
A while back, a British 

newspaper, The Times, 

interviewed a prominent 

member of the Jewish 

community and a 

member of the House of 

Lords – let’s call him Lord 

X – on his 92nd birthday. 

The interviewer said, 

“Most people, when they 

reach their 92nd 

birthday, start thinking 

about slowing down. You 

seem to be speeding up. 

Why is that?” Lord X’s 

reply was this: “When 

you get to 92, you see 

the door starting to close, 

and I have so much to do 

before the door closes 

that the older I get, the 

harder I have to work.” 

We get a similar 

impression of Abraham in 

this week’s parsha. 

Sarah, his constant 

companion throughout 

their journeys, has died. 

He is 137 years old. We 

see him mourn Sarah’s 

death, and then he 

moves into action. He 

engages in an elaborate 

negotiation to buy a plot 

of land in which to bury 

her. As the narrative 

makes clear, this is not a 

simple task. He confesses 

to the local people, 

Hittites, that he is “an 

immigrant and a resident 

among you” (Gen. 23:4), 

meaning that he knows 

he has no right to buy 

land. It will take a special 

concession on their part 

for him to do so. The 

Hittites politely but firmly 

try to discourage him. He 

has no need to buy a 

burial plot: “No one 

among us will deny you his 

burial site to bury your 

dead.” (Gen. 23:6) He can 

bury Sarah in someone else’s 

graveyard. Equally politely but 

no less insistently, Abraham 

makes it clear that he is 

determined to buy land. In the 

end, he pays a highly inflated 

price (400 silver shekels) to do 

so. 

The purchase of the Cave of 

Machpelah is evidently a highly 

significant event, because it is 

recorded in great detail and 

highly legal terminology, not 

just here, but three times 

subsequently in Genesis (here 

in 23:17 and subsequently in 

25:9; 49:30; and 50:13), each 

time with the same formality. 

Here, for instance, is Jacob on 

his deathbed, speaking to his 

sons: “Bury me with my 

fathers in the cave in the field 

of Ephron the Hittite, the cave 

in the field of Machpelah, near 

Mamre in Canaan, which 

Abraham bought along with the 

field as a burial place from 

Ephron the Hittite. There 

Abraham and his wife Sarah 

were buried, there Isaac and 

his wife Rebecca were buried, 

and there I buried Leah. The 

field and the cave in it were 

bought from the Hittites.”  

(Gen. 49:29-32) 

Something significant is being 

hinted at here, otherwise why 

specify, each time, exactly 

where the field is and who 

Abraham bought it from? 

Immediately after the story of 

land purchase, we read, 

“Abraham was old, well 

advanced in years, and God 

had blessed Abraham with 

everything.” (Gen. 24:1) Again 

this sounds like the end of a 

Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Chayei Sarah 
life, not a preface to a new 

course of action, and again 

our expectation is 

confounded. Abraham 

launches into a new 

initiative, this time to find a 

suitable wife for his son 

Isaac, who at this point is at 

least 37 years old. Abraham 

instructs his most trusted 

servant to go “to my native 

land, to my birthplace”  

(Gen. 24:2), to find the 

appropriate woman. He 

wants Isaac to have a wife 

who will share his faith and 

way of life. Abraham does 

not stipulate that she 

should come from his own 

family, but this seems to be 

an assumption hovering in 

the background. 

As with the purchase of the 

field, this course of events 

is described in more detail 

than almost anywhere else 

in the Torah. Every 

conversational exchange is 

recorded. The contrast with 

the story of the Binding of 

Isaac could not be greater. 

There, almost everything – 

Abraham’s thoughts, Isaac’s 

feelings – is left unsaid. 

Here, everything is said. 

Again, the literary style calls 

our attention to the 

significance of what is 

happening, without telling 

us precisely what it is. 

The explanation is simple 

and unexpected. 

Throughout the story of 

Abraham and Sarah, God 

promises them two things: 

children and a land. The 

promise of the land (“Rise, 

walk in the land throughout 

its length and breadth, for I 

will give it to you,” Gen. 
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13:17) is repeated no less than seven times. The promise 

of children occurs four times. Abraham’s descendants will 

be “a great nation” (Gen. 12:22), as many as “the dust of 

the earth” (Gen. 13.16), and “the stars in the sky” (Gen. 

