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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Tazria
The sedra of Tazria
begins with the laws of
childbirth and the
command of
circumcision: “On the
eighth day the flesh of
his foreskin shall be
circumcised.” (Lev. 12:3)
Since the days of
Abraham, this has been
the sign, for males, of the
covenant between God
and the people He has
summoned to be His
witnesses: God further
said to Abraham, “This is
My covenant which you
shall keep, between Me
and you and your
descendants after you:
Every male child among
you shall be circumcised.
You shall circumcise the
flesh of your foreskin,
and that shall be the sign
of the covenant between
Me and you (Genesis
17:10-11). Why this sign
above all others? Why
this physical mark on the
flesh? What does it tell us
about the nature of
Jewish identity?

into God’s sense of betrayal
by the people of Israel.
Having liberated them from
slavery and brought them
into their land, God sees
them forget the past,
forsake the covenant, and
worship strange gods. It is a
powerful passage with an
astonishing assertion at its
heart. More than the Jewish
people love God, God loves
the Jewish people. The
history of Israel is a love
story between the faithful
God and his sometimes
faithless people. Though
God is often angry, He
cannot but forgive. He will
take them on a kind of
second honeymoon, and
they will renew their
marriage vows: “Therefore,
I am now going to allure
her; I will lead her into the
desert and speak tenderly
to her…I will betroth you to
me forever; I will betroth
you in righteousness and
justice, in love and
compassion. I will betroth
you in faithfulness, and you
will know the Lord” (Hosea
2:16-22). It is this last
To understand the full
sentence – with its explicit
depth of this command,
comparison between the
we have to move forward
covenant and a marriage –
several centuries to one
What makes the book of Hosea
that Jewish men say when
of the great prophets of
remarkable is the episode with
they put on the handthe Bible, Hosea. Hosea
which it begins. God tells the
tefillin, winding its strap
lived in the eighth
prophet to marry a prostitute
around the finger like a
century BCE. The
and see what it feels like to
wedding-ring.
kingdom had been
have a love betrayed. Only
divided since the death of then will Hosea have a glimpse
Solomon. The northern
kingdom in particular, where
Hosea lived, had lapsed after a
period of peace and prosperity
into lawlessness, idolatry and
chaos. Between 747 and 732
BCE there were no less than
five kings, the result of a series
of intrigues and bloody
struggles for power. The
people, too, had become lax:
“There is no faithfulness or
kindness, and no knowledge of
God in the land; there is
swearing, lying, killing, stealing
and committing adultery; they
break all bounds and murder
follows murder” (Hos. 4:1-2).
Like other prophets, Hosea
knew that Israel’s destiny
depended on its sense of
mission. Faithful to God, it was
able to do extraordinary
things: survive in the face of
empires, and generate a
society unique in the ancient
world, of the equal dignity of
rich and poor as fellow citizens
under the sovereignty of the
Creator of heaven and earth.
Faithless, however, it was just
one more minor power in the
ancient Near East, whose
chances of survival against
larger political predators were
minimal.
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One verse in the midst of this prophecy is enthralling. It is a
complex metaphor, that must be unraveled strand by
strand: “In that day,” declares the Lord, “you will call Me
‘my husband’ [ishi]; you will no longer call Me ‘my
master’ [baali]. The last phrase is a pun. Baal, in biblical
Hebrew, meant ‘a husband’, but in a highly specific sense –
namely, ‘master, owner, possessor, controller’. It was also,
of course, the name of the Canaanite god – whose prophets
Elijah had challenged in the famous confrontation at Mount
Carmel. Baal (otherwise known as Hadad, and usually
portrayed as a bull) was the god of the storm, who defeated
Mot, the god of sterility and death. Baal was the rain that
impregnated the earth and made it fertile. In terms of
myth, Baalism is the worship of god-as-power.

Shabbat Announcements Tazria 5782
Now we understand why the sign of the covenant is
circumcision. For faith to be more than the worship of
power, it must affect the most intimate relationship
between men and women. In a society founded on
covenant, male-female relationships must be built on
something other and gentler than male dominance,
masculine power, sexual desire and the drive to own,
control, possess. Baal must become ish. The alpha male
must become caring husband. Sex must be sanctified and
tempered by mutual respect. The sexual drive must be
circumcised and circumscribed so that it no longer seeks to
possess and is instead content to love.

