
What is it that made 

Jacob – not Abraham or 

Isaac or Moses – the true 

father of the Jewish 

people? We are called the 

“congregation of Jacob,” 

“the Children of Israel.” 

Jacob/Israel is the man 

whose name we bear. Yet 

Jacob did not begin the 

Jewish journey; Abraham 

did. Jacob faced no trial 

like that of Isaac at the 

Binding. He did not lead 

the people out of Egypt 

or bring them the Torah. 

To be sure, all his 

children stayed within the 

faith, unlike Abraham or 

Isaac. But that simply 

pushes the question back 

one level. Why did he 

succeed where Abraham 

and Isaac failed? 

It seems that the answer 

lies in parshat Vayetse 

and parshat Vayishlach. 

Jacob was the man 

whose greatest visions 

came to him when he 

was alone at night, far 

from home, fleeing from 

one danger to the next. 

In parshat Vayetse, 

escaping from Esau, he 

stops and rests for the 

night with only stones to 

lie on, and he has an 

epiphany:He had a 

dream in which he saw a 

stairway resting on the 

earth, with its top 

reaching to heaven, and 

the angels of God were 

ascending and 

descending on it…When 

Jacob awoke from his sleep, he 

thought, “Surely the Lord is in 

this place, and I was not aware 

of it.” He was afraid and said, 

“How awesome is this place! 

This is none other than the 

house of God; this is the gate 

of heaven.” (Gen. 28:12–17) 

In parshat Vayishlach, fleeing 

from Laban and terrified at the 

prospect of meeting Esau 

again, he wrestles alone at 

night with an unnamed 

stranger: Then the man said, 

“Your name will no longer be 

Jacob, but Israel, because you 

have struggled with God and 

with humans and have 

overcome.”…So Jacob called 

the place Peniel, saying, “It is 

because I saw God face to 

face, and yet my life was 

spared.” (Gen. 32:29–31) 

These are the decisive spiritual 

encounters of Jacob’s life, yet 

they happen in liminal space 

(the space between, neither a 

starting point nor a 

destination), at a time when 

Jacob is at risk in both 

directions – where he comes 

from and where he is going to. 

Yet it is at these points of 

maximal vulnerability that he 

encounters God and finds the 

courage to continue despite all 

the hazards of the journey. 

That is the strength Jacob 

bequeathed to the Jewish 

people. What is remarkable is 

not merely that this one tiny 

people survived tragedies that 

would have spelled the end of 

any other people: the 

destruction of two Temples; 
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the Babylonian and Roman 

conquests; the expulsions, 

persecutions, and pogroms 

of the Middle Ages; the rise 

of antisemitism in 

nineteenth-century Europe; 

and the Holocaust. It is 

truly astonishing that after 

each cataclysm, Judaism 

renewed itself, scaling new 

heights of achievement. 

During the Babylonian exile, 

Judaism deepened its 

engagement with the Torah. 

After the Roman destruction 

of Jerusalem it produced the 

great literary monuments of 

the Oral Torah: Midrash, 

Mishnah, and Gemara. 

During the Middle Ages, it 

produced masterpieces of 

law and Torah commentary, 

poetry, and philosophy. A 

mere three years after the 

Holocaust it proclaimed the 

State of Israel, the Jewish 

return to history after the 

darkest night of exile. 

When I first became Chief 

Rabbi I had to undergo a 

medical examination. The 

doctor had me walking at a 

very brisk pace on a 

treadmill. “What are you 

testing?” I asked him. “How 

fast I can go, or how long?” 

“Neither,” he replied. “I will 

be observing how long it 

takes for your pulse to 

return to normal, after you 

come off the treadmill.” 

That is when I discovered 

that health is measured by 

the power of recovery. That 

is true for everyone, but 

doubly so for leaders and 
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for the Jewish people, a nation of leaders. (This, I believe, 

is what the phrase “a kingdom of Priests” [Ex. 19:6] 

means). 

Leaders suffer crises. That is a given of leadership. When 

Harold Macmillan, Prime Minister of Britain between 1957 

and 1963, was asked what the most difficult aspect of his 

time in office was, he famously replied, “Events, dear boy, 

events.” Bad things happen, and when they do, the leader 

must take the strain so that others can sleep easily in their 

beds. 

Leadership, especially in matters of the spirit, is deeply 

stressful. Four figures in Tanach – Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, 

and Jonah – actually prayed to die rather than continue. 

This was not only true in the distant past. Abraham Lincoln 

suffered deep bouts of depression. So did Winston Churchill, 

who called it his “black dog.” Mahatma Gandhi and Martin 

Luther King Jr. both attempted suicide in adolescence and 

experienced depressive illness in adult life. The same was 

true of many great creative artists, among them 

Michelangelo, Beethoven, and Van Gogh. 

