
In recent years we have 

often felt plagued by 

reports of Israeli and 

Jewish leaders whose 

immoral actions had been 

exposed. A President 

guilty of sexual abuse. A 

Prime Minister indicted on 

charges of corruption and 

bribery. Rabbis in several 

countries accused of 

financial impropriety, 

sexual harassment and 

child abuse. That such 

things happen testifies to 

a profound malaise in 

contemporary Jewish life. 

More is at stake than 

simply morality. Morality 

is universal. Bribery, 

corruption, and the 

misuse of power are 

wrong, and wrong 

equally, whoever is guilty 

of them. When, though, 

the guilty are leaders, 

something more is 

involved – the principles 

introduced in our parsha 

of Kiddush Hashem and 

Chillul Hashem: “Do not 

profane My holy Name, 

that I may be sanctified 

in the midst of the 

Israelites. I am the Lord, 

who makes you 

holy…” (Lev. 22:32).  

 

The concepts of Kiddush and 

Chillul Hashem have a history. 

Though they are timeless and 

eternal, their unfolding 

occurred through the course of 

time. In our parsha, according 

to Ibn Ezra, the verse has a 

narrow and localized sense. 

The chapter in which it occurs 

has been speaking about the 

special duties of the priesthood 

and the extreme care they 

must take in serving God 

within the Sanctuary. All of 

Israel is holy, but the Priests 

are a holy elite within the 

nation. It was their task to 

preserve the purity and glory 

of the Sanctuary as God’s 

symbolic home in the midst of 

the nation. So the commands 

are a special charge to the 

Priests to take exemplary care 

as guardians of the holy. 

Another dimension was 

disclosed by the Prophets, who 

used the phrase Chillul Hashem 

to describe immoral conduct 

that brings dishonor to God’s 

law as a code of justice and 

compassion. Amos speaks of 

people who “trample on the 

heads of the poor as on the 

dust of the ground, and deny 

justice to the oppressed…and 

so profane My Holy 

Name.” (See Amos 2:7)  

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Emor 
Jeremiah invokes Chillul 

Hashem to describe those 

who circumvent the law by 

emancipating their slaves 

only to recapture and re-

enslave them (Jer. 34:16). 

Malachi, last of the 

Prophets, says of the 

corrupt Priests of his day: 

“From where the sun rises 

to where it sets, My Name is 

honoured among the 

nations… but you profane 

it.” (Mal. 1:11-12). The 

Sages suggested that 

Abraham was referring to 

the same idea when he 

challenged God on His plan 

to destroy Sodom and 

Gomorrah if this meant 

punishing the righteous as 

well as the wicked: “Far be 

it from You [chalilah lecha] 

to do such a thing.” God, 

and the people of God, must 

be associated with justice. 

Failure to do so constitutes 

a Chillul Hashem. 

A third dimension appears 

in the book of Ezekiel. The 

Jewish people, or at least a 

significant part of it, had 

been forced into exile in 

Babylon. The nation had 

suffered defeat. The Temple 

lay in ruins. For the exiles 

this was a human tragedy.  
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They had lost their home, freedom, and independence. It was 

also a spiritual tragedy: “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a 

strange land?” But Ezekiel saw it as a tragedy for God as well: 

Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in their own 

land, they defiled it by their conduct and their actions…I 

dispersed them among the nations, and they were scattered 

through the countries; I judged them according to their conduct 

and their actions. And wherever they went among the nations 

they profaned My holy Name, for it was said of them, ‘These 

are the Lord’s people, and yet they had to leave His land.’ (Ez. 

