
One of the most powerful 
addresses I ever heard was 
given by the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, on this 
week’s parsha: the story of the 
spies. For me, it was nothing 
less than life-changing. 
He asked the obvious 
questions. How could ten of 
the spies have come back with 
a demoralising, defeatist 
report? How could they say, 
we cannot win, the people are 
stronger than us, their cities 
are well fortified, they are 
giants and we are 
grasshoppers? 
They had seen with their own 
eyes how God had sent a 
series of plagues that brought 
Egypt, the strongest and 
longest-lived of all the 
empires of the ancient world, 
to its knees. They had seen the 
Egyptian army with its cutting
-edge military technology, the 
horse-drawn chariot, drown in 
the Reed Sea while the 
Israelites passed through it on 
dry land. Egypt was far 
stronger than the Canaanites, 
Perrizites, Jebusites and other 
minor kingdoms that they 
would have to confront in 
conquering the land. Nor was 
this an ancient memory. It had 
happened not much more than 
a year before. 

What is more, they already 
knew that, far from being giants 
confronting grasshoppers, the 
people of the land were terrified 
of the Israelites. They had said 
so themselves in the course of 
singing the Song at the Sea: 
The peoples have heard; they 
tremble; 
Pangs have seized the 
inhabitants of Philistia. 
Now are the chiefs of 
Edom dismayed; 
Trembling seizes the leaders 
of Moab; 
All the inhabitants of Canaan 
have melted away. 
Terror and dread fall upon 
them; 
Because of the greatness of your 
arm, they are still as a stone 
Ex. 15:14-16 
The people of the land were 
afraid of the Israelites. Why 
then were the spies afraid of 
them? 
What is more, continued the 
Rebbe, the spies were not 
people plucked at random from 
among the population. The 
Torah states that they were “all 
of them men who were heads of 
the people of Israel.” They were 
leaders. They were not people 
given lightly to fear. 
The questions are 
straightforward, but the answer 
the Rebbe gave was utterly 
unexpected. The spies were not 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Sh’lach  
afraid of failure, he 
said. They were afraid of 
success. 
What was their situation 
now? They were eating 
manna from heaven. They 
were drinking water from a 
miraculous well. They were 
surrounded by Clouds of 
Glory. They were camped 
around the Sanctuary. They 
were in continuous contact 
with the Shechinah. Never 
had a people lived so close 
to God. 
What would be their 
situation if they entered the 
land? They would have to 
fight battles, maintain an 
army, create an economy, 
farm the land, worry about 
whether there would be 
enough rain to produce a 
crop, and all the other 
thousand distractions that 
come from living in the 
world. What would happen 
to their closeness to God? 
They would be preoccupied 
with mundane and material 
pursuits. Here they could 
spend their entire lives 
learning Torah, lit by the 
radiance of the Divine. 
There they would be no 
more than one more nation 
in a world of nations, with 
the same kind of economic, 
social and political 
problems that every nation 
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Times 

Shabbat 6/25  

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:12 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main  9:00 am 

Youth 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 
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Mincha/SS 8:05 pm 
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Wed., Thurs. RC 

Mincha 

7:30/8:30 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

6:30/7:45am 

8:15 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

June 25 9:11/10:26 am 

July  2 9:13/10:28 am 

Next Shabbat     
Korach                              

Mincha 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 8:12 pm                 

Shabbat Mevarchim 

Rosh Chodesh Tammuz               

Molad: Wed. June 29 

 @ 6:48:3 Am 

Rosh Chodesh:              

