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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers 
about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam 
by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by 
Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid 
Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 קטנתי מכל החסדים ומכל האמת אשר עשית את עבדך 

“I have been diminished by all the kindnesses and by all the truth that You have done for Your 
servant…” (32:11) 

 The Gemara (Sotah 5a) states a disciple of the wise must have within him an eighth of an 

eighth of pride. Although it is not good to be arrogant, a scholar must have an “eighth of an eighth” 

of pride in his character. Why just an “eighth of an eighth”? 

 The Vilna Gaon explains that the eighth parsha in Sefer Bereshit is Vayishlach, which deals 

with Yaakov’s encounter with Eisav. The verse, “I have been diminished by all the kindnesses…” is 

the eighth verse in the parsha. This is to teach the scholar that even if he has just cause for pride in 

his scholastic accomplishments, even as Yaakov said, “and now I have become two camps,” he must 

remember that his achievements are all gifts from G-d.     (Wellsprings of Torah) 

 וירא כי לא יוכל לו וי גע בכף ירכו ותקע 

“When he perceived that he could not overcome him, he struck the ball of his thighbone; and the 
ball of his thighbone became dislocated…” (32:26) 

Many answers have been given as to why Eisav’s ministering angel chose this particular part 

of Yaakov’s body, finding a weakness there and nowhere else. I’d like to suggest one more. It would 

seem to me that prior to meeting Eisav, Yaakov had to engage in a serious process of self-

evaluation: How had the time spent in the house of Lavan affected him? Had he been tainted, even 

in the slightest way, by his contact with Eisav? What about his having been outside the Land, away 

from his father’s house? If there was even the slightest blemish, through what merit would he be 

able to counter Eisav’s angel? 

The angel of Eisav also checked Yaakov very carefully. He found nothing amiss. No sign of 

weakness. Neither in any physical sense or in a spiritual sense. Yaakov was healthy and whole – 

untarnished. Rashi comments that Yaakov returned whole from sin, that he did not learn from the 

ways of Lavan. However, there was one flaw to be found by Eisav’s angel: Yaakov’s life outside of 

Eretz Yisrael had caused a slight weakening in his resolve to return to the Land, back to house of his 

father. He had completed the fourteen years required from him to order to earn the rights to his 

two wives, but then stayed an additional six, in violation of the vow that he had made.  

As we know, a man’s hipbone is what enables him to stand and allows him to quickly move 

toward his destination. על כל לא יאכלו בני ישראל את גיד הנשה על כף הירך עד היום הזה – Therefore, 

the children of Israel are not to eat the displaced sinew on the ball of the thighbone to this day…The 

bone that became displaced from its socket, the symbol of losing mobility (or more precisely, the 



 

impetus to move along), is what we should always remember, so that we free ourselves of the 

impediments that needlessly keep us in the Diaspora, holding us back from fulfilling our 

commandment to return to the Holy Land.         (Rabbi Nisson Alpert) 

 ולא אחר הנער לעשות   הדבר כי חפץ בבת יעקב 

“The did not delay doing the thing, for he wanted Yaakov’s daughter.” (34:19) 

 When a non-Jew seeks to convert, we are required to ask him why he wishes to do so when 

the Jewish people suffer so much. If he is willing to accept suffering, we can accept him. But if he 

seems too eager to agree to all our conditions, that is a sign that he has “fallen in live” with a Jewish 

girl. Such a person is less than a “lion convert – ארוית” (Melachim II 17:25) – he is a "debauchery 

convert – עריות.” The Torah hints of all this here: “The youth did not delay”; and why not? “For he 

wanted Yaakov’s daughter.”                   (Rabbi Sorotzkin) 

 ויצב יעקב מצבה... היא מצבת קברת רח ל ע ד היום 

“Yaakov set up a monument…it is the monument of Rachel’s grave until today…” (35:20) 

 Yaakov set up this monument over the grave of our mother, Rachel, so that future 

generations of Klal Yisrael would know where to come and pour out their hearts in prayer. Indeed, 

we are taught that it is for this reason that Rachel was buried on the roadside – so that on the way 

to the exile her children would be ale to beseech her to pray on their behalf. The numerical value of 

 ,monument, is 137 ,מצבה voice, representing the voice of prayer, is 136. The numerical value of ,קול

one more than that of  קול, the voice of prayer. The additional “one” alludes to Rachel, who adds to 

Rachel, who adds her voice to that of those whose pray at her monument.             (Kol Dodi) 

 ויהיו בני יעקב שנים עשר 

“The sons of Yaakov were twelve…” (35:22) 

 Here, for the first time, the Torah states the number twelve to enumerate the children of 

Israel. This number is engraved in the laws of creation. It appears in the twelve signs of the zodiac, 

in the twelve months of the year, in the twelve hours of the day, and in the twelve hours of the 

night. Right from its beginnings, the future Jewish nation was established on the same solid and 

immutable foundation as that which governs the laws of nature (Bereshit Rabbah 24).   

 The Torah enumerates the children of Yaakov on sixteen occasions, not always in the same 

order. This can be explained in the light of Rashi’s comment: “It wants to teach us that all were 

equal, all were righteous.”                 (Midrash Rabbah) 

 A Rabbinic figure once told his congregation: “Yaakov’s sons were sufficiently strong and 

brave to overcome the people of Shechem even had they not circumcised themselves. They were, 

however, fearful of the other nations in the area. The brothers, therefore, commanded the people 

of Shechem to circumcise themselves so that they would be considered Jews. That way, there was 

nothing to fear from the surrounding nations. The nations of the world never get involved when 

Jewish blood is spilled!           (Torah Tavlin) 
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