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INSIGHTS from the SEDRA 
Insights from the Sedra is a project of the Scholar’s Kollel of Great Neck. It aims to provide several questions 
and answers about the Sedra, culled from various commentaries, including the following: Baal Haturim, 
Darash Moshe, Vedibarta Bam by Rabbi Moshe Bogomilsky, Torah Treasures by Dov Furer, Wellsprings of 
Torah by Alexander Friedman, and Kol Dodi by Rabbi Dovid Feinstein, Great Torah Lights by Rabbi Yitzchak 
Meir Goodman, Something To Say by Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser, The Vilna Gaon, Growth Through Torah by 
Zelig Pliskin and The Call of the Torah.   

 וספרת לך שבע שבתות שנים שבע שנים שבע פעמים 

“You shall count for yourself seven sabbaths of years, seven years seven times…” (25:8) 

 What does the verse mean that you should count for “yourself”? By occupying ourselves 

with Torah and spirituality, we make the years ours. However, if we waste our time on frivolous 

matters, we will not have anything to show for our years. Instead of counting days, we need to 

make the days count.                   (Kil Yakar) 

 אם ב חקתי תלכו 

“In My statutes you should walk…” (26:3) 

 QUESTION: Rashi explains that this verse is not referring to the fulfillment of mitzvot, but to 

the study of Torah. 

 1) The mitzvot of the Torah are divided into three categories: Eidut (testimonies), mishpatim 

(civil laws), and chukim (statutes). Since the verse is stressing the study of Torah, why are the 

statutes singled out? 

 2) Why does it say “teileichu” – “you will walk” and not “tilmedu” – “you will study”? 

 ANSWER: The word חקתיב  – “in My statutes” – is related to the word  החקיק  – “engraved.” 

When one takes a pen and writes on paper, although the ink is now attached to the paper, it is not 

actually a part of the paper. However, when one engraves on stone or metal, the letters become 

one with the stone or metal and can never be removed.  

 This verse not only tells how to study Torah in order to receive great rewards promised in 

this parsha, but also that we must toil in the study of Torah until Torah becomes engraved in us. 

Additionally, one should not be content with the amount of Torah that he already studied, but 

“teileichu” – he should keep going higher and higher, from strength to strength, in Torah study.  

           (Likutei Torah) 

 The word  אם is the roshei teivot of Aharon and Moshe, Esther and Mordechai and Eliyahu 

and Mashiach. They are all go’alim. Before the tochacha, the yeshuah was already prepared. If we 

follow the path of Hashem, we will merit to see the geulah shleima, bimheirah b’yameinu.             

                     (Mincha Belulah) 



 

 אם בחקתי תלכו ואת מצותי  תשמרו ועשיתם אתם 

“If you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform them…” (26:3) 

 Hashem promises that if we follow His commands, we will merit geulah. The Chasam Sofer 

explains אם בחקתי תלכו ואת מצותי תשמרו – if one follows Hashem’s commands, then  ועשיתם אתם – 

he will do it all properly. Hashem gives a guarantee that one who acts l’shem shamayim will not 

come to sin, even by accident.                      (Chasam Sofer) 

 ואבד תם ב גוים 

“And you will be lost among the nations…” (26:38) 

 Mikdash Melech observes that in her dispersal among the nations, the Torah refers to Israel 

as a lost object. One is only required to return an object if that object has signs that the owner can 

identify. If there are no such distinguishable signs, the finder may keep the object and is under no 

obligation to even attempt to return it. The same is true of Israel. As long as she has distinguishable 

signs – i.e., means that identify her as belonging to her “owner” – she will be returned. If she loses 

these unique signs, she is destined to remain the property of the nations among whom she is lost.  

                   (Mikdash Melech) 

 וזכרתי את בריתי יעקוב ואף את בריתי יצחק וא ף את בריתי א ברהם אזכר ו הארץ אזכר

“I will remember My covenant with Yaakov and also My covenant with Yitzchak, and also My 
covenant with Avraham will I remember, and I will remember the land…” (26:42) 

 The patriarchs are listed here in reverse order. This is to indicate that Yaakov alone, 

although he is the youngest, is sufficiently worthy of ensuring the future deliverance of his 

descendants. However, even if his virtues are not enough, the good deeds of his father Yitzchak will 

be brought forward. And if those are also not enough, the merit of Avraham will certainly tip the 

balance (Rashi).                       

 Another approach is based on Yaakov’s being especially close to the hearts of the Jewish 

people, the  שבאבותבחיר . Avraham had a son, Yishmael, whose misbehavior resulted in expulsion 

from his father’s house. Yitzchak had a son, Eisav, who was disinherited for the same reason. Only 

Yaakov had the possibility of blessing each and every one of his twelve sons, all of noble stature.   

           (Rabbi Munk) 
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