15:5); he will be the father not of one nation but of many 

(Gen. 17:5). Despite this, when Sarah dies, Abraham has 

not a single inch of land that he can call his own, and he 

has only one child who will continue the covenant, Isaac, 

who is currently unmarried. Neither promise has been 

fulfilled. Hence the extraordinary detail of the two main 

stories in Chayei Sarah: the purchase of land and the 

finding of a wife for Isaac. There is a moral here, and the 

Torah slows down the speed of the narrative as it speeds up 

the action, so that we will not miss the point. 

God promises, but we have to act. God promised Abraham 

the land, but he had to buy the first field. God promised 

Abraham many descendants, but Abraham had to ensure 

that his son was married, and to a woman who would share 

the life of the covenant, so that Abraham would have, as 

we say today, “Jewish grandchildren.” Despite all the 

promises, God does not and will not do it alone. By the very 

act of self-limitation (tzimtzum) through which He creates 

the space for human freedom, God gives us responsibility, 

and only by exercising it do we reach our full stature as 

human beings. God saved Noah from the Flood, but Noah 

had to make the Ark. He gave the land of Israel to the 

people of Israel, but they had to fight the battles. God gives 

us the strength to act, but we have to do the deed. What 

changes the world, what fulfils our destiny, is not what God 

does for us but what we do for God. 

That is what leaders understand, and it is what made 

Abraham the first Jewish leader. Leaders take responsibility 

for creating the conditions through which God’s purposes 

can be fulfilled. They are not passive but active – even in 

old age, like Abraham in this week’s parsha. Indeed, in the 

chapter immediately following the story of finding a wife for 

Isaac, to our surprise, we read that Abraham remarries and 

has eight more children. Whatever else this tells us – and 

there are many interpretations (the most likely being that it 

explains how Abraham became “the father of many 

nations”) – it certainly conveys the point that Abraham 

stayed young the way Moses stayed young, “His eyes were 

undimmed and his natural energy unabated” (Deut. 34:7). 

Though action takes energy, it gives us energy. The 

contrast between Noah in old age and Abraham in old age  

could not be greater. Perhaps, though, the most important 

point of this parsha is that large promises – a land,          

countless children – become real through small beginnings. 

Leaders begin with an envisioned future, but they also 

know that there is a long journey between here and there; 

we can only reach it one act at a time, one day at a time. 

There is no miraculous shortcut – and if there were, it 

would not help. The use of a shortcut would culminate in 

an achievement like Jonah’s gourd, which grew overnight, 

then died overnight. Abraham acquired only a single field 

and had just one son who would continue the covenant. 

Yet he did not complain, and he died serene and satisfied. 

Because he had begun. Because he had left future                      

generations something on which to build. All great change 

is the work of more than one generation, and none of us 

will live to see the full fruit of our endeavors. Leaders see 

the destination, begin the journey, and leave behind them 

those who will continue it. That is enough to endow a life 

with immortality. 



 

GNS YOUTH GROUPS SCHEDULE, SHLICHOT & YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

Welcome to our new  

Bnei Akiva Shlichot Liron and Shira! 

We are thrilled that Bnei Akiva  

is back at Great Neck Synagogue!   

Liron and Shira are already in action in tandem with 

our dynamic youth department to cultivate an even                     

greater love of Israel within our youth!  

We can’t wait for our families to meet them! 

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your homes for 

Shabbat meals.  

The meal train link is: https://rb.gy/wlebp5 



 

NSHA HELMREICH DEDICATION 

https://www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/


 

GNS YOUTH & BIKUR CHOLIM CHESED & LOAVES OF LOVE 



MEN’S CLUB/SISTERHOOD EVENT 

 



 

CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE & GNS YOUTH CHANUKAH EVENT 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 
 

Y 
A 
H 
R 
Z 
E 
I 
T 
S 
 
 
 

