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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal 
Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, 
Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights 
by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth 
Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.  

 והמלאכה היתה דים לכל המלאכה לעשות אתה והותר 

“The work was sufficient for them for all the work, to do it – and having a surplus. (36:7) 

Was there enough or was there extra? There was enough for the Mishkan, and the surplus 

with which to build a Beit Medrash. The Mishkan was a place for Hashra’at HaShechinah (for the 

Shechinah to rest). However, for Bnei Yisrael to be worthy of having the Shechinah rest amongst 

them, they had to prepare by learning Torah. It was only through their limud haTorah that they 

became worthy of Hashra’at HaShechinah. Therefore, until the Beit Medrash for Torah learning was 

complete the building of the Mishkan was not complete, as they were not yet worthy to have the 

Shechinah in their midst. The work for the Mishkan was “sufficient” because there was a “surplus” 

with which to build a Beit Medrash, which would make Klal Yisrael worthy of Hashra’at 

HaShechinah.          (Divrei Yoel) 

 בקע לגלגלת מחצית השקל בשקל הקודש ...ויהי מאת ככר הכסף לצקת את אדני הקדש 

“One beka per person, a half shekel by the Sanctuary standard…one hundred talents of this silver 
were used to cast the sockets of the Mishkan… (38:26-27) 

From the silver which everyone had to contribute to the construction of the Mishkan, 

Hashem commanded that sockets be made. All of the Mishkan’s vertical beams would be anchored 

in these sockets. Hashem wanted each and every person to have a share in the Mishkan’s ability to 

stand. So, too, regarding upholding the Torah: an equal role is played by those who learn Torah and 

those who support the learners. Both uphold the world and are equal partners in this 

accomplishment.                     (Chafetz Chaim) 

To develop this thought a bit further, man’s connection to the Mishkan was through the 

shekalim. But who is supporting whom? It can be said about the Mishkan, like we say about the 

Torah (Mishlei 3:18): עץ חיים היא למחזיקים בה ותמכיה מאשר – It is a tree of life to those who grasp 

it; and its supporters are praiseworthy. By donating to our contemporary Mishkanot, that is Batei 

Kneisiot, Talmudei Torah, and yeshivot, we connect ourselves to eternity.  

When speaking of the half-shekels that were to be donated to the Mishkan, Rashi brings a 

Midrash that describes Hashem showing Moshe a coin made of fire. This alluded to the idea that 

fire, depending upon how it is used, can be constructive, as when it warms things – or it can be 



 

destructive and burn things. So too, with money that is given to our contemporary institutions of 

kodesh.  

Explaining this idea further, it is important to be wary of those who generously support 

schools and synagogues but delude themselves into believing that the institution’s entire existence 

depends on themselves and upon what they choose to give. And they feel that, in recognition of the 

institution’s dependence on their contributions, they should be allowed to dictate its policies – all 

according to their own ideas as to how the institution should be run. In fact, they feel that the 

spiritual leaders can be bypassed. As far as they are concerned, there is no real need for the 

“Moses.”  

When that happens, the shekalim they have donated become coins of fire that incinerate 

the kodesh and desecrate its purpose. This happens because they have dared to go too close. If, 

however, they allow themselves to stand at a distance, in awe of the holiness, acknowledging the 

limits of their own perspective and deferring to the talmidei chachamim, then their coins will not 

only add more warmth to their Mishkan, but will add more light to their own lives.  

To sum up, in the Midrash that we originally quoted, the Chachamim thought that the 

foundation of the Mishkan would be the sockets that rested on the ground. Hence, they were 

unsuccessful in erecting it. Moshe, however, understood that the support would be from above. 

Therefore, he began with the roof of the Mishkan itself. That is why the verse says first שה  ויקם מ

 And Moshe established the Mishkan – and only afterward does it say that he placed – את המשכן

down the sockets.            (Rabbi Nissan Alpert) 

 הוקם המשכן 

“The Mishkan was erected…” (40:17) 

When Moshe gathered the nation to instruct them about the building of the Mishkan, the 

verse states:  ויקהל משה – And Moshe assembled. Now that the Mishkan was finally completed, the 

purpose of that assembly had been fulfilled. The numerical value of  הוקם, erected, is equal to the 

numerical value of ויקהל – and he assembled.      (Rabbi Dovid Feinstein) 

 וכבוד ה' מלא את המשכן 
“And the glory of Hashem filled the Mishkan…” (40:35) 

The numerical vale of כבוד – glory, is 32. This is equal to the value of לב – heart. The heart 

and love of Hashem filled the Mishkan that had been constructed by His beloved people for His 

honor. This is as the verse states: My eyes and my heart shall be there all the days (Melachim II 9:3). 

Hashem will forever grace the Beit HaMikdash with His heart.   (Rabbi Dovid Feinstein) 
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