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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

Introduction 

 Parshat Naso is usually read on the Shabbat after Shavuot. It is the largest of the 54 parshiot 

in the Torah. It has 176 psukim, eight times as many letters as the Aleph Bet. Similarly, we find that 

in Sefer Tehillim, chapter 119 is the largest chapter in the sefer, containing 176 psukim as well. We 

also find that Mesechet Bava Batra is the largest Mesechet in Talmud Bavli with 176 pages.                 

              (Torah Gems) 

 נשא את ראש בני גרשון גם  הם 

“Take a census of the sons of Gershon as well…” (4:23) 

 If one is sitting and holding a Sefer Torah and his rebbe or father walk by, is he obligated to 

stand up for them? In this scenario, one need not rise for his rebbe or father. This is alluded to in 

our verse; although Gershon was the oldest and should have been mentioned first, Kehat, who 

carried the Aron with the Torah inside, was listed first. The kavod of the Torah precedes all other 

honors.                 (Pnei Dovid) 

 כה  תברכו את בני ישראל אמור ל הם 

“So shall you bless the Jewish people, say to them…” (6:23) 

 The verse is referring to Birkat Kohanim. The Gemara (Sotah 39a) brings the nusach of the 

bracha that the Kohanim say and ends the bracha with the word b’ahavah – with love. All brachot 

and mitzvot should be done with a pure heart, but where in the Torah does it say that the Kohen 

has to bless Klal Yisrael with a loving heart? The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah) explains that the word 

 is spelled in its full form with a vav. This teaches us that the Kohen needs to have kavanat אמור

halev – heartfelt intent in order for his brachot to take effect. This is the reason the chachamim 

established the text of the bracha to include the word b’ahavah.            (Noda B’Yehudah) 

 יברכך  ה' וישמר ך 

“May Hashem bless and safeguard you…” (6:24) 

 Priestly Blessings are given in the singular. This teaches that the Children of Israel will 

receive the blessings by merit of their living in unity and peace with one another.    (Vedebarta Bam)                           

                     



 

 יברכך  ה' וישמר ך 

“May Hashem bless and safeguard you…” (6:24) 

 The Sifri writes that this blessing means that Hashem shall bless the Jewish people with 

wealth and that He should protect them from harm. The Torah warns us against possible harmful 

effects of wealth, as it states: Beware lest you forget Hashem…when you have eaten and are 

satisfied, when you have built houses and dwelt therein, and when your herds and your flocks 

multiply…then your heart may become haughty, and you will forget Hashem (Devarim 8:11-14).  

 When one becomes wealthy there is the danger of becoming greedy. “He who loves money, 

will never have enough money.” Wealth can indeed be a blessing, but only if one recognizes that it 

is a gift from Hashem and something that should be used according to Divine order.  

 The bracha of the Kohen is most appropriate. May Hashem bless you with wealth, but at the 

same time, May He protect you from being harmed by that wealth.”          (Living Each Week) 

 איש איש כי תשטה אשה ומעלה בו מעל 

“A man a man whose wife shall go astray and commit treachery against him.” (5:12) 

 QUESTION: Why is the word “ish” – “a man” – repeated twice? 

 ANSWER: Marriage should be regarded as a holy union. Up till now, both the man and 

woman were lacking something important, and now they have become a complete entity. For a 

marriage to be happy, and long-lasting, each partner must recognize the other’s rights and respect 

the other’s opinions. The home must be a shared domain with both fully involved in its 

enhancement, and in short, absolute harmony must prevail. If a man seeks to overdo his 

“manliness” and attempts to be the autocratic ruler of his home, demanding that his rulings and 

decisions be enacted, or if a man becomes totally oblivious to the needs of his household and is 

egotistically concerned only with “ish” – himself – the marriage is doomed to failure. The Torah 

warns that the behavior of “ish” – totally concerned with himself – will spoil his family life, and 

ultimately destroy his own as well.                              (Melechet Machsheves) 
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