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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   
 

 כי אני  הכבדתי  את לבו ואת לב עבדיו ל מען שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו 
 “I have hardened Pharaoh’s heart…that I might show these My signs in the midst of them…” 
(10:1) 

By virtue of their exodus from Egypt, the Children of Israel were granted two such “signs”; 

namely, the Sabbath (“for it is a sign between Me and you” – Shemot 31:16-17) and the Tefillin 

(“thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand” – Devarim 6:4-9). In either case, the Law specifies 

that these signs are intended to recall to us the exodus from Egypt. Hashem said, “…that I might 

show these My signs in the midst of them. Through the miracles that come to pass at the time of the 

exodus, I will give Israel My two signs – the Sabbath and the Tefillin.”       (Mo’or VaShamesh)  

 ולמען תספר באזני בנך ובן בנ ך את אשר התעללתי במצרים...וידעתם כי אני ה' 
 “And so that you may relate in the ears of your son and your son’s son that I made a mockery of 
Egypt…was you may know that I am Hashem.” (10:2) 

Said Hashem to Israel: “If you will diligently impress the greatness of G-d upon your children 

and grandchildren, you yourselves will grow in strength of faith and in knowledge of G-d, and you 

will know that I am the L-rd.”                     (Toledot Adam) 

 ויאמר  מש ה בנערינו ובזקנינו נלך...כי חג  ה' לנו 
 “And Moshe said, ‘We will go with our young and with our old…for we must hold a feast to the  
L-rd.” (10:9) 

“The reason why we must take our young with us,” Moshe said to Pharoah, “is that we must 

hold a feast to the L-rd, and how could we rejoice or celebrate a holiday if we were to leave our 

children behind in an alien land? Without our children, no joy can be complete.”    (Shem MiShmuel) 

 לא ראו איש את אחיו ולא ק מו איש  מתחתיו 
“They did not see one another, nor did any of them rise form his place…” (10:23) 

The worst darkness is that blindness in which one person will not “see another,” refusing to 

look upon his misery and to help him. He who will not “see another” will himself become incapable 

of “rising from his place;” that is, of growth and development.         (Chiddushei HaRim) 



 

This may also have been the thought of the Sages of the Midrash when they stated the 

darkness which enveloped the land of Egypt was as thick as a golden dinar. The pursuit of the 

golden dinar makes men selfish so that they become unwilling and unable to “see” others and their 

needs.                   (Avnei Ezel) 

 ולקחתם אגדת אזוב  ו טבלתם בדם אשר בסף והגעתם אל  המשקו ף ו אל שתי  המזוזת מן  הדם אשר בסף 
 “And you shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it into the blood that is in the basin, and strike the 
lintel and the two side-posts with the blood that is in the basin…” (12:22) 

This is to teach you that even if you should be as lowly as the hyssop which grows low on 

the ground, as long as you will be bound together into one united group, ready to give of your life-

blood for Judaism, you will be able to “strike (lit. reach) the lintel”; you will be able to attain high 

places.                 (Nehmad Mizahav) 

 שבעת ימים תאכל מצת...מצות יאכל את שבעת ימים 

“Seven days you shall eat matzot…matzot shall be eaten for seven days.” (13:6-7) 

QUESTION: 1) Why does the first verse say “tochal” – “you shall eat” – while the second 

verse says “yei’acheil” – “shall be eaten” in the passive form? 2) Why in the first verse is matzot 

written without a vav and in the second verse with a vav? 

ANSWER: It is incumbent upon each person to give ma’ot chitin before Pesach so that the 

poor will be able to properly celebrate the Yom Tov (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 429). The first 

verse is referring to the giver and commands “tochal” – that he eat matzot to celebrate Pesach. The 

second verse is teaching that in addition to your celebrating, you must make sure that “yei’acheil” - 

“matzot shall be eaten” by those who cannot afford it. They too must celebrate the festival for 

seven days. 

A person may skimp on his own portion of matzah, but he has no permission to skimp on 

the poor man’s portion. The poor must be provided with everything in the fullest measure in order 

to have a happy and joyous Yom Tov. Consequently, when the Torah mentions your eating (tochal), 

the word “matzot” is written without a vav. However, to indicate that a person should make sure 

that the poor are able to eat (yei’acheil), the word “matzot” is spelled with a vav, alluding that the 

needs of the poor must be provided in the fullest measure.          (Vilna Gaon) 
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