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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedebarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Dov Wasserman, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 אם ב חקתי תלכו 

“If you will follow My decrees…” (26:3) 

 The Zohar explains that the first part of the verse “If you will follow My decrees,” refers to 

the Oral Law, which stresses learning as a means to perfection. The Zohar says that the second part 

of the verse, “And My commandments, you will keep,” refers to the Written Law which stresses the 

performance of mitzvot.  

 The word  אם alludes to all the past and future redemptions and redeemers of Bnei Yisrael. It 

is the roshei teivot of Aharon and Moshe – redeemers from Egypt. Esther and Mordechai – 

redeemers of the Purim story, and Eliyahu and Mashiach – future redeemers. They are all go’alim. 

Before the tochacha, the yeshuah was already prepared. If we follow the path of Hashem, we will 

merit to see the geulah shleima, bimheirah b’yameinu.                                                   (Mincha Belulah)  

 ונתתי גשמיכם בעתם          
“I will provide you with rain at the right time…” (26:4) 

 Having been given the promises of blessings for our efforts on behalf of Torah, we see the 

sanctity and magnificence of the Torah. There is nothing in this world that man does and receives 

reward before it is completed. There is no craftsman or worker who receives compensation before 

his job is done. Not so, with the learning of Torah. For the effort and exertion alone, there is 

reward.                      (Chafetz Chaim) 

 וישבתם לבטח בארצכם ונתתי שלום באר ץ 

“And dwell in safety in your land, and I will give peace in the land…” (26:5-6) 

After Bnei Yisrael are promised by Hashem that they will dwell securely in their land, why 

does the Torah add: And I will give peace in the land? Can there be secure dwelling in Eretz Yisrael 

without peace?  

The phrase “And I will give peace in the land,” does not mean that there will be victory over 

outside enemies. But there will be internal peace between one another. Chazal have taught us the 

first Beit HaMikdash was destroyed because of three sins: avodah zarah, immoral acts, and 

bloodshed. But the second Beit HaMikdash, when Bnei Yisrael were Torah observant and performed 



mitzvot and good deeds, why was it destroyed? Because there was unwarranted hatred. We 

therefore learn that the sin of sinat chinam is equal to the three sins of avodah zarah, immorality 

and bloodshed.                     (Yoma 9) 

 ורדפו מכם חמשה מאה ומא ה מכם רבבה ירדפו 

“Five of you will pursue one hundred, and one hundred of you will pursue ten thousand…” (26:8) 

 Rashi asks rhetorically about the second part of the verse, “Is this the correct proportion? It 

really should have said according to the ration established in the beginning of the verse, ‘And a 

hundred of you shall pursue two thousand.’ However, we learn form this ration of 100 to 10,000 

that there is no comparison between the few observing the Torah versus the many.”  

 From this, we see how awesome the power of a mitzvah done by many. When many people 

perform a mitzvah, its power is much greater than when an individual performs it. (Torah Treasures) 

 איש כי יפלא נדר בערכך נפשת לה' 

“If a man articulates a vow to G-d regarding the valuation of living beings…” (27:2) 

 QUESTION: Why does the parsha of human valuations (arachin) follow the tochacha – the 

lifting of calamities which will happen to the Jewish people for not observing Torah and mitzvot? 

 ANSWER: One who reads through the tochacha may become very disillusioned. He may 

conclude that Jews who transgress and aggravate Hashem are indeed worthless and valueless. To 

negate such a thought the Torah, therefore, put the parsha of arachin immediately after the 

tochacha, to accentuate that regardless of a Jew’s behavior, he always has value in Hashem’s eyes.     

                (R’ Meir Shapira of Lublin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHABBAT SHALOM! 

 For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve 

Zuckerman at 516 652 5266 or email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. 

Sponsorships in memory of or in honor of someone are $50.00 per issue. 

mailto:zkster@aol.com
mailto:ilichter@gns.org

