
For the entire eight days 

of Chanukah it is 

forbidden to fast (even 

on the yahrzeit of a 

parent) or to eulogize. 

It is customary to eat 

milk foods because 

Yehudit, daughter of 

Yochanan the High Priest, 

was taken to be defiled 

by the Greek ruler 

Holofernes. She fed him 

cheese (to make him 

thirsty) and wine (to 

quench his thirst); and 

after getting him drunk 

she killed him. This was 

one of the events that 

sparked the Maccabean 

uprising. Food fried in oil 

is also eaten to 

commemorate the 

miracle of the Menorah. 

Latkes and donuts are 

the most common foods 

It is obligatory to light 

candles, and one should 

even borrow money to 

fulfill this mitzvah. If a 

poor person needs money 

for Chanukah candles the 

community is obligated to 

provide for him. 

The minimum obligation 

is that every household 

should have one candle 

burning every night. It is 

customary to be 

scrupulous regarding this 

mitzvah: to have one 

candle on the first night 

and an additional candle 

every night (1-8), and for 

everyone in the house as well. 

Any type of oil is acceptable for 

use in the menorah, however, 

it is best to use olive oil. The 

oil should not be made of a 

forbidden substance, nor 

should it be something from 

which it is forbidden to derive 

benefit. 

All wicks are acceptable, but it 

is best to use cotton. The same 

wicks may be used over and 

over again 

The menorah should be similar 

to the Menorah in the Temple 

and therefore electric 

menorahs should not be used. 

Wax candles are also 

acceptable, providing they 

have a single wick. 

It is correct to have a Menorah 

of glass or metal if one is 

lighting with oil, since other 

substances such as clay 

become disgusting after one 

use. If one can afford it, it is 

correct to buy a beautiful 

Menorah. 

If a number of people are 

lighting in one household they 

should make a slight 

separation between their 

menorahs so that there is no 

confusion to the observer as to 

the number of candles. 

Ideally, the Menorah should be 

placed outside the house to the 

left of the entrance. Since anti-

Semitism was so common 

throughout Jewish history it 

Laws of Chanukah 
became customary among 

may communities to place 

the Menorah inside the 

house, near the entrance or 

on the table. In many 

families it is the custom to 

place the menorah in a 

window facing the public, 

especially where many 

people share one entrance 

(e.g., apartment building). 

In Israel it is customary to 

light outside in a special box 

that prevents the flames 

from blowing out. 

The menorah should be no 

lower than three tfachim 

from the floor (approx. 10.5 

inches or 27cm) and should 

be no higher than 20 amot 

from ground level (35.5 ft 

or 10.8 m). Ideally, it 

should be about 10 tfachim 

high (35 inches or 90 cm). 

The Menorah should have 

all the candle or wicks on 

the same level, none higher 

or lower than the others. 

It is customary to have an 

additional candle (the 

shamash) with which to 

light the other candles and 

in order to use it’s light. The 

shamash should be placed 

in a way that shows that it 

is not one of the Chanukah 

candles. 

It is forbidden to derive 

benefit from the light of the 

Menorah just as it was 

forbidden to derive benefit 

from the Menorah in the 

Temple, and also in order to 
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Shabbat Chanukah Kiddush is sponsored by  

David and Diane Rein  

in memory of his father, Dr. Howard Rein z”l  

on the occasion of his 5th yahrzeit 
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show that its purpose of the Menorah is for a Mitzvah, not 

just for illumination. 

There are different customs as to the lighting of the 

Menorah. Some light at sunset. Some light about ten 

minutes after sunset and some light 1/2 hour after. Some 

specifically light after the evening service is recited 

(Maariv). Ideally a person should follow the custom of his 

father. If this is not known or is inapplicable for any reason, 

one should follow the custom of the local community. 

It is obligatory to put in enough oil, or a long enough candle 

to burn for at least 1/2 hour after nightfall (i.e. the 

appearance of three medium size stars). 

In exceptional circumstances one may light one and a 

quarter hours before sunset with a blessing. (However one 

should be careful to put in more oil or to use longer 

candles). If possible it is better to appoint an agent to light 

candles at the correct time, than to light early. 

If one forgot or was not able to light at the correct time, 

one may light as long as people are still awake in the house 

in which one is lighting. 

It is best to light in the presence of many people in order to 

publicize the miracle. 

On the first night three brachot, blessings are recited. 

“Lehadlik ner shel Chanukah”, “She asa nissim” and 

“Shehecheyanu”. On the other nights only the first two 

blessings are said. 

All the blessings should be recited before actually lighting 

the candles. First light the Shamash before the blessings to 

avoid delay. It is forbidden to speak between the recitation 

of the blessings and the completion of candle lighting. 

“Haneirot Halalu” is recited either during or after the 

lighting of the additional candles. “Maoz tsur yeshuaty” is 

then sung. 

Place first candle on the extreme right of the Menorah. On 

the second night add a candle on the left. Light the newest 

candle first and proceed to the right. 

The Menorah should not be moved after is has been lit. If 

the Menorah was lit in accordance with the requirements of 

Jewish law and it was extinguished, one is not obligated to 

relight it, but one may relight it without reciting a blessing. 

If the Menorah was not lit properly in the first place, or was 

lit in a windy place and blew out then one is obligated to 

relight if it went out within 1/2 hour after nightfall. 

On Friday afternoon, the Chanukah candles should be lit  

before the Shabbat candle-lighting time (if one accepted 

Shabbat early, it is forbidden to light Chanukah candles). 

Mincha should be said before lighting, if possible. 

Remember to put in more oil or bigger candles on Friday, 

so that they burn 1/2 hour after nightfall. Try to light just 

before the Shabbat candles, (without of course delaying 

the lighting of the Shabbat candles) . 

