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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.  

 כי יהיה להם דבר בא אלי 
“When they have a matter, it comes to me…” (18:16) 

Why does the text not read: “When they have a matter, they come to me?” Moshe viewed 

each case as if the matter, rather than the individuals, had come before him. This means that he 

treated each “matter” impartially and objectively, without regard to the personalities or other 

extraneous considerations involved.           (Rabbi Chaim Berlin) 

 אם את הדבר הזה תעשה וצוך אלקים ויכלת עמד וגם כל העם הזה  על מקמו יבא בשלום 
“If you shall so this thing – and G-d shall command you – then you will be able to endure, and this 
entire people, as well, shall arrive at its destination in peace.” (18:23)  

The Sages term a compromise “peace” because in such an arrangement, neither of the 

disputing parties emerges as the loser. However, according to Jewish law, a compromise can be 

made only in cases where the court has no clear directives as to how to law of Torah is to be 

applied. Once it is known to the court how the Torah is inclined, compromises are not permitted.  

In view of this rule, Yitro said to Moshe: “If you decide all legal questions single-handedly, 

you will not be able to arrange a compromise, for to you the law is always abundantly clear. But if 

will delegate some of the authority to lesser judges, it will be possible for them to arrange 

compromises because the law will not always be clear to them, and then all this people shall go to 

their places in peace, they will be satisfied with the compromise arbitrated in their disputes.”       

              (Rabbi Chaim Berlin) 

 את הדבר הקשה יביאון אל משה וכל הדבר הקטן ישפוטו הם 
“The hard cases they brought to Moshe, but every small matter they judged themselves.” (18:26) 

Yitro said to Moshe: Every great matter they shall bring to thee” (18:22) but the narrative 

states that the “hard cases” were brought to Moshe. These two statements show the difference 

between the other nations and the Jewish people with regard to the settling of legal disputes. With 

other nations, the importance of the case is determined by the amount of money involved. Thus, 

litigation involving “great” amounts is assigned to a higher court of justice, while cases with smaller 

amounts at stake are left to lower courts. In Jewish religious law, on the other hand, the amount of 

money involved in a dispute is of no concern.               (Torah Treasures)  

 



 

 בחדש השלישי לצאת בני ישראל מארץ מצרים ביום הזה באו מדבר סיני 

“In the third month from the Exodus of Israel from Egypt, on the day they arrived at the 
wilderness of Sinai…” (19:1) 

 Instead of teaching that Klal Yisrael arrived “on that day,” the Torah stresses “on this day.” 

Chazal (Midrash Tanchuma Yitro 13:13) explain that the Torah is conveying to us a message: The 

words of Torah must be new and beloved as if they were given on this day – today.  

 An old object loses its significance in man’s eyes because he no longer sees a need for it. 

Man is constantly impressed by innovations, and he discard the old. However, if he would truly 

value something, he would never discard it just because of its age. Food does not lose its 

significance just because one eats so often! The same is true of light. Does anyone question its 

value just because he is accustomed to it? To one who knows Torah’s true significance, the Torah 

never loses its valuable status. It remains as important today as it was on the day it was given over 

three thousand years ago.            (Pirkei Torah) 

 אנכי ה' אלקיך אשר הוצאתיך מארץ מצרים 

“I am the L-rd, your G-d, who took you out of Egypt…” (20:2) 

 The Mekhilta writes that Hashem took us out of Egypt so that we should accept the 

Kingdom of Heaven upon ourselves. This commandment was given in the singular (…your G-d, who 

brought you from Egypt) because the knowledge of G-d and the ability to perceive the power and 

providence of our Creator of the Universe is not given to everyone in equal measure. Each person 

understands these things in a manner commensurate with his mental and spiritual capacities, his 

knowledge of the Law and his work on behalf of Judaism, so that every man will have a different 

conception of the L-rd who has proclaimed Himself to be His G-d.                       (Siftei Kohen) 

 לא תשא את שם ה' אלקיך לשוא 

“You shall not take the name of Hashem, your G-d, in vain…” (20:7) 

 An alternate rendering is “You shall not bear the Name of the L-rd, your G-d in vain…” You 

shall not carry the Name of G-d on any person in a dishonest manner, meaning, you shall not 

pretend to be more honest and pious than you really are.        (Or HaChaim) 

 

 

 

  This week’s publication is sponsored by Dr. Paul and Drora Brody and the Brody Bunch, 

commemorating Paul’s Bar Mitzvah Parsha Yisro, as well as celebrating the marriage, in Israel, of Dana 

Aderet to Ben Glass, originally from London, who met in Yerushalayim, after they each made Aliyah.                                

For future sponsorship opportunities or to receive this publication, please call Steve Zuckerman at 516 652 

5266 or email zkster@aol.com or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org. Sponsorships in memory of or in honor of 

someone are $50.00 per issue. 

mailto:zkster@aol.com
mailto:ilichter@gns.org

