
“And you shall take for 

yourselves on the first 

day, fruit of the esrog 

tree, date-palm 

branches, twigs of the 

myrtle tree, and brook 

willows, and you shall 

rejoice before Hashem, 

your Lord, for seven 

days.” (VaYikra 23, 40) 

The holiday of Sukkos is 

referred to as ‘Zman 

Simchaseinu’ – ‘the 

period of our rejoicing’. 

Though the Mitzva of 

”v’Samachta B’Chagecha’ 

applies to each of the 

Shalosh Regalim, this 

particular Yom Tov 

contains an innate 

element of rejoicing 

which is the basis of the 

holiday, not merely an 

added requirement. 

This verse seems to 

indicate that the taking of 

the four species is an 

innate expression of joy, 

more so than Mitzvos 

associated with other 

Chagim, which are not 

defined in terms of 

Simcha. We can explain 

the basis of this 

happiness, describing the 

special effects of the Arba 

Minim. “And you shall 

take for yourselves on 

the first day…” – “Is it the first 

[day]? Actually, it is the 

fifteenth, yet you say ‘on the 

first day’? Rather, it is first in 

the accounting of one’s sins.”  

(Midrash Tanchuma, Emor, 22) 

The taking of the four species, 

along with the Sukkos 

preparations, follow the Yomim 

Noraim, when Klal Yisrael’s 

sins are forgiven. In a sense, 

this Chag marks the start of a 

new account, a fresh start for 

man. 

On a deeper level then, this 

Midrash alludes to the 

cleansing of all sin. More than 

individual Tshuva, this day 

celebrates the repair of 

mankind’s original fault, the sin 

of the Eitz HaDa’as. With Esrog 

in hand, a renewed man stands 

before G-d, ready for a new 

beginning. 

Let us explain. Man was not 

the first to sin. On the third 

day of creation, G-d 

commanded the earth to bring 

forth trees with a taste similar 

to its own fruit. Yet, the earth 

did not comply, producing 

sweet-tasting fruit, but a tree 

with a taste of its own. The 

earth was not immediately 

penalized for this misdeed, yet, 

when man subsequently 

sinned, castigation of the earth 

was part of his punishment. 

Rabbi Heshy Grossman on Sukkot (Torah.org) 

Apparently, these two sins 

are related, both based on a 

similar mistake in 

judgment. It follows that 

the rectification of both 

offenses is also 

accomplished 

simultaneously. “What type 

of tree did Adam and Chava 

eat from?…Rebbi Abba of 

Akko said: an Esrog, as it is 

written: ‘and the woman 

saw that the tree was good 

to eat’ – Go out and see, 

which is the tree whose 

taste is as its fruit? You will 

find only the Esrog.”  

(Breishis Rabbah 15, 7) The 

Esrog tree is unique, a pure 

echo of a time beyond 

creation, when the will of   

G-d was automatically 

heeded. Hence, its fruit is a 

harbinger of the world to 

come, and with this Mitzva, 

we stand before G-d in our 

temporary dwelling. 

This is quite puzzling. If the 

Esrog tree is a symbol of a 

world without sin, how can 

the very same Esrog also be 

the Eitz HaDa’as, essence of 

all wrongdoing? Let us first 

understand how earth can 

sin. In a perfect world, the 

will of G-d would be self-

evident and undeniable. 

Unlike the present situation, 
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Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting 6:31 pm 

Friday Mincha 6:35 pm 

Hashkama 8:00 am 

Main Sanctuary 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash  9:15 am 

Youth Minyan 9:45 am 

Gemara Shiur 5:20 pm 

Mincha/SS 6:20 pm 

Shabbat Ends 7:36 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

September 25 9:45/10:45 am 

October 2 9:48/10:46 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Bereishit 

Candle Lighting 6:18 pm 

Mincha 6:20 pm                 

Kiddush on the First Day of Sukkot  

in the Helene M. Fink Sukkah is sponsored by  

David and Diane Rein  

in memory of their parents  

Helene M. Fink z”l and Howard Rein z”l 

Bima Flowers for Sukkot are sponsored by                                                           

Albert Halimi and family                                                                                           

wishing the community a beautiful and joyous Sukkot  
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where existence itself conceals G-d’s word, life without 

earth was a solid unity, with nothing to distinguish the past 

from the future. Source and destination, cause and effect, 

means and ends, are all synonymous terms in a world 

whose goals are ever-present. Olam HaZeh is a bit 

different. Though man often means well, the process of 

achievement often strays far from the intended goal. At 

times, one loses sight of the forest among the maze of 

trees, forgetting that his physical self is only a vehicle to be 

utilized, not an end unto itself. The earth doesn’t sin 

because it is evil, nor is it rebellious. Its failure is the nature 

of this world, an incomplete expression of Divinity. This 

world is definitively limited, one step leading only to 

another, unable to grasp the vastness of eternity. 

