 

Robert Spitalnick for Irving Spitalnick 

Rona Mittleman for Ida Haber 

Naeema Pomerantz for Kovkab Kahen 

Wednesday, 7 Tammuz 

Yehoshua Gilad for Matilda Greenberger 

Zinat Yacobi for Elisha Yacobi 

Thursday, 8 Tammuz 

Howard Wolf for Carrie Wolf 

Gary Knobel for Esther Knobel 

Zehavit Terrani for Yosef Avital 

Robert Katz for Ernest Katz 

Stewart Kaplan for Helen Kaplan 

Friday, 9 Tammuz 

David Birnbaum for Rhoda Birnbaum 

Rita Gordonson for Leon Gershkowitz 

Laura Cohen for Marvin Lieberman 

James Frisch for Rozsa Frisch 

  

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org 

who will provide you with the name and contact infor-

mation of people you can invite. You may not know them, 

they may be from a different generation or they may   

daven in a  different GNS minyan than you do, but we are 

all part of the same GNS family.  

Mazal Tov to Beth & Marc Gottlieb on the upcoming  

wedding of their daughter Stephanie to Nathan Allen. 

Mazal Tov to Judy & Richard Lillien on the marriage 

of their daughter Meryl to Daniel Shimon, son of    

Susan & Benny Shimon. 

Mazal Tov to Rhonda & Jack Lipsky on the birth of 

twin granddaughters, Chloe Sophia and Sienna   

Primrose, born to their children Gabriella & Bryan 

Lipsky.  

Mazal Tov to Goldie & Howard Lorber and Rachel &      

Michael Singer on the marriage of their grandson         

Andrew, son of Jennifer & Mark Lorber to Sara  

Cabot. 

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Dale & Ellen Polakoff on the Bar 

Mitzvah of their grandson Yisrael Meir son of Rabbi 

Ephraim & Tova Polakoff. 

GNS CHESED COLLECTION  

Throughout the months of June & July, please help us to 

collect and donate shoes, eyeglasses/sunglasses and cell 

phones to various important charities. Drop off items at the 

Blumner home (88 Old Pond Road, leave by garage).  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

June 29: Chaverim 

July 10: Rabbi Dovid Hirsch 

July 13: Sandra Rapoport 

July 27: Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman 
 

SAYING FAREWELL 

We would like to thank our shluchot, Liron Glassner and 

Shira Bublil, for a wonderful year! We wish them much 

luck and success in the future. 

GNS OBLIGATIONS 
In the next week or so your statement, which will include 
the new dues for 2022/2023, will be sent out. We  
encourage you to take care of your past obligations to 
avoid any issues with High Holiday seating. 

mailto:drein@verizon.net

