
The sedra of 

Beha’alotecha speaks 

about the exquisite silver 

trumpets – clarions – 

Moses was commanded to 

make:The Lord spoke to 

Moses, saying, “Make two 

trumpets of silver; make 

them of hammered work. 

They shall serve you to 

summon the congregation 

[edah], and cause the 

camps [machanot] to 

journey.” Numbers 10:1-2 

This apparently simple 

passage became a 

springboard for one of the 

most profound meditations 

of the late Rabbi Joseph 

Soloveitchik. It appears in 

the course of his great 

essay, Kol Dodi Dofek on 

the Jewish approach to 

suffering. There are, says 

Rabbi Soloveitchik, two 

ways in which people 

become a group – a 

community, a society or a 

nation. The first is when 

they face a common 

enemy. They band 

together for mutual 

protection, knowing that 

only by so doing can they 

survive. This phenomenon 

extends far beyond Homo 

sapiens. Animals too come 

together in herds or flocks 

to defend themselves 

against predators. Such a 

group is a machaneh – a 

camp, a defensive 

formation. 

There is a quite different 

form of association. People 

can come together because 

they share a vision, an 

aspiration, a set of ideals. 

This is the meaning of edah, 

a congregation. Edah is 

related to the word ed, a 

witness. Edot (as opposed 

to chukim and mishpatim) 

are the commands that 

testify to Jewish belief – as 

Shabbat testifies to 

creation, Pesach to the 

divine involvement in 

history; and so on. An edah 

is not a defensive formation 

but a creative one. People 

join to do together what 

none of them could achieve 

alone. A society built around 

a shared project, a vision of 

the common good, is not a 

machaneh but an edah – 

not a camp but a 

congregation. 

These are, says Rabbi 

Soloveitchik, not just two 

types of group, but in the 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Beha’alotecha  
most profound sense, 

two different ways of 

existing and relating to 

the world. A camp is 

brought into being by 

what happens to it from 

the outside.A 

congregation comes into 

existence by internal 

decision. The former is 

reactive, the latter 

proactive. The first is a 

response to what has 

happened to the group 

in the past. The second 

represents what the 

group seeks to achieve 

in the future. Whereas 

camps exist even in the 

animal kingdom, 

congregations are 

uniquely human. They 

flow from the human 

ability to think, speak, 

communicate, envision a 

society different from 

any that has existed in 

the past, and to 

collaborate to bring it 

about. 

Jews are a people in 

both these two quite 

different ways. Our 

ancestors became a 

machaneh in Egypt, 

forged together in the 
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Times 

 
Shabbat 6/18 

 

 
    

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:11 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main  9:00 am 

Youth 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 7:05 pm 

Mincha/SS 8:05 pm 

Shabbat Ends 9:19 pm 

 
Week of  6/19 

 

Sunday 

Monday/Thursday 

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 

Mincha 

7:30/8:30 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

8:15 pm 

 
Latest Times for 

Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

June 18 9:09/10:25 am 

June 25 9:11/10:26 am 

Next Shabbat     
Shelach                              

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:12 pm                 

 Kiddush is Sponsored by  

Vivian & Nikolas Kron 

In Honor of the Bar Mitzvah 

Of their Son Ryan 

———————————————————— 

Flowers sponsored in honor of Ryan’s Bar 

Mitzvah by grandparents, Marilyn and Alan 

Kron and Odette Mahlab 
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object of persecution but the subject of a unique 

vocation, to become “a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.” Under this covenant, the Jewish people is 

defined not by what others do to it, but by the task it 

has undertaken, the role it has chosen to play in 

history. The Israelites did not choose to become slaves 

in Egypt. That was a fate thrust upon them by someone 

else. They did, however, choose to become God’s 

people at Sinai when they said, “We will do and 

obey” (Ex. 24:7). Destiny, call, vocation, purpose, task: 

these create not a machaneh but an edah, not a camp 

but a congregation. 