Wednesday, June 29 

Thursday, June 30 

Congregational & Graduation Kiddush 

See page s 4-5  for Sponsors 

———————————————————— 

Bima Flowers are Sponsored by Alla & Mark Landa 

In honor of the Aufruf Of Their Son Michael 

———————————————————— 

Seudah Shlishit  is  Sponsored by The  

Sedaghatpour Family in memory of 

Their husband & father Vahid Sedaghatpour, z”l 

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.15.14-16?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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history, and they have lived in almost every land on earth. But 
in all that time there only ever was one place where they could 
do what they were called on to do from the dawn of their 
history: to build their own society in accord with their highest 
ideals, a society that would be different from their neighbours 
and become a role model of how a society, an economy, an 
educational system and the administration of welfare could 
become vehicles for bringing the Divine presence down to 
earth. 
It is not difficult to find God in the wilderness, if you do not eat 
from the labour of your hands and if you rely on God to fight 
your battles for you. Ten of the spies, according to the Rebbe, 
sought to live that way forever. But that, suggested the Rebbe, 
is not what God wants from us. He wants us to engage with the 
world. He wants us to heal the sick, feed the hungry, fight 
injustice with all the power of law, and combat ignorance with 
universal education. He wants us to show what it is to love the 
neighbour and the stranger, and say, with Rabbi Akiva, 
“Beloved is humanity because we are each created in God’s 
image.” 
Jewish spirituality lives in the midst of life itself, the life of 
society and its institutions. To create it we have to battle with 
two kinds of fear: fear of failure, and fear of success. Fear of 
failure is common; fear of success is rarer but no less 
debilitating. Both come from the reluctance to take risks. Faith 
is the courage to take risks. It is not certainty; it is the ability to 
live with uncertainty. It is the ability to hear God saying to us 
as He said to Abraham, “Walk on ahead of Me” (Gen. 17:1). 
The Rebbe lived what he taught. He sent emissaries out to 
virtually every place on earth where there were Jews. In so 
doing, he transformed Jewish life. He knew he was asking his 
followers to take risks, by going to places where the whole 
environment would be challenging in many ways, but he had 
faith in them and in God and in the Jewish mission whose place 
is in the public square where we share our faith with others and 
do so in deeply practical ways. 
It is challenging to leave the desert and go out into the world 
with all its trials and temptations, but that is where God wants 
us to be, bringing His spirit to the way we run an economy, a 
welfare system, a judiciary, a health service and an army, 
healing some of the wounds of the world and bringing, to 
places often shrouded in darkness, fragments of Divine light. 

has to deal with. 
The spies were not afraid of failure. They were afraid of 
success. Their mistake was the mistake of very holy men. They 
wanted to spend their lives in the closest possible proximity to 
God. What they did not understand was that God seeks, in the 
Hasidic phrase, “a dwelling in the lower worlds”. One of the 
great differences between Judaism and other religions is that 
while others seek to lift people to heaven, Judaism seeks to 
bring heaven down to earth. 
Much of Torah is about things not conventionally seen as 
religious at all: labour relations, agriculture, welfare provisions, 
loans and debts, land ownership and so on. It is not difficult to 
have an intense religious experience in the desert, or in a 
monastic retreat, or in an ashram. Most religions have holy 
places and holy people who live far removed from the stresses 
and strains of everyday life. There was one such Jewish sect in 
Qumran, known to us through the Dead Sea Scrolls, and there 
were certainly others. About this there is nothing unusual at all. 
But that is not the Jewish project, the Jewish mission. God 
wanted the Israelites to create a model society where human 
beings were not treated as slaves, where rulers were not 
worshipped as demigods, where human dignity was respected, 
where law was impartially administered to rich and poor alike, 
where no one was destitute, no one was abandoned to isolation, 
no one was above the law and no realm of life was a morality-
free zone. That requires a society, and a society needs a land. It 
requires an economy, an army, fields and flocks, labour and 
enterprise. All these, in Judaism, become ways of bringing the 
Shechinah into the shared spaces of our collective life. 
The spies feared success, not failure. It was the mistake of 
deeply religious men. But it was a mistake. 
That is the spiritual challenge of the greatest event in two 
thousand years of Jewish history: the return of Jews to the land 
and state of Israel. Perhaps never before and never since has 
there been a political movement accompanied by so many 
dreams as Zionism. For some it was the fulfillment of prophetic 
visions, for others the secular achievement of people who had 
decided to take history into their own hands. Some saw it as a 
Tolstoy-like reconnection with land and soil, others a 
Nietzschean assertion of will and power. Some saw it as a 
refuge from European antisemitism, others as the first 
flowering of messianic redemption. Every Zionist thinker had 
his or her version of utopia, and to a remarkable degree they all 
came to pass. 
But Israel always was something simpler and more basic. Jews 
have known virtually every fate and circumstance between 
tragedy and triumph in the almost four thousand years of their 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.17.1?lang=he-en&utm_source=rabbisacks.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker




