
Pekudei has sometimes 

been called “The 

Accountant’s Parsha”, 

because that is how it 

begins, with the audited 

accounts of the money 

and materials donated to 

the Sanctuary. It is the 

Torah’s way of teaching 

us the need for financial 

transparency. But 

beneath the sometimes 

dry surface lie two 

extraordinary stories, one 

told in last week’s 

parsha, the other the 

week before, teaching us 

something deep about 

Jewish nature that is still 

true today. 

The first has to do with 

the Sanctuary itself. God 

told Moses to ask people 

to make contributions. 

Some brought gold, some 

silver, some copper. 

Some gave wool or linen 

or animal-skins. Others 

contributed acacia wood, 

oil, spices, or incense. 

Some gave precious 

stones for the High 

Priest’s breastplate. What 

was remarkable was the 

willingness with which 

they gave: The people 

continued to bring 

freewill offerings morning 

after morning. So, all the 

skilled workers who were 

doing all the work on the 

Sanctuary left what they 

were doing and said to 

Moses, “The people are 

bringing more than 

enough for doing the 

work the Lord 

commanded to be done.” 

So, Moses gave an order and 

they sent this word throughout 

the camp: “No man or woman 

is to make anything else as an 

offering for the Sanctuary.” 

And so the people were 

restrained from bringing more, 

because what they already had 

was more than enough to do 

all the work (Ex. 36:3-7). They 

brought too much. Moses had 

to tell them to stop. That is not 

the Israelites as we have 

become accustomed to seeing 

them, argumentative, 

quarrelsome, ungrateful. This 

is a people that longs to give. 

One parsha earlier we read a 

very different story. The people 

were anxious. Moses had been 

up the mountain for a long 

time. Was he still alive? Had 

some accident happened to 

him? If so, how would they 

receive the Divine word telling 

them what to do and where to 

go? Hence their demand for a 

Calf – essentially an oracle, an 

object through which Divine 

instruction could be heard. 

Aaron, according to the most 

favored explanation, realized 

that he could not stop the 

people directly by refusing 

their request, so he adopted a 

stalling maneuver. He did 

something with the intention of 

slowing them down, trusting 

that if the work could be 

delayed, Moses would 

reappear. This is what he said: 

Aaron answered them, “Take 

off the gold earrings that your 

wives, your sons, and your 

daughters are wearing, and 

bring them to me.” (Ex. 32:2) 
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According to the Midrash, 

he thought this would 

create arguments within 

families and the project 

would be delayed. Instead, 

immediately thereafter, 

without a pause, we read: 

So, all the people took off 

their earrings and brought 

them to Aaron (Ex. 32:3). 

Again the same generosity. 

Now, these two projects 

could not be less alike. One, 

the Tabernacle, was holy. 

The other, the Calf, was 

close to being an idol. 

Building the Tabernacle was 

a supreme mitzvah; making 

the Calf was a terrible sin. 

Yet their response was the 

same in both cases. Hence 

this comment of the Sages: 

One cannot understand the 

nature of this people. If 

they are appealed to for a 

Calf, they give. If appealed 

to for the Tabernacle, they 

give (Yerushalmi Shekalim 

1, 45). The common factor 

was generosity. Jews may 

not always make the right 

choices in what they give 

to, but they give. 

In the twelfth century, 

Moses Maimonides twice 

interrupts his customary 

calm legal prose in his law 

code, the Mishneh Torah, to 

make the same point. 

Speaking about tzedakah, 

charity, he says: “We have 

never seen or heard about a 

Jewish community which 

does not have a charity 

fund.” (Laws of Gifts to the 

poor, 9:3) The idea that a 

Jewish community could 

exist without a network of 
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Times 

Weekly Times  

Shacharit: Sun.  

Mon.  

Tues. & Wed.  

Thurs. & Fri.           
Rosh Chodesh  

Mincha 

7:30/8:30 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:45/7:45 am 

6:30/7:45 am 

5:35 pm  

Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting  5:31 pm 

Friday Mincha 5:35 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main Sanctuary 9:00 am 

Youth Minyan 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 4:55 pm 

Mincha/SS 5:25 pm 

Shabbat Ends 6:40 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

March 5 9:14/10:12 am 

March 12 9:08/10:07 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Vayikra 

Candle Lighting 5:39 pm 

Mincha 5:40 pm                 

Kiddush is sponsored by  

Great Neck Synagogue 
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charitable provisions was almost inconceivable. Later in the 

same book, Maimonides says: We are obligated to be more 

scrupulous in fulfilling the commandment of tzedakah than 

any other positive commandment because tzedakah is the 

sign of the righteous person, a descendant of Abraham our 

father, as it is said, “For I know him, that he will command 

his children…to do tzedakah”…If someone is cruel and does 

not show mercy, there are sufficient grounds to suspect his 

lineage, since cruelty is found only among the other 

nations…Whoever refuses to give charity is called Belial, the 

same term which is applied to idol worshippers (Laws of 

Gifts to the poor, 10:1-3). Maimonides is here saying more 

than that Jews give charity. He is saying that a charitable 

disposition is written into Jewish genes, part of our 

inherited DNA. It is one of the signs of being a child of 

Abraham, so much so that if someone does not give charity 

there are “grounds to suspect his lineage.” Whether this is 

nature or nurture or both, to be Jewish is to give. 

