
In majestic language, 

Moses breaks into song, 

investing his final 

testament to the 

Israelites with all the 

power and passion at his 

command. He begins 

dramatically but gently, 

calling heaven and earth 

to witness what he is 

about to say, words 

which are almost echoed 

in Portia’s speech in The 

Merchant of Venice, “The 

quality of mercy is not 

strained”. Listen, you 

heavens, and I will 

speak; Hear, you earth, 

the words of my mouth. 

Let my teaching fall like 

rain And my words 

descend like dew, Like 

showers on new grass, 

Like abundant rain on 

tender plants. (Deut. 

32:1-2) But this is a 

mere prelude to the core 

message Moses wants to 

convey. It is the idea 

known as tzidduk ha-din, 

vindicating God’s justice. 

The way Moses puts it is 

this: He is the Rock, His 

works are perfect, And all 

His ways are just. A 

faithful God who does no 

wrong, Upright and just 

is He. (Deut. 32:4) 

This is a doctrine 

fundamental to Judaism 

and its understanding of 

evil and suffering in the 

world – a difficult but 

necessary doctrine. God is just. 

Why, then, do bad things 

happen? Is He corrupt? No – 

the defect is in His children, A 

crooked and perverse 

generation. (Deut. 32:5) God 

requites good with good, evil 

with evil. When bad things 

happen to us, it is because we 

have been guilty of doing bad 

things ourselves. The fault lies 

not in our stars but within 

ourselves. 

Moving into the prophetic 

mode, Moses foresees what he 

has already predicted, even 

before they have crossed the 

Jordan and entered the land. 

Throughout the book of 

Devarim he has been warning 

of the danger that in their land, 

once the hardships of the 

desert and the struggles of 

battle have been forgotten, the 

people will become comfortable 

and complacent. They will 

attribute their achievements to 

themselves and they will drift 

from their faith. When this 

happens, they will bring 

disaster on themselves: 

Yeshurun grew fat and kicked 

– You became fat, thick, gross 

– They abandoned the God 

who made them And scorned 

the Rock their Savior…You 

deserted the Rock, who 

fathered you; And you forgot 

the God who gave you life. 

(Deut. 32:15-18) This, the first 

use of the word Yeshurun in 

the Torah – from the root 

Yashar, upright – is 

Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Ha’azinu 
deliberately ironic. Israel 

once knew what it was to be 

upright, but it will be led 

astray by a combination of 

affluence, security and 

assimilation to the ways of 

its neighbors. It will betray 

the terms of the covenant, 

and when that happens it 

will find that God is no 

longer with it. It will 

discover that history is a 

ravening wolf. Separated 

from the source of its 

strength, it will be 

overpowered by its 

enemies. All that the nation 

once enjoyed will be lost. 

This is a stark and terrifying 

message. 

Yet Moses is bringing the 

Torah to a close with a 

theme that has been 

present from the beginning. 

God, Creator of the 

universe, made a world that 

is fundamentally good: the 

word that echoes seven 

times in the first chapter of 

Bereishit. It is humans, 

granted freewill as God’s 

image and likeness, who 

introduce evil into the 

world, and then suffer its 

consequences. Hence 

Moses’ insistence that when 

trouble and tragedy appear, 

we should search for the 

cause within ourselves, and 

not blame God. God is 

upright and just. The 

shortcomings are ours, His 

children’s, shortcomings. 
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Shabbat Times  

Candle Lighting 6:42 pm 

Friday Night 
Mincha 

6:45 pm 

Hashkama Minyan 8:00 am 

Parsha Shiur 8:30 am 

Main 9:00 am 

Beit Midrash  9:15 am 

Youth Minyan 9:45 am 

Gemara Shiur 5:30 pm 

Mincha/SS 6:30 pm 

Shabbat Ends 7:48 pm 

  

Shacharit: Sunday  

Mon. Erev Sukkot 

8:30 am 

6:35/7:45 am 

Mincha 6:40 pm 

Latest Times for 
Shema/Shemoneh Esrei 

September 18 9:43/10:45 am 

September 24 9:45/10:45 am 

Next Shabbat                                           
Chol HaMoed Sukkot 

Candle Lighting 6:31 pm 

Mincha 6:35 pm                 

Kiddush on the First Day of Sukkot  

in the Helene M. Fink Sukkah is sponsored by  

David and Diane Rein  

in memory of their parents  

Helene M. Fink z”l and Howard Rein z”l.  
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This is perhaps the most difficult idea in the whole of 

Judaism. It is open to the simplest of objections, one that 

has sounded in almost every generation. If God is just, why 

do bad things happen to good people? This is the question 

asked not by sceptics, doubters, but by the very heroes of 

faith. We hear it in Abraham’s plea, “Shall the Judge of all 

the earth not do justice?” We hear it in Moses’ challenge, 

“Why have You done evil to this people?” It sounds again in 

Jeremiah: “Lord, You are always right when I dispute with 

You. Yet I must plead my case before You: Why are the 

wicked so prosperous? Why are evil people so happy?” (Jer. 