After Shabbat one should first recite Havdalah, then light 

the Chanukah candles. One may not use the Menorah as 

the  candle for Havdalah. 

If one is a guest at someone’s house (and staying there), 

one should give the owner a small amount of money to buy 

a portion in their candles and one may fulfil the obligation 

through the owner. Alternatively the guest may light his 

own Menorah. 

If one is eating out then one should light the Menorah at 

their place of residence 

During Shacharit one should recite the full Hallel every day. 

“Al hanissim” the special paragraph of prayers for Chanu-

kah is added in the Shmoneh Esreh and also in Birkat HaM-

azon. If one forgot to say this addition, one should not re-

peat either Shmoneh Esreh or Birkat HaMazon. 

It is customary to light a Menorah in the Synagogue every 

evening. It is placed at the southern wall of the Syna-

gogue, in imitation of the Menorah in the Temple in Jerusa-

lem. 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat 

Road) that can be reached at (516) 400-3026. 

Monday, 25 Kislev 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Yehudit Chaya bat Rav Shlomo 

Tuesday, 26 Kislev 

Hyman Katz for Sally Katz 

Mahin Aryeh for Marilyn Schwadron 

Eliezer Noy for Yosef Zargaryan 

Wednesday, 27 Kislev 

David Rein for Howard Rein 

Thursday, 28 Kislev 

Jeffrey Pittell for Robert Pittell 

Donna Schwechter for Myer Tulkoff 

Friday, 29 Kislev 

Cheryl Silverman for Mark Orbach 

Saturday, 30 Kislev 

Drora Brody for Mazal Yefet 

Sunday, 1 Tevet 

Chava Shalmon for Yosef Grinzpan 

Steven Kashan for Ezra Kashan 

Stuart Schwartz for Herbert Schwartz 

Martin Sokol for Milton Sokol 

Gerald Traub for Emil Traub 

Monday, 2 Tevet 

Alla Landa for Leo Fleysher 

Lauren Hyman for Leon Hyman 

Joe Rosenthal for Paul Rosenthal 

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck                  

Synagogue’s first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please 

join in the 70th Anniversary by submitting your family    

stories, experiences and photos at the Great Neck                         

Synagogue. Whether you joined 1 year ago, 5 years ago, 

20 years ago or 30-50 years ago, be a part of GNS’s 70th 

Anniversary Memories which will be featured in a special 

70th Anniversary booklet. Please submit to Mark Twersky 

at greatnecksynagogue@gmail.com or https://

www.gns.org/gns-70th-anniversary/ 

GNS YOUTH, GNS CONNECTIONS AND BIKUR CHOLIM 

CHANUKAH HOMEMADE CHALLAH (AND/OR BAKED 

GOODS) DELIVERY 

All bakers are invited to make challahs (and/or other baked 

goods) for our elderly, ill and/or homebound GNS members 

to enhance their Chanukah. There are approximately 50                         

recipients. Volunteers for delivery are also needed. If you 

are interested in this wonderful chesed opportunity,              

please contact:  

Zehava Atlas (GNS Youth Director)  

zehavaatlas18@gmail.com 

Rachel Brecher (GNS Connections Chair)                                              

rachelbrecher@icloud.com or  

Diane Rein (GNS Bikur Cholim Chair)  

drein@verizon.net  

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions.   

For information or submissions, contact Judy Lillien at 

syny98@gmail.com or Cynthia Wiesenfeld at                             

cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Pre-order your 2022 National Mahjongg League Cards 

through the Sisterhood. For more information, please                  

contact Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net. 

Deadline is January 24, 2022. 

Mazal Tov to Debbie & Nathan Rosenblatt on the birth 

of a grandson born to their children Casey & Stephen  

Rosenblatt.  

WILLIAM HELMREICH Z”L  

Join the Center for Jewish History for a program in tribute to 

William Helmreich z”l TONIGHT, Monday, November 29th 

at 6:00 pm. Register at https://programs.cjh.org/tickets/

remembering-william-helmreich-2021-11-29 

GNS CHESED COLLECTION                                                                       

Through the month of November, please drop off new and 

unwrapped toys and games to be donated to OHEL. Drop 

off locations are: Aharon home, 20 Beverly Rd. (garage 

door entrance on East Drive) and the Rosenberg home,            

9 North Clover Drive (side door). Thank you.   

GNS YOUTH EVENTS                                                                              

Shabbat, Dec. 4th from 10:00-11:30 am - Chanukah         

Bonanza during Shabbat Groups 

Sunday, Dec. 5th from 10:00-11:45 am - Family Chanukah 

Mad Science Show in Braun Youth Center; Pizza and 

Munchkins following show (not a drop off) 

TIKVAH SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Tikvah Scholars Program is an 11-day in person                  

summer program at Yale University for hundreds of current 

10th and 11th graders from around the world. The program 

brings together Jewish teens who want to explore how               

Judaism informs and challenges Western thought,                               

philosophy, and politics. There will be two summer sessions: 

June 27-July 7 and July 25-August 4. More information 

about the program can be viewed at https://tikvahfund.org/

hs/tsp2022/home/ or speak to Rabbi Lichter.  

SINGLES SHABBATON                                                                       

There will be a Singles Shabbaton for Shomer Shabbat         

Singles (Ages 25 - 42) on Dec. 17-18 at the Young Israel of 

Great Neck. If you are able to house guests, please call  

Sharon (646) 529-8748.    

CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE THANK YOU                                          

The GNS annual boutique was a huge success thanks to 

our chair ladies Irene Gabo and Cindy Ludwig! Thank you 

also to the fabulous committee members - Ilana Kroll,  

Rachel Spinner, Rachel Sturm, Michelle Yehaskel, Cynthia                            

Weisenfeld, Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien. Thank you to all 

those that came out to support us. 
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