
How do you remotivate a 

demoralized people? How 

do you put the pieces of 

a broken nation back 

together again? That was 

the challenge faced by 

Moses in this week’s 

parsha. The key word 

here is vayakhel, “Moses 

gathered.” Kehillah 

means community. A 

kehillah or kahal is a 

group of people 

assembled for a given 

purpose. That purpose 

can be positive or 

negative, constructive or 

destructive. The same 

word that appears at the 

beginning of this week’s 

parsha as the beginning 

of the solution, appeared 

in last week’s parsha as 

the start of the problem: 

“When the people saw 

that Moses was so long in 

coming down from the 

mountain, they gathered 

[vayikahel] around Aaron 

and said, ‘Make us a god 

to lead us. As for this 

man Moses who brought 

us up out of Egypt, we 

don’t know what has 

happened to him.’” 

The difference between 

the two kinds of kehillah 

is that one results in 

order, the other in chaos. 

Coming down the 

mountain to see the 

golden calf, we read that 

“Moses saw that the 

people were running wild 

and that Aaron had let 

them get out of control 

and so become a laughingstock 

to their enemies.” The verb 

 meansפרא,  like the similarפרע, 

“loose, unbridled, 

unrestrained.” There is an 

assembly that is disciplined, 

task-oriented and purposeful. 

And there is an assembly that 

is a mob. It has a will of its 

own. People in crowds lose 

their sense of self-restraint. 

They get carried along in a 

wave of emotion. Normal 

deliberative thought-processes 

become bypassed by the more 

primitive feelings or the group. 

There is, as neuroscientists put 

it, an “amygdala hijack.” 

Passions run wild. There have 

been famous studies of this: 

Charles Mackay’s Extraordinary 

Popular Delusions and the 

Madness of Crowds (1841), 

Gustave Le Bon’s The Crowd: a 

study of the popular mind 

(1895), and Wilfred Trotter’s 

Instincts of the Herd in Peace 

and War (1914). One of the 

most haunting works on the 

subject is Jewish Nobel prize-

winner Elias Canetti’s Crowds 

and Power (1960, English 

translation 1962). 

Vayakhel is Moses’ response to 

the wild abandon of the crowd 

that gathered around Aaron 

and made the golden calf. He 

does something fascinating. He 

does not oppose the people, as 

he did initially when he saw the 

golden calf. Instead, he uses 

the same motivation that drove 

them in the first place. They 

wanted to create something 

that would be a sign that God 

was among them: not on the 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Vayakhel 
heights of a mountain but in 

the midst of the camp. He 

appeals to the same sense 

of generosity that made 

them offer up their gold 

ornaments. The difference is 

that they are now acting in 

accordance with God’s 

command, not their own 

spontaneous feelings. He 

asks the Israelites to make 

voluntary contributions to 

the construction of the 

Tabernacle, the Sanctuary, 

the Mikdash. They do so 

with such generosity that 

Moses has to order them to 

stop. If you want to bond 

human beings so that they 

act for the common good, 

get them to build something 

together. Get them to 

undertake a task that they 

can only achieve together, 

that none can do alone. 

The power of this principle 

was demonstrated in a 

famous social-scientific 

research exercise carried 

out in 1954 by Muzafer 

Sherif and others from the 

University of Oklahoma, 

known as the Robbers’ Cave 

experiment. Sherif wanted 

to understand the dynamics 

of group conflict and 

prejudice. To do so, he and 

his fellow researchers 

selected a group of 22 

white, eleven-year-old boys, 

none of whom had met one 

another before. They were 

taken to a remote summer 

camp in Robbers Cave State 

Park, Oklahoma. They were 

randomly allocated into two 
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Shabbat Times  
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Friday Mincha 5:25 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 
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Youth Minyan 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 
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Mincha 5:35 pm                 
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Michael Aryeh  

in memory of Morris Schultz z”l 
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Rosh Chodesh                   
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Molad: Thurs. March 3                 
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Rosh Chodesh:             

Thurs. & Fri. March 3-4 
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groups. Initially neither group knew of the existence of the 

other. They were staying in cabins far apart. The first week 

was dedicated to team-building. The boys hiked and swam 

together. Each group chose a name for itself – they became 

The Eagles and the Rattlers. They stenciled the names on 

their shirts and flags. Then, for four days they were 

introduced to one another through a series of competitions. 

