
Leaders lead. That does 

not mean to say that 

they do not follow. But 

what they follow is 

different from what most 

people follow. They don’t 

conform for the sake of 

conforming. They don’t 

do what others do merely 

because others are doing 

it. They follow an inner 

voice, a call. They have a 

vision, not of what is, but 

of what might be. They 

think outside the box. 

They march to a different 

tune. Never was this 

more dramatically 

signaled than in the first 

words of God to 

Abraham, the words that 

set Jewish history in 

motion: “Leave your 

land, your birthplace and 

your father’s house and 

go to the land that I will 

show you. (Gen. 12:1)” 

Why? Because people do 

conform. They adopt the 

standards and absorb the 

culture of the time and 

place in which they live – 

“your land.” At a deeper 

level, they are influenced 

by friends and neighbors 

– “your birthplace.” More 

deeply still they are 

shaped by their parents, 

and the family in which 

they grew up – “your 

father’s house.” I want 

you, says God to 

Abraham, to be different. 

Not for the sake of being 

different, but for the sake 

of starting something 

new: a religion that will not 

worship power and the 

symbols of power – for that is 

what idols really were and are. 

I want you, said God, to “teach 

your children and your 

household afterward to follow 

the way of the Lord by doing 

what is right and just” (Gen. 

18:19). 

To be a Jew is to be willing to 

challenge the prevailing 

consensus when, as so often 

happens, nations slip into 

worshipping the old gods. They 

did so in Europe throughout 

the nineteenth and early 

twentieth century. That was 

the age of nationalism: the 

pursuit of power in the name of 

the nation-state that led to two 

world wars and tens of millions 

of deaths. It is the age we are 

living in now as North Korea 

acquires and Iran pursues 

nuclear weapons so that they 

can impose their ambitions by 

force. It is what is happening 

today throughout much of the 

Middle East and Africa as 

nations descend into violence 

and into what Hobbes called 

“the war of every man against 

every man.” 

We make a mistake when we 

think of idols in terms of their 

physical appearance – statues, 

figurines, icons. In that sense 

they belong to the ancient 

times we have long outgrown. 

The way to think of idols is in 

terms of what they represent. 

They symbolize power. That is 

what Ra was for the Egyptians, 

Baal for the Canaanites, 
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Zeus for the Greeks, and 

what missiles and bombs 

are for terrorists and rogue 

states today. Power allows 

us to rule over others 

without their consent. As 

the Greek historian 

Thucydides put it: “The 

strong do what they wish 

and the weak suffer what 

they must.” Judaism is a 

sustained critique of power. 

That is the conclusion I 

have reached after a 

lifetime of studying our 

sacred texts. It is about 

how a nation can be formed 

on the basis of shared 

commitment and collective 

responsibility. It is about 

how to construct a society 

that honors the human 

person as the image and 

likeness of God. It is about 

a vision, never fully realized 

but never abandoned, of a 

world based on justice and 

compassion, in which “They 

will neither harm nor 

destroy on all My holy 

mountain, for the earth will 

be filled with the knowledge 

of the Lord as the waters 

cover the sea” (Isaiah 

11:9). 

Abraham is without doubt 

the most influential person 

who ever lived. Today he is 

claimed as the spiritual 

ancestor of 2.3 billion 

Christians, 1.8 billion 

Muslims and 14 million 

Jews, more than half the 

people alive today. Yet he 

ruled no empire, 
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commanded no great army, performed no miracles and 

proclaimed no prophecy. He is the supreme example in all 

of history of influence without power. Why? Because he was 

prepared to be different. As the Sages say, he was called ha

-ivri, “the Hebrew,” because “all the world was on one side 

(be-ever echad) and he was on the other”. Leadership, as 

every leader knows, can be lonely. Yet you continue to do 

what you have to do because you know that the majority is 

not always right and conventional wisdom is not always 

wise. Dead fish go with the flow. Live fish swim against the 

current. So it is with conscience and courage. So it is with 

the children of Abraham. They are prepared to challenge 

the idols of the age. 

After the Holocaust, some social scientists were haunted by 

the question of why so many people were prepared, 

whether by active participation or silent consent, to go 

along with a regime that was committing one of the great 

crimes against humanity. One key experiment was 

conducted by Solomon Asch. He assembled a group of 

people, asking them to perform a series of simple cognitive 

tasks. They were shown two cards, one with a line on it, the 

other with three lines of different lengths, and asked which 

was the same size as the line on the first. Unbeknown to 

one participant, all the others had been briefed by Asch to 

give the correct answer for the first few cards, and then to 

answer incorrectly for most of the rest. On a significant 

number of occasions the experimental subject gave an 

answer he could see was the wrong, because everyone else 

had done so. Such is the power of the pressure to conform: 

it can lead us to say what we know is untrue. 

