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Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Nitzavim
The Talmud gives an
ingenious reading to the
line, “Moses commanded
us a Torah, as a heritage
of the congregation of
Israel.” Noting that there
are 613 commands, and
that the numerical value
of the word Torah is 611,
it says that in fact Moses
gave us 611 commands,
while the other two – “I
am the Lord your God,”
and, “You shall have no
other gods beside
Me,” (the first 2 of the 10
commandments) – the
Israelites received not
from Moses but directly
from God Himself. There
is a different distinction
the Sages might have
made. Moses gave us
611 commands, and at
the very end, in
Vayelech, he gave us two
meta-commands,
commands about the
commands. They are
Hakhel, the command to
assemble the people once
every seven years for a
public reading of (key
parts of) the Torah, and
“Now write for yourselves
this song” (Deut. 31:19),
interpreted by tradition
as the command to write,
or take part in writing,
our own Sefer Torah.

and curses and the covenant
renewal ceremony. They are
embedded in the narrative in
which Moses hands on
leadership to his successor
Joshua. The connection is that
both the laws and the narrative
are about continuity. The laws
are intended to ensure that the
Torah will never grow old, will
be written afresh in every
generation, will never be
forgotten by the people and
will never cease to be its active
constitution as a nation. The
nation will never abandon its
founding principles, its history
and identity, its guardianship
of the past and its
responsibility to the future.

Note the beautiful
complementarity of the two
commands. Hakhel, the
national assembly, is directed
at the people as a totality.
Writing a Sefer Torah is
directed at individuals. This is
the essence of covenantal
politics. We have individual
responsibility, and we have
collective responsibility. In
Hillel’s words, “If I am not for
myself, who will be, but if I am
only for myself, what am I?” In
Judaism, the state is not all, as
it is in authoritarian regimes.
Nor is the individual all, as it is
in the radically individualist
liberal democracies of today. A
covenantal society is made by
These two commands are each accepting responsibility
set apart from all the
for all, by individuals
others. They were given
committing themselves to the
after all the recapitulation common good. Hence the Sefer
of the Torah in the book
Torah – our written
of Devarim, the blessings constitution as a nation – must

be renewed in the life of the
individual (command 613)
and of the nation (command
612).
This is how the Torah
describes the mitzvah of
Hakhel: “At the end of
every seven years, in the
year for cancelling debts,
during the Festival of
Tabernacles, when all Israel
comes to appear before the
Lord your God at the place
He will choose, you shall
read this Torah before them
in their hearing. Assemble
the people—men, women
and children, and the
strangers in your towns—so
they can listen and learn to
revere the Lord your God
and follow carefully all the
words of this Torah. Their
children, who do not know,
shall hear it and learn to
fear the Lord your God as
long as you live in the land
you are crossing the Jordan
to possess.” (Deut 31:1013).
Note the inclusivity of the
event. It would be
anachronistic to say that the
Torah was egalitarian in the
contemporary sense. After
all, in 1776, the framers of
the American Declaration of
Independence could say,
“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men
are created equal,” while
slavery still existed, and no
woman had a vote. Yet the
Torah regarded it as
essential that women,
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children and strangers should be included in the ceremony
of citizenship in the republic of faith.
Who performed the reading? The Torah does not specify,
but tradition ascribed the role to the King. That was
extremely important. To be sure, the Torah separates
religion and politics. The King was not High Priest, and the
High Priest was not King. This was revolutionary. In almost
every other ancient society, the head of state was the head
of the religion; this was not accidental but essential to the
pagan vision of religion as power. But the King was bound
by the Torah. He was commanded to have a special Torah
scroll written for him; he was to keep it with him when he
sat on the throne and read it “all the days of his life” (Deut.
17:18-20). Here too, by reading the Torah to the
assembled people every seven years, he was showing that
the nation as a political entity existed under the sacred
canopy of the Divine word. We are a people, the King was
implicitly saying, formed by covenant. If we keep it, we will
flourish; if not, we will fail.

Shabbat Announcements Nitzavim 5781
heard it from the mouth of God” – and thus a covenant
renewal ceremony. How did he arrive at such an idea?
Almost certainly it was because of Moses’ description of the
Giving of the Torah in Va’etchanan: The day you stood
before the Lord your God at Horeb, when the Lord said to
me, “Assemble [hakhel] the people to Me that I may let
them hear My words, in order that they may learn to
revere Me as long as they live on earth and may so teach
their children.” (Deut. 4:10). The italicized words are all
echoed in the Hakhel command, especially the word Hakhel
itself, which only appears in one other place in the Torah.
Thus was Sinai recreated in the Temple in Jerusalem every
seven years, and thus was the nation, men, women,
children and strangers, renewed in its commitment to its
founding principles.

