
The praise accorded to 

Noah is unparalleled in 

Tanach. He was, says the 

Torah, “a righteous man, 

perfect in his generations; 

Noah walked with God.” 

No such praise is given to 

Abraham or Moses or any 

of the Prophets. The only 

person in the Bible who 

comes close is Job, 

described as “blameless 

and upright (tam ve-

yashar); he feared God 

and shunned evil” (Job 

1:1). Noah is in fact the 

only individual that the 

Tanach describes as 

righteous (tzaddik). Yet 

the Noah we see at the 

end of his life is not the 

person we saw at the 

beginning. After the Flood: 

Noah, a man of the soil, 

proceeded to plant a 

vineyard. When he drank 

some of its wine, he 

became drunk and lay 

uncovered inside his tent. 

Ham, the father of 

Canaan, saw his father 

naked and told his two 

brothers outside. But 

Shem and Japheth took a 

garment and laid it across 

their shoulders; then they 

walked in backward and 

covered their father’s 

naked body. Their faces 

were turned the other way 

so that they would not see 

their father naked. (Gen. 

9:20-23) The man of God 

has become a man of the 

soil. The upright man has 

become a drunkard. The 

man clothed in virtue now 

lies naked. The man who 

saved his family from the Flood 

is now so undignified that two of 

his sons are ashamed to look at 

him. This is a tale of decline. 

Why? 

Noah is the classic case of 

someone who is righteous, but 

who is not a leader. In a 

disastrous age, when all has 

been corrupted, when the world 

is filled with violence, when 

even God Himself – in the most 

poignant line in the whole Torah 

– “regretted that He had made 

man on earth, and was pained 

to His very core,” Noah alone 

justifies God’s faith in humanity, 

the faith that led Him to create 

humankind in the first place. 

That is an immense 

achievement, and nothing 

should detract from it. Noah is, 

after all, the man through whom 

God makes a covenant with all 

humanity. Noah is to humanity 

what Abraham is to the Jewish 

people. Noah was a good man in 

a bad age. But his influence on 

the life of his contemporaries 

was, apparently, non-existent. 

That is implicit in God’s 

statement, “You alone have I 

found righteous in this whole 

generation” (Gen. 7:1). It is 

implicit also in the fact that only 

Noah and his family, together 

with the animals, were saved. It 

is reasonable to assume that 

these two facts – Noah’s 

righteousness and his lack of 

influence on his contemporaries 

– are intimately related. Noah 

preserved his virtue by 

separating himself from his 

environment. That is how, in a 

world gone mad, he stayed 

sane. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Noach 
The famous debate among 

the Sages as to whether the 

phrase “perfect in his 

generations” (Gen. 6:9) is 

praise or criticism may well 

be related to this. Some said 

that “perfect in his 

generations” means that he 

was perfect only relative to 

the low standard then 

prevailing. Had he lived in 

the generation of Abraham, 

they said, he would have 

been insignificant. Others 

said the opposite: if in a 

wicked generation Noah was 

righteous, how much greater 

he would have been in a 

generation with role models 

like Abraham. The argument, 

it seems to me, turns on 

whether Noah’s isolation was 

part of his character, or 

whether it was merely the 

necessary tactic in that time 

and place. If he were 

naturally a loner, he would 

not have gained by the 

presence of heroes like 

Abraham. He would have 

been impervious to influence, 

whether for good or bad. If 

he was not a loner by nature 

but merely by circumstance, 

then in another age he would 

have sought out kindred 

spirits and become greater 

still. 

Yet what exactly was Noah 

supposed to do? How could 

he have been an influence 

for good in a society bent 

on evil? Was he really 

meant to speak in an age 

when no one would listen? 

Sometimes people do not 

listen even to the voice of 
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God Himself. We had an example of this just two chapters 

earlier, when God warned Cain of the danger of his violent 

feelings toward Abel – “’Why are you so furious? Why are you 

depressed?… sin is crouching at the door. It lusts after you, 

but you can dominate it” (Gen. 4:6-7). Yet Cain did not listen, 

and instead went on to murder his brother. If God speaks and 

people do not listen, how can we criticize Noah for not 

speaking when all the evidence suggests that they would not 

have listened to him anyway? 