 
Mazal Tov to Sheila Bachman on the graduation of her granddaughter Alice Bachman 
daughter of Debbie & Michael Bachman from Scotch Plains Fanwood HS and going to    Uni-
versity of Florida. 
Mazal Tov to Eva & Frank Bachrach on the graduation of their granddaughter Mia Bachrach 
from Solomon Schechter Lower School and their grandson Adam Wright from Great Neck 
South HS.  
Mazal Tov to Judy & Brett Blatter on the graduation of their son Jordan from Brandeis  
University and continuing there for his Master’s in Computational Linguistics and their 
daughter Raquel from NSHA HS and studying in Israel at the Shalom Hartman Institute  
before attending Brandeis University next year. 
Mazal Tov to Robyn & Steve Blumner on the graduation of their son Zachary and receiving 
his MFA in Set Design from NYU Tisch Graduate School. 
Mazal Tov to Dr. Paul & Drora Brody on the graduation of their daughter Limor from the 
NYU Rory Meyers College of Nursing, and on the graduation of their son Joey with a B.A., 
Summa Cum Laude, from Queens College with honors in both history and BALA. He also 
received a departmental History Award, and will be attending the CUNY Graduate Center 
American Studies Program. 
Mazal Tov to Lillian & Gary Chubak on their daughter Barbara Chubak being promoted to 
Associate Professor of Urology at Mt. Sinai School of medicine. 
Mazal Tov to Roslyn Dicker on the graduation of her granddaughter Lauren Sadowski from 
The George Washington University, BA in Psychology, Speech, Language and Hearing    
Sciences and receiving the Luther Rice Undergrad Research Fellowship. 
Mazal Tov to Kathy & Arnie Flatow on their daughter Sara receiving her ASHA Certificate 
and NYS License in Speech Language Pathology. 
Mazal Tov to Susan & Jim Frisch on the graduations of their grandchildren Bliss Rhine who 
graduated from Reichman University in Herzliya, Israel, Penelope Rhine who will be starting 
Reichman University, Daniel Tawil who completed his IDF service and will be starting  
Reichman University Law School, Claudia Tawil who graduated from NSHA HS and will be 
starting the University of Pennsylvania, James Tawil who graduated from Hillel Yeshiva and 
will be starting Hillel HS in Ocean, NJ, Henry Tawil who conquered kindergarten and will be 
starting Hillel Yeshiva and Elan Zashin, Chloe Rhine’s husband, who completed his IDF  
service and will be starting Reichman University. 
Mazal Tov to Olga & Matt Gartenhaus on the engagement of their son Mikey to Chemdi 
Bernstein and on her completing her Residency in Orthodontics at Maimonides Medical  
Center, and the graduation of granddaughter Abby Bernstein from Nursery School 
Mazal Tov to Lynn & Abraham Glasman on the graduations of their son Jonah from NSHA 
Middle School and their daughter  Maya from Great Neck North HS. 
Mazal Tov to Beth & Marc Gottlieb on the graduation of their daughter Stephanie with a 
Masters of Architecture from Rhode Island School of Design. 
Mazal Tov to Doreen & Charles Hadid on the graduations of their daughters, Chloe from 
NSHA Middle School, going to NSHA HS and Ella from NSHA Lower School.  
Mazal Tov to Anna & Erik Herz on the graduation of their son Riley from NSHA Middle 
School. 
Mazal Tov to Tammy & Ben Jampel on Tessa Jampel-Schneid moving up to kindergarten, 
Jordana Jampel’s new job and Micah Jampel-Schneid’s 1st birthday. 
Mazal Tov to Lisa & Erran Kagan on the graduation of their daughter Miriam from North 
Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Louise & Leonard Kahn on the graduations of their grandchildren, Leah 
Reichlin from Yeshiva University High School for Girls and going to study In Israel at  
Sha’alvim for Women, and Gavi Kahn, graduating from Katz Yeshivah HS in Boca Raton, Fl. 
and going to study in Israel at Yeshivat Sha’alvim in Israel. 
. 