Adam and Chava yearn for something more, a world whose 

trees taste as sweet as its fruit. Good intentions 

notwithstanding, this is man’s original sin. He wants 

permanent bliss in the Garden of Eden, unaware that he 

first must travel a road of trial and tribulation. It takes a 

long time for one to grow a kosher Esrog. 

Avraham Avinu faithfully endures ten difficult tests, his 

loyalty highlighted by the fulfillment of every command. 

After the tenth and most difficult request, the order to 

sacrifice his beloved son, G-d commends Avraham for his 

commitment: “…now I know that you are one who fears G-

d.” Is this an act of fear? Doesn’t the willingness to give his 

all reflect love for G-d, more so than fear? Let us explain 

the different functions of Ahavah and Yir’ah in the service of 

G-d. One who loves G-d observes His law with enthusiasm 

and excitement, happy for the opportunity to find favor in 

His eyes. He merges his own personal will with that of his 

Creator, voiding the usual conflict, the struggle of man’s 

soul with his selfish desires. In contrast, fear of G-d forces 

man into submission, acquiescing to something he doesn’t 

enjoy. He may negate his will before a Higher authority, but 

he harbors hidden resentment, unhappy with his sacrifice of 

comfort and pleasure. The ideal servant of G-d learns that 

both of these traits are necessary for Avodas Hashem. 

While love of G-d is an ideal that one may strive for, man 

must first subdue the egocentric wishes of a self he dare 

not ignore. While fear alone leads to bitterness, Ahava 

alllows him to experience the joy of a spiritual moment. 

Avraham Avinu arrives at true love, but Hashem reveals 

that this love incorporates the best elements of fear.  

Avraham recognizes that man cannot love G-d without     

conquering one’s self, and he demonstratively parts with 

his dearest possession. He loves life, seeing it as a means 

towards a higher goal, but its value is measured only when 

harnessed to G-d’s will. 

Adam and Chava sorely want to eat from the Esrog tree. 

Not because it’s sweet-tasting, nor because it’s pretty, but 

because the Esrog carries the fragrance of eternity, a world 

where every item submerges its individual identity into an 

element of the Divine. They forget one important point. 

This world is a lemon. 

Man longs to be close to his Creator, pledging to dedicate 

his life for the sake of His glory. But he dare not ignore the 

physical presence that cries out in protest, for this world 

can never reflect His unique perfection. 

This is the error of all those who claim to serve G-d with 

love, disdaining the disciplined severity and strictness of 

His law. They fail to see that the study of His Torah is the 

ultimate expression of Ahava, teaching the appropriate role 

of every item in creation, its role in the grand design. The 

four species each reflect a different aspect of man’s                    

physical self, elevating his body in a service of love. This is 

true joy, the happiness that comes with fulfilling one’s         

purpose in creation, finding his own place in G-d’s world. It 

is achieved only after a month of repentance, days of             

fasting and prayer, a willingness to sacrifice one’s life at 

the altar of His command. Now, man is finally ready to      

enter the Sukkah, a world apart, protected by the shadow 

of G-d’s eternal presence. Clutching his Esrog, and waving 

his Lulav, with the eyes of Hadasim, and the lips of a             

willow, he leaves behind the world of the nations, a life of 

suffering and dissension, praising for eternity his Lord, the 

King. “Kol Atzmosai Tomarnah, Hashem, Mi Chamocha” – 

“All my bones shall say, Hashem, who is like you?” 



 

WEEK OF SUKKOT SCHEDULE  

 

Monday, September 20th - Erev Sukkot 

Shacharit: 6:35/7:45 am 

Erev Sukkot Fun in GNS Parking Lot:                     

1st - 4th Grade - 10:45 am - 1:00 pm 

Candle Lighting: 6:36 pm 

Mincha: 6:40 pm 

Kiddush after: 7:35 pm 

 

Tuesday, September 21st - Sukkot I 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Open Sukkah @ the Polakoff home                          

4:45 - 6:15 pm 

Mincha: 6:40 pm 

Candle Lighting and Preparations for 2nd day   

after: 7:34 pm 

 

Wednesday, September 22nd - Sukkot II 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Sukkah Hop: Preschool - 7th Grade                       

4:30 - 5:45 pm 

Mincha: 6:40 pm 

Yom Tov ends: 7:41 pm 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 23rd                                     

Chol HaMoed I 

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Mincha: 6:35 pm 

 

Friday, September 24th                                        

Chol HaMoed II 

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Candle Lighting: 6:31 pm 

Mincha: 6:35 pm 

 

Shabbat, September 25th                                     

Chol HaMoed III 

Shacharit: 8:00/9:00/9:15 am 

Kohelet is read today 

Gemara Shiur: 5:20 pm 

Mincha: 6:20 pm 

Shabbat ends: 7:36 pm 

 
 



 

GNS YOUTH SUKKAH HOP 



 

GNS YOUTH SIMCHAT BEIT HASHOEVA 



 

HOSHANA RABBAH LECTURE 



 

GNS YOUTH BOUNCE TRIP & HIGH SCHOOL ONEG 
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COMMUNITY NEWS IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

CHAVERWEB 

Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your             

account status, pay your bills and manage your online             

profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.  