The Talmud raises this very question in a different context, in 

another lawless age: the years leading to the Babylonian 

conquest and the destruction of the First Temple, another 

lawless age: Aha b. R. Hanina said: Never did a favorable 

word go forth from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, 

of which He retracted for evil, except the following, where it is 

written, “And the Lord said unto him: Go through the midst of 

the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon 

the foreheads of the men that sigh and cry for all the 

abominations that are being done in the midst thereof” (Ezek. 

9:4). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Gabriel, “Go and 

set a mark of ink on the foreheads of the righteous, that the 

destroying angels may have no power over them; and a mark 

of blood upon the foreheads of the wicked, that the destroying 

angels may have power over them.” Said the Attribute of 

Justice before the Holy One, blessed be He, “Sovereign of the 

Universe! How are these different from those?” “Those are 

completely righteous men, while these are completely 

wicked,” He replied. “Sovereign of the Universe!” said Justice, 

“They had the power to protest but did not.” Said God, “Had 

they protested, they would not have heeded them.” 

“Sovereign of the Universe!” said Justice, “This was revealed 

to You, but was it revealed to them?” (Shabbat 55a) 

According to this passage, even the righteous in Jerusalem 

were punished at the time of the destruction of the Temple 

because they did not protest the actions of their 

contemporaries. God objects to the claim of Justice: Why 

punish them for their failure to protest when it was clear that 

had they done so, no one would have listened? Justice 

replies: This may be clear to you or to the angels – meaning, 

this may be clear in hindsight – but at the time, no human 

could have been sure that their words would have no impact. 

Justice asks: How can you be sure you will fail if you never 

try? The Talmud notes that God reluctantly agreed with 

Justice. Hence the strong principle: when bad things are 

happening in society, when corruption, violence and injustice 

prevail, it is our duty to register a protest, even if it seems 

likely that it will have no effect. Why? Because that is what  

moral integrity demands. Silence may be taken as                          

acceptance. And besides, we can never be sure that no one 

will listen. Morality demands that we ignore probability and 

focus on possibility. Perhaps someone will take notice and 

change their ways – and that “perhaps” is enough. 

This idea did not suddenly appear for the first time in the 

Talmud. It is stated explicitly in the book of Ezekiel. This is 

what God says to the Prophet: “Son of man, I am sending 

you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled 

against Me; they and their ancestors have been in revolt 

against Me to this very day. The people to whom I am                   

sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, ‘This is 

what the Sovereign Lord says.’ And whether they listen or fail 

to listen—for they are a rebellious people—they will know 

that a Prophet has been among them.” (Ezek. 2:3-5) God is 

telling the Prophet to speak, regardless of whether people will 

listen. 

So, one way of reading the story of Noah is as an example of 

lack of leadership. Noah was righteous but not a leader. He 

was a good man who had no influence on his environment. 

There are, to be sure, other ways of reading the story, but 

this seems to me the most straightforward. If so, then Noah 

is the third case in a series of failures of responsibility. As we 

saw last week, Adam and Eve failed to take personal                                

responsibility for their actions (“It wasn’t me”). Cain refused 

to take moral responsibility (“Am I my brother’s keeper?”). 

Noah failed the test of collective responsibility. 

This way of interpreting the story, if correct, entails a strong 

conclusion. We know that Judaism involves collective                      

responsibility, for it teaches Kol Yisrael arevim ze bazeh (“All 

Israel are responsible for one another” Shavuot 39a). But it 

may be that simply being human also involves collective         

responsibility. Not only are Jews responsible for one another. 

So are we all, regardless of our faith or religious affiliations. 

So, at any rate, Maimonides argued, though Nahmanides 

disagreed. The Hassidim had a simple way of making this 

point. They called Noah a tzaddik im peltz, “a righteous man 

in a fur coat.” There are essentially two ways of keeping 

warm on a cold night. You can wear a thick coat, or you can 

light a fire. Wear a coat and you warm only yourself. Light a 

fire and you can warm others too. We are supposed to light a 

fire. Noah was a good man who was not a leader. Was he, 

after the Flood, haunted by guilt? Did he think of the lives he 

might have saved if only he had spoken out, whether to his 

contemporaries or to God? We cannot be sure. The text is 

suggestive but not conclusive. 

It seems, though, that the Torah sets a high standard for the 

moral life. It is not enough to be righteous if that means 

turning our backs on a society that is guilty of wrongdoing. 

We must take a stand. We must protest. We must register 

dissent even if the probability of changing minds is small. 

