
The early history of 

humanity is set out in the 

Torah as a series of 

disappointments. God 

gave human beings 

freedom, which they then 

misused. Adam and Eve 

ate the forbidden fruit. 

Cain murdered Abel. 

Within a relatively short 

time, the world before 

the Flood became 

dominated by violence. 

All flesh perverted its way 

on the earth. God created 

order, but humans 

created chaos. Even after 

the Flood, humanity, in 

the form of the builders 

of Babel, were guilty of 

hubris, thinking that 

people could build a 

tower that “reaches 

heaven” (Gen. 11:4). 

Humans failed to respond 

to God, which is where 

Abraham enters the 

picture. We are not quite 

sure, at the beginning, 

what it is that Abraham is 

summoned to do. We 

know he is commanded 

to leave his land, 

birthplace and father’s 

house and travel “to the 

land I will show you,”  

(Gen. 12:1) but what he 

is to do when he gets 

there, we do not know. 

On this the Torah is 

silent. What is Abraham’s 

mission? What makes 

him special? What makes 

him more than a good 

man in a bad age, as was 

Noah? What makes him a 

leader and the father of a 

nation of leaders? 

To decode the mystery 

we have to recall what 

the Torah has been 

signaling prior to this point. I 

suggest perhaps the key theme 

is a failure of responsibility. 

Adam and Eve lack personal 

responsibility. Adam says, “It 

wasn’t me; it was the woman.” 

Eve says, “It wasn’t me, it was 

the serpent.” It is as if they 

deny being the authors of their 

own stories – as if they do not 

understand either freedom or 

the responsibility it entails. 

Cain does not deny personal 

responsibility. He does not say, 

“It wasn’t me. It was Abel’s 

fault for provoking me.” 

Instead, he denies moral 

responsibility: “Am I my 

brother’s keeper?” Noah fails 

the test of collective 

responsibility. He is a man of 

virtue in an age of vice, but he 

makes no impact on his 

contemporaries. He saves his 

family (and the animals) but 

no one else. According to the 

plain reading of the text, he 

does not even try. If we 

understand this, we 

understand Abraham. He 

exercises personal 

responsibility.  

In parshat Lech Lecha, a 

quarrel breaks out between 

Abraham’s herdsmen and 

those of his nephew Lot. 

Seeing that this was no 

random occurrence but the 

result of their having too many 

cattle to be able to graze 

together, Abraham 

immediately proposes a 

solution: Abram said to Lot, 

“Let there not be a quarrel 

between you and me, or 

between your herders and 

mine, for we are brothers. Is 

not the whole land before you? 

Let’s part company. If you go 

to the left, I will go to the 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on Parshat Vayera 
right; if you go to the right, 

I’ll go to the left.” (Gen. 

13:8-9) Note that Abraham 

passes no judgment. He 

does not ask whose fault 

the argument was. He does 

not ask who will gain from 

any particular outcome. He 

gives Lot the choice. He 

sees the problem and acts. 

In the next chapter of 

Bereishit we are told about 

a local war, as a result of 

which Lot is among the 

people taken captive. 

Immediately Abraham 

gathers a force, pursues the 

invaders, rescues Lot and 

with him, all the other 

captives. He returns these 

captives safely to their 

homes, refusing to take any 

of the spoils of victory that 

he is offered by the grateful 

king of Sodom. This is a 

strange passage – it depicts 

Abraham very differently 

from the nomadic shepherd 

we see elsewhere. The 

passage is best understood 

in the context of the story 

of Cain. Abraham shows he 

is his brother’s (or brother’s 

son’s) keeper. He 

immediately understands 

the nature of moral 

responsibility. Despite the 

fact that Lot chose to live 

where he did with its 

attendant risks, Abraham 

does not say, “His safety is 

his responsibility, not 

mine.”  

Then, in this week’s parsha 

of Vayera, comes the great 

moment: a human being 

challenges God Himself for 

the very first time. God is 

about to pass judgment on 

Sodom. Abraham, fearing 
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that this will mean that the city will be destroyed, says: 

“Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What 

if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really 

sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the 

fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a 

thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the 

righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not 

the Judge of all the earth do justice?” (Gen. 18:23–25) 

This is a remarkable speech. By what right does a mere 

mortal challenge God Himself? The short answer is that God 

Himself signaled that he should. Listen carefully to the text: 

Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 

about to do? Abraham will surely become a great and 

powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed 

through him”…Then the Lord said, “The outcry against 

Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 

that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad 

as the outcry that has reached Me.” (Gen. 18:17–21) Those 

words, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?” 

are a clear hint that God wants Abraham to respond; 

otherwise, why would He have said them? 