Tanach gives us vivid descriptions of actual covenant
renewal ceremonies, in the days of Joshua (Josh. 24),
Josiah (2 Kings 23), Asa (2 Chron. 15) and Ezra and
Nehemiah (Neh. 8-10). These were historic moments when
the nation consciously rededicated itself after a long period
This is how Maimonides describes the actual ceremony:
of religious relapse. Because of Hakhel and covenant
Trumpets were blown throughout Jerusalem to assemble
renewal, Israel was eternally capable of becoming young
the people; and a high platform, made of wood, was
again, recovering what Jeremiah called “the devotion of
brought and set up in the center of the Court of Women.
your youth” (Jer. 2:2). What happened to Hakhel during
The King went up and sat there so that his reading might
the almost 2000 years in which Israel had no king, no
be heard…The chazzan of the synagogue would take a Sefer
country, no Temple and no Jerusalem? Some scholars have
Torah and hand it to the head of the synagogue, and the
made the intriguing suggestion that the minhag Eretz
head of the synagogue would hand it to the deputy high
Yisrael, the custom of Jews in and from Israel, which lasted
priest, and the deputy high priest to the High Priest, and
until about the thirteenth century, of reading the Torah not
the High Priest to the King, to honor him by the service of
once every year but every three or three-and-a-half years,
many persons…The King would read the sections we have
was intended to create a seven year cycle, so that the
mentioned until he would come to the end. Then he would
second reading would end at the same time as Hakhel,
roll up the Sefer Torah and recite a blessing after the
namely on the Succot following a sabbatical year (a kind of
reading, the way it is recited in the synagogue…Proselytes
septennial Simchat Torah).
who did not know Hebrew were required to direct their
hearts and listen with utmost awe and reverence, as on the I would suggest a quite different answer. The institution of
day the Torah was given at Sinai. Even great scholars who
the reading of the Torah on Shabbat morning, which goes
knew the entire Torah were required to listen with utmost
back to antiquity, acquired new significance at times of
attention…Each had to regard himself as if he had been
exile and dispersion. There are customs that remind us of
charged with the Torah now for the first time, and as
Hakhel. The Torah is read, as it was by the King on Hakhel
though he had heard it from the mouth of God, for the King and Ezra at his assembly, standing on a bimah, a raised
was an ambassador proclaiming the words of God.
wooden platform. The Torah reader never stands alone:
there are usually three people on the bimah, the segan,
Apart from giving us a sense of the grandeur of the
the reader and the person called to the Torah, representing
occasion, Maimonides is making a radical suggestion: that
respectively God, Moses, and the Israelites. According to
Hakhel is a re-enactment of the Giving of the Torah at Sinai
most halachists, the reading of the Torah is chovat tzibbur,
– “as on the day the Torah was given,” “as though he had
an obligation of the community, as opposed to the study of
Torah which is chovat yachid, an obligation of the
Great Neck Synagogue
individual. So, I believe, keriat ha-Torah should be
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translated not as “the Reading of the Torah” but as “the
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Proclaiming of Torah.” It is our equivalent of Hakhel,
transposed from the seventh year to the seventh day.
Rabbi Dale Polakoff, Rabbi
Rabbi Ian Lichter, Assistant Rabbi
It is hard for individuals, let alone nations, to stay
Rabbi Yehoshua Lefkowitz, Intern Rabbi
perennially young. We drift, lose our way, become
Dr. Ephraim Wolf, z”l, Rabbi Emeritus
distracted, lose our sense of purpose and with it our energy
Yitzy Spinner, Cantor
and drive. I believe the best way to stay young is never to
Eleazer Schulman, z”l, Cantor Emeritus
forget “the devotion of our youth,” the defining experiences
Rabbi Sholom Jensen, Youth Director
that made us who we are, the dreams we had long ago of
Zehava & Dr. Michael Atlas, Youth Directors
how we might change the world to make it a better, fairer,
Mark Twersky, Executive Director
more spiritually beautiful place. Hakhel was Moses’ parting
Dr. James Frisch, Assistant Director
gift to us, showing us how it might be done.
Jordan Wolf, President
Dov Sassoon, Chairman of the Board