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Monday, 19 Cheshvan 

Anne Lupkin for Mary Fischler 

Eli Moradi for Khalil Ghadamian-Moradi 

Jack Lemonik for Irving Lemonik 

Hillel Milun for Nancy Milun 

David Smooha for Edward Nisan 

Susan Aboaf for Edward Nisan 

Debbie Feith for Edward Nisan 

Irene Marcus for David Wineman 

Tuesday, 20 Cheshvan 

Stanley Dacher for Samuel Dacher 

Victor Ancelson for Lviu Galateanu 

Morris Seidman for Kalma Seidman 

Jerrald Weinstein for George Weinstein 

Wednesday, 21 Cheshvan 

Marla Lemonik for Sue Finkelstein 

Paul Brody for Ruth Schaeffer 

Thursday, 22 Cheshvan 

Hal Chadow for Morris Chadow 

Judith Lillien for Herbert Lebovits 

Friday, 23 Cheshvan 

Gitty Louzoun for Henriette Louzoun 

Joseph Sokol for Ida Warren  

Deborah Hollander for Ida Warren 

Saturday, 24 Cheshvan 

Jeffrey Kaufman for Belle Kaufman 

Ron Malen for Akivah ben Moshe Malensky 

Deborah Chadow for Iraj Sefaradi 

Sunday, 25 Cheshvan 

Andrew Allen for Harriet Allen 

Monday, 26 Cheshvan 

Yve Fouladi for Michael Fruhling 

Osanass Shein for Hode Pinsovitz 

Andrew Zinaman for Judith Zinaman 

Mazal Tov to Rachel & Chazan Yitzy Spinner on the Bat 

Mitzvah of their daughter Orly.  

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD DINNER SHOW 

Sat. evening, Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm: Comedy Show at GNS                      

featuring Talia Reese as MC and Danni Cohen, with                    

headliner Danny Naturman. Payment and reservation by 

Nov. 8th by calling Mark Friedman at 516.384.5491.            

Cost for members is $75 and for non-members is $100.            

Sponsorships are available starting at $250.                   

NSHA HONORS THE LEGACY OF DR. WILLIAM 

HELMREICH Z”L 

Honoring the legacy of Dr. William Helmreich z”l. Please 

join us to pay tribute to a pillar of the NSHA, Great Neck 

and Jewish Community as we name the entrance gate to 

our high school campus: Sha’ar Helmreich 

Sunday, October 31 | 5:00 p.m. 

North Shore Hebrew Academy High School 

Covid-19 safety protocols will be maintained. Visit https://

www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/ for more information.  

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck                               

Synagogue’s first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please 

join in the 70th Anniversary by submitting your family            

stories, experiences and photos at the Great Neck                            

Synagogue. Whether you joined 1 year ago, 5 years ago, 

20 years ago or 30-50 years ago, be a part of GNS’s 70th 

Anniversary Memories which will be featured in a special 

70th Anniversary booklet. Please submit by November 1st 

to Mark Twersky at greatnecksynagogue@gmail.com or 

https://www.gns.org/gns-70th-anniversary/ 

CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE 

Sunday, Nov. 21st from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm: Chanukah 

Boutique at Great neck Synagogue. To be a featured         

vendor, please email cgludwig5@gmail.com.  

CLOTHING DRIVE 

SHAI, Sephardic Heritage Alliance Inc., will be hosting a 

drop-off coat and clothing drive to benefit the Great Neck 

Public Schools Clothing pantries, as well as other other local 

need-based organizations. Unfortunately, the local need for 

clothing assistance is increasing and this annual drive is a 

meaningful way to assist neighbors in a dignified and       

tangible way. The coat and clothing drive will be outdoors 

and contactless on Sunday, November 19th from 11:00 

am to 3:00 pm.  

Ziggy Zborowski and family would like to thank Rabbi                          

Polakoff, Rabbi Lichter and the entire community for the                      

outpouring of support following the passing of his beloved 

father Marvin Zborowski z”l.  

CHAVERIM CENTER 

Please join us for another season of Chaverim, beginning 

this Wednesday, Oct. 27th from 11:30 am-1:30 pm in 

the Braun Youth Center.  

WOMEN’S TEFILLAH GROUP                                                          

The Women’s Tefillah Group of GNS presents a night out 

for women to celebrate Rosh Chodesh Kislev on Thurs. 

Nov. 4. at 7 pm. The Topic will be Hanukkah: Thoughts, 

Comments, Inspiration, and we welcome everyone to share 

their related insights and experiences. Details are as         

follows. Location: La Pizzeria Party Room, 114 Middle Neck 

Road, Great Neck, RSVP by Oct. 28 

GNS YOUTH, GNS CONNECTIONS AND BIKUR CHOLIM 

CHANUKAH HOMEMADE CHALLAH (AND/OR BAKED 

GOODS) DELIVERY 

All bakers are invited to make challahs (and/or other baked 

goods) for our elderly, ill and/or homebound GNS members 

to enhance their Chanukah. There are approximately 50 

recipients. Volunteers for delivery are also needed. If you 

are interested in this wonderful chesed opportunity, please 

contact Zehava Atlas (GNS Youth Director) at                                           

zehavaatlas18@gmail.com, Rachel Brecher (GNS                                

Connections Chair) at rachelbrecher@icloud.com or Diane 

Rein (GNS Bikur Cholim Chair) at drein@verizon.net. 
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