
The book of Bereishit 

ends on a sublime note of 

reconciliation between 

Jacob’s sons. Joseph’s 

brothers were afraid that 

he had not really forgiven 

them for selling him into 

slavery. They suspected 

that he was merely 

delaying his revenge until 

their father died. After 

Jacob’s death, they 

express their concern to 

him. But Joseph insists: 

“Do not be afraid. Am I in 

the place of God? You 

intended to harm me, but 

God intended it for good, 

to accomplish what is 

now being done, the 

saving of many lives. So 

then, do not be afraid. I 

will provide for you and 

your children.” And he 

reassured them and 

spoke kindly to them. 

(Gen. 50:19-21) This is 

the second time Joseph 

has said something like 

this to them. Earlier he 

spoke similarly when he 

first disclosed that he – 

the man they thought 

was an Egyptian viceroy 

called Tzophnat 

Pa’aneach – was in fact 

their brother Joseph: “I 

am your brother Joseph, 

the one you sold into 

Egypt! And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be angry 

with yourselves for selling me 

here, because it was to save 

lives that God sent me ahead 

of you. For two years now 

there has been famine in the 

land, and for the next five 

years there will be no 

ploughing and reaping. But 

God sent me ahead of you to 

preserve for you a remnant on 

earth and to save your lives by 

a great deliverance. So then, it 

was not you who sent me here, 

but God.” (Gen. 45:3-8) 

This is a crucial moment in the 

history of faith. It marks the 

birth of forgiveness, the first 

recorded moment at which one 

person forgives another for a 

wrong they have suffered. But 

it also establishes another 

important principle: the idea of 

Divine Providence. History is 

not, as Joseph Heller called it, 

“a trash bag of random 

coincidences blown open in the 

wind.” It has a purpose, a 

point, a plot. God is at work 

behind the scenes. “There’s a 

divinity that shapes our ends,” 

says Hamlet, “rough-hew them 

how we will.” Joseph’s 

greatness was that he sensed 

this. He saw the bigger picture. 

Nothing in his life, he now 

knew, had happened by 
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accident. The plot to kill 

him, his sale as a slave, the 

false accusations of 

Potiphar’s wife, his time in 

prison, and his disappointed 

hope that the chief butler 

would remember him and 

secure his release – all 

these events that might 

have cast him into ever-

deeper depths of despair 

turned out in retrospect to 

be necessary steps in the 

journey that eventuated in 

his becoming second-in-

command in Egypt and the 

one person capable of 

saving the whole country – 

as well as his own family – 

from starvation in the years 

of famine. Joseph had, in 

double measure, one of the 

necessary gifts of a leader: 

the ability to keep going 

despite opposition, envy, 

false accusation and 

repeated setbacks. Every 

leader who stands for 

anything will face 

opposition. This may be a 

genuine conflict of interests. 

A leader elected to make 

society more equitable will 

almost certainly win the 

support of the poor and the 

antagonism of the rich. One 

elected to reduce the tax 

burden will do the opposite. 
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Times 

Weekly Times  

Shacharit: Sun.  

Mon. & Thurs.   

Tues.                                     
Asara B’Tevet 

Wed. & Fri. 

Mincha 

7:30/8:30 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

6:30/7:45 am  

6:45/7:45 am 

 4:10 pm  

Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting 4:10 pm 

Friday Mincha 4:10 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main Sanctuary 9:00 am 

Youth Minyan 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash 9:15 am 

Gemara Shiur 3:35 pm 

Mincha/SS 4:05 pm 

Shabbat Ends 5:19 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

December 18 9:32/10:19 am 

December 25 9:36/10:22 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Shemot 

Candle Lighting 4:14 pm 

Mincha 4:15 pm                 

Kiddush is sponsored by  

Henry Schwartz  

in memory of his father Max Schwartz z”l  

and by the Rob  Fassler Memorial GNS Fantasy Football 

League in commemoration of Rob’s yahrzeit 

Seudah Shlishit is sponsored by  

Lillian & Gary Chubak  

in memory of his father Benjamin Chubak z”l  
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It cannot be avoided. Politics without conflict is a 

contradiction in terms. 

Any leader elected to anything, any leader more loved or 

gifted than others, will face envy. Rivals will question, “Why 

wasn’t it me?” That is what Korach thought about Moses 

and Aaron. It is what the brothers thought about Joseph 

when they saw that their father favored him. It is what 

Antonio Salieri thought about the more gifted Mozart, 

according to Peter Shaffer’s play Amadeus. 