12:1). 

It is an argument that never ceased. It continued through 

the rabbinic literature. It was heard again in the kinot, the 

laments, prompted by the persecution of Jews in the Middle 

Ages. It sounds in the literature produced in the wake of 

the Spanish expulsion, and its echoes continue to 

reverberate in memories of the Holocaust. The Talmud says 

that of all the questions Moses asked God, this was the only 

one to which God did not give an answer. The simplest, 

deepest interpretation is given in Psalm 92, “The song of 

the Sabbath day.” Though “the wicked spring up like grass”, 

they will eventually be destroyed. The righteous, by 

contrast, “flourish like a palm tree and grow tall like a cedar 

in Lebanon.” Evil wins in the short term but never in the 

long. The wicked are like grass, whereas the righteous are 

more like trees. Grass grows overnight but it takes years 

for a tree to reach its full height. In the long run, tyrannies 

are defeated. Empires decline and fall. Goodness and 

rightness win the final battle. As Martin Luther King said in 

the spirit of the Psalm: “The arc of the moral universe is 

long, but it bends toward justice.” 

It is a difficult belief, this commitment to seeing justice in 

history under the sovereignty of God. Yet consider the 

alternatives. There are three: The first is to say that there 

is no meaning in history whatsoever. Homo hominis lupus 

est, “Man is wolf to man”. As Thucydides said in the name 

of the Athenians: “The strong do as they want, the weak 

suffer what they must.” History is a Darwinian struggle to 

survive, and justice is no more than the name given to the 

will of the stronger party. The second, about which I write 

in Not In God’s Name, is dualism, the idea that evil comes 

not from God but from an independent force: Satan, the 

Devil, the Antichrist, Lucifer, the Prince of Darkness, and 

the many other names given to the force that is not God  

but is opposed to Him and those who worship Him. This 

idea, which has surfaced in sectarian forms in each of the 

Abrahamic monotheisms, as well as in modern, secular 

totalitarianisms, is one of the most dangerous in all of           

history. It divides humanity into the unshakeably good and 

the irredeemably evil, giving rise to a long history of                      

bloodshed and barbarism of the kind we see being enacted 

today in many parts of the world in the name of holy war 

against the greater and lesser Satan. This is dualism, not 

monotheism, and the Sages, who called it shtei reshuyot, 

“two powers or domains”, were right to reject it utterly. 

The third alternative, debated extensively in the rabbinic 

literature, is to say that justice ultimately exists in the 

World to Come, in life after death. Although this is an              

essential element of Judaism, it is striking how relatively 

little Judaism had recourse to it, recognizing that the                

central thrust of Tanach is on this world, and life before 

death. For it is here that we must work for justice, fairness, 

compassion, decency, the alleviation of poverty, and the 

perfection, as far as lies within our power, of society and 

our individual lives. Tanach almost never takes this option. 

God does not say to Jeremiah or Job that the answer to 

their question exists in heaven and they will see it as soon 

as they end their stay on earth. The passion for justice, so 

characteristic of Judaism, would dissipate entirely were this 

the only answer. 

Difficult though Jewish faith is, it has had the effect 

through history of leading us to say: if bad things have 

happened, let us blame no one but ourselves, and let us 

labor to make them better. I believe it was this that led 

Jews, time and again, to emerge from tragedy, shaken, 

scarred, limping like Jacob after his encounter with the     

angel, yet resolved to begin again, to rededicate ourselves 

to our mission and faith, to ascribe our achievements to 

God and our defeats to ourselves. I believe that out of such 

humility, a momentous strength is born. 
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KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 

 
Please pick up bags in GNS lobby 

 
Please fill this bag with: 

CHEERIOS, TUNA FISH, PASTA,                    
COFFEE, TEA, PEANUT BUTTER,                   
DRIED BEANS, GRAPE JUICE,                        
SOUP, CRACKERS & DIAPERS 

 
And return it to: 

Great Neck Synagogue  
ON or BEFORE Kol Nidre Night 

 
“Surely this is the fast I choose… 
Share your food with the hungry”  

                          Isaiah 
 

FOOD WILL GO TO  
LONG ISLAND FOOD PANTRIES 

 
THANKS FOR HELPING THOSE IN NEED 



 

