
To gain insight into the 

unique leadership lesson 

of this week’s parsha, I 

often ask an audience to 

perform a thought-

experiment. Imagine you 

are the leader of a people 

that is enslaved and 

oppressed, that has 

suffered exile for more 

than two centuries. Now, 

after a series of miracles, 

it is about to go free. You 

assemble them and rise 

to address them. They 

are waiting expectantly 

for your words. This is a 

defining moment they will 

never forget. What will 

you speak about? Most 

people answer: freedom. 

That was Abraham 

Lincoln’s decision in the 

Gettysburg Address when 

he invoked the memory 

of “a new nation, 

conceived in liberty,” and 

looked forward to “a new 

birth of freedom.” Some 

suggest that they would 

inspire the people by 

talking about the 

destination that lay 

ahead, the “land flowing 

with milk and honey.” Yet 

others say they would 

warn the people of the 

dangers and challenges 

that they would 

encounter on what 

Nelson Mandela called 

“the long walk to 

freedom.” Any of these 

would have been the 

great speech of a great 

leader. Guided by God, 

Moses did none of these 

things. That is what 

made him a unique 

leader. If you examine 

the text in Parshat Bo, 

you will see three times 

he reverted to the same 

theme: children, education and 

the distant future. And when 

your children ask you, “What 

do you mean by this rite?” you 

shall say, “It is the Passover 

sacrifice to the Lord, because 

He passed over the houses of 

the Israelites in Egypt when he 

smote the Egyptians but saved 

our houses.” (Ex. 12:26-27) 

And you shall explain to your 

child on that day, “It is 

because of what the Lord did 

for me when I went free from 

Egypt.” (Ex. 13:8) And when, 

in time to come, your child 

asks you, saying, “What does 

this mean?” you shall say to 

him, “It was with a mighty 

hand that the Lord brought us 

out from Egypt, the house of 

bondage.” (Ex. 13:14) 

It is one of the most counter-

intuitive acts in the history of 

leadership. Moses did not 

speak about today or 

tomorrow. He spoke about the 

distant future and the duty of 

parents to educate their 

children. He even hinted – as 

Jewish tradition understood – 

that we should encourage our 

children to ask questions, so 

that the handing on of the 

Jewish heritage would be not a 

matter of rote learning but of 

active dialogue between 

parents and children. So, Jews 

became the only people in 

history to predicate their very 

survival on education. The 

most sacred duty of parents 

was to teach their children. 

Pesach itself became an 

ongoing seminar in the 

handing on of memory. 

Judaism became the religion 

whose heroes were teachers 

and whose passion was study 

and the life of the mind. The 
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Mesopotamians built 

ziggurats. The Egyptians 

built pyramids. The Greeks 

built the Parthenon. The 

Romans built the Coliseum. 

Jews built schools. That is 

why they alone, of all the 

civilizations of the ancient 

world are still alive and 

strong, still continuing their 

ancestors’ vocation, their 

heritage intact and 

undiminished. Moses’ 

insight was profound. He 

knew that you cannot 

change the world by 

externalities alone, by 

monumental architecture, 

or armies and empires, or 

the use of force and power. 

How many empires have 

come and gone while the 

human condition remains 

untransformed and 

unredeemed? 

There is only one way to 

change the world, and that 

is by education. You have to 

teach children the 

importance of justice, 

righteousness, kindness and 

compassion. You have to 

teach them that freedom 

can only be sustained by 

the laws and habits of self-

restraint. You have 

continually to remind them 

of the lessons of history, 

“We were slaves to Pharaoh 

in Egypt,” because those 

who forget the bitterness of 

slavery eventually lose the 

commitment and courage to 

fight for freedom. And you 

have to empower children 

to ask, challenge and argue. 

You have to respect them if 

they are to respect the 

values you wish them to 

embrace. This is a lesson 

most cultures still have not 
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learned after more than three thousand years. Revolutions, 

protests and civil wars still take place, encouraging people 

to think that removing a tyrant or having a democratic 

election will end corruption, create freedom, and lead to 

justice and the rule of law – and still people are surprised 

and disappointed when it does not happen. All that happens 

is a change of faces in the corridors of power. 