There were trophies, medals and prizes for the winners, and 

nothing for the losers. Almost immediately there was 

tension between them: name-calling, teasing, and 

derogatory songs. It got worse. Each burned the other’s 

flag and raided their cabins. They objected to eating 

together with the others in the same dining hall. 

Stage 3 was called the ‘integration phase’. Meetings were 

arranged. The two groups watched films together. They lit 

Fourth-of-July firecrackers together. The hope was that 

these face-to-face encounters would lessen tensions and 

lead to reconciliation. They didn’t. Several broke up with 

the children throwing food at one another.  

In stage 4, the researchers arranged situations in which a 

problem arose that threatened both groups simultaneously. 

The first was a blockage in the supply of drinking water to 

the camp. The two groups identified the problem separately 

and gathered at the point where the blockage had occurred. 

They worked together to remove it and celebrated together 

when they succeeded. In another, both groups voted to 

watch some films. The researchers explained that the films 

would cost money to hire, and there was not enough in 

camp funds to do so. Both groups agreed to contribute an 

equal share to the cost. In a third, the coach on which they 

were travelling stalled, and the boys had to work together 

to push it. By the time the trials were over, the boys had 

stopped having negative images of the other side. On the 

final bus ride home, the members of one team used their 

prize money to buy drinks for everyone. 

Similar outcomes have emerged from other studies. The 

conclusion is revolutionary. You can turn even hostile 

factions into a single cohesive group so long as they are 

faced with a shared challenge that all can achieve together 

but none can do alone. Rabbi Norman Lamm, former 

President of Yeshiva University, once remarked that he 

knew of only one joke in the Mishnah, the statement that 

“Scholars increase peace in the world” (Brachot 64a). 

Rabbis are known for their disagreements. How then can 

they be said to increase peace in the world?  

I suggest that the passage is not a joke but a precisely 

calibrated truth. To understand it we must read the                      

continuation: “Scholars increase peace in the world as it is 

said, ‘All your children shall be learned of the Lord and 

great will be the peace of your children’ (Isaiah 54:13). 

Read not ‘your children’ but ‘your builders.’” When scholars 

become builders they create peace. If you seek to create a 

community out of strongly individualistic people, you have 

to turn them into builders. That is what Moses did in 

Vayakhel. 

Team-building, even after a disaster like the golden calf, is 

neither a mystery nor a miracle. It is done by setting the 

group a task, one that speaks to their passions and one no 

subsection of the group can achieve alone. It must be           

constructive. Every member of the group must be able to 

make a unique contribution and then feel that it has been 

valued. Each must be able to say, with pride: I helped 

make this. That is what Moses understood and did. He 

knew that if you want to build a team, create a team that 

builds. 

 

GNS Class Schedule 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff  

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan                                  

Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW DROP OFF ADDRESS 

All Friday food donations for Hunger Initiative should be left 

in the coolers at 19 Crampton Avenue. Please make sure 

your food is nearly packaged and labeled. If you have any 

questions or need containers for donations please contact 

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com or text at 

516.317.9632.  