Hosea contrasts this kind of relationship with the other
Hebrew word for husband, ish. Here he is recalling the
words of the first man to the first woman: “This is now bone
of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called
Woman [ishah], Because she was taken from Man [ish].”
Here the male-female relationship is predicated on
something quite other than power and dominance,
ownership and control. Man and woman confront one
another in sameness and difference. Each is an image of
the other, yet each is separate and distinct. The only
relationship able to bind them together without the use of
force is marriage-as-covenant – a bond of mutual loyalty
and trust in which each makes a pledge to the other to
honor one another and the reciprocal duties that bind them
together in a moral bond.
Not only is this a radical way of reconceptualizing the
relationship between man and woman: it is also the way we
should think of the relationship between human beings and
God. God reaches out to humanity not as power (the storm,
the thunder, the rain) but as love – and not an abstract,
philosophical love but a deep and abiding passion that
survives all the disappointments and betrayals. Israel may
not always behave lovingly toward God, says Hosea, but
God loves Israel and will never cease to do so.
How we relate to God affects how we relate to other people.
That is Hosea’s message – and vice versa: how we relate to
other people affects the way we think of God. Israel’s
political chaos in the eighth century BCE was intimately
connected to its religious waywardness. A society built on
corruption and exploitation is one where might prevails over
right. That is not Judaism but idolatry, Baal-worship.
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GNS Class Schedule
Sunday
9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff
Monday
8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz
8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff
Tuesday
8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff
Wednesday
8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek
9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter
Thursday
8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter
9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff
Friday
8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz
Shabbat
8:30 am: Parsha Shiur
before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan
Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter

SHMURAH MATZAH

GNS YOUTH MADNESS

GNS 360

THANK YOU

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM
GNS BIKUR CHOLIM, GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT!
Thank you very much for the overwhelming and generous support of the following sponsors
(listed in alphabetical order) for their inspiring financial support and volunteers (listed in
alphabetical order) who baked dozens of hamantaschen cookies and/or delivered beautiful
Kandi King mishloach manot to the ill, homebound and elderly members of Great Neck
Synagogue for Purim to wish them a Chag Sameach and let them know our shul is thinking
of them and continues to be connected to them. There were approximately 60 recipients
who felt the outpouring of love and good wishes from our shul! Special thank you to GNS
Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien) and Men's Club (Mark Friedman) for their strong
support, and Leah Reichlin for the beautiful original illustration she created for the cards.
Thank you also to Mark Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for their assistance. Thank you very
much to Rabbi Polakoff and Rabbi Lichter for their guidance and strong support.
SPONSORS
Anonymous (1); Jayne Altman & Joe Rosenthal; Liora Ben-Sorek; Hal & Debbie Chadow;
Daniel & Shoshana Flax: Great Neck Synagogue Men's Club: Phil & Devorah Hanfling;
Eliot & Erica Heisler; Michael & Alisa Hoenig; Robert & Debbie Hollander;
Robert & Sydelle Knepper; Edmund & Hedva Kessler; Mervin & Dahlia Klein;
Jonathan & Ilana Kroll; Nik & Vivian Kron; Richard & Judy Lillien;
Ben & Hindi Lunzer in memory of her grandmother whose yarhzeit is Rosh Chodesh Adar;
Robert & Annie Mendelson; Jeff & Risa Pulver; David & Diane Rein;
Cary & Talia Reiss; Carl & Rivka Rosenberg; Jerry & Heather Siegelman;
Sisterhood of Great Neck Synagogue; Ron & Jill Swartz; Joseph & Michelle Yehaskel

VOLUNTEERS
Anonymous (1); Sarah Akhavan; Zehava Atlas; Sara Feldschreiber; Shoshana Flax;
Joey Hecht; Debbie Hollander; Dina Kalnicki; Hedva Kessler; Dahlia Klein;
Janet Lenchner; Cindy Ludwig; Maneli Rabizadeh; Brenda Parver; Erica Parillis;
Ilan Reichlin; Leah Reichlin; Carl Rosenberg; Aliza Sassoon; Roya Shavolian;
Jessica, Ella, & Eve Shusterman; Jessica Smooha; Lauren Soleimani; Rachel Sturm;
Jill Swartz; Rivka Wolf; Michelle Yehaskel
Zehava Atlas
GNS Youth Department
Director

Rachel Brecher
GNS Connections
Chair

Diane Rein
GNS Bikur Cholim
Chair

COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW.

BRISKETFEST
Please join us at the home of Marla & Micah Lemonik, 9
Myrtle Dr., Tuesday March 29th from 7-9 pm for a
brisket cookoff to benefit Pass It Forward. The event is
being generously sponsored by luxury kosher meat
purveyor Prairie Street Prime. Order with discount code
"pass it forward" at prairiestreetprime.com through May
1st and 15% of the proceeds will go to Pass It Forward.
CHAVERIM CENTER
The next Chaverim Center is Wednesday, April 6th from
11:30 am - 1:30 pm with a Pesach talk with Rabbi
Polakoff.
SHMURAH MATZAH FOR SALE
GNS is once again offering its membership the opportunity
to purchase Shmurah Matzah at $33/lb. Please click here
to reserve and pay online. There is limited supply and pick
up will be Thursday, April 7th from 9 am to 5 pm in the
lobby.