 
 

GALA GRADUATION/SIMCHA  KIDDUSH IN 1 WEEK (JUNE 25th) 

Thank you to the following for sponsoring the Kiddush 
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Mazal Tov to Julie Kalker & Elliot Kalker on the graduation of Zachary from SAR High School. 
Mazal Tov to Carol & Stephen Karbowitz on the gradation of their grandchildren, Arie & JJ  
Varnai from SAR High School and the  birth of Elizabeth Rose, daughter of Rachel & Josh   
Spindel. 
Mazal Tov to Sigal, Robert & Jonathan Katz on the graduation of their daughter and sister, 
Jennifer from NSHA HS. 
Mazal Tov to Sharon Kohler & Michael Kohler on the graduations of Brittney from Binghamton 
University and Bryce from GN North Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Alla & Mark Landa on the aufruf of their son Michael. 
Mazal Tov to Celia & Jack Lemonik on the graduations of their grandchildren, Sarah     
Hamerman from YU High School for Girls and Joshua Lemonik from High School. 
Mazal Tov to Kimberly & Jason Mayer on the graduation of their son Aidan from NSHA Middle 
School and going to Rambam Mesivta 
Mazal Tov to Susan Mayer on the graduation of her grandson Aidan Mayer from NSHA Middle 
School, Brielle Klinger graduating from Kindergarten from Katz Hillel day School, Max Mayer 
graduating HAFTR Middle School and attending HAFTR HS, Noah Mayer graduating from HAFTR 
Middle School and attending Rambam Mesivta, Perri Mayer graduating Golda Och Academy 
Lower School and continuing in their Middle School next year. 
Mazal Tov to Liz & Jared Ort on the graduation of their daughter Shani from NSHA HS. 
Mazal Tov to Brenda & Ed Parver on the graduations of their grandchildren, Rachel Teigman 
graduating from Naale HS and  going to MMY in Israel, Shifra Teigman graduating from RYNJ 
and attending Naale HS, Atara Gamss graduating from RYNJ and attending Maayanot HS. 
Mazal Tov to Marci & Murray Rabinowitz on the graduations of Abby & Ethan from HAFTR HS. 
Mazal Tov to Galit & Grant Reichlin on the graduation of their daughter, Leah, from Yeshiva 
University High School for Girls. 
Mazal Tov to Michal & Steven Rosenzweig on the graduation of their daughter Maya Chava 
Rosenzweig from NSHA Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Michelle & Norman Rutta in honor of their daughter Rebecca earning a Doctorate 
in Occupational Therapy from Tufts University. 
Mazal Tov to Aliza & Dov Sassoon on the graduation of their sons, Charlie from NSHA Middle 
School and Henry from NSHA Lower School. 
Mazal Tov to Farangiss Sedaghatpour on the graduation of her daughter Dina. 
Mazal Tov to Jessica & Evan Shusterman on the graduations of their daughter Ella from NSHA 
HS and their son Miles from NSHA Middle School. 
Mazal Tov to Florin & Howard Silberstein on the graduations of their granddaughters Ayla   
Silberstein  going to GN North High School and Lia Brickman to Hunter College High School. 
Mazal Tov to Lauren and Seth Silberstein on the graduation of their daughter Ayla attending 
GN North High School. 
Mazal Tov to Jill & Steven Swartz on the graduation of their daughter Hannah from NSHA HS 
going to Israel for a year of study and attending NYU School of Arts and Sciences. 
Mazal Tov to Pamela & Baruch Toledano on the graduation of their son Michael from Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public Health. 
Mazal Tov to Sharon & Mark Twersky on their grandson Ephraim Twersky graduating from 
YOSS and attending Rambam Mesivta. 
Mazal Tov to Cynthia & Jeff Wiesenfeld on the graduation of their daughter Maxine from 
Brooklyn Law School. 
Mazal Tov to Magda & Sam Yehaskel on the graduations of their grandsons, Zachary Stein 
from HANC HS and going to study in Israel and Shmuel Yehaskel graduating from Yeshiva Har 
Torah and attending HAFTR HS. 
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ROSH HASHANAH SCOPE DEADLINE/SPONSORSHIPS 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 

ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday, July 

11th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank you very 

much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) for their 

strong support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, 

Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 for the 

year.  If you are currently a SCOPE sponsor, then your 

sponsorship will continue unless you contact the syna-

gogue office to discontinue it. We strongly encourage oth-

ers who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

GRADUATION & CONGREGATIONAL KIDDUSH 

Please honor your graduates and any other Smachot that 

you have by joining our Annual Congregational Kiddush on 

June 25. You can still sign up by going to our website 

www.gns.org or email mtwersky@gns.org. 