WEEK’S SCHEDULE & SHIURIM 

Monday, September, 13th  

Shacharit: 6:20/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Tuesday, September, 14th  

Shacharit: 6:30/7:45 am 

Selichot: 7:10 am 

Mincha: 6:55 pm 

 

Wednesday, September 15th                                    

Erev Yom Kippur 

Selichot followed by Shacharit: 

6:30/7:30 am 

Mincha: 3:00/4:00 pm 

Candle Lighting: 6:45 pm 

Kol Nidrei: 6:35 pm 

Fast Begins: 7:03 pm 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September, 16th  

Shacharit: 9:00 am 

Yizkor approx: 11:15 am 

Mincha (Beit Midrash): 4:45 pm 

Mincha (Main, Mender & Tent): 5:00 pm 

Yom Kippur Ends: 7:43 pm 

 

Friday, September, 17th  

Shacharit: 6:45/7:45 am 

Candle Lighting: 6:42 pm 

Mincha: 6:45 pm 



 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CHESED! 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FROM                                                                                                 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM, GNS CONNECTIONS AND GNS YOUTH DEPARTMENT! 

Thank you very much for the overwhelming and generous support of the following 

volunteers (listed in alphabetical order) who baked approximately 80 challot, as well 

as some cakes, and cookies and/or delivered them to the ill, homebound and elderly 

members of Great Neck Synagogue before Rosh Hashanah to wish them a Shana 

Tova and let them know our shul is thinking of them and continues to be connected 

to them. There were approximately 50 recipients who felt the outpouring of love and 

good wishes from our shul!  

Special thank you to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien) for their strong 

support, Leah Reichlin for the beautiful original illustration she created for the cards. 

Thank you also to Mark Twersky and Jimmy Frisch for their assistance. Thank you 

very much to Rabbi Polakoff and Rabbi Lichter for their guidance and strong support. 

 

Sharona Abraham 

Sharon Ahdut 

Laura Ahdut 

Sarah Ahdut 

Zehava Atlas 

Sara Feldschreiber 

Robyn Gelberg 

Devorah Hanfling 

Joey Hecht 

Amy Kalter 

Hedva Kessler 

Dahlia Klein 

Tami Kramer 

Vivian Kron 

Michelle Leybovich 

Katie Lichter 

Tova Marmer 

Annie Mendelson 

Ellen Polakoff 

Jessica Shusterman 

Jessica Smooha 

Sara Wilson 

Michelle Yehaskel 

Shoshana Werber 
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GNS YOUTH GROUPS - YOM KIPPUR 

Dear GNS Parents, 

We are looking forward to a meaningful and enjoyable Yom Tov season! We have many exciting 

events and activities planned. Obviously, current circumstances are not ideal. Based on the guidance 

of the GNS COVID Task Force the following are guidelines for Yom Kippur youth groups.                    

Please review these carefully and feel free to reach out to us with any questions. 

1. All children attending groups for Yom Kippur must be registered by                                                       

Tuesday, September 14th. Link is below. 

2. Children under the age of 4 are not permitted in groups. 

3. Parents must bring their children through the NSHA entrance located in the parking lot.  

Children are not permitted into the GNS side of the building. 

4. Children must stay in the NSHA wing for the duration of tefillah. Specific locations for each 

group are noted on the flyer. 

5. Children must wear masks at all times when they are in the building. 

6. Vaccinated coaches and counselors will be leading groups. 

7. GNS youth leaders will be available to communicate to parents for emergencies only. 

8. At the conclusion of tefillah, parents should pick their children up from the NSHA wing and walk 

out with them through the NSHA entrance. 

To sign up for Yom Kippur Groups Click Here 

 

Wishing you and your families a Shana Tova! 

Dr. Mike and Morah Zehava 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eVJMwZMNnVnqekNs5BzcVVuGmo-g9BOcj4NnxrLxK8o/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eVJMwZMNnVnqekNs5BzcVVuGmo-g9BOcj4NnxrLxK8o/edit


 

GNS YOUTH EVENT - BOWLING & ARCADES 



 

GNS YOUTH EVENT - ARTS ‘N CRAFTS 
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MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5782                      

is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH                 

For other such opportunities please contact                          

Howard Wolf 516-643-3344 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE  
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW. 

HUNGER INITIATIVE 

During these difficult times, we are providing food for       

numerous families in our community and nearby areas. If 

you cook in  excess during the week, please freeze your  

extras, neatly wrap them and drop them off in the cooler on 

the porch at 91 Baker Hill road on Friday from 7am-1 pm. 

PLEASE DO NOT DROP PERISHABLE FOOD OFF DURING THE 

WEEK. Canned goods, cereal, any grocery items, fruit and 

vegetables are also appreciated. If you would like to                  

volunteer to make a deliveries and help collect food for 

these families, Please contact Cindy Hodkin at 516.317.9632 

or at koshercookinggn@gmail.com.  