The story of Abraham can only be understood against the 

backdrop of the story of Noah. There too, God told Noah in 

advance that he was about to bring punishment to the 

world. So, God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to 

all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of 

them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the 

earth” (Gen. 6:13). Noah did not protest. To the contrary, 

we are told three times that Noah “did as God commanded 

him” (Gen. 6:22; 7:5; 7:9). Noah accepted the verdict. 

Abraham challenged it. Abraham understood the third 

principle we have been exploring over the past few weeks: 

collective responsibility. 

The people of Sodom were not Abraham’s brothers and 

sisters, so he was going beyond even what he did in 

rescuing Lot. He prayed on their behalf because he 

understood the idea of human solidarity, immortally 

expressed by John Donne: No man is an island, Entire of 

itself…Any man’s death diminishes me, For I am involved in 

mankind. 

But a question remains. Why did God call on Abraham to 

challenge Him? Was there anything Abraham knew that God 

didn’t know? That idea is absurd. The answer is surely this: 

Abraham was to become the role model and initiator of a  

new faith, one that would not defend the human status quo 

but challenge it. Abraham had to have the courage to     

challenge God if his descendants were to challenge human 

rulers, as Moses and the Prophets did. Jews do not accept 

the world that is. They challenge it in the name of the 

world that ought to be. This is a critical turning point in 

human history: the birth of the world’s first religion of          

protest – the emergence of a faith that challenges the 

world instead of accepting it. 

Abraham was not a conventional leader. He did not rule a 

nation. There was as yet no nation for him to lead. But he 

was the role model of leadership as Judaism understands 

it. He took responsibility. He acted; he didn’t wait for             

others to act. Of Noah, the Torah says, “he walked with 

God” (Gen. 6:9). But to Abraham, God says, “Walk before 

Me,” (Gen. 17:1), meaning: be a leader. Walk ahead. Take 

personal responsibility. Take moral responsibility. Take 

collective responsibility. Judaism is God’s call to                              

responsibility. 

GNS Class Schedule 

 

Sunday 

9:15 am: Midrash Class - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Monday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz 

8:45 pm: Gemara Sota - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Tuesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Polakoff 

7:00 pm: Parsha ‘n Pizza - Rabbi Lichter 

 

Wednesday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Dr. Alan Mazurek 

9:00 pm: WNL Chabura - Rabbi Lichter  

 

Thursday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Lichter 

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash - Rabbi Polakoff  

 

Friday 

8:30 am: Scholars’ Kollel - Rabbi Froimowitz  

 

Shabbat 

8:30 am: Parsha Shiur 

1 hr. before Mincha: Gemara Moed Katan  

Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter 



 

GNS YOUTH GROUPS SCHEDULE 



 

NSHA EVENTS & WELCOME TO OUR NEW SHLICHOT 

Welcome to our new  

Bnei Akiva Shlichot Liron and Shira! 

We are thrilled that Bnei Akiva  

is back at Great Neck Synagogue!   

Liron and Shira are already in action             

in tandem with our dynamic youth                              

department to cultivate an even                     

greater love of Israel within our youth!  

We can’t wait for our families  

to meet them! 

Please welcome Liron and Shira to your 

homes for Shabbat meals.  

The meal train link is:  

https://rb.gy/wlebp5 Shira & Liron 

https://www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/


 

MEN’S CLUB/SISTERHOOD EVENT 



 

CHANUKAH BOUTIQUE 



 

GREAT NECK SHED THE MEDS EVENT 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

CHAVERWEB 

Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your             

account status, pay your bills and manage your online             

profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

HUNGER INITIATIVE 

During these difficult times, we are providing food for       

numerous families in our community and nearby areas. If 

you cook in  excess during the week, please freeze your  

extras, neatly wrap them and drop them off in the cooler on 

the porch at 91 Baker Hill road on Friday from 7am-1 pm. 

