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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions and answers about 
the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi 
Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid 
Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, 
Growth Through Torah by Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 אל ה  תולדת נח נח איש צדיק תמים  היה בדרתיו א ת  הא לקים הת הלך נח 
“These are the offspring of Noach, Noach was a righteous man, perfect in his generations. Noach 
walked with G-d.” (6:9)    

 Why did the Torah write the name “Noach” three times in this verse, when once would 

seem to suffice? Perhaps we can suggest the following: Every individual has three different facets: 

the one that he chooses to show the world, the one he chooses to show Hashem, and – the true 

self as it exists on its deepest level. The Torah here testifies that Noach was consistent, serving 

Hashem with all three facets, and truly was righteous and “straight” with Hashem.                                      

               (Rabbi Nison Alpert) 

 קץ כל בשר 

“The end of all flesh…” (6:13) 

 Hashem brought about this “end of all flesh” in the form of a 190-day flood – 40 days of rain 

(7:17) and 150 days of the flood waters strengthening on the earth (7:24). The numerical value of 

the word ץק , end, is 190.                 (Reb Dovid Feinstein zt”l) 

 וישאר אך נח 

“Only Noach survived…” (7:23) 

 QUESTION: Why is he described here as “only Noach”? What happened to the previous 

titles the Torah (6:9) gave him – righteous, perfect etc.?  

 ANSWER: The Zohar says that Noach sinned by not praying that his generation be saved. 

Unlike Avraham (18:23-32) and Moshe (Shemot 32:11-13. 31-32), who were even ready to give up 

their own lives if G-d would not forgive His people, Noach was concerned only that his own family 

be saved. Since Noach did not ultimately act as a truly righteous man by concerning himself with 

others, he was considered in the final analysis “only Noach” - just a simple person shorn of all his 

titles and praises.                         (Otzar Chaim) 

 לא אס ף לקלל 

“I will not continue to curse…” (8:21) 

 Hashem promised to never again visit the global destruction of a flood upon the entire 

world, but He did not rule out the possibility of visiting such destruction upon one area of the world 

(see Rashi, Shemot 1:10). For this reason, the verse uses the word לקלל, to curse, which has the 

same numerical value (190) as the word ץק , end, for the curse that would never again recur was a 

flood that would bring a global end to civilization, such as the curse that had endured for 190 days.  

                   (Reb Dovid Feinstein zt”l) 



 

וירח  ה' את ריח  הניח ח ויאמר ה' אל לבו לא אס ף לקלל עוד את האדמ ה בעבור  האד ם כי יצר לב  האדם רע  
 מנעריו...עד כל ימי  האר ץ זר ע וקציר וקר וחם וקיץ וחר ף ויום ולילה לא ישבתו 

“And Hashem smelled the pleasing aroma and said in His heart ‘I will not continue to curse the 
ground because of man, for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth…continuously, 
all the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, 
shall not cease.’” (8:21-22) 

 It is written in the Mishna (Avot 2:2): “It is well to combine the study of the Law with some 

worldly occupation, for the combination of the two keeps sin out of the mind of man.” Work and 

study pursued together tend to make man forget sin, whereas idleness is the mother of all sin and 

an empty mind leaves room for evil thoughts to thrive. As Maimonides put it: “Evil thoughts gain 

the upper hand only in a heart empty of words of Torah.”         (Kametz HaMincha) 

 עד כל י מי  הארץ זרע וקציר וקר וחם וקיץ וחר ף ויום ולילה לא ישבתו 

“Continuously, all the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease.’” (8:22) 

 We live in this world primarily to perfect our souls, thereby meriting life in the World to 

Come. Our physical needs are only a means to this lofty end. Yet we often reverse our priorities, 

concentrating on physical desires and forgetting our real purpose in life. As least on Shabbat, we 

should recall our true aim and elevate ourselves spiritually. But instead, we spend the day planning 

what to do as soon as Shabbat ends!  

 This is the deeper meaning of this verse: As long as the world remains, (such physical 

aspects as) seeding and harvesting (will recur, come) cold and warmth, summer and winter (so 

people should pace themselves and reserve time for Torah study and mitzvot; yet) day and night 

(i.e., even one day and night, Shabbat) they will not cease (for their mind remains on the weekdays 

even on Shabbat)!       (Rabbi David Shlomo Eibshutz) 

 שופך דם  האדם באדם 

“He who spills the blood of a person, by a person…” (9:6) 

 The verse can also be read: He who spills the blood of a person in a person…This is an 

allusion to a malbin pnei chaveiro b’rabbim, one who “kills” with words, causing his victim to turn 

white as the blood temporarily drains out of his face. He is considered as if he actually spilled the 

person’s blood.                    (Vedebarta Bam) 
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