36:17-20) 

Exile was a desecration of God’s Name because the fact that He 

had punished His people by letting them be conquered was 

interpreted by the other nations as showing that God was 

unable to protect them. This recalls Moses’ prayer after the 

Golden Calf: “Why, O Lord, unleash Your anger against Your 

people, whom You brought out of Egypt with such vast power 

and mighty force? Why should the Egyptians be able to say that 

You brought them out with evil intent, to kill them in the 

mountains and purge them from the face of the earth? Turn 

from Your fierce anger and relent from bringing disaster to Your 

people.” (Ex 32:11-12) This is part of the Divine pathos. Having 

chosen to identify His Name with the people of Israel, God is, 

as it were, caught between the demands of justice on the one 

hand, and public perception on the other. What looks like 

retribution to the Israelites looks like weakness to the world. In 

the eyes of the nations, for whom national gods were identified 

with power, the exile of Israel could not but be interpreted as 

the powerlessness of Israel’s God. That, says Ezekiel, is a 

Chillul Hashem, a desecration of God’s Name. 

A fourth sense became clear in the late Second Temple period. 

Israel had returned to its land and rebuilt the Temple, but they 

came under attack first from the Seleucid Greeks in the reign of 

Antiochus IV, then from the Romans, both of whom attempted 

to outlaw Jewish practice. For the first time martyrdom became 

a significant feature in Jewish life. The question arose: under 

any act that could be construed as going over to the enemy, 

betraying and demoralizing those who remained true to the 

faith. It was at this time that the phrase Kiddush Hashem was 

used to mean the willingness to die as a martyr. 

One of the most poignant of all collective responses on the 

part of the Jewish people was to categorize all the victims of 

the Holocaust as “those who died al kiddush Hashem,” that is, 

for the sake of sanctifying God’s Name. This was not a      

foregone conclusion. Martyrdom in the past meant choosing to 

die for the sake of God. One of the demonic aspects of the Nazi 

genocide was that Jews were not given the choice. By calling 

them, in retrospect, martyrs, Jews gave the victims the dignity 

in death of which they were so brutally robbed in life. 

There is a fifth dimension. This is how Maimonides sums it up: 

There are other deeds which are also included in the          

desecration of God’s Name. When a person of great Torah 

stature, renowned for his piety, does deeds which, although 

they are not transgressions, cause people to speak            

disparagingly of him, this is also a desecration of God’s Name… 

All this depends on the stature of the Sage…People looked up 

to as role-models must act as role-models. Piety in relation to 

God must be    accompanied by exemplary  behavior in      

relation to one’s fellow humans. When people associate religi-

osity with integrity, decency, humility, and compassion, God’s 

Name is sanctified. When they come to associate it with     

contempt for others and for the law, the result is a desecration 

of God’s Name. 

Common to all five dimensions of meaning is the radical idea, 

central to Jewish self-definition, that God has risked His repu-

tation in the world, His Name,” by choosing to associate it with 

a single and singular people. God is the God of all humanity. 

But God has chosen Israel to be His “witnesses,” His          

ambassadors, to the world. When we fail in this role, it is as if 

God’s standing in the eyes of the world has been damaged. 

For almost two thousand years the Jewish people was without 

a home, a land, civil rights, security, and the ability to shape 

its destiny and fate. It was cast in the role of what Max Weber 

called “a pariah people.” By definition a pariah cannot be a 

positive role model. That is when Kiddush Hashem took on its 

tragic dimension as the willingness to die for one’s faith. That 

is no longer the case. Today, for the first time in history, Jews 

have both sovereignty and independence in Israel, and            

freedom and equality elsewhere. Kiddush Hashem must    

therefore be restored to its positive sense of exemplary      

decency in the moral life. That is what led the Hittites to call 

Abraham “a prince of God in our midst.” It is what leads Israel 

to be admired when it engages in international rescue and  

relief. The    concepts of kiddush and Chillul Hashem forge an 

indissoluble connection between the holy and the good. Lose 

that and we betray our mission as “a holy nation.” 

The conviction that being a Jew involves the pursuit of  justice 

and the practice of compassion is what led our ancestors to 

stay loyal to Judaism despite all the pressures to abandon it. It 

would be the ultimate tragedy if we lost that connection now, 

at the very moment that we are able to face the world on 

equal terms. Long ago we were called on to show the world 

that religion and morality go hand in hand. Never was that 

more needed than in an age riven by religiously-motivated 

violence in some countries, rampant secularity in others. To be 

a Jew is to be dedicated to the proposition that loving God 

means loving His image, humankind. There is no greater chal-

lenge, nor, in the twenty-first century, is there a more urgent 

one. 