There is a fascinating feature of the geography of the land 

of Israel. It contains two seas: the Sea of Galilee and the 

Dead Sea. The Sea of Galilee is full of life. The Dead Sea, as 

its name implies, is not. Yet they are fed by the same river, 

the Jordan. The difference is that the Sea of Galilee receives 

water and gives water. The Dead Sea receives but does not 

give. To receive but not to give is, in Jewish geography as 

well as Jewish psychology, simply not life. So it was in the 

time of Moses. So it is today. In virtually every country in 

which Jews live, their charitable giving is out of all 

proportion to their numbers. In Judaism, to live is to give. 

 

 

GNS Class Schedule 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff  

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan                                  

Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 
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https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/287856
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW DROP OFF ADDRESS 

All Friday food donations for Hunger Initiative should be left 

in the coolers at 19 Crampton Avenue. Please make sure 

your food is nearly packaged and labeled. If you have any 

questions or need containers for donations please contact 

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com or text at 

516.317.9632.  

Monday, 27 Adar I 

Alan Adler for Bella Adler  

Alan Adler for Murray Adler 

Tuesday, 28 Adar I 

Philip Berman for Marks Berman 

Michael Aryeh for Morris Schultz 

Wednesday, 29 Adar I 

Fred Shaw for Selma Shaw 

Mansour Farhadian for Nazanin Sohayegh 

Friday, 1 Adar II 

Joyce Dacher for Marvin Wolfman 

Saturday, 2 Adar II 

Harry Lumerman for Todrys Lumerman 

Sunday, 3 Adar II 

Milton Mitzner for Pearl Drucker 

Monday, 4 Adar II 

Steven Berkowitz for Jack Berkowitz 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

Mazal Tov to Meryl & Mark Friedman on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children Jared & Serah Friedman.  

CHANGE TO SHUL CLOUD 

In the coming weeks our shul will be making the transition 

from Chaverware and Chaverweb to Shul Cloud. The 

change will make it easier for everyone to access their  

records and pay bills through the new portal. As such, we 

can no longer accept payments through Chaverweb. If you 

want to make a payment you can either call the office or 

make a payment on our website https://www.gns.org/open

-donation-to-great-neck-synagogue/ and in the message 

box let us know what you are paying. We hope that in the 

future the process will be a much simpler and easier way 

to help with your synagogue obligations. 

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Chaverim Center has restarted meets every other       

Wednesday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm. Listed below are 

the remaining dates and programs until Pesach.  

March 2nd - NSHA students speak about their Chesed Trip 

to Kentucky 

March 23rd - Relaxation session with Robyn Blumner 

April 6th - Pesach talk with Speaker TBA 

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                 

GNS has several members that live alone and would warmly 

welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you are hosting 

Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for another person 

to include, please email Rabbi Polakoff at dpolakoff@gns.org 

or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org who will provide you 

with the name and contact information of people you can 

invite. You may not know them, they may be from a                           

different generation or they may daven in a different GNS 

minyan than you do, but we are all part of the same GNS 

family.  

BNEI AKIVA SHLUCHOT                                                                                   

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for Shabbat 

meals. The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is a summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders. The program 

brings together Jewish teens who want to explore how             

Judaism informs and challenges Western thought,                                

philosophy, and politics. There will be two summer sessions: 

June 27-July 7 and July 25-August 4. Visit https://

tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/ to learn more about it.  

SISTERHOOD MISHLOACH MANOT                                                        

Order Deadline is Monday, March 1, 2022. Click here to 

order online or email order form to vivian@vikron.com. 

Packages: $26 (inc. shipping to NY, NJ, CT)  

Order and pickup at GNS to deliver yourself: $18  

Sponsor a Bikur Cholim package: $18  

GNS CHESED THANKS YOU                                                                                                   

Thank you to those who collected and participated by             

dropping off much needed clothing, toiletries and back 

packs. This was a tremendous success with many car loads 

being dropped off to the Gemach.   

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS - 

SPONSOR MISHLOACH MANOT/VOLUNTEER TO MAKE 

DELIVERIES                                                                                                                                                                                     

For Purim, GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections are 

planning to distribute beautiful mishloach manot packages 

from Kandi King to members of our shul that could benefit 

from our outreach. If you would like to volunteer to make 

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor mishloach manot ($18/package and there are 

about 60 recipients), please contact Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net. For sponsorship payment, please either 

venmo to @vivian-kron or mail check payable to GNS        

Sisterhood. Thank you very much! 

SEFORIM GEMACH                                                                              

Seforim Gemach of Queens has reopened and we are           

restocking. If you have used seforim that are good shape 

and would like to put them to good use please contact                  

Rabbi Steve Moskowitz at smoskowitz@saracademy.org  

or by cell/text at 516-220-7177. We will come to your home 

to pickup. We do not take shaimot. All proceeds from             

seforim go to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens.   

BLOOD DRIVE 

The Men’s Club Blood Drive will be held on Sunday, March 

13th from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm in the GNS Gym. To 

book an appointment, visit nybc.org and click on “Donate 

Blood” or email reind@sullcrom.com. All donors welcome 

and appreciated!”   
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https://www.gns.org/sisterhood-purim/
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