
At the end of his life, 

having given the 

Israelites at God’s behest 

612 commands, Moses 

gave them the final 

mitzvah: “Now therefore 

write down for yourselves 

this song and teach it to 

the people of Israel. Put 

it in their mouths, that 

this song may be My 

witness against the 

people of Israel” (Deut. 

31:19). According to the 

plain sense of the verse, 

God was speaking to 

Moses and Joshua and 

was referring to the song 

in the following chapter, 

“Listen, O heavens, and I 

will speak; hear, O earth, 

the words of my 

mouth” (Deut. 32:1). 

However, Oral Tradition 

gave it a different and 

much wider 

interpretation, 

understanding it as a 

command for every Jew 

to write, or at least take 

some part in writing, a 

Sefer Torah: Said 

Rabbah: Even though our 

ancestors have left us a 

scroll of the Torah, it is 

our religious duty to write 

one for ourselves, as it is 

said: “Now therefore 

write down for yourselves 

this song and teach it to 

the people of Israel. Put 

it in their mouths, that 

this song may be My 

witness against the 

people of Israel.”  

Sanhedrin 21b) 

The logic of the 

interpretation seems to 

be, first, that the phrase 

“write down for 

yourselves” could be 

construed as referring to every 

Israelite (Ibn Ezra), not just 

Moses and Joshua. Second, the 

passage goes on to say (Deut. 

31:24): “Moses finished writing 

in the book the words of this 

law from beginning to end.” 

The Talmud offers a third 

reason. The verse goes on to 

say: “That this song may be 

My witness against the people” 

– implying the Torah as a 

whole, not just the song in 

chapter 32 (Nedarim 38a). 

Thus understood, Moses’ final 

message to the Israelites was: 

“It is not enough that you have 

received the Torah from me. 

You must make it new again in 

every generation.” The 

covenant was not to grow old. 

It had to be periodically 

renewed. So it is to this day 

that Torah scrolls are still 

written as in ancient times, by 

hand, on parchment, using a 

quill – as were the Dead Sea 

Scrolls two thousand years 

ago. In a religion almost 

devoid of sacred objects 

(icons, relics), the Torah scroll 

is the nearest Judaism comes 

to endowing a physical entity 

with sanctity. 

My earliest memories are of 

going to my late grandfather’s 

little beit midrash in North 

London and being given the 

privilege, as a two or three-

year-old child, of putting the 

bells on the Torah scroll after it 

had been lifted, rolled, and 

rebound in its velvet cover. 

Even then, I had a sense of the 

awe in which the scroll was 

held by the worshippers in that 

little house of study and 

prayer. Many of them were 

refugees. They spoke with 

heavy accents redolent of 

worlds they had left, worlds 

Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Vayeilech 
that I later discovered had 

been destroyed in the 

Holocaust. There was an air 

of ineffable sadness about 

the tunes they sang – 

always in a minor key. But 

their love for the parchment 

scroll was palpable. I later 

defined it as their 

equivalent of the rabbinic 

tradition about the Ark in 

the wilderness: it carried 

those who carried it (Rashi 

to I Chr. 15:26). It was my 

first intimation that Judaism 

is the story of a love affair 

between a people and a 

book, the Book of books. 

What, though – if we take 

the command to refer to the 

whole Torah and not just 

one chapter – is the 

significance of the word 

“song” (shira): “Now 

therefore write down for 

yourselves this song”? The 

word shira appears five 

times in this passage. It is 

clearly a key word. Why? 

On this, two nineteenth-

century scholars offered 

striking explanations. The 

Netziv (Rabbi Naftali Zvi 

Yehuda Berlin, 1816–1893, 

one of the great yeshiva 

heads of the nineteenth 

century) interprets it to 

mean that the whole Torah 

should be read as poetry, 

not prose; the word shira in 

Hebrew means both a song 

and a poem. To be sure, 

most of the Torah is written 

in prose, but the Netziv 

argued that it has two 

characteristics of poetry. 

First, it is allusive rather 

than explicit. It leaves 

unsaid more than is said. 

