
THE FAST OF ESTHER 

Each year on the day 

before Purim we observe 

the Fast of Esther. The fast 

commemorates the fact 

that it was the 13th day of 

Adar, the day before the 

battles against Haman and 

his supporters, and that 

the Jews fasted and prayed 

for success. 

THE HALF SHEKEL 

Beginning with mincha on 

Taanit Esther (and through 

Purim morning) it is 

customary to give 

charitable contributions as 

a symbolic remembrance 

of the money that was 

collected from each Jew for 

the Beit HaMikdash. That 

money is given in the form 

of a half dollar in 

commemoration of the half 

shekel collected during 

Temple times. Since the 

word “terumah” is 

mentioned three times in 

connection with this 

donation, our minhag is to 

give three half dollars. 

These coins will be 

available for you, to be 

exchanged for a 

contribution of an amount 

that you feel appropriate. 

The money which we will 

collect will be distributed to 

worthy causes. 

THE MITZVOT OF PURIM 

The Reading of the 

Megilah 

The Megilah, which 

describes the Purim story, 

is read twice on Purim. The 

first reading occurs at 

night after the stars are 

visible and the second 

reading during the day. It 

is obligatory upon all men 

and women above Bar and 

Bat Mitzvah age to hear the 

reading of the Megilah both of 

these times. Accordingly, there 

are several readings in order to 

accommodate everyone. It is our 

custom that one person serves 

as the reader of the Megilah and 

all others in the congregation 

fulfill their obligation through 

him. Therefore it is essential for 

each and every word of the 

Megilah to be properly heard by 

those listening to the reading. It 

is for that reason that idle 

conversation is not permitted 

during the reading of the Megilah 

and an atmosphere of quiet 

attentiveness is encouraged. The 

reading of the Megilah at night is 

preceded by three blessings. 

Both the reader and the 

congregation stand for the 

recitation of those blessings. 

However, the congregation is 

seated for the actual reading of 

the Megilah. These same 

blessings are recited before the 

reading of the Megilah during the 

day. When listening to the third 

blessing during the day, the 

blessing of shehechiyanu, we 

keep in mind that the blessing 

should apply to the other 

commandments appropriate for 

the day of Purim as well. 

Although the custom is to bang 

and make noise during the time 

when Haman’s name is read, the 

commotion should be restrained 

so that everyone has a chance to 

hear every word of the Megilah. 

The Sending of Gifts – 

Mishloach Manot 

During the day of Purim, each 

and every Jew is obligated to 

send to at least one friend two 

varieties of food needing no 

further preparation. There are 

many who practice this custom 

through the use of a messenger 

who delivers their packages and 

The Laws of Purim 
thus meticulously fulfill the 

mitzvah of “sending” rather 

than just giving. The sending 

of such packages is a 

wonderful way in which to 

celebrate the happiness and 

joy of Purim together with 

others in the community. 

Although a mourner is 

obligated to send these 

packages in fulfillment of the 

mitzvah, it is inappropriate to 

send to a mourner. The 

package may be sent to other 

members of the mourner’s 

family though. 

Gifts to the Poor – Matanot 

La Evyonim 

On Purim day each and every 

Jew is obligated to give a 

charitable contribution to at 

least two poor people. Such 

contributions should be in 

accordance with our ability to 

give. If there are no poor 

people available on Purim 

day, the money should be set 

aside and specifically 

designated to be given to 

poor people as soon as 

possible. Our Synagogue 

participates in a campaign on 

Purim Day with several 

organizations that distribute 

money to the poor in Israel. 

You can fulfill the mitzvah of 

Matanot LaEvyonim through 

the Jack Hershkowitz 

Emergency Fund on Purim 

day. 

The Purim Meal – Seudat 

Purim 

Customarily begun before 

sundown and continuing into 

the night following Purim 

there is an obligation to 

partake in a festive 

meal.  Perhaps the best 

known component of this 

obligation is to celebrate the 

holiday until the point is 
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reached when one can no longer distinguish between “Blessed 

is Mordechai” and “Cursed is Haman”.  If however this state of 

slight intoxication will lead to a neglecting of commandments 

and inappropriate behavior than one should certainly restrain 

oneself in that manner of celebration.  It goes without saying 

that the obligation of personal safety overrides all else and 

therefore it is prohibited to drink in honor of Purim if one will be 

driving afterwards. 