In one of the great speeches of the twentieth century, a 

distinguished American justice, Judge Learned Hand, said: I 

often wonder whether we do not rest our hopes too much 

upon constitutions, upon laws and upon courts. These are 

false hopes; believe me, these are false hopes. Liberty lies 

in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no 

constitution, no law, no court can save it; no constitution, 

no law, no court can even do much to help it. What God 

taught Moses was that the real challenge does not lie in 

gaining freedom; it lies in sustaining it, keeping the spirit of 

liberty alive in the hearts of successive generations. That 

can only be done through a sustained process of education. 

Nor is this something that can be delegated away to 

teachers and schools. Some of it has to take place within 

the family, at home, and with the sacred obligation that 

comes from religious duty. No one ever saw this more 

clearly than Moses, and only because of his teachings have 

Jews and Judaism survived. 

What makes leaders great is that they think ahead, 

worrying not about tomorrow but about next year, or the 

next decade, or the next generation. In one of his finest 

speeches Robert F. Kennedy spoke of the power of leaders 

to transform the world when they have a clear vision of a 

possible future: Some believe there is nothing one man or 

one woman can do against the enormous array of the 

world’s ills — against misery, against ignorance, or injustice 

and violence. Yet many of the world’s great movements, of 

thought and action, have flowed from the work of a single 

man. A young monk began the Protestant reformation, a 

young general extended an empire from Macedonia to the 

borders of the earth, and a young woman reclaimed the 

territory of France. It was a young Italian explorer who 

discovered the New World, and 32 year-old Thomas 

Jefferson who proclaimed that all men are created equal. 

‘Give me a place to stand,’ said Archimedes, ‘and I will 

move the world.’ These men moved the world, and so can 

we all.” 

 

Visionary leadership forms the text and texture of Judaism. 

It was the book of Proverbs that said, “Without a vision 

[chazzon] the people perish.” (Prov. 29:18). That vision in 

the minds of the Prophets was always of a long-term            

future. God told Ezekiel that a Prophet is a watchman, one 

who climbs to a high vantage-point and so can see the 

danger in the distance, before anyone else is aware of it at 

ground level (Ezek. 33:1-6). The Sages said, “Who is wise? 

One who sees the long-term consequences [ha-nolad].” 

Two of the greatest leaders of the twentieth century, 

Churchill and Ben Gurion, were also distinguished                           

historians. Knowing the past, they could anticipate the   

future. They were like Chess Masters who, because they 

have studied thousands of games recognize almost                        

immediately the dangers and possibilities in any                                 

configuration of the pieces on the board. They know what 

will happen if you make this move or that. 

If you want to be a great leader in any field, from Prime 

Minister to parent, it is essential to think long-term. Never 

choose the easy option because it is simple or fast or yields 

immediate satisfaction. You will pay a high price in the end. 

Moses was the greatest leader because he thought further 

ahead than anyone else. He knew that real change in              

human behavior is the work of many generations.                                 

Therefore, we must place as our highest priority educating 

our children in our ideals so that what we begin they will 

continue until the world changes because we have 

changed. He knew that if you plan for a year, plant rice. If 

you plan for a decade, plant a tree. If you plan for                           

posterity, educate a child. Moses’ lesson, thirty-three             

centuries old, is still compelling today. 

 

GNS Class Schedule 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff  

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan                                  

Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 



 

JANUARY CHESED OPPORTUNITY 



 

TORAT IMECHA NACH SHABBAT 

https://www.gns.org/events/torat-imecha-nach-shabbat/
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SAVE THE DATE - PURIM MIXERADE 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW DROP OFF ADDRESS 

All Friday food donations for Hunger Initiative should be left 

in the coolers at 19 Crampton Avenue. Please make sure 

your food is nearly packaged and labeled. If you have any 

questions or need containers for donations please contact 

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com or text at 

516.317.9632.  