Secondly, like poetry, it 

hints at deeper reservoirs of 
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Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting 6:53 pm 

Friday Mincha 6:55 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main Sanctuary 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash  9:15 am 

Youth Minyan 9:45 am 

Mincha 6:20 pm 

Shabbat Shuvah 
Drasha 

6:50 pm 

Shabbat Ends 8:00 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

September 11 9:41/10:44 am 

September 18 9:43/10:45 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Ha’azinu 

Candle Lighting 6:42 pm 

Mincha 6:45 pm                 
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meaning, sometimes by the use of an unusual word or 

sentence construction. Descriptive prose carries its meaning 

on the surface. The Torah, like poetry, does not.  

In this brilliant insight, the Netziv anticipates one of the 

great twentieth-century essays on biblical prose, Erich 

Auerbach’s “Odysseus’ Scar.” Auerbach contrasts the 

narrative style of Genesis with that of Homer. Homer uses 

dazzlingly detailed descriptions so that each scene is set out 

pictorially as if bathed in sunlight. By contrast, biblical 

narrative is spare and understated. In the example 

Auerbach cites – the story of the binding of Isaac – we do 

not know what the main characters look like, what they are 

feeling, what they are wearing, what landscapes they are 

passing through.The decisive points of the narrative alone 

are emphasized, what lies between is non-existent; time 

and place are undefined and call for interpretation; 

thoughts and feelings remain unexpressed, only suggested 

by the silence and the fragmentary speeches; the whole, 

permeated with the most unrelieved suspense and directed 

towards a single goal, remains mysterious and “fraught with 

background.” 

A completely different aspect is alluded to by Rabbi Yechiel 

Michel Epstein, author of the halachic code Aruch 

HaShulchan. Epstein points out that the rabbinic literature 

is full of arguments, about which the Sages said: “These 

and those are the words of the living God.” This, says 

Epstein, is one of the reasons the Torah is called “a song” – 

because a song becomes more beautiful when scored for 

many voices interwoven in complex harmonies. 

I would suggest a third dimension. The 613th command is 

not simply about the Torah, but about the duty to make the 

Torah new in each generation. To make the Torah live 

anew, it is not enough to hand it on cognitively – as mere 

history and law. It must speak to us affectively, 

emotionally. Judaism is a religion of words, and yet 

whenever the language of Judaism aspires to the spiritual it 

breaks into song, as if the words themselves sought escape 

from the gravitational pull of finite meanings. There is 

something about melody that intimates a reality beyond our 

grasp, what William Wordsworth called the sense sublime/

Of something far more deeply interfused/Whose dwelling is 

the light of setting suns/And the round ocean and the living 

air. Words are the language of the mind. Music is the 

language of the soul. 

The 613th command, to make the Torah new in every    

generation, symbolizes the fact that though the Torah was 

given once, it must be received many times, as each of us, 

through our study and practice, strives to recapture the 

pristine voice heard at Mount Sinai. That requires emotion, 

not just intellect. It means treating Torah not just as words 

read, but also as a melody sung. The Torah is God’s                   

libretto, and we, the Jewish people, are His choir, the           

performers of His choral symphony. And though when Jews 

speak they often argue, when they sing, they sing in                       

harmony, as the Israelites did at the Red Sea, because 

music is the language of the soul, and at the level of the 

soul Jews enter the unity of the Divine which transcends 

the oppositions of lower worlds. The Torah is God’s song, 

and we collectively are its singers. 

 
 

Great Neck Synagogue  
KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 

 
Please pick up bags in GNS lobby 

 
Please fill this bag with: 

CHEERIOS, TUNA FISH, PASTA,                    
COFFEE, TEA, PEANUT BUTTER,                   
DRIED BEANS, GRAPE JUICE,                        
SOUP, CRACKERS & DIAPERS 

 
And return it to: 

Great Neck Synagogue  
ON or BEFORE Kol Nidre Night 

 
“Surely this is the fast I choose… 
Share your food with the hungry”  

                          Isaiah 
 

FOOD WILL GO TO  
LONG ISLAND FOOD PANTRIES 

 
THANKS FOR HELPING THOSE IN NEED 



 

WEEK’S SCHEDULE 

 

Monday, September 6th   

Erev Rosh Hashana 

Mikvah open with appointment HERE                   

from 5:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Selichot: 7:00 am 

Shacharit: 8:00 am 

Candle Lighting: 7:00 pm 

Mincha: 7:00 pm 

 