 

ANNUAL RABBINIC DIALOGUE 



Dear Members, 

 

We are tremendously honored to be presenting you with a strong, qualified        

candidate to be the next Associate Rabbi of Great Neck Synagogue this coming 

Shabbat, May 13 & 14.  

 

The Rabbinic Search Committee has been working hard over the past few months to 

screen candidates and perform due diligence through phone interviews, in-person 

interviews, informal interactions, reference/background checks and more to find 

candidates who we feel fit our congregation.  

 

We are pleased to present Rabbi Elie & Tamar Buechler. Please find below a brief 

biography and photo of the Buechlers.    

  

There will be multiple opportunities throughout the weekend to interact with Rabbi 

Buechler and his wife Tamar and we encourage you to get to know them personally. 

We will be sending out another email later this week with the schedule information. 

We will provide more information about our process in future emails.  

We look forward to seeing you next Shabbat!   

 

 

Warmest regards, 

Jordan Wolf 

President 

 

Aryeh Karkowsky 

Dr. Hal Chadow 

Co-chairs, Rabbinic Search Committee 

 

 



Rabbi Elie Buechler has been the Assistant Rabbi of The Jewish Center on           

Manhattan's Upper West Side since 2019 and previously served as their rabbinic    

intern for two years. He received semikha from RIETS at Yeshiva University and 

holds a     Master's degree in Medieval Jewish History from the Bernard Revel    

Graduate School of Jewish Studies.   

 

Rabbi Buechler grew up in Dix Hills and is a proud alumnus of North Shore Hebrew 

Academy High School. He attended Yeshivat Orayta before completing his Bachelor's 

degree in Near Eastern & Judaic Studies with a minor in Art History at Brandeis   

University.  

 

His wife, Tamar (Ossip), grew up in Plainview and is completing her Psy.D. in School 

Psychology at Rutgers University. She attended the Hebrew Academy of Nassau 

County, Midreshet Harova and received her Bachelor's degree in Psychology and  

Philosophy at Brandeis University. They are the proud parents of their son, Kobi.  
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Monday, 8 Iyar 

Helene Bayme for Steven Asher 

Nathaniel Weisel for Andrea Sechster 

Tuesday, 9 Iyar 

Tammy Jampel for Amnon Abramov 

Annie Mendelson for Stella Ronca 

Eric Shakin for William Shakin 

Wednesday, 10 Iyar 

Perry Schneider for Rose Schneider 

Thursday, 11 Iyar 

Mark Bunim for Louis Bunim 

Herschel Flax for Issy Pasvolsky 

Helene Peyser for Paula Stadtmauer 

Arlette Shaya for Odette Dayan 

Osnass Shein for Isaac Shein 

Joseph Sokol for Rabbi Joseph Warren 

Friday, 12 Iyar 

Joseph Gil for Akiva Gil 

Carol Karbowitz for Elizabeth Katzwer 

Lynn Steinberg for Elizabeth Katzwer 

Saturday, 13 Iyar 

Abigail Epstein for Ruth Ostrin 

Monday, 15 Iyar 

Carol Berlin for Dina Simon 

Kathy Flatow for Imre David 

Mazal Tov to Susan Mayer on the Bnei Mitzvah of her twin 

grandchildren, Charlie & Sammy, sons of Stacey & Stuart 

Mayer.  

Mazal Tov to Leslie Kahn on the birth of a great                      

granddaughter born to his grandchildren Eli & Eliana Kahn 

of Far Rockaway and to Steven & Lara Kahn of West 

Hempstead on the birth of their first grandchild.  

Mazal Tov to Anita & Hal Beretz and Rachel & Michael 

Singer on the birth of a great grandson, born to Dyana & 

Haim Engelman, children of Suzanne & Stuart Beretz. 

Mazal Tov to Zehavit & Michael Terrani on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children Emily & Daniel Terrani.  