No one defined the Jewish destiny more simply or nobly 

than the Prophet Isaiah, who said in the name of 

God:“You are My witnesses [eday],” declares the Lord, 

“and My servant whom I have chosen . . .I have 

revealed and saved and proclaimed- I, and not some 

foreign god among you. You are My witnesses [eday],” 

declares the Lord, “that I am God.” Isaiah 43:10-12 

The word eday, “My witnesses”, is from the same root 

as edah, “a congregation”. Our task as a people of 

destiny is to bear witness to the presence of God – 

through the way we lead our lives (Torah) and the path 

we chart as a people across the centuries (history). 

The events of the past century – persecution, pogroms, 

the rise of racial antisemitism and the unfolding of the 

Holocaust, followed by the birth of the State of Israel 

and the constant fight it has had to undertake to 

survive against war and terror – have immeasurably 

deepened the brit goral, the covenant of fate that still 

continues to unite Jews in the face of the hostility of the 

outside world. We are, and remain, a machaneh, a 

camp. 

But we are no longer an edah, a congregation. Instead 

we have fissured and fractured into different edot: 

orthodox and reform, religious and secular, and the 

many subdivisions that continue to atomise Jewish life 

into non-communicating sects and subcultures. 

The words of our sedra still contain a challenge: 

“Make two trumpets of silver; make them of hammered 

work. They shall serve you to summon the 

congregation [edah], and cause the camps [machanot] 

to journey.” 

Our identity as Jews is not just as a camp but also as a 

congregation. We need to recover our vision of what it 

is to be God’s witnesses on Earth. 

crucible of slavery and suffering. They were different. 

They were not Egyptians. They were Hebrews – a word 

which probably means “on the other side, an outsider.” 

Ever since, Jews have known that we are thrown 

together by circumstance. We share a history all too 

often written in tears. Rabbi Soloveitchik calls this the 

covenant of fate (brit goral). 

This is not a purely negative phenomenon. It gives rise 

to a powerful sense that we are part of a single story – 

that what we have in common is stronger than the 

things that separate us: 

Our fate does not distinguish between aristocrats and 

common folk, between rich and poor, between a prince 

garbed in the royal purple and the pauper begging from 

door to door, between the pietist and the 

assimilationist. Even though we speak a plethora of 

languages, even though we are inhabitants of different 

lands . . . we still share the same fate. If the Jew in the 

hovel is beaten, then the security of the Jew in the 

palace is endangered. “Do not think that you, of all the 

Jews, will escape with your life by being in the king’s 

palace”. Esther 4:13 

It leads also to a sense of shared suffering. When we 

pray for the recovery of a sick person, we do so “among 

all the sick of Israel.” When we comfort a mourner, we 

do so “among all the other mourners of Zion and 

Jerusalem.” We weep together. We celebrate together. 

This in turn leads to shared responsibility: “All Israel 

are sureties for one another.” And this leads to 

collective action in the field of welfare, charity and 

deeds of loving-kindness. As Maimonides puts it: All 

Israelites and those who have attached themselves to 

them are to one another like brothers, as it is said, 

“You are children of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 

14:1). If brother shows no compassion to brother, who 

then will? To whom shall the poor of Israel raise their 

eyes? To the heathens who hate and persecute them? 

Their eyes are therefore lifted to their brothers. 

All these are dimensions of the covenant of fate, born in 

the experience of slavery in Egypt. But there is an 

additional element of Jewish identity. Soloveitchik calls 

this the covenant of destiny (brit ye’ud) – entered into 

at Mount Sinai. This defines the people Israel not as the 
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GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat 

Road) that can be reached at (516) 400-3026. 

ROSH HASHANAH SCOPE DEADLINE/SPONSORSHIPS 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 

ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday, July 

11th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you very 

much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) for their 

strong support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, 

Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the 

year.  If you are currently a SCOPE sponsor, then your 

sponsorship will continue unless you contact the synagogue 

office to discontinue it. We strongly encourage others who 

are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their names   

added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor or in 

memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

GRADUATION & CONGREGATIONAL KIDDUSH 

Please honor your graduates and any other Smachot that 

you have by joining our Annual Congregational Kiddush on 

June 25. You can sign up by going to our website 

www.gns.org or email mtwersky@gns.org. 