MAZAL TOV & COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Debbie Wang on the birth of a grandson,
Aubrey James Beegel, born to her children Danitte &
Justin Beegel. Mazal Tov to great grandmother Gloria
Miller.
AMERICAN FRIENDS OF HERZOG HOSPITAL
American Friends of Herzog Hospital invites you to meet &
hear Colonel Dr. Jacob Haviv on Thursday evening, March
31st, at 8:00 pm at UMJCA Mashadi Jewish Center, 54
Steamboat Road in Great Neck.
SEFORIM GEMACH
Seforim Gemach of Queens has reopened and we are
restocking. If you have used seforim that are good shape
and would like to put them to good use please contact
Rabbi Steve Moskowitz at smoskowitz@saracademy.org
or by cell/text at 516-220-7177. We will come to your home
to pickup. We do not take shaimot. All proceeds from
seforim go to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens.

GNS 360
Join friends and neighbors, meet new people and be a part
of a wonderful Shabbat afternoon with the warmth and
hospitality of our GNS community. Register online here to
be a guest or host for Shabbat lunch on May 7th.
SISTERHOOD THANK YOU
Our Sisterhood fundraiser was a great success! Thank you
to all those who purchased cards and packages this year.
We put together 150 packages and sold over 300 cards.
Thank you to Michelle Yehaskel for our updated order
form. Our amazing team shopped, packed and dropped off
to the Postal Service. Thank you to Michelle Berman,
Vivian Kron, Judy Lillien, Liz Soleimani, and Cynthia
Weisenfeld for all of your hard work. And a special thank
you to Jimmy Frisch who helps us with our card sales! We
welcome all volunteers. Stay tuned for Purim 2023 as
ideas are already flowing. Plans for a paint night are being
finalized for after Pesach. Hope to see everyone there.
COMMUNAL FOOD DRIVE
There will be a community drive up/drop off food drive
benefitting the Rudman Family Food Pantry in the MidIsland Y JCC on Sunday, April 3rd from 10:00 am –
2:00 pm in the Temple Israel of Great Neck parking lot.
Food to donate includes: granola bars, soup mixes,
crackers, canned salmon, pretzels, chips, mayonnaise.
Household items to donate include: hand soap, dish soap,
sponges, kitchen cleaners and bathroom cleaners.
INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS
GNS has several members that live alone and would
warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you
are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for
another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at
dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org
who will provide you with the name and contact
information of people you can invite. You may not know
them, they may be from a different generation or they
may daven in a different GNS minyan than you do, but we
are all part of the same GNS family.
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Monday, 25 Adar II
Paul Brody for Rose Goldsmith
Hal Chadow for Diane Chadow
Hal Chadow for Minnie Chadow
Irene Dicker for Dora Mermelstein
Erran Kagan for Shlomo Kagan
Isaac Kohannim for Avraham HaKohen
Jack Lipsky for Corinne Lipsky
Raphael Shaya for Victoria Shaya
Mark Twersky for David Twersky
Tuesday, 26 Adar II
Charles Berger for William Berger
Elena Berkowitz for Florita Fridman
Annie Mendelson for Robert Meisel
Wednesday, 27 Adar II
Alan Adler for Bella Adler
Alan Adler for Murray Adler
Paul Brody for Dorothy Rostoker
Leslie Kahn for Sam Krawchuk
Aaron Seligson for Hyman Seligson
Cheryl Sneag for Esther Sneag
Thursday, 28 Adar II
Michael Aryeh for Morris Schulz
Philip Berman for Marks Berman
Joan Katz for Frank Sadinoff
Friday, 29 Adar II
Fred Shaw for Selma Shaw
Mansour Farhadian for Nazanin Sohayegh
Saturday, 1 Nissan
Steven Blumner for Chaya bat Chaim
Henry Katz for Erna Katz
Myles Mittleman for Annie Tischler
Edwin Rosman for Flora Rossman
Rabbi Shimon Wolf for Arnold Wolf
Sunday, 2 Nissan
Payman Rabiei for Junjan bat Mashala
Monday, 3 Nissan
Steven Blumner for Feige Tova bat Chaim
Sharon Goldwyn for Frances Kessler
Helaine Helmreich for William Helmreich
Ken Magida for Rachel Bilsky
Pia Shlomo for David Spilke