Mazal Tov to Olga & Matt Gartenhaus on the                   

engagement of their son Michael to Chemdi Bernstein, 

daughter of Devorah & Aharon Bernstein of Brooklyn.   

OHEL EVENT 

Join Ohel for a Meetup in Great Neck on Tuesday, May 10, 

at 7:30 pm at the home of Nava & Fred Cohen, 4 Denton 

Road. David Mandel, Ohel’s CEO, will provide some                                 

introductions followed by a Quick tips on “Reducing Anxiety 

in the Home” from Dr. Norman Blumenthal, Director of     

Trauma Services, Ohel Zachter Family National Trauma    

Center. We will also hear from Nava Cohen, a member of 

Ohel’s board of directors. Light refreshments will be served. 

RSVP to Rachel_spinner@ohelfamily.org.  

SINGLES SHABBATON 

There is a singles Shabbaton on May 13-14th at Torah 

Ohr. If you can host people, please call 646.529.8748.  

SEFORIM GEMACH                                                                              

Queens Seforim Gemach is now relocated at the YI of              

Jamaica Estates, 83-10 188th St, Hollis, NY. We are open 

Sundays between 2-4pm. All seforim are on sale for either 

$5 for recent, complete (sets) and $2.50 for most seforim 

and others which are older or not in perfect shape are $1. 

We are also accepting donations of seforim that are                         

relevant and are in good shape. Please call Rabbi                      

Moskowitz at 516.220.7177 to arrange a pickup or drop 

off. We do not handle shaimot.  

ANNUAL RABBINIC DIALOGUE 

Join us on Sunday, May 15th for the annual Rabbinic  

Dialogue hosted this year at Great Neck Synagogue.               

Rabbis Polakoff, Stecker & Feldmans will discuss the topic 

of “Challenges of our Success: Finding our way in our High 

Pressure Community.” Breakfast is at 9:15 am followed by 

the Dialogue at 10:00 am.  

SHAARE ZEDEK’S HEALTH DAY 

Join us at Shaare Zedek’s Health Day Luncheon on May 11, 

honoring Dr. Karen Hammerman and Toni Nayowitz with 

breakfast, great lectures, vendor boutiques, raffles, lunch 

and honoree presentations. The outdoor tented event will 

take place at the Tsur Residence in Great Neck. To Sign up 

& Support Shaare Zedek’s new Cancer Center go to: 

www.acsz.org/healthday. 

GREAT NECK MEMORIAL DAY PARADE                                                                                                    

GNS will be marching proudly in the Great Neck Memorial 

Day Parade on Monday, May 30th. We will line up           

between 9:00 and 9:15 am at Middle Neck Road and Pont 

St. (north of the shopping center). We have an opportunity 

to remember those who died serving in the United States 

Armed Forces. After we pass by the reviewing stand on the 

Village Green, there will be a short and special ceremony 

to honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for 

this country in their effort to safeguard our freedom. The 

parade begins at 9:30 am. T-shirts and American flags will 

be distributed. Children and grandchildren are most                    

welcome. 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS -

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO MAKE DELIVERIES                                         

For Shavuot, GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections are 

planning to distribute beautiful orchids (purchased to             

support the Meorot program) to members of our shul that 

could benefit from our outreach. If you would like to                      

volunteer to make deliveries (could be used for high school 

chesed hours), please contact Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net. There are about 60 recipients. Thank 

you very much! 

GNS 360 SHABBAT                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thank you very much to the 60 families that signed up for 

this wonderful Shabbat lunch experience. There were over 

200 people that participated. We are grateful to the 17 

host families who spent a lot of time and effort preparing 

beautiful meals for people they knew or may not have 

known well or known at all. We look forward to continuing 

to celebrate our amazing Great Neck Synagogue                               

community and building new connections and                            

strengthening existing ones amongst our synagogue                      

family. Thank you also to Rabbi Polakoff and Chazzan          

Spinner for all their help organizing and coordinating this 

event. Co-Chairs, Rachel Brecher and Diane Rein. 

mailto:Rachel_spinner@ohelfamily.org