PLEASE DO NOT DROP PERISHABLE FOOD OFF DURING THE 

WEEK. Canned goods, cereal, any grocery items, fruit and 

vegetables are also appreciated. If you would like to                  

volunteer to make a deliveries and help collect food for 

these families, Please contact Cindy Hodkin at 516.317.9632 

or at koshercookinggn@gmail.com.  

Monday, 12 Cheshvan 

Roslyn Dicker for Miriam Gottlieb 

Sydelle Knepper for Rosalie Marin 

Tricia Moslin for Nycha Solomon 

Tuesday, 13 Cheshvan 

David Benrimon for Jacob Benrimon 

Eva Bachrach for Josef Grunfarb 

Elana Jochimek for Susan Jochimek 

Ron Malen for Yitzchak ben Avraham Noveck 

Abigail Epstein for Howard Ostrin 

Wednesday, 14 Cheshvan 

Ellen Siegel for Shirley Crair 

Adam Zalta for Lori Zalta 

Saturday, 17 Cheshvan 

Perry Schneider for Sandra Schneider 

Sunday, 18 Cheshvan 

Osnass Shein for Simchat Charchat 

Tina Machnikoff for Florence Steinberg 

Joyce Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 

Lisa Adler for Geraldine Zeff 

Ronald Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 

Steven Swartz for Geraldine Zeff 

Monday, 19 Cheshvan 

Anne Lupkin for Mary Fischler 

Eli Moradi for Khalil Ghadamian-Moradi 

Jack Lemonik for Irving lemonik 

Hillel Milun for Nancy Milun 

David Smooha for Edward Nisan 

Susan Aboaf for Edward Nisan 

Debbie Feith for Edward Nisan 

Irene Marcus for David Wineman 

Mazal Tov to Mariana Naim on the birth of a                               

granddaughter, born to her children Judy & Jonathan 

Naim.  

Mazal Tov to Dalia & David Khalili on the birth of a 

granddaughter, born to their children Limor & Ben 

Khakshoor.  

NSHAHS SHABBAT ONEG 

All current and prospective students are invited to a 

NSHAHS Shabbat Oneg with Rabbi Dr. Noam Weinberg this 

Shabbat October 22nd at 9:00 pm at the Gelberg 

home, hosted outside at 29 North Clover Drive.  

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD DINNER SHOW 

Sat. evening, Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm: Comedy Show at GNS                      

featuring Talia Reese as MC and Danni Cohen, with                    

headliner Danny Naturman. Payment and reservation by 

Nov. 8th by calling Mark Friedman at 516.384.5491.            

Cost for members is $75 and for non-members is $100.            

Sponsorships are available starting at $250.                   

NSHA HONORS THE LEGACY OF DR. WILLIAM 

HELMREICH Z”L 

Honoring the legacy of Dr. William Helmreich z”l. Please 

join us to pay tribute to a pillar of the NSHA, Great Neck 

and Jewish Community as we name the entrance gate to 

our high school campus: Sha’ar Helmreich 

Sunday, October 31 | 5:00 p.m. 

North Shore Hebrew Academy High School 

Covid-19 safety protocols will be maintained. Visit https://

www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/ for more information.  

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck                               

Synagogue’s first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please 

join in the 70th Anniversary by submitting your family            

stories, experiences and photos at the Great Neck                            

Synagogue. Whether you joined 1 year ago, 5 years ago, 

20 years ago or 30-50 years ago, be a part of GNS’s 70th 

Anniversary Memories which will be featured in a special 

70th Anniversary booklet. Please submit by November 1st 

to Mark Twersky at greatnecksynagogue@gmail.com or 

https://www.gns.org/gns-70th-anniversary/ 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

UPDATE FROM WOMEN’S TEFILA 

To stay posted on events hosted by the Women’s Tefila 

Group, join our email group by contacting Louise Kahn 

at kahnmd@verizon.net or 516-482-1837. 

SHED THE MEDS EVENT 

Residents can drop off sharps and pharmaceutical waste at 

the district’s contactless drive-thru at 236 East Shore Rd. on 

Sunday Oct. 24th from 10:30 am - 1:30 pm.  

mailto:mtwersky@gns.org
mailto:kahnmd@verizon.net

