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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 ולא תקח שחד כי  השחד יעור עיני חכמים 

“Do not accept bribes for bribes blind the eyes of the wise…” (16:19) 

 The Vilna Gaon points out that the parallel verse in Parshat Mishpatim (Shemot 23:8) states 

that bribes blind the eyes of the bright while here the Torah refers to the wise. A judge must possess 

two qualities. He must be wise and learned so as to be able to decide cases according to the law. He 

must also be bright and alert to discern when litigants are lying or cheating. Both of these qualities 

are blinded when a judge accepts bribes.            (Vilna Gaon) 

 The Bach cites the Talmud (Ketubot 105b) which explains that the word  שוחד can be 

interpreted as an acrostic of the words  הוא חד ש  – he is one - alone. Chazal teach (Shabbat 10a) that 

when a judge renders a truthful decision, he is considered to be a partner to G-d in the creation of 

the world, for the world stands on justice. However, if he accepts bribes and does not judge 

truthfully, then he has no partners and is חד – alone.  

 The Chida observes that the letters following the word חד ש  in the Hebrew alphabet form 

the word התט , which means to corrupt. When a judge accepts a bribe, it follows that he will corrupt 

his decision. Moreover, the letters that precede שחד form the word גזר , meaning anger, as well as 

the word זרג , meaning decree. When a judge accepts bribes, he causes G-d to be angry and decree 

punishment.                 (Parsha Anthology) 

 צדק צדק תרד ף 

“Justice, justice shall you pursue…” (16:20) 

 This means that you must pursue justice with justice. The means by which you seek to attain 

justice must be righteous also. You must not allow yourself to be guided by the godless principle 

that the end justifies the means.        (Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak of Przysucha) 

 לא תסור מן  הדבר אשר יגידו לך ימין ושמאל 

“You shall not turn away from that which they tell you right or left…” (17:11) 

 Ramban asks why the halachic principle is that in a case of doubt regarding a rabbinic 

prohibition do we rule leniently. Given that we are required by the Torah to follow the rulings of the 



 

rabbis, as per this verse, any question in rabbinic law is, in actuality, a question of Torah law and 

should thus be decided in a stringent manner.  

 The Chasam Sofer answers that the Torah requirement to follow the rabbis only applies to a 

case where they either prohibited or permitted something – i.e., they ruled either left or right. In a 

case where there was doubt i.e., when it is neither right or left, there is no such ruling, and we may 

therefore follow the lenient opinion.              (Parsha Anthology) 

 תמים ת הי ה עם  ה' אלקיך 

“Be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d.” (18:13) 

 As Rashi explains, the word tamim (roughly wholehearted) means that one should rely 

wholeheartedly on Hashem, and trust in Him, accepting everything that happens to him with love 

and without trying to know the future.  

 The Chafetz Chaim commented pithily that the verse commands us to be this way only 

“with Hashem your G-d.” That is, only with Him must we walk with simple faith and trust, but with 

our fellow man, we need to be very clever and think carefully in order to determine the best way to 

relate to them.  So it is that we find regarding Yaakov Avinu, whom the Torah calls, ish tam (an 

uncomplicated man). In his dealings with Lavan, however, Yaakov displayed great cleverness. He 

knew that at all times he needed to study Lavan carefully in order to formulate a strategy for 

dealing with him.                          (Chafetz Chaim on Torah) 

 שמע ישראל 

“Hear O Israel…” (20:3) 

 The word  שמע is an acronym for  ה, ערביתשחרית, מנח  – the morning, afternoon and 

evening prayers. When you pray three times a day, even though the yetzer hara renews itself 

against you every day, you renew your prayers every day, and they have the power to defeat the 

forces of impurity. The word ה תפיל  – prayer – may be rearranged to spell לתהפ  – downfall – as your 

prayers can cause the downfall of the forces of impurity. Therefore, when you pray three times a 

day, you should have no fear of the war against the yetzer hara each day.           (Pituchei Chotam) 
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