More frightening still was the Stanford experiment carried 

out in the early 1970s by Philip Zimbardo. The participants 

were randomly assigned roles as guards or prisoners in a 

mock prison. Within days the students cast as guards were 

behaving abusively, some of them subjecting the 

“prisoners” to psychological torture. The students cast as 

prisoners put up with this passively, even siding with the 

guards against those who resisted. The experiment was 

called off after six days, by which time even Zimbardo had 

found himself drawn into the artificial reality he had 

created. The pressure to conform to assigned roles is strong 

enough to lead people into doing what they know is wrong. 

That is why Abraham, at the start of his mission, was told 

to leave “his land, his birthplace and his father’s house,” to 

free himself from the pressure to conform. Leaders must be 

prepared not to follow the consensus. One of the great 

writers on leadership, Warren Bennis, writes: “By the time 

we reach puberty, the world has shaped us to a greater 

extent than we realize. Our family, friends, and society in 

general have told us – by word and example – how to be. 

But people begin to become leaders at that moment when 

they decide for themselves how to be.” 

One reason why Jews have become, out of all proportion to 

their numbers, leaders in almost every sphere of human 

endeavor, is precisely this willingness to be different. 

Throughout the centuries, Jews have been the most                     

striking example of a group that refused to assimilate to 

the dominant culture or convert to the dominant faith. One 

other finding of Solomon Asch is worth noting. He noted 

that when just one other person was willing to support the 

individual who could see that the others were giving the 

wrong answer, it gave him the strength to stand up against 

the consensus. That is why, however small their numbers, 

Jews created communities. It is hard to lead alone, far less 

hard to lead in the company of others even if you are a 

minority. Judaism is the counter-voice in the conversation 

of humankind. As Jews, we do not follow the majority 

merely because it is the majority. In age after age, century 

after century, Jews were prepared to do what the poet 

Robert Frost immortalized: Two roads diverged in a wood, 

and I, I took the one less travelled by, And that has made 

all the difference. It is what makes a nation of leaders. 
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 Dear Friends, 

 It’s never too late to say thank you. Our Team was swamped with the overwhelming need for 

food in our community and through the Jewish agencies which source food from us. The need was                               

unprecedented and we are grateful to live in the midst of such a generous and thoughtful                  

community. This year, we said goodbye to our co-founder Nechama Liss-Levinson, who has retired 

from our Initiative and moved on to new opportunities for Chesed closer to her children. We are sure 

she will be an inspiration to her new community. 

 Once again, because of the restraints of COVID, most of our food was sourced from Shop          

Delight. Despite a flood and loss of power the day before our initiative, once again, Eddie pulled 

through, packing for us and providing our meals and groceries at pricing too good to be true to           

almost 250 families this year. The total number of meals we delivered was well over 1000. 

 Our listing of gratitude follow in no particular order. 

 This year was a particular challenge as our Initiative was held the day after the terrible storm 

that flooded so many parts of Great Neck. Despite terribly adverse circumstances, Michelle Berman 

and Marla Lemonik spearheaded our deliveries, ensuring food was delivered to all in need. 

 Thank you again to Marla Lemonik for baking and sourcing bakers to us so that we can ensure 

extra sweets to our recipients. An extra thank you to David Lemonik and Emmanuel Leibowitz and 

Anica and Elija Leibowitz who, despite a day off from school, helped us enormously. 

 Understanding the great need this year, Sisterhood and the Men’s Club gave very generous             

donations to us. Sisterhood once again sponsored the roses we give our recipients but gave a               

generous contribution as well. Equally important, they sent the word to our Men’s Club which 

matched their contribution. Thank you also to Diane Rein who arranges for the roses our recipients 

receive. 

 Harriet Cooper and her family have been making hundreds of beautiful cards for us over the 

years and once again did not disappoint! This year, our Chaverim members also participated in         

making beautiful cards. 

 This year we asked the agencies which receive food from us for their members to help with           

delivering food to their recipients. That does not cover all of our deliveries, so thank you to all of you 

who helped deliver food this year. We would also like to thank those who help us deliver food on a 

weekly or monthly basis for us. If you are interested in helping out once a month, please contact  

Cindy Hodkin at koshercookinggn@gmail.com. 

 We couldn’t succeed without the help of Dario and his staff. They set up, clear our refuse and 

shlep for us. The generous donations we receive from our Shul Community, often unsolicited ensure 

our continuity. You know who you are, and we are very appreciative of each and every donation. 

Every dollar we receive goes toward providing food for people in need.  

 Finally, thank you to Mark and Jimmy for all of the administrative support and to Rabbi         

Polakoff and Rabbi Lichter who encourage our Shul Community to get involved. Please forgive us if 

your name is omitted, we have so many volunteers it is impossible to name you all. We are so            

thankful for those of you who have been with us over the past 13 years and for all of our                           

newcomers.  

 Passover is coming! Contact one of us to join our team! May Hashem continue to bestow 

blessings on all of us so that we can continue this worthwhile project! 

