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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several 
questions and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: 
Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov 
Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great 
Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The 
Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 והיה כראותו כי אין  הנער ומת
 “And it will happen when Yaakov sees that Binyamin is not with us, that he will die…” (44:31) 

An impoverished old man once complained to Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk that his 

children neglected him. The Kotzker replied that this was an ancient fact of life. For in pleading for 

Binyamin’s freedom, Yehudah depicted Yaakov dying of grief. Why did he not dwell on the resulting 

anguish of Binyamin’s ten sons? Obviously because a father grieves far more over a child than a 

child over a father! 

The Ostrovster Rebbe explains why: Our traits are inherited from the earliest generations. 

(Hence the midrashic expression “rachmanim bnei rachmanim – merciful children of merciful 

parents.) Since Adam had children but no human father or mother, he developed compassion for 

his children but not for any parent. Therefore, to this day, we love our offspring more than our 

parents.                          (Pardes Yosef) 

 כי עבדך ערב את הנער מעם אבי ך...כי  איך אעל ה אל אבי והנער איננו אתי  
 “For your servant guaranteed the youth unto my father…so how can I go up to my father and the 
youth not be with me?” (44:32,34) 

Since the expression, “go up to my father” can be interpreted as returning to our Father,           

G-d, after our life on earth, Chassidic authors saw a deeper meaning in this passage: “How can we 

return to our Father in Heaven without having trained our youth to uphold the traditions of our 

people? For when we received the Torah, we guaranteed that our children would be taught 

faithfully in every generation.”                        (Iturei Torah)  

 ויאמר  יוסף אל אחיו אני יוס ף 
 “Yosef said to his brothers, “I am Yosef…” (45:3) 

During the entire period beginning from when Yosef’s brothers first came to buy grain in 

Egypt – when Yosef hid his identity from them, spoke very harshly to them and accused them of 

being spies – the brothers asked each other many questions: “What is this all about and why is it 

happening to us?” They looked for ways out and blamed one another. The second time that they 

came, they found themselves asking again, “What is this all about and why is Hashem doing this to 

us?” Until they heard from their brother’s mouth just two words, “Ani Yosef – I am Yosef.” 



 

Immediately, all of their questions, doubts, and bewilderment disappeared, and the whole matter 

became completely clear to them.  

So will it be when the entire world hears the two words, “Ani Hashem – I am Hashem.” 

Immediately, all of the questions about how the world has been running will be answered and the 

mysteries will be cleared up. Suddenly, it will all become perfectly clear, and all of humanity will see 

at the same moment that it was Hashem orchestrating everything – and only for our good.                  

           (Chafetz Chaim on the Torah) 

 ואת י הודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף ל הורת לפניו גשנ ה 
 “He sent Yehuda ahead of him to Yosef to prepare ahead of him in Goshen.” (46:28) 

Breishit Rabbah (95) states that Yaakov sent Yehuda ahead to establish a yeshiva where he 

could teach Torah. Since patriarchal times, the Jewish people have always maintained yeshiva study 

(Yoma 28). Their ancestor Shem established the first one. It therefore comes as no surprise that 

Yaakov did not wish to go down to Egypt until he opened a yeshiva there. But why did Yaakov 

assign this mission to Yehuda and not Levi, the Jewish people’s future teacher of Torah (Devarim 

33:10), or Yissachar, whose wisdom the Torah praises? (I Divrei HaYamim 12:33) 

Yaakov had already decided to hand over the mantle of leadership to Yehuda and wished to 

teach him a lesson about government: that religion and state must not be separated, contrary to 

the demands of “progressives” in recent generations. It is the king who must see to spreading Torah 

and observance among the Jewish people, and it is he who must go before the people, teaching and 

establishing Yeshivot from which the Torah can go forth.          (Ozna’aim LaTorah) 

What need was there to mention Yosef? Would Yehuda, on arriving in Egypt to establish a 

yeshivah, have approached anyone but him? 

But Yosef had told his brothers, “Tell my father of all my glory in Egypt and all that you saw” 

(45:13), namely, that his whole day was taken up with saving the lives of the starving people of the 

earth. Most people think that saving lives is the greatest mitzvah of all, and that it absolves us not 

only from all the other mitzvot, but even from learning and spreading Torah. Yaakov, therefore sent 

Yehuda to make it clear to Yosef that he was still obligated to establish yeshivot and spread Torah 

knowledge and the fear of G-d, as his forebears had done everywhere they went.       (Rav Sorotzkin) 
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