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON PURIM 

There is a unique law in the approach to Purim. Mishe-nichnas 

Adar marbim be-simcha: “From the beginning of Adar, we 

increase in joy.” This is stated in the Talmud (Taanit 29a) and 

is based on the passage in the Megillah (Esther 9:21-22) in 

which Mordechai sends a letter throughout the land instructing 

all Jews “to observe the fourteenth day of the month of Adar 

and the fifteenth day, every year – the days on which the Jews 

obtained rest from their enemies and the month which for them 

was turned from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a 

holiday.” This in turn refers back to the text in which Haman 

decided on the timing of his decree: “In the first month, the 

month of Nissan, in the twelfth year of Achashverosh, they cast 

pur (that is, “lots”) before Haman from day to day, and from 

month to month until the twelfth month, which is the month of 

Adar” (Esther 3:7). 

The difficulties are obvious. Why do we increase our joy for an 

entire month? The key events were focused on a few days, the 

thirteenth to the fifteenth, not the whole month. And why is 

this a time of simcha? We can understand why the Jews of the 

time felt exhilaration. The decree sentencing them to death had 

been rescinded. Their enemies had been punished. Haman had 

been hanged on the very gallows he had prepared for 

Mordechai, and Mordechai himself had been raised to 

greatness. But is joy the emotion we should feel in perpetuity, 

remembering those events? The first warrant for genocide 

against the Jewish people (the second if one counts Pharaoh’s 

plan to kill all newborn Jewish males) had been frustrated. Is 

simcha the appropriate emotion? Surely what we should feel is 

relief, not joy. Pesach is the proof. The word “joy” is never 

mentioned in the Torah in connection with it. 

Besides which, the Talmud asks why we do not say Hallel on 

Purim. It gives several answers. The most powerful is that in 

Hallel we say, “Servants of the Lord, give praise,” – meaning 

that we are no longer the servants of Pharaoh. But, says the 

Talmud, even after the deliverance of Purim, Jews were still the 

servants of Achashverosh, still living in exile, under his rule 

(Megillah 14a). Tragedy had been averted but there was no real 

change in the hazards of life in the Diaspora. 

It seems to me therefore that the simcha we celebrate 

throughout the month of Adar is different from the normal joy 

we feel when something good and positive has happened to us 

or our people. That is expressive joy. The simcha of Adar, by 

contrast, is therapeutic joy. Imagine what it is to be part of a 

people that had once heard the command issued against them: 

“to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews – young and old, 

women and children – on a single day” (Esther 3:13). We who 

live after the Holocaust, who have met survivors, heard their 

testimony, seen the photographs and documentaries and               

memorials, know the answer to that question. On Purim, the 

Final Solution was averted. But it had been pronounced. Ever 

afterward, Jews knew their vulnerability. The very existence of 

Purim in our historical memory is traumatic. 

The Jewish response to trauma is counter-intuitive and                           

extraordinary. You defeat fear by joy. You conquer terror by                       

collective celebration. You prepare a festive meal, invite 

guests, give gifts to friends. While the story is being told, you 

make an unruly noise as if not only to blot out the memory of 

Amalek, but to make a joke out of the whole episode. You 

wear masks. You drink a little too much. You make a Purim 

spiel. Precisely because the threat was so serious, you refuse 

to be serious – and in that refusal you are doing something 

very serious indeed. You are denying your enemies a victory. 

You are declaring that you will not be intimidated. As the date 

of the scheduled destruction approaches, you surround                    

yourself with the single most effective antidote to fear: joy in 

life itself. As the three-sentence summary of Jewish history 

puts it: “They tried to destroy us. We survived. Let’s eat.”       

Humor is the Jewish way of defeating hate. What you can 

laugh at, you cannot be held captive by. 

I learned this from a Holocaust survivor. Some years ago, I 

wrote a book called Celebrating Life. It was a cheer-you-up 

book, and it became a favorite of the Holocaust survivors. One 

of them, however, told me that a particular passage in the 

book was incorrect. Commenting on Roberto Begnini’s comedy 

film about the Holocaust, Life is Beautiful, I had said that 

though I agreed with his thesis – a sense of humor keeps you 

sane – that was not enough in Auschwitz to keep you alive. 

“On that, you are wrong,” the survivor said, and then told me 

his story. He had been in Auschwitz, and he soon realized that 

if he failed to keep his spirits up, he would die. So he made a 

pact with another young man, that they would both look out, 

each day, for some occurrence they found amusing. At the end 

of each day they would tell one another their story and they 

would laugh together. “That sense of humor saved my life,” he 

said. I stood corrected. He was right. 