 

Cindy, Michelle and Marla 

Co-chairs Pass it Forward  

THANK YOU FROM PASS IT FORWARD 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

Monday, 5 Cheshvan 

Stuart Braunstein for Stanley Braunstein 

Albert Safdieh for Julia Safdieh 

Pari Schwartz for Kahtoun Torkan 

Tuesday, 6 Cheshvan 

Paul Brody for Joseph Brody 

Wednesday, 7 Cheshvan 

Eli Engelstein for Abraham Engelstein 

Jill Swartz for Harvey Kronish 

Thursday, 8 Cheshvan 

Laurie Mermelstein for Carl Berlin 

Harold Domnitch for Alice Smoklow 

Saturday, 10 Cheshvan 

Sharon Janovic for Joseph Janovic 

Marc Kalter for Harold Kalter 

Albert Miller for Israel Miller 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Abraham Rabinowitz 

Shulamit Soleimani for Aharon Shraga 

Sunday, 11 Cheshvan 

Steven Blumner for Dov ben Chaim 

Charles Mandlebaum for Jack Mandelbaum 

Evelyn Henis for Harry Noah 

Josh Windsor for Leo Obstfeld 

Monday, 12 Cheshvan 

Roslyn Dicker for Miriam Gottlieb 

Sydelle Knepper for Rosalie Marin 

Tricia Moslin for Nycha Solomon 

Mazal Tov to Jessica & Evan Shusterman on the Bar 

Mitzvah of their son Miles.  

Mazal Tov to Rebeka & David Simhaee on the Bat             

Mitzvah of their daughter Chana.  

Mazal Tov to Cheryl Sneag on the birth of a grandson, 

born to her children Abby & Dan Israel.  

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Dale & Ellen Polakoff on the birth of 

a granddaughter, the newest daughter of Ilana & Shlomo 

Barry. Mazal Tov to big sisters Gail and Miri.  

Mazal Tov to Cheryl & Ron Silverman on the birth of 

their grandson, born to their children Nechama &                      

Jonathan Silverman.  

Mazal Tov to Jamie & Michael Katz on the engagement of 

their son Jason to Ziona Sober from New Rochelle.                

Mazal Tov as well to grandparents Joan & Henry Katz.  

Mazal Tov to Anita & Hal Beretz on the birth of a great 

grandson, born to their grandchildren Jacob & Jordana 

Kestenbaum.  

NSHAHS SHABBAT ONEG 

All current and prospective students are invited to a 

NSHAHS Shabbat Oneg with Rabbi Dr. Noam Weinberg on 

Shabbat October 22nd at 9:00 pm at the Gelberg 

home, hosted outside at 29 North Clover Drive.  

MEN’S CLUB & SISTERHOOD DINNER SHOW 

Sat. evening, Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm: Comedy Show at GNS                      

featuring Talia Reese as MC and Danni Cohen, with                    

headliner Danny Naturman. Payment and reservation by 

Nov. 8th by calling Mark Friedman at 516.384.5491.            

Cost for members is $75 and for non-members is $100.            

Sponsorships are available starting at $250.                   

NSHA HONORS THE LEGACY OF DR. WILLIAM 

HELMREICH Z”L 

Honoring the legacy of Dr. William Helmreich z”l. Please 

join us to pay tribute to a pillar of the NSHA, Great Neck 

and Jewish Community as we name the entrance gate to 

our high school campus: Sha’ar Helmreich 

Sunday, October 31 | 5:00 p.m. 

North Shore Hebrew Academy High School 

Covid-19 safety protocols will be maintained. Visit https://

www.nsha.org/shaar-helmreich/ for more information.  

TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO WALK WITH SHARSHERET 

On October 17th, Sharsheret will have two separate teams 

joining thousands of women and men gathering in New York 

City and Jones Beach to participate in two different ACS 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 5 mile walks.                     

Hundreds of Sharsheret volunteers, friends, and family 

members will come together to form Team Sharsheret for 

this breast cancer fundraising and awareness event. Please 

visit https://sharsheret.org/event/team-sharsheret-at-acs-

making-strides-walk/ for more information.  

GNS’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                                                                                        

Our Shul is celebrating 70 Years! The Great Neck                               

Synagogue’s first minyan took place Pesach 1951. Please 

join in the 70th Anniversary by submitting your family            

stories, experiences and photos at the Great Neck                            

Synagogue. Whether you joined 1 year ago, 5 years ago, 

20 years ago or 30-50 years ago, be a part of GNS’s 70th 

Anniversary Memories which will be featured in a special 

70th Anniversary booklet. Please submit by November 1st 

to Mark Twersky at mtwersky@gns.org.  

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE, SPONSORSHIP                             

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,                

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by today 

Monday, October 11th to drein@verizon.net. Thank you 

very much to our SCOPE sponsors for their strong support 

by sponsoring 3 issues for a total cost of $100 for the year. 

We strongly encourage others who are not currently         

SCOPE sponsors to have their names added. You can              

dedicate the sponsorship in honor or in memory of a loved 

one. Thank you so much! 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. We 

are planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as 

gluten free, sugar free, vegan, etc. For information or     

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

SUNDAY BREAKFAST                                                                   

Sunday Breakfast is sponsored by Charles Mandelbaum 

in loving memory of Jack Mandelbaum, Yehuda Zelig ben           

Joseph z”l.  
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