That is because the moral life is a life we share with others. 

We are, in some sense, responsible for the society of which 

we are a part. It is not enough to be good. We must                           

encourage others to be good. There are times when each of 

us must lead. 



 

THANK YOU FROM PASS IT FORWARD 

Dear Friends, 

 It’s never too late to say thank you. Our Team was swamped with the overwhelming need for 

food in our community and through the Jewish agencies which source food from us. The need was                               

unprecedented and we are grateful to live in the midst of such a generous and thoughtful                  

community. This year, we said goodbye to our co-founder Nechama Liss-Levinson, who has retired 

from our Initiative and moved on to new opportunities for Chesed closer to her children. We are sure 

she will be an inspiration to her new community. 

 Once again, because of the restraints of COVID, most of our food was sourced from Shop          

Delight. Despite a flood and loss of power the day before our initiative, once again, Eddie pulled 

through, packing for us and providing our meals and groceries at pricing too good to be true to           

almost 250 families this year. The total number of meals we delivered was well over 1000. 

 Our listing of gratitude follow in no particular order. 

 This year was a particular challenge as our Initiative was held the day after the terrible storm 

that flooded so many parts of Great Neck. Despite terribly adverse circumstances, Michelle Berman 

and Marla Lemonik spearheaded our deliveries, ensuring food was delivered to all in need. 

 Thank you again to Marla Lemonik for baking and sourcing bakers to us so that we can ensure 

extra sweets to our recipients. An extra thank you to David Lemonik and Emmanuel Leibowitz and 

Anica and Elija Leibowitz who, despite a day off from school, helped us enormously. 

 Understanding the great need this year, Sisterhood and the Men’s Club gave very generous             

donations to us. Sisterhood once again sponsored the roses we give our recipients but gave a               

generous contribution as well. Equally important, they sent the word to our Men’s Club which 

matched their contribution. Thank you also to Diane Rein who arranges for the roses our recipients 

receive. 

 Harriet Cooper and her family have been making hundreds of beautiful cards for us over the 

years and once again did not disappoint! This year, our Chaverim members also participated in         

making beautiful cards. 

 This year we asked the agencies which receive food from us for their members to help with           

delivering food to their recipients. That does not cover all of our deliveries, so thank you to all of you 

who helped deliver food this year. We would also like to thank those who help us deliver food on a 

weekly or monthly basis for us. If you are interested in helping out once a month, please contact  

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com. 

 We couldn’t succeed without the help of Dario and his staff. They set up, clear our refuse and 

shlep for us. The generous donations we receive from our Shul Community, often unsolicited ensure 

our continuity. You know who you are, and we are very appreciative of each and every donation. 

Every dollar we receive goes toward providing food for people in need.  

 Finally, thank you to Mark and Jimmy for all of the administrative support and to Rabbi         

Polakoff and Rabbi Lichter who encourage our Shul Community to get involved. Please forgive us if 

your name is omitted, we have so many volunteers it is impossible to name you all. We are so            

thankful for those of you who have been with us over the past 13 years and for all of our                           

newcomers.  

 Passover is coming! Contact one of us to join our team! May Hashem continue to bestow 

blessings on all of us so that we can continue this worthwhile project! 

 

Cindy, Michelle and Marla 

Co-chairs Pass it Forward  



 

CLASS SCHEDULE STARTS THIS WEEK & NSHA HIGH SCHOOL ONEG 

 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class w/ Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel w/ Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:45 pm: Gemara Sota w/ Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel w/ Rabbi Polakoff 

 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel w/ Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura w/ Rabbi Lichter  

 

 

 

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel w/ Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash w/ Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel                                                      

w/ Rabbi Froimowitz/Tom Furst 

 

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

1 hr. before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan                    

with Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 

We urge our community to take advantage of the full array of Torah classes available at 

GNS throughout the year. Whether you are looking for a beginner’s class or something more              

advanced, try out one of these classes to enhance your Torah learning or speak to one of 

the rabbis to hear more about the classes. Classes begin this week.   