Monday, 14 Tishrei 

Lev Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Semyon Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Phyllis Ringel for Charles Gitter 

Jack Lemonik for Anne Lemonik 

Asher Pirouzian for Roya Sarah Pirouzian 

Mark Twersky for Irene Twersky 

Tuesday, 15 Tishrei 

Harold Domnitch for Goldie Domnitch 

Murray Weiss for Ellen Weiss 

Wednesday, 16 Tishrei 

Paul Brody for Rabbi Jacob Brown 

Thursday, 17 Tishrei 

Andrew Allen for Paul Allen 

William Frumkin for Miriam Frumkin 

Gail Notovitz for Miriam Notovitz 

Myra Honig for Leah Mathews 

Sharon Goldwyn for Sadie Skolnick 

Friday, 18 Tishrei  

Susan Frisch for Katalin Samelson 

Flori Silverstein for Stanley Silverstein 

Saturday, 19 Tishrei 

Steven Blumner for Henry Blumner 

Steven Mermelstein for Martin Mermelstein 

Myles Mittleman for Blanche Mittleman 

Roselin Wagner for Louis Seider 

Harold Seider for Louis Seider 

Sunday, 20 Tishrei 

Jeffrey Freedman for George Freedman 

Mitchell Siegel for David Siegel 

Gail Setton for Morton Sorkin 

Monday, 21 Tishrei 

Jack Lipsky for Bill Lipsky 

Elaine Schneider for Otto Mayer 

NSHAHS SHABBAT ONEG 

All current and prospective students are invited to a 

NSHAHS Shabbat Oneg with Rabbi Dr. Noam Weinberg on 

Shabbat October 22nd at 9:00 pm at the Gelberg 

home, hosted outside at 29 North Clover Drive.  

GNS YOUTH EVENTS 

Wednesday, Sept. 23rd - 2nd day of Yom Tov:                               

Sukkah Hop for preschool - 7th grade. Start at GNS at 

4:30 pm and pick up is at the Atlas home, 40 Old Pond Rd. 

at 5:45 pm.  

Sunday, Sept. 26th: Simchat Beit Hashoeva with a Silent 

DJ Party and Dinner from Amal. Members cost is $25.                          

Grades 1-5: 4:00-5:30 pm                                                                         

Middle & High School: 5:30-7:30 pm 

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE, SPONSORSHIP AND 

GNS 70TH ANNIVERSARY! 

Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,                

photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by           

Monday, October 11th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. 

Please share photos and memories of GNS for the                    

Chanukah issue as the shul celebrates its 70th                                  

anniversary! Thank you very much to our SCOPE sponsors 

(we have about 80!) for their strong support by sponsoring 

3 issues (Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and Pesach) for a        

total cost of $100 for the year.  We strongly encourage 

others who are not currently SCOPE sponsors to have their 

names added. You can dedicate the sponsorship in honor 

or in memory of a loved one. Thank you so much! 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny98@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM GNS BIKUR CHOLIM, 

GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT 

Thank you very much for the overwhelming and generous 

support of the following volunteers (listed in alphabetical 

order) who baked approximately 80 challot, as well as some 

cakes, and cookies and/or delivered them to the ill,                         

homebound and elderly members of Great Neck Synagogue 

before Rosh Hashanah to wish them a Shana Tova and let 

them know our shul is thinking of them and continues to be 

connected to them. There were approximately 50 recipients 

who felt the outpouring of love and good wishes from our 

shul! Special thank you to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and 

Judy Lillien) for their strong support, Leah Reichlin for the 

beautiful original illustration she created for the cards. 

Thank you also to Mark Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for their 

assistance. Thank you very much to Rabbi Polakoff and      

Rabbi Lichter for their guidance and strong support. 

Sharona Abraham; Sharon Ahdut; Laura Ahdut; Sarah 

Ahdut; Zehava Atlas; Sara Feldschreiber; Robyn Gelberg; 

Devorah Hanfling; Joey Hecht; Amy Kalter; Hedva Kessler; 

Dahlia Klein; Tami Kramer; Vivian Kron; Michelle Leybovich; 

Katie Lichter; Tova Marmer; Annie Mendelson; Ellen                   

Polakoff; Jessica Shusterman; Jessica Smooha; Sara                     

Wilson; Michelle Yehaskel; Shoshana Werber 

Diane Rein, Zehava Atlas & Rachel Brecher                    

HOSHANA RABBAH LECTURE 

Join us Sunday evening, September 26th at 8:00 pm 

for Hoshana Rabbah Learning together with Rabbi Peysach 

Krohn. Sponsorships available at $100. Please contact 

mtwersky@gns.org.  

OPEN SUKKAH AT THE POLAKOFF HOME 

Join Rabbi & Ellen Polakoff at their open Sukkah on             

Tuesday, Sept. 22nd: 1st day of Sukkot - 4:45-6:15 pm.  