Tuesday, September 7th  

Rosh Hashana I 

Shacharit: 8:00 am 

Tashlich should be said this afternoon 

Mincha: 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting: after 7:59 pm 

 

Wednesday, September 8th   

Rosh Hashana II 

Shacharit: 8:00 am 

Mincha: 7:00 pm 

Yom Tov Ends: 8:05 pm 

 

Thursday, September 9th  

Tzom Gedaliah 

Fast Begins: 5:06 am 

Shacharit: 6:20/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Mincha: 6:50 pm 

Fast Ends: 7:48 pm 

 

Friday, September 10th  

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Candle Lighting: 6:53 pm 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Shabbat, September, 11th  

Shabbat Shuvah 

Mincha: 6:25 pm 

Rabbi Polakoff’s Shabbat Shuvah Drasha: 

6:50 pm 

“Twenty Years Later: A Zichronot Insight  

into Tragedy & Challenge” 

Shabbat Ends: 8:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 12th  

Selichot: 7:55 am 

Shacharit: 8:30 am 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Monday, September, 13th  

Shacharit: 6:20/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Tuesday, September, 14th  

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Wednesday, September 15th                            

Erev Yom Kippur 

Selichot followed by Shacharit:                            

6:30/7:30 am 

Mincha: 3:00/4:00 pm 

Candle Lighting: 6:45 pm 

Kol Nidrei: 6:35 pm 

Fast Begins: 7:03 pm 

 

Thursday, September, 16th  

Shacharit: 8:30 am 

Yizkor approx: 12:00 pm 

Mincha (Beit Midrash): 4:45 pm 

Mincha (Main, Mender & Tent): 5:00 pm 

Yom Kippur Ends: 7:43 pm 

 

Friday, September, 17th  

Shacharit: 6:45/7:45 am 

Candle Lighting: 6:42 pm 

Mincha: 6:45 pm 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11QPgXbuCkiQ5ZxNgaReOEfWQcWGfkV_udWsVM1fM9Vo/edit#gid=0


 

GNS ROSH HASHANA GROUPS & GUIDELINES 

Dear GNS Parents, 

We are looking forward to a meaningful and enjoyable Yom Tov season! We have many exciting 

events and activities planned. Obviously, current circumstances are not ideal. Based on the guidance 

of the GNS COVID Task Force the following are guidelines for Rosh HaShana youth groups.                    

Please review these carefully and feel free to reach out to us with any questions. 

1. All children attending groups for Rosh HaShana and/or Yom Kippur must be registered by                

Friday, September 3rd. Link is below. 

2. Children under the age of 4 are not permitted in groups. 

3. Parents must bring their children through the NSHA entrance located in the parking lot.  

Children are not permitted into the GNS side of the building. 

4. Children must stay in the NSHA wing for the duration of tefillah. Specific locations for each 

group are noted on the flyer. 

5. Children must wear masks at all times when they are in the building. 

6. Vaccinated coaches and counselors will be leading groups. 

7. GNS youth leaders will be available to communicate to parents for emergencies only. 

8. At the conclusion of tefillah, parents should pick their children up from the NSHA wing and walk 

out with them through the NSHA entrance. 

To sign up for Rosh HaShana Groups Click Here 

 

Wishing you and your families a Shana Tova! 

Dr. Mike and Morah Zehava 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gdXSSl-WvltN0qbwoXbAryvOCIxUd66vd29R0P8UE98/edit


 

GNS YOUTH TASHLICH 



 

GNS ROSH HASHANA PASS IT FORWARD 



 