Monday, 1 Shevat 

Michael Brisman for Joan Brisman 

Jonathan Brisman for Joan Brisman 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Shmuel Gabbaizadeh 

Mark Landa for Golda Landa 

Myles Mittelman for Jack Mittelman 

Anne Sandler for Harry Usher 

Howard Wolf for Emma Wolf 

Tuesday, 2 Shevat 

Chava Shalmon for Sh’maye Grinzpan 

Linda Horowitz for Arthur Kagan 

Ehsan Reyhanian for Aharon Reyhanian 

Liza Novogrudsky for Helen Young 

Wednesday, 3 Shevat 

Judy Lillien for Sam Haimsohn 

Rhonda Lipsky for Nathan Olk 

Thursday, 4 Shevat 

Mahin Aryeh for Rafael Aryeh 

Michael Aryeh for Rafael Aryeh 

Nathaniel Aryeh for Rafael Aryeh 

Holly Hoenig for Irene Burns 

Philip Hanfling for Max Hanfling 

Jeffrey Wiesenfeld for Markus Wiesenfeld 

Friday, 5 Shevat 

Mitchell Siegel for Helen Siegel 

Carol Berlin for Joseph Simon 

Saturday, 6 Shevat 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Ayuma bat Moshiach Gabbai 

Elliot Engelstein for Steven Engelstein 

Sunday, 7 Shevat 

Arnold Breitbart for Lucy Breitbart 

Adeline Markowitz for Leon Perlman 

Monday, 8 Shevat 

Kenneth Magida for Sidney Magida 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders from around 

the world. The program brings together Jewish teens who 

want to explore how Judaism informs and challenges            

Western thought, philosophy, and politics. Two sessions: 

6/27-7/7 and 7/25-8/4. More information at https://

tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/.  

BNEI AKIVA SHLUCHOT                                                                                   

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for Shabbat 

meals. The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 

GNS JOURNEY SERIES IS BACK! 

Morocco: May 9-18 

Poland: July 19-24 

See Chazzan Spinner for more info.  

JANUARY CHESED 

Throughout January until Feb. 10th, please drop off:  

a) men’s, women’s & children’s clothing in good condition 

and stain free to the Lillien home, 35 Margaret Court   

b) backpacks, small rolling cases and sealed toiletries to 

the Yehaskel home, 17 Old Pond Rd. or the Sturm 

home, 15 Robin Way 

All donations will go to beautifulmemoriesgemach.org. 

Please do not drop off donations during Yeshiva Break - 

Jan. 23-30.  

INVITATION FOR SHABBAT MEALS                                                                                                                                                        

GNS has several members that live alone and would     

warmly welcome an invitation for a Shabbat meal. If you 

are hosting Shabbat dinner or lunch and have room for 

another person to include, please contact Rabbi Polakoff at 

dpolakoff@gns.org or Rabbi Lichter at ilichter@gns.org who 

will provide you with the name and contact information of 

people you can invite. You may not know them, they may 

be from a different generation or they may daven in a           

different GNS minyan than you do, but we are all part of 

the same GNS family. Hachnasat Orchim - welcoming 

guests into your home - is a big mitzvah! 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

For information or submissions to the new cookbook that 

Sisterhood is working on, please contact Judy Lillien at 

syny98@gmail.com or Cynthia Wiesenfeld at                                      

cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Pre-order your 2022 National Mahjongg League Cards 

through the Sisterhood. For more information, please                  

contact Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net. 

Deadline is January 24, 2022. 

TORAT IMECHA NACH SHABBAT 

On Shabbat, Jan. 14-15 GNS will host Rebbetzin Dr. Adina 

Shmidman, granddaughter of Rabbi & Rebbetzin Wolf z”l,  

as part of the OU’s Women Initiative Nach Shabbat. She 

will speak on Shabbat morning as well at a communal       

covid safe dinner on Friday night. The cost is $40/person 

and $20/children under 10. Please sign up to attend the 

dinner here. The event is sponsored by Mark & Sharon 

Twersky in memory of her parents Hannah & Roy Leff z”l 

and her sister Robin Greenstein z”l.  

Congratulations to Esther Baum on her promotion to             

Sergeant in the Israel Defense Forces. Mazal Tov to the  

entire family.  

Mazal Tov to Nadine & Joshua Shatzkes on the Bat    

Mitzvah of their daughter Sophia. Mazal Tov as well to            

grandparents Karen & Robert Spitalnick and great              

grandmother Giselle Steigman.  

PESACH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos, 

ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday,              

February 7th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Thank 

you very much to our SCOPE sponsors (we have about 80!) 

for their strong support by sponsoring 3 issues (Rosh 

Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a total cost of $100 

for the year. We strongly encourage others who are not 

currently SCOPE sponsors to have their names added. You 

can dedicate the sponsorship in honor or in memory of a 

loved one. Thank you so much! 
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