Is it greatness that leads to moments of despair, or 

moments of despair that lead to greatness? Do those who 

lead internalize the stresses and tensions of their time? Or 

is it that those who are used to stress in their emotional 

lives find release in leading exceptional lives? There is no 

convincing answer to this in the literature thus far. But 

Jacob was a more emotionally volatile individual than either 

Abraham, who was often serene even in the face of great 

trials, or Isaac, who was particularly withdrawn. Jacob 

feared; Jacob loved; Jacob spent more of his time in exile 

than the other patriarchs. But Jacob endured and persisted. 

Of all the figures in Genesis, he was the great survivor. 

The ability to survive and to recover is part of what it takes 

to be a leader. It is the willingness to live a life of risks that 

makes such individuals different from others. So said 

Theodore Roosevelt in one of the greatest speeches ever 

made on the subject: It is not the critic who counts; not the 

man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or 

where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The 

credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 

whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who 

strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and 

again, because there is no effort without error and 

shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds;  

who knows great enthusiasms, great devotions; who 

spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows 

in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at 

the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so 

that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls 

who neither know victory nor defeat. 

Jacob endured the rivalry of Esau, the resentment of           

Laban, the tension between his wives and children, the 

early death of his beloved Rachel, and the loss – for twenty

-two years – of his favorite son, Joseph. He said to                    

Pharaoh, “Few and evil have been the days of my 

life” (Gen. 47:9). Yet, on the way he “encountered” angels, 

and whether they were wrestling with him or climbing the 

ladder to heaven, they lit the night with the aura of                    

transcendence. To try, to fall, to fear, and yet to keep           

going: that is what it takes to be a leader. That was Jacob, 

the man who at the lowest ebbs of his life had his greatest 

visions of heaven. 



 

CHAVERIM CENTER & MEN’S CLUB/SISTERHOOD EVENT 



 

BOWLING NIGHT, CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE & BIKUR CHOLIM  



 

LOAVES OF LOVE PROGRAM & THANKSGIVING AT ARRANDALE 

THANKSGIVING AT ARRANDALE SENIOR CENTER 

Thanksgiving is just a few weeks away and so I wanted to reach out and provide          

information about Thanksgiving at the Arrandale Senior Center.  For many of us, this 

has been a special part of our Thanksgiving Day but once again the Covid-19 pandemic 

is changing our program. 

After conferring with Janice Sotero, the amazing Director at Arrandale, the Great Neck 

Synagogue Hunger Initiative will once again be preparing bags of snacks and treats for 

residents of each apartment and the employees of Arrandale.   

Donations can still be made (IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF SOMEONE) to the Great 

Neck Synagogue Hunger Initiative. Please indicate that any donation is for the Hunger                       

Initiative. (Send to: GNS, 26 Old Mill Road, Great Neck, NY 11023). 

As many of you know, Nechama is no longer living in Great Neck. She has spearheaded 

this wonderful initiative for many years and I would like to thank her for all she did and 

the wonderful guidance and training she provided to all of us. I hope, with all of you, to 

be able to carry on this tradition going forward. 

Looking forward to having an amazing celebration at Arrandale in 2022! 

Michelle Berman 



GNS YOUTH BONANZA, SCHEDULE & SHLICHOT 

 

Welcome to our new  

Bnei Akiva Shlichot Liron and Shira! 

We are thrilled that Bnei Akiva  

is back at Great Neck Synagogue!   

Liron and Shira are already in action in tandem with 

our dynamic youth department to cultivate an even                     

greater love of Israel within our youth!  

We can’t wait for our families to meet them! 

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for 

Shabbat meals.  

The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Monday, 5 Kislev 

Michal Rosenzweig for Claire Khazzam 

Tuesday, 5 Kislev 

Norma Bilbool for Shimon Bilbool 

Lili Weiss for David Buch 

Benjamin Lunzer for Julius Peter Lunzer 

Wednesday, 6 Kislev 

Asher Davoudpour for Aharon Dovid Davoudpour 

Evelyn Henis for Albert Noah 

Elliot Diamond for Molly Diamond Shalm 

Friday, 8 Kislev 

Michael Hoenig for Edward Hoenig 

Magda Yehaskel for Mendel Wohl 

Saturday, 9 Kislev 

Hava Freeman for Sara Dvora Bont 

Jerrald Weinstein for Lillian Greenberg 

Sunday, 10 Kislev 

Helene Bayme for Leib Bayme 

Sharon Goldwyn for Harry Gordon 

Pearl Ginsburg for Yetta Helfman 

Sharyn Falkenstein for Yetta Helfman 

Howard Lorber for Hannah Lorber 

Ronald Silverman for Gail Silverman 

Hadassah Wachstock for David Wachstock 

Monday, 11 Kislev 

Joyce Swartz for Norma Gelfond 

Lisa Adler for Norma Gelfond 

Ronald Swartz for Norma Gelfond 

Steven Swartz for Norma Gelfond 

Judith Soleimani for Bela Hajdu 

Trudy Jettelson for Sarah Levisch 

Joseph Notovitz for Jack Notovitz 

Ralene Adler for Rosalie Ripa 

MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD DINNER SHOW 

Sat. evening, Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm: Comedy Show at GNS                      

featuring Talia Reese as MC and Danni Cohen, with headliner 

Danny Naturman. Payment and reservation by Nov. 8th by 

calling Mark Friedman at 516.384.5491. Cost for members is 

$75 and for non-members is $100. Sponsorships are available 

starting at $250.                   