The cost is only $100 per family to be listed. 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

Saturday, 26 Sivan 

Steven Blumner for Chaya bat Yehuda 

Steven Blumner for Chaim ben Simcha Dovid 

Steven Blumner for Chune ben Simcha Dovid 

Steven Blumner for Dov ben Simcha Dovid 

Steven Blumner for Tzvi ben Simcha Dovid 

Steven Blumner for Simcha Dovid ben Yitzhak 

Barry Maher for Javaher Maher-Afarin 

Sunday, 27 Sivan 

Gerald Traub for Mollie Traub 

Annie Mendelson for Annie Maultasch 

Farzam Kashanian for Daniel Kashanian 

Monday, 28 Sivan 

Betty Crane for Chuma Hoffman 

Joe Gil for Esther Gil 

Herschel Flax for Joshua Pasvolsky 

Benjamin Lunzer for Shoshana Lunzer 

Tuesday, 29 Sivan 

Ilene Schuman for Phyllis Weinberg 

Farangiss Sedaghatpour for Vahid Sedaghatpour 

Myles Mittleman for Philip Mittleman 

Judy Lillien for Mary Manis Haimosh 

Wednesday, 30 Sivan 

Jerrald Weinstein for Judith Weinstein 

Dov Weinstein for Judith Weinstein 

Albert Benak for Jacob Benak 

Richard Reiser for Freida Reiser 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Abraham Getreu 

Thursday, 1 Tammuz 

George Zobel for Alex Zobel 

Sonia Weiss for Haim Klein 

Friday, 2 Tammuz 

Lev Dynkin for Zalman Dynkin 

Jacques Aboaf for Albert Aboaf 

Halina Greenwald for Psachje Salpeter 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org 

who will provide you with the name and contact infor-

mation of people you can invite. You may not know them, 

they may be from a different generation or they may   

daven in a  different GNS minyan than you do, but we are 

all part of the same GNS family.  

Mazal Tov to Joyce & Stanley Dacher on the upcoming 

marriage of their grandson Joshua Roth, son of Karen & 

Steven Roth to Ariella Levisohn, daughter of Emily Beck 

& Professor Jon Levisohn of Newton Center, MA.  

Mazel Tov to Elliot Frumkin, son of Farla & William 

Frumkin, on his engagement to Maya Kahane, daughter 

of Rhonda & Hillel Kahane of Huntington.  

Mazal Tov to Deena Heisler on the birth of a great grand-

daughter, born to her grandchildren Ariel & Nathan 

Sheinfeld. 

Mazal Tov to Jamie & Michael Katz on the birth of a 

granddaughter born to their children Naomi & Brian Katz, 

and Mazal Tov to great grandparents Joan & Henry Katz. 

Mazal Tov to Alla & Mark Landa on the upcoming      

marriage of their son Michael to Katherine Smook, 

daughter of Leonora & Adam Smook. 

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Dale & Ellen Polakoff on the birth of 

a grandson born to their children Rabbi Raffi & Ariella 

Leicht and big sister Gali.  

Mazal Tov to Judy & Abe Soleiman on the Bat Mitzvah of 

their granddaughter Rachael Aminoff. 

Mazal Tov to Lynn Steinberg on the engagement of her 

son Ezra to Shelby Stern daughter of Fonda & Happy 

Stern of Dallas, Texas.  

GNS CHESED COLLECTION  

Throughout the months of June & July, please help us to 

collect and donate shoes, eyeglasses/sunglasses and cell 

phones to various important charities. Drop off items at the 

Blumner home (88 Old Pond Road, leave by garage).  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 21: Bat Mitzvah Banquet 

June 25: Graduation Kiddush 

June 29: Chaverim 

July 10: Rabbi Dovid Hirsch 

July 13: Sandra Rapoport 

July 27: Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman 
 

SAYING FAREWELL 

We would like to thank our shluchot, Liron Glassner and 

Shira Bublil, for a wonderful year! We wish them much 

luck and success in the future. 

mailto:drein@verizon.net