UPCOMING SHIURIM 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5781                      

is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact                          

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

CHAVERWEB 

Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your             

account status, pay your bills and manage your online             

profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

Monday, 29 Elul 

Susan Mayer for Frieda Abramson 

Zachary Dicker for Mintza Dicker 

Edward Parver for Harry Parver 

Tuesday, 1 Tishrei 

Charles Berger for Ellen Berger 

Abraham Glasman for Arthur Glasman 

Chava Shalmon for Abraham Grinszpan 

Bijan Niknam for Avraham Rouhollah Niknam 

Robert Spitalnick for Eliyahu Shpitalnick 

Robert Spitalnick for Sora Shpitalnick 

Wednesday, 2Tishrei 

Vicki Maher for Herschel Brzezinski 

Thursday, 3 Tishrei 

Leon Fuks for Sarah Fuks 

Hillel Milun for Lynne Milun 

Charlene Milun for Lynne Milun 

Hadassah Wachstock for Lazar Wachstock 

Friday, 4 Tishrei 

Elizabeth Lieberman for Sarah Fox 

Sharon Goldwyn for Jennie Goldwyn 

Jerrald Weinstein for Raoul Kloogman 

Milton Mitzner for Sam Mitzner 

Howard Wolf for Herman Wolf 

Saturday, 5 Tishrei 

Emma Laskin-Baum for Paul Laskin 

Sunday, 6 Tishrei 

Martin Hoffman for Ruth Hoffman 

Klara Brand for Hajnal Sabov 

Monday, 7 Tishrei 

Pearl Ginsburg for Lena Ginsburg 

Rivka Rosenberg for Noga Zaharon 

Mazal Tov to Dina & Jonathan Ohebshalom on the birth 

of a grandson, born to their children, Jacqueline & Meir 

Lesches. Mazal Tov to great grandparents Rabbi Israel & 

Bella Grosz and Robert & Minu Ohebshalom.   

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOM KIPPUR APPEAL                     

Volunteers needed to help with the Yom Kippur Appeal. 

Please contact Howard Wolf, Diane Rein, Dov Sassoon or 

Mark Twersky. 

GNS YOUTH EVENT 

To all parents of GNS Youth, please make sure you have 

signed your child/ren up for GNS Groups through the 

google form HERE.  

Tashlich Together: Tues. Sept. 7th, 5:00 pm on the first 

day of Rosh Hashana, come join at the Atlas home, 40 Old 

Pond Rd. for Youth Tashlich.  

MIKVAH FOR ROSH HASHANA 

We will be opening the mikvah for use for men on Erev Rosh 

Hashanah, September 6 from 5am-3pm by appointment 

only. Please sign-up HERE for an appointment on the google 

form. We ask you to adhere to your appointment to                    

maintain cleanliness at the mikvah. Please bring your own 

towel and wear a mask if you are not vaccinated. The              

mikvah room will be cleaned between each use. The cost of 

the mikvah for men is $36.00. Please bring a check or exact 

change. For any questions please email                                                     

northshoremikvahassociation@gmail.com.  

VACCINATION CARDS FOR ROSH HASHANA 

If you are planning to come to GNS for RH/YK, you must               

provide the shul with proof of vaccination. This can be 

done by responding to the email you received to upload 

your vaccination card or by bringing your vaccination card 

into the GNS office. All family members who are planning 

to attend must have their card on file or the security will 

not permit you entry into the building. We thank you for 

your cooperation.  

SHIURIM DURING ASERET YIMEI TESHUVAH 

Rabbi Polakoff’s Shabbat Shuvah Drasha is Shabbat, 

Sept. 11th at 6:50 pm entitled “20 years Later:                                 

A Zichronot Insight into Tragedy & Challenge.” 

Join us as well on Monday evening, Sept. 13th at 8:00 

pm on zoom for two 30 minute shiurim on insights into the 

Yomim Noraim, given by Rabbis Polakoff and Lichter.  

SISTERHOOD ROSH HASHANA CARDS & NEWS 

Sisterhood Rosh Hashana cards are available for purchase 

at 10 cards/$18. Available in shul office or by calling Judy 

Lillien at 516.487.6845 for pickup.  

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

GNS KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 

Please pick up bags in GNS lobby and fill with cheerios, tuna 

fish, pasta, coffee, tea, peanut butter, dried beans, grape 

juice, soup, crackers & diapers. Please return it to GNS on or 

before Kol Nidrei Night. Food will go to Long Island food 

pantries. Thank you for helping those in need.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gdXSSl-WvltN0qbwoXbAryvOCIxUd66vd29R0P8UE98/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/11QPgXbuCkiQ5ZxNgaReOEfWQcWGfkV_udWsVM1fM9Vo/edit#gid=0