As for false accusations, they have occurred often enough 

in history. Joan of Arc was accused of heresy and burned at 

the stake. A quarter century later she was posthumously 

declared innocent by an official court of inquiry. More than 

twenty people were put to death as a result of the Salem 

Witch Trials in 1692-3. Years later, as their innocence 

began to be perceived, a priest present at the trials, John 

Hale, admitted, “Such was the darkness of that day… that 

we walked in the clouds, and could not see our way.” The 

most famous false accusation of modern times was the trial 

of Alfred Dreyfus, a French officer of Jewish descent who 

was accused of being a German spy. The Dreyfus affair 

rocked France during the years 1894 and 1906, until 

Dreyfus was finally acquitted. 

Setbacks are almost always a part of the life-story of the 

most successful. J. K. Rowling’s initial Harry Potter novel 

was rejected by the first twelve publishers who received it. 

Another writer of a book about children suffered twenty-one 

rejections. The book was called Lord of the Flies, and its 

author, William Golding, was eventually awarded the Nobel 

Prize for literature. In his famous commencement address 

at Stanford University, the late Steve Jobs told the story of 

the three blows of fate that shaped his life: dropping out of 

university; being fired from Apple, the company he 

founded; and being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

Rather than being defeated by them, he turned them all to 

creative use. 

For twenty-two years I lived close to Abbey Road in North 

London, where a famous pop group recorded all their hits. 

At their first audition, they performed for a record company 

who told them that guitar bands were “on their way out.” 

The verdict on their performance (in January 1962) was: 

“The Beatles have no future in show business.” All this 

explains Winston Churchill’s great remark that “success is 

the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of  

enthusiasm.” It may be that what sustains people through 

repeated setbacks is belief in themselves, or sheer                        

tenacity, or lack of alternatives. What sustained Joseph, 

though, was his insight into Divine Providence. A plan was 

unfolding whose end he could only dimly discern, but at 

some stage he seems to have realized that he was just one 

of many characters in a far larger drama, and that all the 

bad things that had happened to him were necessary if the 

intended outcome was to occur. As he said to his brothers, 

“It was not you who sent me here, but God.” 

This willingness to let events work themselves out in                

accordance with providence, this understanding that we 

are, at best, no more than co-authors of our lives, allowed 

Joseph to survive without resentment about the past or 

despair in the face of the future. Trust in God gave him 

immense strength, which is what we will all need if we are 

to dare greatly. Whatever malice other people harbor 

against leaders – and the more successful they are, the 

more malice there is – if they can say, “You intended to 

harm me, but God intended it for good,” they will survive, 

their strength intact, their energy undiminished. 

GNS Class Schedule 

 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:30 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

 

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

 

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

1 hr. before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan  

Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 



 

THANK YOU FOR CHANUKAH PACKAGES 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM GNS BIKUR CHOLIM, 

GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT! 

Thank you very much for the overwhelming and generous support of the following 

volunteers (listed in ABC order) who baked dozens of challahs and cookies and/or 

delivered them to the ill, homebound and elderly members of Great Neck                 

Synagogue for Chanukah to wish them a Chag Sameach and let them know our 

shul is thinking of them and continues to be connected to them. There were                    

approximately 50 recipients who felt the outpouring of love and good wishes from 

our shul! Special thank you to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien) and 

Men's Club (Mark Friedman) for their strong support, and Leah Reichlin for the 

beautiful original illustration she created for the cards. Thank you also to Mark 

Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for their assistance. Thank you very much to Rabbi                 

Polakoff and Rabbi Lichter for their guidance and strong support. Special thank you 

to Rachel Brecher for organizing the delivery of an additional 25 Chanukah                   

candles/menorah packages to some of our synagogue members also. 
 

Sharona Abraham 

Sharon Ahdut 

Laura Ahdut 

Sarah Ahdut 

Zehava Atlas 

Desiree Dror 

Sara Feldschreiber 

Irene Gabo 

Tami Kramer 

Marla Lemonik 

Katie Lichter 

Judy Lillien 

Annie Mendelson 

Ellen Polakoff 

Stacey Rapp 

Galit Reichlin 

Leah Reichlin 

Jessica Shusterman 

Sara Tsur 

Jill Swartz 

Lisa Weinstein 

Sara Wilson 

Nina Wilson 

Michelle Yehaskel 
 

 

            Zehava Atlas                        Rachel Brecher                              Diane Rein 

GNS Youth Department              GNS Connections                        GNS Bikur Cholim 

Director                                    Chair                                         Chair 



 

MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD SECURITY SEMINAR 

https://info.thecss.org/entry-point-training?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_GSQQlLSria5KL4KV-uoHPtR3ontCuU0nqeEJOSwBxYitLT5rAnPDBzIrh4taRVkYr19igAejzU9Wq_Nq8XK41eSftdA&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email


 

RUCHIE FREIER EVENT 



 

GNS JOURNEY SERIES 



 

GNS YOUTH EVENTS 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Monday, 9 Tevet 

Harold Seider for Sheila Seider 

Tuesday, 10 Tevet 

Kourosh Gouyghadosh for Yehezkel Gouyghadosh 

Nathan Rosenblatt for Seymour Rosenblatt 

Wednesday 11 Tevet 

Tami Kramer for Irving Secunda 

Pari Schwartz for Aziz Rebbe Torkan 

Jerrald Weinstein for Shiffra Weinstein 

Thursday 12, Tevet 

Martin Griffel for Marion Griffel 

Ivan Kaufman for Anita Kaufman 

Edwin Rosman for Romy Rossman 

Friday 13, Tevet 

Nathaniel Weisel for Jennifer Kaplan 

Milton Mitzner for Gitl Mitzner 

Saturday, 14 Tevet 

Andrew Adler for Gola Adler 

Rebcecca Weisel for Valerie Gallin 

Helen Ishofsky for Willie Herskovits 

Judy Blatter for Raymonde Katz 

Henry Katz for Raymonde Katz 

Michael Katz for Raymonde Katz 

Sadie Frank for Meyer Leshkowitz 

Marlene Rutkin for Philip Rutkin 

Bruce Rutkin for Philip Rutkin 

Robin Marder for Philip Rutkin 

Murray Weiss for Harry Weiss 

Sunday, 15 Tevet 

Leon Fuks for Emanuel Fuks 

Mansour Farhadian for Nasser Kewmehr 

Jerome Lippman for Max Lippman 

Kenneth Magida for Jacob Magida 

Ellen Polakoff for Casper Pinsker 

Goldie Lorber for Ethel Winter 

Monday, 16 Tevet 

Gary Chubak for Benjamin Chubak 

Dorothy Reiser for Theodore Cohen 

Ron Malen for Eli Malen 

Paul Brody for Philip Rostoker 

Henry Schwartz for Max Schwartz 

Mitchell Siegel for Morris Turner 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck                  

Synagogue’s first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please 

join in the 70th Anniversary by submitting your family    

stories, experiences and photos at the Great Neck                         

Synagogue to be featured in a special 70th Anniversary 

booklet. Please submit to Mark Twersky at                                      

greatnecksynagogue@gmail.com or https://www.gns.org/

gns-70th-anniversary/ 

Mazal Tov to Ariella & Abe Sedgh on the birth of a 

daughter. Mazal Tov as well to grandparents Susan &  

David Sedgh and to Sharona & Oriel Balakhane.  

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Dale & Ellen Polakoff on the birth of 

a granddaughter, born to their children Rabbi Ephraim & 

Tova Polakoff.  

SINGLES SHABBATON                                                                       

There will be a Singles Shabbaton for Shomer Shabbat         

Singles (Ages 25 - 42) on Dec. 17-18 at the Young Israel of 

Great Neck. If you are able to house guests, please call  

Sharon (646) 529-8748.    

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Pre-order your 2022 National Mahjongg League Cards 

through the Sisterhood. For more information, please                  

contact Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net. 

BNEI AKIVA SHLUCHOT                                                                                    

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for Shabbat 

meals. The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is summer program at Yale 

University for current 10th and 11th graders from around 

the world. https://tikvahfund.org/hs/tsp2022/home/.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14TH 

This Tuesday is Asara B’Tevet, the fast of the 10th of                    

Tevet. Fast Begins: 5:43 am; Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am; 

Mincha: 4:00 pm; Fast Concludes: 5:06 pm 

GNS JOURNEY SERIES IS BACK! 

Morocco: May 9-18 

Poland: July 19-24 

See Chazzan Spinner for more info.  

MEN’S CLUB/SISTERHOOD SECURITY SEMINAR 

Join us on zoom for a community security seminar with 

CSS on Monday evening, December 20th at 8:00 pm. 

Please register at https://www.gns.org/events/safety-

security/. 

RUCHIE FREIER AT GNS 

Please join us for an evening with Hon. Ruchie Freier, on 

Sunday, January 2nd at 7:30 pm, sponsored by Debbie 

& Hal Chadow in memory of their beloved friend Bonnie 

Maymie, Tzivia bat Aharon HaLevi z”l.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Please join us Wednesday, Dec. 22nd from 11:30 –

1:30 for Chaverim Center.  

mailto:mtwersky@gns.org