The cost is only $100 per family to be listed. 

Saturday, 19 Sivan 

Osnass Shein for Joshua Shein 

Cindy Ludwig for Max Siegal 

Sunday, 20 Sivan 

Nathaniel Weisel for Gertrude Weisel 

Rhonda Lipsky for Sylvia Olk 

Monday, 21 Sivan 

Evelyn Henis for Anita Greenberg 

Jack Gruber for Samuel Gruber 

Ben Jampel for Judith Jampel 

Arthur Kirsch for Phyllis Kirsch 

Tuesday, 22 Sivan 

Philip Berman for Paul Haberer 

Louise Kahn for Samuel Touch 

Dov Berkowitz for Meilech Berkowitz 

Ferry Sedaghatpour for Parvaneh Ohebshalom 

Eddy Barth for Mazal Barth 

Wednesday, 23 Sivan 

Alan Prawer for Genia Prawer 

Thursday, 24 Sivan 

Allegra Goldberg for Judith Messer 

Helaine Helmreich for Mark Helmreich 

Michael Singer for Jules Singer 

Friday, 25 Sivan 

Jack Lipsky for David Lipsky 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org 

who will provide you with the name and contact infor-

mation of people you can invite. You may not know them, 

they may be from a different generation or they may   

daven in a  different GNS minyan than you do, but we are 

all part of the same GNS family.  

Mazal Tov to Vivian & Nikolas Kron on the Bar Mitzvah 

of their son Ryan. 

Mazal Tov to Zehava & Michael Atlas on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter Miriam. Mazal Tov to grandmother Tina 

Machnikoff.  

NSHA is proud to honor Dr. Paul Brody for teaching some 

400 of our students over twenty years to read Megillat   

Esther through a program he initiated. Mazal Tov! 

Mazal Tov to Leo Goldstein and Helise Goldstein on the 

Bar Mitzvah of their son Alex.  

Mazal Tov to Erica and Eliot Heisler on the upcoming 

marriage of their daughter, Amanda to Avi Gottlieb, son 

of Chanie and Shmuli Gottlieb of Miami Beach. Mazal 

Tov to  grandparents Martin and Shoshana Sokol and 

Deena Heisler. 

Mazal Tov to Emile & Thelma Kattan on the birth of a 

grandson born to their children Amit and Eliezer 

Yaghoubi. 

Mazal Tov to Tania & Jeremy Orenstein on the Bat  

Mitzvah of their daughter Lily. 

Mazal Tov to Phyllis & Albert Safdieh on the marriage of 

their daughter, Lisa, to Osher Freilich. 

Mazal Tov to Doreen and George Zobel on the birth of a 

baby boy to their children Teodora and David Zobel. 

GNS CHESED COLLECTION  

Throughout the months of June & July, please help us to 

collect and donate shoes, eyeglasses/sunglasses and cell 

phones to various important charities. Drop off items at the 

Blumner home (88 Old Pond Road, leave by garage).  

 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST/FATHER & SON 

Father’s Day Breakfast will take place this Sunday, June 

19. Davening at 8:30 followed by Shiur & Breakfast, given 

by Rabbi Baruch Simon.  

THANK YOU                                                       

Thanks to Nataly and Yaron Levy for sponsoring the 

water bottles in the lobby for this month. If you are   

interested in sponsoring for a month please call Mark or 

Jim in the Shul office. 

THANKING SPONSORS 

We would like to thank the following people                   

(in alphabetical order) for their sponsorship of the     

Women’s Shabaton with  Jackie Bitton: 

GNS Sisterhood in honor of Samantha Kron’s graduation 

from college. Tina Machnikoff and family, in memory of 

her father and their grandfather Morris Steinberg A”H. 

Jonathan and Daniella Muller in honor of Miriam Atlas’ bat 

mitzvah. David and Diane Rein. Alan and Orly Steinberg 

for the Refuah Shleima of Orly’s mother, Chava Bat      

Esther. 

mailto:drein@verizon.net