Monday, 20 Adar I 

Jeroen Bours for Eric Bours 

Meryl Friedman for Hyman Karten 

Annie Mendelson for Samuel Maultasch 

Roselin Wagner for Rose Wagner 

Tuesday, 21 Adar I 

Norma Bilbool for Rose Bilbool 

Jerrald Weinstein for Edward Weinstein 

Tricia Moslin for Estelle Solomon 

Wednesday, 22 Adar I 

Perry Schneider for Philip Schneider 

Thursday, 23 Adar I 

Gary Chubak for Ida Chubak 

Edward Goodman for Harvey Goodman 

Raphael Shaya for David Shaya 

Gideon Yudelowitz for Harold Yudelowitz 

Friday, 24 Adar I 

Cindy Ludwig for Alvin Gelber 

Myles Mittelman for Sophie Mittelman 

Edwin Rosman for Pearl Pfefferman 

Rabbi Esor Ben-Sorek for Shimon Winer 

Saturday, 25 Adar I 

Hal Chadow for Diane Chadow 

Hal Chadow for Minnie Chadow 

Rose Goldsmith for Paul Brody 

Irene Dicker for Dora Mermelstein 

Raphael Shaya for Victoria Shaya 

Sunday, 26 Adar I 

Charles Berger for William Berger 

Elena Berkowitz for Florita Fridman 

Annie Mendelson for Robert Meisel 

Monday, 27 Adar I 

Alan Adler for Bella Adler  

Alan Adler for Murray Adler 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is a summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders. More                            

information at https://tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/.  

Mazal Tov to Larry Horn on his marriage to Donna          

Feldman.  

CHANGE TO SHUL CLOUD 

In the coming weeks our shul will be making the transition 

from Chaverware and Chaverweb to Shul Cloud. The 

change will make it easier for everyone to access their  

records and pay bills through the new portal. As such, we 

can no longer accept payments through Chaverweb. If you 

want to make a payment you can either call the office or 

make a payment on our website https://www.gns.org/open

-donation-to-great-neck-synagogue/ and in the message 

box let us know what you are paying. We hope that in the 

future the process will be a much simpler and easier way 

to help with your synagogue obligations. 

GNS YOUTH EVENTS                                                                  

Saturday Night, Feb. 26th - Boys Grades 1-4 Mini                         

Shabbaton, Video Game Truck, 7:00-9:00 pm, pizza & 

movie included, $15/members, $20/non-members 

Friday Night, March 11th - Family Friday Night                              

See Flyer for all the details and registration. RSVP by Feb. 

25th online here or call the shul office.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Chaverim Center has restarted meets every other       

Wednesday from 11:30 am - 1:30 pm. Listed below are 

the remaining dates and programs until Pesach.  

March 2nd - NSHA students speak about their Chesed Trip 

to Kentucky 

March 23rd - Relaxation session with Robyn Blumner 

April 6th - Pesach talk with Speaker TBA 

BNEI AKIVA SHLUCHOT                                                                                   

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for Shabbat 

meals. The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 

SISTERHOOD MISHLOACH MANOT                                                        

Order Deadline is Monday, March 1, 2022. Click here to 

order online or email order form to vivian@vikron.com. 

Packages: $26 (inc. shipping to NY, NJ, CT)  

Order and pickup at GNS to deliver yourself: $18  

Sponsor a Bikur Cholim package: $18  

GNS CHESED THANKS YOU                                                                                                   

Thank you to those who collected and participated by             

dropping off much needed clothing, toiletries and back 

packs. This was a tremendous success with many car loads 

being dropped off to the Gemach.   

SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

Sunday Breakfast by Hal & Debbie Chadow in memory of 

his mother Diane Chadow z”l.  

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM AND GNS CONNECTIONS - 

SPONSOR MISHLOACH MANOT/VOLUNTEER TO MAKE 

DELIVERIES                                                                                                                                                                                     

For Purim, GNS Bikur Cholim and GNS Connections are 

planning to distribute beautiful mishloach manot packages 

from Kandi King to members of our shul that could benefit 

from our outreach. If you would like to volunteer to make 

deliveries (could be used for high school chesed hours) or 

sponsor mishloach manot ($18/package and there are 

about 60 recipients), please contact Diane Rein at 

drein@verizon.net. For sponsorship payment, please either 

venmo to @vivian-kron or mail check payable to GNS        

Sisterhood. Thank you very much! 

SEFORIM GEMACH                                                                              

Seforim Gemach of Queens has reopened and we are           

restocking. If you have used seforim that are good shape 

and would like to put them to good use please contact                  

Rabbi Steve Moskowitz at smoskowitz@saracademy.org  

or by cell/text at 516-220-7177. We will come to your home 

to pickup. We do not take shaimot. All proceeds from             

seforim go to Tomchei Shabbos of Queens.   
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