
The Four Children 

The section of the Four 

Children in the Haggadah 

is based on the four 

different verses in the 

Torah which describe 

children asking their 

parents about the story 

of the Exodus. Rather 

than seeing these as just 

four examples of asking 

the same question, the 

Rabbis noticed four 

distinctive personalities 

from the different ways 

the verses are phrased – 

and this inspired the idea 

for four kinds of children. 

The four children are a 

vignette of the Jewish 

people. One asks because 

he wants to hear the 

answer. A second asks 

because he does not 

want to hear the answer. 

A third asks because he 

does not understand. The 

fourth does not ask 

because he doesn’t 

understand that he 

doesn’t understand. Ours 

has never been a 

monolithic people. 

Yet there is a message of 

hope in this family 

portrait. Though they 

disagree, they sit around 

the same table, telling 

the same story. Though 

they differ, they stay 

together. They are part 

of a single family. Even 

the rebel is there, 

although part of him does 

not want to be. This, too, is 

who we are. 

The Jewish people is an 

extended family. We argue, we 

differ, there are times when we 

are deeply divided. Yet we are 

part of the same story. We 

share the same memories. At 

difficult times we can count on 

one another. We feel one 

another’s pain. Out of this 

multiplicity of voices comes 

something none of us could 

achieve alone. Sitting next to 

the wise child, the rebel is not 

fated to remain a rebel. Sitting 

next to the rebel, the wise 

child may share his wisdom 

rather than keep it to himself. 

The one who cannot ask will, in 

time, learn how. The simple 

child will learn complexity. The 

wise child will learn simplicity. 

Each draws strength from the 

others, as we all draw strength 

from belonging to a people. 

Through the Haggadah, more 

than a hundred generations of 

Jews have handed on their 

story to their children. The 

word “haggadah” means 

“relate,” “tell,” “expound.” But 

it comes from another Hebrew 

root, [a-g-d] that means 

“bind”, “join”, “connect”. By 

reciting the Haggadah, Jews 

give their children a sense of 

connectedness to Jews 

throughout the world and to 

the Jewish people through 

time. It joins them to a past 

and future, a history and 

destiny, and makes them 

characters in its drama. Every 
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other nation known to 

humankind has been united 

because its members lived 

in the same place, spoke 

the same language, were 

part of the same culture. 

Jews alone, dispersed 

across continents, speaking 

different languages and 

participating in different 

cultures, have been bound 

together by a narrative, the 

Pesach narrative, which 

they tell in the same way on 

the same night. More than 

the Haggadah is the story of 

a people, Jews are the 

people of a story. 

The Ten Plagues 

One of the most exciting 

and colorful parts of the 

story of the Exodus is the 

Ten Plagues. There is a 

custom to spill a drop of 

wine as we say the name of 

each plague. There are 

many reasons given for this, 

but the most beautiful is 

that of Abudraham, (a 14th 

century Rabbi from Spain 

who is best known for his 

commentary on the siddur), 

who interprets it in 

accordance with the verse, 

“Do not rejoice when your 

enemy falls” (Proverbs 

24:17). We give thanks for 

the miraculous plagues 

which brought our ancestors 

out of Egypt and granted 

them freedom, but at the 

same time, we also shed a 

symbolic tear for those who 

suffered. 
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Erev Pesach 

7:30/8:30 am 
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Shabbat/Times  
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Youth 
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7:16 pm 

7:20 pm 
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9:00 am 

7:15 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

April 16 9:34/10:41 am 

April 23 9:28/10:37 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Pesach VIII 

Candle Lighting 7:23 pm 

Mincha 7:25 pm                 

TORAH - DAY 1 & 2 

ARTSCROLL  354, 690 

HERTZ  257, 518                                      

SIDDUR 954, 956 

MAFTIR - BOTH DAYS  

ARTSCROLL  892 

HERTZ  695                                

SIDDUR 954 

HAFTORAH - DAY 1 & 2 

ARTSCROLL  1221-1222 

HERTZ  1009, 1012                                  

SIDDUR 955, 957 

Bima Flowers for Pesach are sponsored by  

Rabbi Esor BenSorek  

in honor of his beloved children  

Sharona, Ethan Samuel and Liora Miriam  
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The plagues occupy the borderline, so common to the 

Torah, between the natural and the supernatural. 

