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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 במדבר סיני

“In the wilderness of Sinai…” (1:1) 

 The Midrash tells us that the Torah was given to Israel in fire, in water, and in a wilderness. 

The Shem MiShmuel comments that these three elements symbolize the way an individual should 

strive to acquire Torah. He should learn it with the “fire” of enthusiasm – with an eager and fervent 

heart. The Torah students also needs “water” – a calm, peaceful thoughtful approach to learning, 

symbolized by the tranquility of water, which will help him to master the material. Finally, he needs 

the “wilderness” – a willingness to forgo material pursuits that serve as obstacles to spiritual 

accomplishments.                   (Shem MiShmuel) 

 במספר שמות 

“By number of the names…” (1:2) 

 The verse informs us that each person was registered according to his own name, the 

Hebrew name that he zealously held on to, even while in Egypt. However, it also teaches that this 

census was critical in the later distribution of the land, which was based on those who went out of 

Egypt (see Rashba, Bav Batra 117a). Thus, it was necessary to record the names of all who were 

counted in order to have an exact listing. A parcel of land was to be assigned to each man who left 

Egypt, to be shared among whatever sons were alive forty years later at the time of entry into the 

land. That could explain why the expression במספר שמות is not stated in connection with the 

levi’im, since they had no share in the distribution of the land.                    (Rabbi Munk) 

 כן חנו לדגליהם וכן נסעו איש למשפחתיו על בית אבתיו 

“So they encamped according to their banners and so they journeyed: every man according to his 
families by his father’s household.” (2:34) 

 QUESTION: What was the common denominator in the four banners? 

 ANSWER: Each group of three tribes had its own banner. In each group, the nasi of the 

middle tribe had a name which included Hashem’s name “keil.” Yehudah’s banner on the east side 

included Yissaschar in the middle, whose nasi was ל-אנתנ . Reuven’s banner traveled on the south 

side with the tribe of Shimon in the middle, whose nasi was ל- אשלמי . Ephraim’s banner was on the 

west side with the tribe of Menashe in the middle, whose nasi was ל- אגמלי . Dan was on the north 

side with ל- אפגי , the nasi of Asher in the middle.                                         (Vedebarta Bam) 

   



 

 ואלה תולדת אהרן ומשה 

“These are the offspring of Aaron and Moshe…” (3:1) 

 The Torah only mentions the offspring of Aharon. Why, therefore, does it say the offspring 

of Aharon and Moshe? 

 In reference to the incident of the Golden Calf, the Torah says: “Hashem was very angry 

with Aharon, to annihilate him” (Devarim 9:20). According to Rashi, “to annihilate him” means to 

kill all his sons. The verse continues, “…and I prayed also for Aharon.” And Rashi explains: “My 

prayer was effective in atoning for half; two died and two remained.” Elazar and Itamar remained 

alive in the merit of Moshe’s prayer. Thus, these two sons may be considered the offspring of 

Moshe, for he redeemed them form death and saved them from destruction.         (Torah Treasures) 

 נשא את ראש בני קהת מתוך בני לוי...ופקודי בני גרשון למשפחותם ולבית אבתם 

“Take a census of the sons of Kehat from among the sons of Levi…the counting of the sons of 
Gershon according to their families…” (4:2, 37-38) 

 The “counting” of the sons of Kehat is listed before that of the sons of Gershon. As Gershon 

was the bechor, shouldn’t his family have rightfully been listed first? 

 Perhaps there was another consideration, far more significant: While Gershon’s family was 

honored with the carrying of the components of the Ohel Moed, Kehat’s family was assigned to 

carry the Ark, which is the Holy of the Holies.  

 Certainly, there are capabilities one gets through inheritance, and there are others which 

arise through one’s own effort, through one’s striving to mold himself after the “ideal.”  

 The latter can be likened to נשרים נפי כא אתכם על ואש , I shall carry you upon wings of 

eagles. Whose capabilities are greatest? It is those of the one who seeks to unite with that which is 

most lofty, meaning one who strives for the highest level of heavenly service. When he does so, his 

very effort will lift him. In a sense, it will even carry him. שאיונו ארון את  שא נ , the Aron carried those 

who carried it. Perhaps this is why the Torah lists the sons of Kehat first.         (Rabbi Nisan Alpert z”l) 
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