That is what we do on Purim. The joy, the merrymaking, the 

food, the drink, the whole carnival atmosphere, are there to 

allow us to live with the risks of being a Jew – in the past, and 

tragically in the present also – without being terrified,                        

traumatized or intimidated. It is the most counter-intuitive 

response to terror, and the most effective. Terrorists aim to 

terrify. To be a Jew is to refuse to be terrified. A people that 

can know the full darkness of history and yet rejoice is a                  

people whose spirit no power on Earth can ever break. Terror, 

hatred, and violence are always ultimately self-destructive. 

Those who use these tactics are always, as was Haman,                      

destroyed by their very will to destruct. And yes, we as Jews 

must fight antisemitism, the demonization of Israel, and the 

intimidation of Jewish students on campus. But we must never 

let ourselves be intimidated – and the Jewish way to avoid this 

is marbim be-simcha, to increase our joy. A people that can 

know the full darkness of history and yet  rejoice is a people 

whose spirit no power on Earth can ever break. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW DROP OFF ADDRESS 

All Friday food donations for Hunger Initiative should be left 

in the coolers at 19 Crampton Avenue. Please make sure 

your food is nearly packaged and labeled. If you have any 

questions or need containers for donations please contact 

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com or text at 

516.317.9632.  

Tuesday, 12 Adar II 

Philip Hanfling for Nathan Hanfling 

Wednesday, 13 Adar II 

Michael Hoenig for                                                                

Pessel Hadassah bat R’ Yaakov HaKohen 

Elliot Diamond for Louis Diamond 

Ethan Heisler for Irving Heisler 

Thursday, 14, Adar II 

Sam Yehaskel for Moise Algava 

Saturday, 16 Adar II 

Frank Bachrach for Lotte Bachrach 

Peter Epstein for Ann Epstein 

Sunday, 17 Adar II 

Jessica Shusterman for Harry Laufer 

Steve Zuckerman for Howard Zuckerman 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. We 

are planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as 

gluten free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all 

the delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information 

or submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com 

or Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Mazal Tov to Gail & Maurice Setton on the engagement 

of their daughter Ally to David Graber.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Chaverim Center has restarted meets every other       

Wednesday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm. Listed below are 

the remaining dates and programs until Pesach.  

March 23rd - Relaxation session with Robyn Blumner 

April 6th - Pesach talk with Speaker TBA 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org who 

will provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. You may not know them, they may 

be from a different generation or they may daven in a  

different GNS minyan than you do, but we are all part of 

the same GNS family.  

BNEI AKIVA SHLUCHOT                                                                                   

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for Shabbat 

meals. The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is a summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders. The program 

brings together Jewish teens who want to explore how             

Judaism informs and challenges Western thought,                                

philosophy, and politics. There will be two summer sessions: 

June 27-July 7 and July 25-August 4. Visit https://

tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/ to learn more about it.  

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS - 

SPONSOR MISHLOACH MANOT/VOLUNTEER TO MAKE 

DELIVERIES                                                                                                                                                                                     

For Purim, GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections are 

planning to distribute beautiful mishloach manot packages 

from Kandi King to members of our shul that could benefit 

from our outreach. If you would like to volunteer to make 

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor mishloach manot ($18/package and there are 

about 60 recipients), please contact Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net. For sponsorship payment, please either 

venmo to @vivian-kron or mail check payable to GNS        

Sisterhood. Thank you very much! 

SEFORIM GEMACH                                                                              

Seforim Gemach of Queens has reopened and we are           

restocking. If you have used seforim that are good shape 

and would like to put them to good use please contact                  

Rabbi Steve Moskowitz at smoskowitz@saracademy.org  

or by cell/text at 516-220-7177. We will come to your home 

to pickup. We do not take shaimot. All proceeds from             

seforim go to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens.   

GNS 360 

Join friends and neighbors, meet new people and be a part 

of a wonderful Shabbat afternoon with the warmth and       

hospitality of our GNS community. Register online here to 

be a guest or host for Shabbat lunch on May 7th.  

GNS WEEKDAY CLASS SCHEDULE 

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

WOMEN’S TEFILAH ON PURIM                                                                

Women's Tefilah Group will be hosting a reading of Megillat 

Esther at 10:15 on Purim morning, March 17th, in the Beit 

Midrash at Great Neck Synagogue. Prayers start at 9:15. 

Mishloach manot and treats for kids. Prize for best dressed 

adult. Covid safety precautions will be observed.   

THANK YOU                                                                                      

Thank you to the generous participants at Sunday’s Men’s 

Club Blood Drive who donated 52 units of blood to those in 

medical need. Special appreciation to our volunteer                    

helpers: Brayden Kohler, Bryce Kohler and Abby Rutta.  
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