Commentators have been divided between those who 

emphasize their miraculous character and others who have 

sought to provide a scientific account of the disasters in 

terms of a series of chain reactions to an initial ecological 

disaster, possibly the appearance of algae in the Nile, which 

turned the water red and caused the fish to die. Which view 

speaks more compellingly to us will depend on whether we 

understand the word “miracle” as a suspension of the laws 

of nature, or an event that occurs within nature but that, by 

happening when and to whom it does, reveals a 

providential pattern in history. 

The plague of lice is a sardonic comment on the 

monumental scale of Egyptian architecture. The Egyptians 

believed the gods were to be found in things that are big. 

God shows them His Presence in something so small as to 

be almost invisible. The irony recurs in the division of the 

Red Sea, where Pharaoh’s greatest military asset, the 

chariots, prove to be his undoing, as their wheels sink into 

the mud. The key to the plagues – as in God’s covenant 

with Noach – is the principle of reciprocity: ‘As you do, so 

shall you be done to.’ Those who harm others will 

themselves be harmed. Nations that begin by depriving 

others of their liberty in the end destroy themselves. 

Historically, this was so. Egypt never again recovered the 

greatness it had enjoyed in the earlier part of Ramses II’s 

rule. 

Dayeinu  

Dayeinu is a song which explores the kindnesses of God to 

His people on the long journey from slavery to freedom. 

There are fifteen stages described between leaving Egypt, 

reaching the Promised Land, and building the Temple in 

Jerusalem. This song is a tikkun, a “putting-right”, for the 

ingratitude of the Israelites in the Wilderness. At almost 

every stage of their journey they complained: about the 

water, the food, the difficulties of travelling, the challenge 

of conquering the land. It is as if we are saying where they 

complained, let us give thanks. Each stage was a miracle. 

And each miracle would have been enough to convince us 

that Hashem is behind all the events in our history. 

Shabbat is the ultimate expression of a free society, the 

antithesis of slavery in Egypt. On this day, all relationships 

of dominance and subordination are suspended. We may  

not work, or command others to work, “so that your          

manservant and maidservant may rest as you do”  

(Devarim 5:15). At many times in history, people have 

dreamed of an ideal world. The name given to such visions 

is “utopia” meaning “no place”, because at no time or place 

have these dreams been realized on a society-wide basis. 

Shabbat is the sole successful utopian experiment in                  

history. It is based on the simple idea that utopia (in                       

Judaism, the messianic age) is not solely in the future. It is 

something we can experience in the midst of time, one day 

in seven. Shabbat became the weekly rehearsal of an ideal 

world, one not yet reached but still lived as a goal, of a 

world at peace with itself, recognizing the createdness, and 

thus the integrity, of all people and all forms of life. If 

Egypt meant slavery, Shabbat is collective freedom, a 

“foretaste of the World to Come.” 

The Exodus was more than an event in the past. It was a 

precursor of redemption in the future. Israel, as Moshe 

warned, would not dwell securely in its land. It would            

forget its moral and spiritual vocation. It would be                             

attracted to the pagan culture of its neighbors. By so doing 

it would lose its reason for existence and find itself unable, 

at times of crisis, to summon the shared vision and                         

collective energy needed to prevail against neighboring 

imperial powers. It would suffer defeat and exile. But                   

despair would never prevail. In the past, God had brought 

His people from slavery to freedom and from exile to the 

land, and therefore He would do so again. The Jewish                   

people never completely lost faith in God, because its 

Prophets knew that God would never completely lose faith 

in His people. History intimated destiny. What happened 

once would happen again. That is what lies behind the 

words with which the Haggadah begins: “Now we are here; 

next year in the land of Israel. Now – slaves; next year we 

shall be free.” The Jewish people kept the vision alive. It is 

not too much to say that the vision kept the Jewish people 

alive… 

That is what Pesach was during more than eighteen                     

centuries of exile and dispersion: a seed planted in Jewish 

memory, waiting to be activated, to grow. Without it, Jews 

would certainly have disappeared. Lacking hope of return – 

hope tempered by faith into a certainty-like steel – they 

would have made their peace with their condition, merged 

into their surrounding societies and ambient cultures, and 

vanished, like every other culture deprived of a home.  