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck Synagogue’s 

first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please join in the 70th 

Anniversary by submitting your family stories, experiences and 

photos at the Great Neck Synagogue. Whether you joined 1 

year ago, 5 years ago, 20 years ago or 30-50 years ago, be a 

part of GNS’s 70th Anniversary Memories which will be                      

featured in a special 70th Anniversary booklet. Please submit 

to Mark Twersky at greatnecksynagogue@gmail.com or 

https://www.gns.org/gns-70th-anniversary/ 

CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE 

Sunday, Nov. 21st from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm: Chanukah               

Boutique at Great neck Synagogue. To be a featured vendor, 

please email cgludwig5@gmail.com.  

GNS YOUTH, GNS CONNECTIONS AND BIKUR CHOLIM 

CHANUKAH HOMEMADE CHALLAH (AND/OR BAKED 

GOODS) DELIVERY 

All bakers are invited to make challahs (and/or other baked 

goods) for our elderly, ill and/or homebound GNS members to 

enhance their Chanukah. There are approximately 50                         

recipients. Volunteers for delivery are also needed. If you are 

interested in this wonderful chesed opportunity, please contact 

Zehava Atlas (GNS Youth Director) zehavaatlas18@gmail.com, 

Rachel Brecher (GNS Connections Chair)                                              

rachelbrecher@icloud.com or  

Diane Rein (GNS Bikur Cholim Chair) drein@verizon.net.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Please join us Wednesday, Nov. 10th from 11:30–1:30 in 

the Youth Lounge. Dr. Alan Mazurek will present on “How do I 

Preserve my Memory and What is New in Alzheimer Treat-

ment.” RSVP to GNSChaverim@gmail.com. 

Mazal Tov to Janet & Fred Pomerantz on the marriage of 

their daughter Ilana to Judah Awerbuch of West               

Hempstead, NY.   

Mazal Tov to Orly & Steven Kashan on the engagement 

of their son David to Chantal Keypour. 

Mazal Tov to Sharon & Robert Herman on the birth of a 

grandson, born to their children Brittany & Daniel Adler.  

Mazal Tov to Beth & Marc Gottlieb on the engagement of 

their daughter Stephanie to Nathan Allen of Norwood, 

Massachusetts.   

Mazal Tov to Irene Dicker on the birth of a great                   

grandson Caleb, born to her grandchildren Jamie & Josh 

Gombo.  

Mazal Tov to Farahnaz & Joseph Sameyah on the birth 

of a granddaughter born to their children Candace & David 

Shokrian.   

Mazal Tov to Michelle Louzoun & Ethan Heisler on the 

upcoming marriage of their son Kyle to Jackie Olemberg, 

daughter of Robert & Jennifer Olemberg of Miami. Mazal 

Tov as well to grandmother Gittie Louzoun.  

YESHIVA HAR TORAH’S OPEN HOUSE 

You are invited to attend Yeshiva Har Torah’s Open House on 

Wednesday, November 10th at 6:45pm or 8:30 pm.                 

To find out more about the admissions process, call Mrs. Sara              

Pollak, Director of Admissions, at (718) 343-2533 or                              

pre-register for the Open House at www.hartorah.org. 

CLOTHING DRIVE 

SHAI, Sephardic Heritage Alliance Inc., will be hosting a              

drop-off coat and clothing drive to benefit the Great Neck     

Public Schools Clothing pantries, as well as other local                       

need-based organizations. Unfortunately, the local need for 

clothing assistance is increasing and this annual drive is a 

meaningful way to assist neighbors in a dignified and tangible 

way. The drive will be outdoors and contactless on Sunday, 

November 14th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

YOUNG COUPLES BOWLING NIGHT 

Join us on Saturday night, Nov. 20th from 8:00-10:00 pm for 

the GNS annual Bowling event. This year it will be at Bowlero 

at 895 Walt Whitman Rd. in Melville. The cost is $35/person or 

$70/couple. Dairy meal included. Please Register at https://

www.gns.org/events/gns-bowling-invitational-2021/.  

BLOOD DRIVE THANKS YOU                                                                       

Thank you to the generous participants who collectively                    

donated 50 life-saving pints of blood at the GNS Men’s Club 

Blood Drive this past Sunday. Special thanks also to our     

wonderful volunteers: Sarah Kate Leibowitz, Brayden Kohler 

and Abby Rutta.     

mailto:mtwersky@gns.org
https://www.yign.org/track.php?id=81c37a1744ac4df482e55552891a56ad&url=tel%3A%2528718%2529%2520343-2533
https://www.yign.org/track.php?id=81c37a1744ac4df482e55552891a56ad&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hartorah.org%2F