Monday, 7 Tishrei 

Pearl Ginsburg for Lena Ginsburg 

Rivka Rosenberg for Noga Zaharon 

Wednesday, 9 Tishrei 

Carl Rosenberg for Walter Muller 

Phil Hanfling for Fannie Schneider 

Thursday, 10 Tishrei 

Hava Freeman for Meir Bont 

Liliane Benrimon for Leon Castiel 

Myles Mittleman for Harry Tischler 

Friday, 11 Tishrei 

Andrew Allen for Louis Allen 

Susan Aboaf for Joseph Shahmoon 

David Smooha for Joseph Shahmoon 

Debbie Feith for Joseph Shahmoon 

Saturday, 12 Tishrei 

Hal Beretz for Greta Beretz 

Chaya Gilad for Tzipora Freeman 

Israel Freeman for Tzipora Freeman 

Morris Hodkin for Louis Hodkin 

Linda Glaser for Sadie Tarasuk 

Monday, 14 Tishrei 

Lev Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Semyon Dynkin for Tsivya Dynkin 

Phyllis Ringel for Charles Gitter 

Jack Lemonik for Anne Lemonik 

Asher Pirouzian for Roya Sarah Pirouzian 

Mark Twersky for Irene Twersky 

Mazal Tov to Joseph & Gail Notovitz on the recent               

marriage of their daughter Karen to Yale Fried.  

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                                 

In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when 

planning a simcha or event that you send your request to 

both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the 

community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.  

GNS YOUTH EVENTS 

To all parents of GNS Youth, please make sure you have 

signed your child/ren up for GNS Groups through the 

google form HERE.  

Wednesday, Sept. 15th from 12:00-3:00 pm: Grades 1-5: 

Bowling, Arcade & Pizza. Cost $25. RSVP by Sept. 15th at 

MichaelAtlasPsyD@gmail.com.  

Sunday, Sept. 19th from 10:00-11:30 am: Preschool-1st 

grade: Sukkah Arts ‘n Crafts & Pizza. Members cost $10.  

MIKVAH FOR EREV YOM KIPPUR 

We will be opening the mikvah for use for men on Erev Yom 

Kippur, September 15 from 5am-3pm by appointment only. 

Please sign-up HERE for an appointment on the google form. 

We ask you to adhere to your appointment to                    

maintain cleanliness at the mikvah. Please bring your own 

towel and wear a mask if you are not vaccinated. The              

mikvah room will be cleaned between each use. The cost of 

the mikvah for men is $36.00. Please bring a check or exact 

change. For any questions please email                                                     

northshoremikvahassociation@gmail.com.  

VACCINATION CARDS FOR YOM KIPPUR 

If you are planning to come to GNS for YK, you must               

provide the shul with proof of vaccination. This can be 

done by responding to the email you received to upload 

your vaccination card or by bringing your vaccination card 

into the GNS office. All family members who are planning 

to attend must have their card on file or the security will 

not permit you entry into the building. We thank you for 

your cooperation.  

SHIURIM DURING ASERET YIMEI TESHUVAH 

Monday evening, Sept. 13th at 8:00 pm on zoom for 

two 30 minute shiurim on insights into the Yomim Noraim, 

given by Rabbis Polakoff and Lichter.                              

Rabbi Polakoff: “We are a people of the book, but are we 

are people of our word?”                                                                        

Rabbi Lichter: “When the Window Shatters: The Lessons of 

Sisera’s mother & Shofar.” 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 

The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we           

intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members, 

and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. If 

there is some history involved in the recipe, we would love 

to have a small blurb or who the recipe came from                         

included. For those of us that are visual cooks, if possible, 

please send us a photo of the finished product. We are 

planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as gluten 

free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all the         

delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information or 

submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny@gmail.com or 

Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

Canasta on Tuesday nights at 7 pm. Masks & Vaccination 

required. Contact Cynthia at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.  

GNS KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE 

Please pick up bags in GNS lobby and fill with cheerios, 

tuna fish, pasta, coffee, tea, peanut butter, dried beans, 

grape juice, soup, crackers & diapers. Please return it to 

GNS on or before Kol Nidrei Night. Food will go to Long 

Island food pantries. Thank you for helping those in need.  

LULAV & ETROG                                                                                                  

Lulav & Etrog will be available for purchase in the GNS tent 

on Sunday, Sept. 19th from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/125zBQ5kSWBF9V8TW5X_hn190eUdJw4gH7o-kZKjZ7rU/edit?usp=sharing