Pesach, like a seed frozen in suspended animation,                         

contained the latent energy that led Jews in the twentieth 

century to create the single most remarkable                                   

accomplishment in the modern world, the rebirth of Israel, 

the land, the state, the nation, and the people. Michah’s 

vision, and Yechezkel’s, and Moshe’s, came true. 



 

PESACH SCHEDULE 

 

Thursday, Apr. 14 

Bedikat Chometz this evening after 8:16 pm 

 

Friday, Apr. 15 - Erev Pesach 

1st Shacharit with Siyum for first born 6:30 am 

Sponsored by Robert & Sigalit Katz  

in memory of Chaya bat Chaim z”l,                                 

Robert’s mother’s 1st Yahrzeit 

 

2nd Shacharit with Siyum for first born 7:45 am 

Sponsored by Hedva & Edmund Kesler                                

in memory of their parents,  

Ray & Mike Majus and Lillie & Israel Kessler 

 

Chometz may not be eaten after: 

Magen Avraham 10:13 am/Vilna Gaon 10:42 am 

Chometz must be destroyed by: 

Magen Avraham 11:34 am/Vilna Gaon 11:48 am 

Candle lighting 7:16 pm 

Mincha 7:20 pm 

Kiddush after (first Seder) 8:17 pm 

 

Shabbat, Apr. 16 - Pesach I 

   Hashkama 8:00 am 

   Youth 9:00 am 

   Main Shul 9:00 am  

(Main & Beit Midrash Minyanim are together) 

   Mincha 7:15 pm 

Please eat Seudah Shlishit at home  

Candle lighting and preparations for 2nd Seder 

after 8:18 pm 

 

Sun. Apr. 17 - Pesach II 

   Hashkama 8:00 am 

   Youth 9:00 am 

   Main Shul 9:00 am 

(Main & Beit Midrash Minyanim are together) 

Mincha 7:15 pm 

Yom Tov ends after 8:26 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon. Apr. 18 - Thurs. Apr. 21 - Chol HaMoed 

Shacharit 6:30/7:45 am 

Mincha 7:25 pm 

  
Thurs. evening, Apr. 21  

An Eiruv Tavshilin should be made 

Candle lighting 7:22 pm 

Mincha 7:25 pm 

 

Fri. Apr. 22 - Pesach VII 

   Hashkama 8:00 am 

   Youth 9:00 am 

   Main Shul 9:00 am 

   Candle lighting 7:23 pm 

Mincha 7:25 pm 

 

Shabbat, Apr. 23 - Pesach VIII 

Shir HaShirim and Yizkor recited this morning 

   Hashkama 8:00 am 

   Youth 9:00 am 

   Main Shul 8:45 am 

  Mincha 7:15 pm 

Yom Tov ends 8:32 pm 
 



 

GNS YOUTH PROGRAM 



 

YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 



 

YOM HA’ATZMAUT 



 

SHED THE MEDS 



PLEASE NOTE NEW DROP OFF ADDRESS 

All Friday food donations for Hunger Initiative should be left 

in the coolers at 19 Crampton Avenue. Please make sure 

your food is nearly packaged and labeled. If you have any 

questions or need containers for donations please  contact 

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com or text at 

516.317.9632.  
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. 

Looking forward to all the delicious recipes from our great 

cooks. For information or submissions, contact Judy Lillien 

at syny98@gmail.com or Cynthia Wiesenfeld at                               

cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Mazal Tov to Sharon Goldwyn and David Birnbaum on 

the birth of a grandson, born to their children, Rafaella & 

Isaac Keschner in Teaneck.  