WEEK OF ROSH HASHANA SCHEDULE
Sunday, September 5th
Selichot: 8:10 am
Shacharit: 8:30 am
Mincha: 7:00 pm
Monday, September 6th - Erev Rosh Hashana
Selichot: 7:30 am
Shacharit: 8:30 am
Mikvah open with appointment HERE from 5:00 am - 3:00 pm
Candle Lighting: 7:00 pm
Mincha: 7:00 pm
Tuesday, September 7th - Rosh Hashana I
Shacharit: 8:00 am
Tashlich should be said this afternoon
Mincha: 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting: after 7:59 pm
Wednesday, September 8th - Rosh Hashana II
Shacharit: 8:00 am
Mincha: 7:00 pm
Yom Tov Ends: 8:05 pm
Thursday, September 9th - Tzom Gedaliah
Fast Begins: 5:06 am
Shacharit: 6:20/7:45 am
Selichot: 7:10 am
Mincha: 6:50 pm
Fast Ends: 7:48 pm
Friday, September 10th
Shacharit: 6:40/7:45 am
Selichot: 7:10 am
Candle Lighting: 6:53 pm
Mincha: 6:55 pm
Shabbat, September, 11th - Shabbat Shuvah
Mincha: 6:20 pm
Shabbat Shuvah Drasha: 6:50 pm
Shabbat Ends: 8:00 pm
Great Neck Synagogue KOL NIDRE FOOD DRIVE
Please pick up bags in GNS lobby
Please fill this bag with:
CHEERIOS, TUNA FISH, PASTA, COFFEE, TEA, PEANUT BUTTER, DRIED BEANS,
GRAPE JUICE, SOUP, CRACKERS & DIAPERS
And return it to:
Great Neck Synagogue ON or BEFORE Kol Nidre Night
“Surely this is the fast I choose…Share your food with the hungry”
FOOD WILL GO TO LONG ISLAND FOOD PANTRIES
THANKS FOR HELPING THOSE IN NEED

Isaiah

PASS IT FORWARD ROSH HASHANA

GNS YOUTH EVENT

GNS YOUTH ROSH HASHANA GROUPS & GUIDELINES
Dear GNS Parents,
We are looking forward to a meaningful and enjoyable Yom Tov season! We have many exciting
events and activities planned. Obviously, current circumstances are not ideal. Based on the guidance
of the GNS COVID Task Force the following are guidelines for Rosh HaShana youth groups.
Please review these carefully and feel free to reach out to us with any questions.
1. All children attending groups for Rosh HaShana and/or Yom Kippur must be registered by
Friday, September 3rd. Link is below.
2. Children under the age of 4 are not permitted in groups.
3. Parents must bring their children through the NSHA entrance located in the parking lot.
Children are not permitted into the GNS side of the building.
4. Children must stay in the NSHA wing for the duration of tefillah. Specific locations for each
group are noted on the flyer.
5. Children must wear masks at all times when they are in the building.
6. Vaccinated coaches and counselors will be leading groups.
7. GNS youth leaders will be available to communicate to parents for emergencies only.
8. At the conclusion of tefillah, parents should pick their children up from the NSHA wing and walk
out with them through the NSHA entrance.

To sign up for Rosh HaShana Groups Click Here
Wishing you and your families a Shana Tova!
Dr. Mike and Morah Zehava

CHAZZAN SPINNER’S TRIPS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rabbi Polakoff’s shabbos drasha through 5781
is dedicated in memory of DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH
For other such opportunities please contact
Howard Wolf 516-643-3344

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW.

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS
Mazal Tov to Anna & Erik Herz on the Bar Mitzvah of their
son Riley.
Mazal Tov to Regina & Joseph Gil on the birth of a
grandson, born to their children Lexi Gil & Itamar
BenHaim.