 

MEN’S CLUB/SISTERHOOD EVENT 



GNS YOUTH SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

 



 

GNS YOUTH GROUPS SCHEDULE 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Tuesday, 29 Tishrei 

Baruch Toledano for Joseph Toledano 

Wednesday, 30 Tishrei 

Perry Schneider for Harry Colton 

Robert Glaser for Sophie Glaser 

Marcia Toledano for Julia Karten 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Murray Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

David Rabinowitz for Marion Rabinowitz 

Thursday, 1 Cheshvan 

Sharon Herman for Muriel Adler 

Leon Kutcher for Fran Kutcher 

Herschel Flax for Ethel Pasvolsky 

Rita Silverman for Zelda Schwartz 

Lorraine Domnitch for Jennie Speisel 

Friday, 2 Cheshvan 

Sheila Bachman for Pauline Bachman 

Joyce Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Lisa Adler for Sol Gelfond 

Ronald Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Steven Swartz for Sol Gelfond 

Deena Heisler for Joseph Heisler 

Eliot Heisler for Joseph Heisler 

George Schuman for Erna Schuman  

Deborah Hollander for Judith Sokol 

Martin Sokol for Judith Sokol 

Joseph Sokol for Judith Sokol 

Rabbi Shimon Wolf for Nathan Wolf 

Saturday, 3 Cheshvan 

Pauline Levy for David Gruber 

Paul Marcus for Victor Marcus 

Sunday, 4 Cheshvan 

Marc Epstein for Tobey Epstein 

Ilene Schuman for Ida Tubachnick 

Monday, 5 Cheshvan 

Stuart Braunstein for Stanley Braunstein 

Albert Safdieh for Julia Safdieh 

Pari Schwartz for Kahtoun Torkan 

Mazal Tov to Dina & Jonathan Ohebshalom on the Bar 

Mitzvah of their son Naftali.  

Mazal Tov to Sharon & Mark Twersky on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their granddaughter Brielle, daughter of Jennifer & 

Benji Gertelman. 

NSHAHS SHABBAT ONEG 

All current and prospective students are invited to a 

NSHAHS Shabbat Oneg with Rabbi Dr. Noam Weinberg on 

Shabbat October 22nd at 9:00 pm at the Gelberg home, 

hosted outside at 29 North Clover Drive.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE, SPONSORSHIP AND 

GNS 70TH ANNIVERSARY! 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,                

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by           

Monday, October 11th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. 

Please share photos and memories of GNS for the                    

Chanukah issue as the shul celebrates its 70th                                  

anniversary! Thank you very much to our SCOPE sponsors 

(we have about 80!) for their strong support by sponsoring 

3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a        

total cost of $100 for the year.  We strongly encourage 

others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD DINNER SHOW 

Sat. evening, Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm: Comedy Show at GNS                      

featuring Talia Reese as MC and Danni Cohen, with                    

headliner Danny Naturman. Payment and reservation by 

Nov. 8th by calling Mark Friedman at 516.384.5491.            

Cost for members is $75 and for non-members is $100.            

Sponsorships are available starting at $250.                   

THANK YOU FROM THE GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT 

We would like to thank the following families for opening 

up their Sukkot and hosting the annual GNS youth sukkah 

hop. Their participation made it a success and we are so 

grateful! Dina and Stuart Cohen; Marcia and Dan Horowitz; 

Ilana and Jonathan Kroll; Leslie and Michael Kule; Rebecca 

and David Simhaee; Jackie and Jacob Soleimani; Rachel 

and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner  

UPDATE FROM WOMEN’S TEFILA 

The Women’s Tefila Group enjoyed a tremendously                          

uplifting Simchat Torah celebration and would like to thank 

Rabbi Lichter and Mark Twersky for all their kind help. The 

Women’s Tefila Group also wanted to express its deep 

gratitude to whoever had anonymously sponsored the             

Kiddush, which, not only enhanced the festivities, but also 

served to remind us that our mission is supported. Mazal 

tov again to the honorees: Celia Lemonik and Malka               

Louzon. To stay posted on events hosted by the Women’s 

Tefila Group, join our email group by contacting Louise 

Kahn at kahnmd@verizon.net or 516-482-1837. 

NSHA HONORS THE LEGACY OF DR. WILLIAM 

HELMREICH Z”L 

Honoring the legacy of Dr. William Helmreich z”l. Please join 

us to pay tribute to a pillar of the NSHA, Great Neck and 

Jewish Community as we name the entrance gate to our 

high school campus: Sha’ar Helmreich 

Sunday, October 31 | 5:00 p.m. 

North Shore Hebrew Academy High School 

Covid-19 safety protocols will be maintained. Visit https://

www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/ for more information.  

mailto:kahnmd@verizon.net