SEFORIM GEMACH                                                                              

Seforim Gemach of Queens has reopened and we are           

restocking. If you have used seforim that are good shape 

and would like to put them to good use please contact                  

Rabbi Steve Moskowitz at smoskowitz@saracademy.org  

or by cell/text at 516-220-7177. We will come to your home 

to pickup. We do not take shaimot. All proceeds from             

seforim go to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens.   

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

Monday, 10 Nissan 

Shelia Bachman for Mildred Lewit 

Rita Gordonson for Linda Iris Werb 

Iraj Kashani for Yousef Kashani 

Tuesday, 11 Nissan 

Paul Brody for Harvey Brody 

Lillian Chubak for Susan Graf Busani 

Laura Danoff for Ernest Herman 

Lev Dynkin for Meishe Ber Shifman 

Sharon Goldwyn for Belle Goldwyn 

Phyllis Jadidian for Diana Shapiro 

Steven Zuckerman for Evelyn Zuckerman 

Wednesday, 12 Nissan 

Isaac Kohannim for Manzal Samouha 

Mitchell Siegel for Edith Turner 

Thursday, 13 Nissan 

Josh Windsor for Adela Obstfeld 

Friday, 14 Nissan 

Robert Herman for Frank Herman 

Rhonda Lipsky for Marlene Olk 

Saturday, 15 Nissan 

Philip Berman for Sonia Berman 

Joan Braun for Phyllis Shapiro 

Leonard Kahn for Rachel Kahn 

Robert Katz for Magda Katz 

Nathaniel Weisel for Harold Sechster 

Sunday, 16 Nissan 

Marc Gottlieb for Sarah Schwartzman 

Monday, 17 Nissan 

Paul Brody for Minnie Brody 

Judith Traub for Usher Hechtkopf 

Ori Pagovich for Talia Pagovich 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org who 

will provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. We are all part of the same GNS 

family.  

PASS IT FORWARD                                                                    

This year the Pass It Forward program is providing Pesach 

meals to over 100 families to help them have meaningful 

seders. You can support this worthy cause by making a 

monetary donation to the Hunger Initiative of GNS and 

flagging it for PIF. We need volunteers on April 12th to 

make deliveries – Great Neck routes available. Pick up at 

GNS between 11:30 – 12:30. To sign up to deliver, email 

Michelle Berman at michberman@gmail.com. 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is a summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders who wish to 

explore how Judaism informs and challenges Western 

thought. There will be two summer sessions: 6/27-7/7 and 

7/25-8/4. Visit https://tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/.  

GNS YOUTH PROGRAM                                                             

Thursday, April 14th: 9:30 am - 1:15 pm - Grades 1-5,  

Active Kidz Laser Tag & more...Cost for members/$50; non

-members/$60. Register at michaelatlaspsyd@gmail.com. 

YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM 

Please join us for a compelling Yom HaShoah program on 

Wednesday evening, April 27th beginning at 8:00 pm. 

Our featured speaker will be Erwin Forley, a survivor of                

Auschwitz who will tell his incredible story. Additionally, we 

will hear from our second generation panel including Ilana 

Kroll, Joey Hecht and Phyllis Safdieh.  

YOM HA’ATZMAUT PROGRAM 

Please join us for a celebration of Yom Ha’atzamut in honor 

of the State of Israel, on Wednesday, May 4th.                           

Wandering Que food truck will be here with awesome 

food, beginning at 6:30 pm. Mincha will be at 7:30 pm and 

Jason Greenblatt, one of the chief architects of the Peace 

to Prosperity plan between Israel and the Palestinians and 

a key player in laying the foundation for Abraham Accords, 

will address the congregation.    

GNS 360 

We are greatly looking forward to Shabbat, May 7th for 

our Shabbat 360, where friends and neighbors will be part 

of the warm hospitality of the GNS community.  
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