GNS YOUTH EVENTS
Honey Bee Workshop: Sun. Sept. 5th, 10:15am-12:15pm
in the GNS parking lot. Preschool through 5th grade, $15/ Mazal Tov to Susan Mayer on the Bnei Mitzvah of her
grandsons Noah Mayer and Max Mayer, children of Stacy
members. RSVP at michaelatlaspsyd@gmail.com by 9/1.
& Stuart Mayer.
Tashlich Together: Tues. Sept. 7th, 5:00 pm on the first
day of Rosh Hashana, come join at the Atlas home, 40 Old GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR
In order to avoid any conflicts, it is suggested that when
Pond Rd. for Youth Tashlich.
planning a simcha or event that you send your request to
VACCINATION CARDS FOR ROSH HASHANA
both mtwersky@gns.org to book at GNS as well as to the
If you are planning to come to GNS for RH/YK, you must
community calendar at greatneckcalendar@gmail.com.
provide the shul with proof of vaccination. This can be
CHAVERWEB
done by responding to the email you received to upload
your vaccination card or by bringing your vaccination card Chaverweb is the most convenient place to view your
account status, pay your bills and manage your online
into the GNS office. All family members who are planning
profile. Accessible at gns.org with your account password.
to attend must have their card on file or the security will
not permit you entry into the building. We thank you for
Jacqueline Fischer and family would like to thank Rabbi
your cooperation.
MIKVAH FOR ROSH HASHANA
We will be opening the mikvah for use for men on Erev
Rosh Hashanah, September 6 from 5am-3pm by
appointment only. Please click HERE for a link to a google
sign-up sheet for appointments. We ask you to adhere to
your appointment to maintain cleanliness at the mikvah.
Please bring your own towel and wear a mask if you are
not vaccinated. The mikvah room will be cleaned between
each use. The cost of the mikvah for men is $36.00. Please
bring a check or exact change. For any questions email
northshoremikvahassociation@gmail.com.
SISTERHOOD ROSH HASHANA CARDS & NEWS
Sisterhood Rosh Hashana cards are available for purchase
at 10 cards/$18. Available in shul office or by calling Judy
Lillien at 516.487.6845 for pickup.
The Sisterhood is working on a new cookbook which we
intend to gift to newly engaged couples, new members,
and will also be for sale. We welcome all contributions. We
are planning on sections with specialty recipes, such as
gluten free, sugar free, vegan, etc. Looking forward to all
the delicious recipes from our great cooks. For information
or submissions, contact Judy Lillien at syny@gmail.com or
Cynthia Wiesenfeld at cwiesenfeld@verizon.net.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOM KIPPUR APPEAL
Volunteers needed to help with the Yom Kippur Appeal.
Please contact Howard Wolf, Diane Rein, Dov Sassoon or
Mark Twersky.
CHESED VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to deliver and help us distribute Rosh
Hashanah food in a COVID friendly manner to the
Residents at Arrandale Senior Housing on Thursday,
September 2nd at approximately 12 pm. Please email
Michele Berman at michberman@gmail.com if you can help
us with this great mitzvah. Without your help, these
residents will not be receiving Rosh Hashanah packages
this year! Cindy, Michelle and Marla

Polakoff, Rabbi Lichter and the entire community for the
outpouring of support following the passing of her beloved
sister Yvette Zand z”l.
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Monday, 22 Elul
Florence Spira for Birdie Samson
Howard Silberstein for Max Silberstein
Tuesday, 23 Elul
Anthony Berkowitz for Doris Berkowitz
Mark Gersten for Helene Gersten
Raymond Sandler for Sylvia Sandler
Lynn Glasman for Ruth Slakter
Jason Zucker for Andrew Zucker
Erica Heisler for Andrew Zucker
Wednesday, 24 Elul
Morris Nasser for Farha Nasser
Thursday, 25 Elul
Ellen Siegel for Stacey Crair
Trudy Jettelson for Dorothy Kaplan
Galina Weiss for Shara Lebovich
Friday, 26 Elul
Hal Beretz for Leo Beretz
Allan Beyda for Joshua Beyda
Jerrald Weinstein for Regina Kloogman
Saturday, 27 Elul
Payman Rabiei for Efraim Mashala ben Rabie
Celia Lemonik for Rosalie Dorner
Stanley Dacher for Shirley Fox
Lauren Hyman for Arnold Glatt
Hindi Lunzer for Selma Mermelstein
Robert Spitalnick for Eva Spitalnick
Sunday, 28 Elul
Ron Malen for Schmuel ben Pesachya
Daniel Soleimani for Edward Soleimani
Monday, 29 Elul
Susan Mayer for Frieda Abramson
Zachary Dicker for Mintza Dicker
Edward Parver for Harry Parver

